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STUDII






A Hypothesis on the Origin

and Synchrony of the Romanian
and Western Medical Sociology

Bogdan Bucur*

National University of Political Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest

Abstract: The present article focuses on the eating habits of the population of interwar Romania, as
rendered in the monographic research of the Sociological School of Bucharest, founded and led by
Professor Dimitrie Gusti. It also investigates the health state of the Romanian citizens, mainly, but
not exclusively, of those from rural areas. Our sources of information on the nutrition and public
health of interwar Romania consisted in the studies and research carried out in the 1918-1948 period
by the Sociological School of Bucharest, published in scientific journals and books edited under the
scientific authority of Professor Gusti. In this respect, we have examined, almost in its entirety, the
relevant work published by the Monographic School on the subject of nutrition and public health.
The present article aims, therefore, to summarize the sociological studies and research carried out in
the interwar period, at national level, which we above mentioned. It also aims to bring forward, for
further critical scrutiny, a hypothesis regarding the synchrony between the Romanian medical socio-
logy (of Gustian origin) and the similar scientific movements from the Western countries.

Keywords: sociology of food,; medical sociology,; Sociological School of Bucharest,; interwar
Romania; Dimitrie Gusti.

Cuvinte-cheie: sociologia alimentatiei; sociologie medicala, Scoala Sociologica de la Bucuresti;

Romdnia interbelica; Dimitrie Gusti.

Preliminary Thoughts on the
Theoretical Landmarks and
Methodological Limitations

In the interwar period, the Sociological
School of Bucharest developed an exhaustive
monographic method of investigation and
study of the Romanian village [which was seen
at the time, rather fittingly, as “terra incognita”
(Butoi, 2015, 165)]. This method was based on
the integrated research of four major frame-
works (cosmological, biological, historical and
psychological) and four manifestations (eco-
nomic, spiritual, moral/legal, political/adminis-

trative), in the attempt to contribute, on scien-
tific grounds, on the improvement of the poor
living conditions of the Romanian peasantry
(Gusti, 1946; Rostas, 2005; idem, 2009; Bucur,
2011a; idem, 2013a; idem, 2013b, idem,
2016a). Based on this comprehensive and well-
known theory of the frameworks and manifes-
tations of social life, professor Dimitrie Gusti
(founder and leader of the Sociological School
of Bucharest) developed a working strategy for
the monographic research of the Romanian so-
ciety, with the help of his assistants and colla-
borators. This plan represented an absolute
novelty due to its total contradiction with the
theoretical sociology of the time, practiced

* National University of Political Studies and Public Administration (SNSPA), Faculty of Political Science,
Department of Sociology, 30A Expozitiei Street, 7th Floor, District 1, 012104 Bucharest, Romania.

E-mail: bucur@politice.ro.
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solely at a conceptual level, by a part of the in-
terwar academic elite and intelligentsia. From
the perspective of the monographic methodol-
ogy, the biological framework — which we shall
examine in detail in the current article, and
which consists of the studies or articles on food
habits and on public health carried out in inter-
war Romania by the Sociological School of Bu-
charest, and published in scientific journals un-
der the scientific authority of professor Gusti —
turned out to be one of the most spectacular in-
tellectual endeavors of the Gustian mo-
nographers, and also the biggest challenge
faced by the sociological field research.

According to Western academia, the sub-
jects examined by the Sociological School of
Bucharest, which the Gustian monographic
methodology assigns to the category of the bi-
ological framework, are part of the field of
medical sociology. We should also mention
that, for the Romanian interwar scientific com-
munity, the concepts of social medicine, medi-
cal sociology and social biology were synony-
mous, and therefore used interchangeably'.
Irrespective of its designation, this particular
discipline focused on how the social environ-
ment influenced the health of a human collec-
tivity. Finally, the discipline of social medi-
cine, medical sociology or social biology was
considered a subfield of general sociology
(Banu, 1944, 8-12).

Taking into consideration these methodo-
logical delimitations, we shall further attempt
to comprehensive(ly) look at the Romanian
studies and research conducted in the field of
medical sociology, by the Gusti School, and to
subsequently examine them in contrast to the
evolution of this field of study in the Western
academic world. The hypothesis expressed by
the title of this article consists in the result of
this comparison between the beginnings of Ro-
manian and Western medical sociology.

An essential dimension of the monographic
research carried out by the Gusti School in the
interwar period is the appraisal and attempt of
improving the health state of the population
from the rural areas. In this regard, a crucial
contribution was that of anatomy professor

Francisc Rainer and of his assistants from the
Institute of Anatomy and Embryology of the
Bucharest Faculty of Medicine, in the course of
the monographic campaigns of Nerej [1927],
Fundul Moldovei [1928] and Dragus [1929]
(Tone, 2012a). Considered the founder of Ro-
manian anthropology, and author of the first
monographic works of rural anthropology, Pro-
fessor Rainer attempted, in the course of the
abovementioned monographic campaigns, to
treat the afflictions that the rural population suf-
fered of, as he offered medical assistance or pro-
fessional advice for a variety of social diseases,
and determined the anthropologic profiles of the
Romanian peasant people (Tone, 2012a). An-
other vital scientific contribution, widely
acknowledged by the international scientific
community and still of reference today?, is the
impressive body of work in the field of sanitary
assistance and social hygiene carried out by
physician Sabin Manuila [founder of scientific
statistics in Romania (see Annex 1) and Direc-
tor of the Central Institute of Statistics (1934—
1947)]. In the documentation process for the
present work, consulting the Sabin Manuila
Personal Fond (1853—1947), available at the
National Archives of Romania under inventory
no. 614, is mandatory for the researcher deter-
mined to understand the statistical dimensions
of Romanian interwar morbidity and mortality.
In addition, a series of preliminary observa-
tions on the health assessment of the peasants
from the Bessarabian village of Cornova — one
of the major themes of a monographic campaign
from 1931 — can be found by those interested in
the study Cornova (Basarabia), la 13 ani de la
unirea cu Romdnia: portret sanitar [Bessara-
bian Cornova, 13 Years afier the Union with Ro-
mania: A Sanitary Portrait] (Tone, 2013b). In
her study Exercitiu de recuperare: portretul
sanitar al comunei Fundul Moldovei in vara an-
ului 1928 [Recovery Attempt: Sanitary Portrait
of Fundu Moldovei Village in the Summer of
1828], Florentina Tone (2012b) considered the
Romanian peasant’s dwelling as an appropriate
indicator for the health status of a settlement
from the interwar era. For those interested in the
medical findings from the villages of Arges
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county, where research was carried out in the
1938-1939 period by monographic teams
working under the supervision of sociologist
Anton Golopentia, a good work of reference is
the article Echipierii gustieni despre starea san-
itara a satelor Romaniei [Gusti s Teams Mem-
bers on the Sanitary State of the Romanian Vil-
lages] (Golopentia, 2015).

On the subject of peasant nutrition, we
should first note that it represented a funda-
mental concern for the interwar society, as the
rural population of the time was unanimously
considered by researchers as undernourished,
or irrationally nourished (Gusti, 1946, 157). A
major theoretical and methodological contri-
bution to the sociological research of this par-
ticular topic was that of monographer Dumitru
C. Georgescu (1936). Since at that time scien-
tific studies concerning the dietary habits of
the rural population were almost non-existent,
Dumitru C. Georgescu (1936, 6) considered
that a priority of the interwar Romanian soci-
ology should be the systematic collection, pro-
cessing and analysis of information regarding
the peasants’ nutrition (consequently, he de-
signed and conducted a series of extremely rig-
orous sociological inquiries, in terms of data
collection method). Thus, the main subjects of
research he focused on, throughout the mono-
graphic campaigns, were the dietary habits of
the local peasantry, hygiene of the rural house-
hold, and rural morbidity (Tone, 2013a). For
the scientific understanding of the way of feed-
ing of the rural population from Greater Roma-
nia, Traian Herseni and Witold Truszkowski
(1940, 101-107) developed and published, for
the benefit of the Sociological School of
Bucharest, a Plan for the Study of Peasant Eat-
ing Habits. Their main argument for addressing
this subject was that nutrition was not an area
of interest akin only to biology (presented un-
der a numeric form, in order to convey nutri-
tional value), but to sociology and ethnology as
well (since it did much more: it revealed the
customs of the natives). The Plan for the Study
of Peasant Eating Habits requires that in the
course of his inquiry, the sociologist had to
carefully record lists of foods and recipes from

all the peasant households he encountered (ir-
respective of their size, or the owner’s prosper-
ity) (Herseni and Truszkowski, 1940, 101—
107). The Plan for the Study of Peasant Eating
Habits was first put into practice by the Socio-
logic School of Bucharest, in a very thorough,
almost comprehensive manner, and the results
were compiled in the book Nerej: un village
d’une région archaique: monographie soci-
ologique (Stahl, 1939a). The research con-
sisted in sociological enquiries on the amount
and structure of the dietary regimen of the pop-
ulation from the Nerej village in Vrancea, car-
ried out in the summer of 1927 (under the guid-
ance of Academician Dimitrie Gusti); both
quantity and energy value were recorded. The
results showed that even though, measured in
energy intake, the food prepared in the typical
household form Nerej appeared satisfactory,
this wouldn’t reflect on the overall health of
the locals, since they were negatively impacted
by excessive use of alcoholic beverages, and
by rigorous fasting (imposed by the Romanian
Orthodox Church, which issued an interdiction
on the consumption of foods of animal origin
for almost 170 days of the year) (Stahl, 1939a,
193-2006). In addition to the data recorded in
Nerej, the Sociological School of Bucharest in-
vestigated, in 1929, the situation from Dragus
village, in Fagaras County, where the mono-
graphic teams observed and recorded the main
dishes prepared daily by the locals, as well as
foods and dishes prepared on various special
occasions (such as weddings) (Popoiu, 2010,
97-103).

However, near the end of the interwar pe-
riod, the scientific interest into the dietary hab-
its of the population surpassed the sphere of the
Sociological School of Bucharest. More and
more Romanian researchers (mostly physi-
cians) grew interested in the matter, which they
approached with dedication and passion’. We
should also add that the examination and im-
provement effort regarding the deficient diet of
the rural population was a legitimate, ongoing
enterprise, not only for social scientists from
Romania (regardless of their affiliation with
the Sociological School of Bucharest), but also
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for those from the rest of the Balkans, Latin
America or Western Europe®.

Outside of the work of the Sociological
School of Bucharest — that the present article
shall further expand on — an exceptional scien-
tific contribution to the research on the local
population’s hygiene and food regimen in the
interwar era was that of the editorial team from
Revista de igiena sociala [Journal of Social
Hygiene] (1931-1944), publication founded
and led by physician Gheorghe Banu, former
Minister of Health and Social Assistance
(1937-1938). In a similar fashion, though not
dealing with the interwar period, the book
Romdnia medicilor: medici, tarani si igiena
rurald in Romdnia de la 1860 la 1910 [Physi-
cians’ Romania: Physicians, Peasants and
Rural Hygiene in Romania from 1860 to
1910] (Barbulescu, 2015) offers an account of
the sanitary and dietary disaster found both in
rural and urban areas of Wallachia. Closer to
contemporary times, we should mention issue
no. 3/2013 of the Sociologie Romdneasca
[Romanian Sociology] magazine, with the
subject: Individual and social perspectives on
health, disease and health care system. In his
book, Sociologie medicala [Medical Sociol-
ogy], Stefan Petra (2007) published a series of
studies on the health of the Romanian popu-
lation in late twentieth century. Tustin Lupu
and Toan Zanc (1999) also authored a Roma-
nian manual of Sociologie medicald [Medical
Sociology]. We should add that neither of
these last two books deals with the contribu-
tion of the Sociological School of Bucharest
to the development of medical sociology in
Romania. The same applies to Sociologia
sanatatii si a bolii [The Sociology of Health
and Illness] (Radulescu, 2002).

We should not leave out the various re-
ports and studies on sanitation and nutrition
drafted by local public or private organiza-
tions, such as: The Ministry of Public Health
and Social Assistance, the National Society of
Red Cross from Romania, the Health Home,
the National Office of Social Hygiene, and
the County Sanitary Inspectorates. Of these,
of particular significance is Albumul statistic

al igienei preventive, asistentei medicale si al
asistentei sociale [The Statistical Album of
Preventive Hygiene, Health Care and Social
Assistance], issued in 1927 by the Directorate
for Statistics and Propaganda from the Minis-
try of Public Health and Social Assistance.
The Album contains official statistical data on
the organization of the national sanitary and
medical services, as well as on social assis-
tance, prevention of epidemics, eradication of
social diseases and on the distribution of hos-
pitals, nursing homes, outpatient clinics and
health spas.

To conclude, from a personal perspective,
the present study represents an attempt to fur-
ther improve and elaborate on a previously
published article [Population Health in Inter-
war Romania Reflected in the Sociological
School of Bucharest’s Research and Publica-
tions (Bucur, 2016b)]. Therefore, the main pur-
pose of this paper is to formulate a hypothesis
concerning the Gustian origin of Romanian
medical sociology, which we intend to submit
for critical debate to the scientific community
in this particular field (a theoretical approach
that was lacking from the previous study). To
achieve the goal we will compile, in the fol-
lowing development of ideas, a comprehensive
review of the monographic research conducted
at national level, between the two world wars,
by the Sociological School of Bucharest, in ar-
eas ascribed the biological framework, and
published in scientific papers under the scien-
tific authority of Professor Gusti. Lastly, we
shall address the matter of the synchrony be-
tween Romanian medical sociology and simi-
lar scientific movements in Western societies.

The Beginnings of Romanian
Sociological Research in the
Field of Public Nutrition

An area of scientific interest for the Sociolo-
gical School of Bucharest was the correlation
between the widespread physical underdevelop-
ment affecting school-age children from Greater
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Romania and their improper nourishment. After
analyzing and statistically processing results of
sociological research carried, in the interwar pe-
riod, on samples of youth from rural and urban
areas, Anatole Cressin (1937) observed that an
incorrect diet, poor in vitamins, and quantitati-
vely and qualitatively insufficient, led to the
emergence of physiological debilities. Malnou-
rished [as is insufficiently fed] schoolchildren
(62 per cent in Bucovina and 36 per cent in Bu-
charest) and severely malnourished ones (14.3
per cent in Bucovina and 29.7 per cent in Bu-
charest) represented a fraction of 2/3 to 3/4 of
the entire school population of Romania at that
time. On the other hand, a significant proportion
of the school-age children (47 per cent in the ur-
ban environment, 39.3 per cent in the rural en-
vironment) were found to be in poor health [in
the sense that they ranked below average physi-
cal development]. Depending on their resi-
dence, in the interwar period, schoolchildren
either had nothing to eat in the morning (from
6.5 per cent to 11.4 per cent), or were given tea
with no bread (from 7.7 per cent to 47.7 per
cent). In addition, the percentage of school-age
children that were fed polenta at all meals was
between 73.5 per cent and 84 per cent. We can
thus safely say that nation-wide, only one quar-
ter to one third of all school age children were
appropriately fed, and only half of them were
normally developed physically (Cressin, 1937,
212-214). The same situation was encountered
in the village of Holda from Neamt County,
where, in 1939, most of the children were
physically underdeveloped, on the account of
irregular feeding. Moreover, out of all the chil-
dren up to 14 years of age, 66.1 per cent were
suffering from various afflictions caused by
lack of hygiene, the most widespread disease
locally being scabies (29.3 per cent) (Scoala...,
1939, 225-229). In depth information regar-
ding the diet of the pregnant women and of
their infants are offered as well (Scoala...,
1939, 239). These findings are supported by
the research of schoolteacher Alexandru Vidi-
can (1938, 381-382), on the diet of 400 pri-
mary school children from Caianul-Mic, So-
mes County, who exhibited noticeable signs of

intellectual and physical weakness. An enquiry
carried out for eight days, in the school-year
1936/1937, by the teacher, revealed that 14 per
cent of them came to school in the morning on
an empty stomach, 60 per cent had only po-
lenta to eat, and the rest of 26 per cent had soup
or polenta with meat. At noon, their meal con-
sisted of polenta with milk, sausages or clear
soup (for 78 per cent of cases), bread or polenta
alone (for 18 per cent), with the remaining four
per cent being given nothing to eat. At dinner,
40 per cent of them had polenta, 18 per cent
only bread, and 42 per cent, polenta with sour
cream. The most alarming aspect, however,
was the fact that even though some families
were prosperous and had at their disposal the
proper ingredients, the housewives simply did
not know how to prepare the food, and showed
complete ignorance on the matter of healthy di-
ets for their children (Vidican, 1938, 381-382).
Another research, this time in the village of
Sant, from Nasaud County, subject to a mono-
graphic investigation carried out by the Gusti
School in 1935-1936, revealed the following
regarding the dietary situation of the children up
to 14 years: 42.7 per cent had a normal diet, 20.9
per cent suffered from malnourishment, 3.1 per
cent from increased malnourishment, and 30.3
per cent from moderate overeating (Herseni,
1936, 37). Similarly, in the Belint village, from
Timis-Torontal County, that was the subject of a
monographic investigation carried out by the
Banat-Crisana Social Institute in 1934, 60.2 per
cent of the local children were underweight, and
the diet of the locals was found insufficient in
41.9 per cent of the households (Georgescu,
1938, 390). Veturia Manuila (1939) discovered
a similar state of malnourishment and physical
retardation amongst children from the urban en-
vironment, according to the result of her survey
on the health status of 1,425 children from 765
families in the Tei district of Bucharest:

Of 1,425 children, 502 are visibly anemic
and undernourished, which means that 35 per
cent of all non-infant children are ill. [...] 783
of the children, more than half of them, live in
a single room, deemed insalubrious. Out of
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these children, 446 are anemic and undernour-
ished, and 210 sick. [...] From the families
who live in a single room categorized as salu-
brious, in the group of those with four children
(therefore six persons in a room) there are 92
children, out of which 40 are undernourished
and 25 sick (Manuila, 1939, 173).

If this was the case with children, the diet
of the adults was, unsurprisingly, just as defi-
cient. For instance, studying the dietary habits
of the groups of harvester women from the vil-
lages of Cuhea (Maramures County) and
Telciu (Nasdaud County), Florea Florescu
(1937, 510) discovered that they each carried
in their sack food consisting in three loafs of
bread (of approximately 8 kg), and some
cheese, which they ate while on their way to
the crops. On a whole day of working on the
fields, the harvesters from Cuhea fed them-
selves bread and milk (for breakfast), broth
with meat (for lunch), bread (as afternoon
snack), green beans with potatoes (for dinner);
those from Telciu ate bread and cheese (for
breakfast), meat broth (for lunch), cheese pie
(afternoon snack) and noodles with milk (for
dinner) (Florescu, 1937, 510). In another
study, from 1939, Petre Lenghel-Izanu de-
scribes the typical diet of the Romanian peas-
ant from Barsana, Maramures County, which
was as frugal as it was unhealthy. His main
conclusion — valid for the entire Romanian
cultural space — is that women from
Maramures simply did not know how to pre-
pare the food. Even the housewives from the
more thriving families, who had all the neces-
sary ingredients at hand, prepared plain, taste-
less dishes. Thus, the standard diet consisted
of corn flour bread and polenta (which was
eaten with sour cream, milk, cheese or cottage
cheese). On average, a resident of Barsana
consumed merely 4-5 kg of meat annually.
Wheat bread was eaten only on certain occa-
sions or exceptional events, such as Christmas
Day, Easter celebration, weddings, baptisms
or funerals. In spring, the main foods eaten
were vegetables and lettuce. Summer meals
were prepared from potatoes, green beans and

pumpkin, in addition to the daily corn bread,
polenta and milk. Autumn and winter food
consisted mostly of beans, potatoes and cab-
bage (Lenghel-Izanu, 1939, 271-272). In
1938, in Bessarabia, on the banks of Prut
River, in the Vileni village from Cahul
County, the food of the locals was also inade-
quate, unbalanced and erratic; with the peas-
ants living on cherry plums and fruit mush in
summer and on polenta and porridge in winter
(Stirbu, 1938, 521). The investigations carried
out by the Sociological School of Bucharest in
the fishermen community from Turtucaia, Du-
rostor County, revealed an insufficient and un-
balanced diet as well (Marculescu-Dunire,
1939, 246). Typically, the locals were eating
fresh or salted fish, polenta, and only on fes-
tive days, homemade bread (Mairculescu-
Dunare, 1939, 249). Even in the case of the
wealthier peasant families from the Merisor
hamlet, Hunedoara County, who owned up to
100 sheep, 10 large cattle and more than 30
hectars of land, the dietary habits, examined
by Ion Vintilescu (1937, 505) were markedly
archaic and rudimentary. These families con-
sumed food that was scarce and unsubstantial,
due to their deep-rooted habit of eating over-
salted cheese, of low nutritive value (Vin-
tilescu, 1937, 505). However, inquiries on the
dietary habits of local notabilities showed that
the latter represented an exception, having had
a relatively high life standard®. On this matter,
researcher Alexandru Barbat (1938, 30-31)
published an inventory and a detailed budget
for the 1936—-1937 period, regarding the nutri-
tion of the family of former mayor Dumitru
Munteanu of Ucea de Sus, Fagaras County.

A fit conclusion is that formulated by Pro-
fessor Gusti in his analysis and commentary on
the dietary habits of the rural populace, based
on the social observation sheets compiled by
the Royal Student Teams during the mono-
graphic and cultural work campaign carried
out in the year of 1938, in a number of 55 vil-
lages from all over Greater Romania:

Nutrition, although satisfactory in most of
the cases in terms of average quantities of raw
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products consumed, is flawed due to exces-
sive use of corn, low consumption of animal
products and fresh food (only 48 per cent of
the households owned a milk cow), due to
lack of knowledge in the preparation of food,
and to very poor food hygiene. The most se-
vere deficiency of the peasant diet is, how-
ever, its unbalanced character, the peasant
family undergoing periods of overeating dur-
ing winter, strictly from a quantitative point
of view, followed by long malnourishment
periods during summer [...]. Alcoholism is a
consequence of this malnourishment and lack
of variation. The result is an increased fre-
quency of acute gastrointestinal diseases, es-
pecially in children over a year, and of
chronic digestive diseases in the adult popu-
lation, as shown by the consultation records
of the dispensaries organized by the Teams
(Gusti, 1938, 435).

The Beginnings of Romanian
Sociologic Research in the Field
of Public Health

Despite the best efforts the Sociological
School of Bucharest and its tireless work car-
ried out between 1934-1939 by way of the
Royal Student Teams and Social Service Teams
(who managed to intervene in only two per cent
of the villages of interwar Romania, the most),
the sanitary state of the rural space remained es-
sentially precarious (Bucur, 2013a, 98-99). De-
spite Professor Gusti’s hopes of teaching the ru-
ral population how to live and eat properly, or
how to lead a healthy life, these remained noth-
ing but mere illusions (Gusti, 1938, 435). As
we pointed out and elaborated upon in a previ-
ously published article [Population Health in
Interwar Romania Reflected in the Sociological
School of Bucharest’s Research and Publica-
tions (Bucur, 2016b)], by the end of the inter-
war period, due to poverty, poor alimentation,
lack of hygiene or health care, Romania was in
a critical medical situation, desperate even, in
comparison with Western Europe. Even though
the authorities did their best to deal with this
situation, Romania was the country with the

highest rate of infant mortality in Europe (the
main cause of death being congenital debility).
In addition, when it came to school-age popu-
lation, the overwhelming majority of pupils
were insufficiently fed, and half of them suf-
fered from subnormal physical development.
Traian Herseni (1936, 35-42) believed that
only the personal involvement of King Carol II
could possibly have led to an improvement of
the health of the Romanian peasantry, affected
by poor diet, precarious hygiene, untreated ill-
nesses and a retrograde mentality (Beloiu,
1938, 203-204; Bordusani, 1935, 6; Clopotel,
1928, 14; Echipa Napadeni, 1935, 2; Echipa
Sambateni, 1935, 2; Imbrescu, 1936, 5; Io-
nescu-Romanati, 1937, 4; Locusteanu, 1934,
171-174, 179-180; M.S. Regele la Echipa
Ferdinand, 1935, 4-5; Manuila, 1937, 88;
Marinescu-Nour, 1934, 216-217; Measnicov,
1937, 160-164; Olanesti, 1935, 6; Popescu and
Cazan, 1936, 2; Raport..., 1934, 210v; Stahl,
1939b, 86; Todan, 1935, 6; Tones and Cosma,
1936, 5). To make sense of the high morbidity
and mortality rates of the interwar era, another
fact should be taken into account as well: the
extremely low number of physicians (only
7,162 for a total population of 18 million). Of
these, only 1,935 were working in rural areas
(where 80 per cent of the population resided).
In the opinion of Dr. Sabin Manuild (1938,
227-228), the country needed, at that time, at
least a double number of doctors, compared
with the existing figure. For these reasons, in
the interwar period, over 60 per cent of the de-
ceased had never received adequate medical
treatment (the main causes of death were tuber-
culosis, pneumonia, heart disease, nephritis,
cancer, pellagra and syphilis) (Measnicov,
1937, 163—-167). Particularly in the rural areas,
the situation was desperate in every of the as-
pects discussed above (Georgescu, 1937, 68;
Gheorghiu, 1937, 80-83; Manuilda and
Georgescu, 1938, 136).

Unfortunately, the health state of the pop-
ulation was not much different in urban areas
either. Veturia Manuila studied the medical and
locative situation of the 765 impoverished fam-
ilies from the Bucharest Tei neighborhood of
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workers. On this occasion, she found that 43
per cent of adults were ill, while 35 per cent of
children were sick or undernourished. Over 50
per cent of the homes investigated were unsan-
itary, and had only one room and one bed,
where the whole family slept (Manuila 1939,
170-173). Other sociological surveys focused
on the deplorable social and sanitary circum-
stances in which the university students from
the capital city lived. Thus, the students of
Bucharest came mostly from poor families,
lived in unsanitary dormitories, ate poorly and
meagerly, and had to work in order to support
themselves; to complete the picture, 25 per cent
of them were underdeveloped physically, and
50 per cent suffered from various contagious
diseases (Bucur, 2011b, 34-38; Campineanu,
1931, 3; idem, 1932a, 3; idem, 1932b, 3; idem,
1932¢, 3; idem, 1932d, 3; idem, 1932e, 3;
Sdrobis, 2013, 29-30). Generally, the student
life in interwar Bucharest was characterized by
morbidity and promiscuity, poor personal hy-
giene, lack of sexual education (which resulted
in 20-25 per cent of the students contracting
venereal diseases as early as high school), in-
sufficient nutrition and alcoholism (Pogojeanu,
1934, 1936). The main consequences of these
deficiencies were the mass dropout of students
(only 25 per cent of those enrolled in the first
year would eventually graduate) and their com-
mitment to political extremism (by enrollment
in the Legionary Movement) (Sdrobis, 2015,
143). In this vein, the sociology of education
has validated, in theory, the correlation between
a poor education and a series of negative socio-
economic factors influencing it:

For those belonging to one of the most dis-
advantaged categories, that of the poor, a com-
bination of factors can have the most serious
impact on the pursuit of education: lack of fi-
nancial resources, shabby and overcrowded
homes, a rich medical history combined with
lack of access to health care services and lack
of access to nurseries or kindergartens. This
can happen both directly, through their effects
on the affordability of education, and indi-
rectly, by affecting the child’s physical and
mental abilities (Vlasceanu, 2010, 621).

The Beginnings of Western
Medical Sociology and its
Synchrony with the Research of
the Sociological School of
Bucharest on the Biological
Framework

After having established and elaborated on
the Gustian origin of the Romanian medical
sociology, we further intend to show that, in
the interwar period, this discipline was con-
temporary with the international scientific
movement of the field. Respectively, we shall
illustrate how the vast array of sociological re-
search on public health carried out by the So-
ciological School of Bucharest coincided with
similar efforts carried out in the Western
world, specifically with the institutionalization
and development of general sociology and of
medical sociology in particular. Thus, in The
Blackwell Companion to Medical Sociology,
William Cockerham (2001, XI) considers that
medical sociology, as a subfield of general so-
ciology, began to develop in a systematic man-
ner in the United States in the late 1940s, alt-
hough the intellectual interests on public health
research had their roots in the social medicine
practiced in the nineteenth century in England,
France and Germany (Collyer, 2010, 86-87).
With government funding, after the end of the
Second World War, American specialists in
medical sociology began to investigate how
changing social conditions affected human
health. It is true that in this early period, medi-
cal sociology could not claim scientific auton-
omy, having been in a state of (primarily finan-
cial) dependency, especially from medicine
(Cockerham, 2001, 3—4). Therefore, between
18791935, the scientific literature in the field
of American medical sociology was written by
physicians, rather than by sociologists (Cock-
erham, 2011, 236). Eventually, its establish-
ment as a subfield of general sociology would
bring medical sociology its recognition and
well-deserved scientific prestige (Cockerham,
2001, 3—4). In contradiction with this official
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history of the origins of medical sociology in
the United States, in the mid-twentieth century,
Fran Collyer (2010, 89) constructed — in her
work, Origins and Canons: Medicine and the
History of Sociology — a comprehensive analy-
sis aimed at recovering the sociological works
on mortality, morbidity and health written be-
tween 18001920 by Claude-Henri de Saint-
Simon, John Stuart Mill, Karl Marx, Frederick
Engels, Max Weber and Emile Durkheim. Col-
lyer (2010, 90-91) showed that the founding
fathers of European sociology took part, dur-
ing the nineteenth century, on public debates
regarding the relationship between pauperism
and morbidity, supported the reform of medi-
cal education, promoted radical social change,
demanded an active role of the state in matters
of public health, campaigned to eradicate pov-
erty, theorized on how medical conditions (like
hunger, disability, alcoholism, poverty, infant
mortality) should be considered social and not
individual phenomena, etc. Also, Samuel Wil-
liam Bloom (2002, 19) maintained — in Word
as Scalpel: A History of Medical Sociology —
that scientific research in the field of medical
sociology (defined, in terms of a social sci-
ence, as social medicine, public health or so-
cial hygiene) began as early as the nineteenth
century. Therefore, since the mid-nineteenth
century, Western societies were ready to accept
a new scientific construct — under the name of
social medicine, public health or social hy-
giene —, which stated that social factors influ-
enced health problems.

This was a period when the terms “public
health”, “social hygiene”, and “social medi-
cine” were often used interchangeably. The
idea of “medicine as social science” was
dropped (Bloom, 2002, 19).

Moreover, this period marks the first use of
the term medical sociology, by John Shaw Bil-
lings, in 1879, in the United States, in a paper
in which the study of hygiene is linked to soci-
ological research. In the following period, a
number of American authors — like Charlie
Mclntire (1894), Elizabeth Blackwell (1902)

or James Warbasse (1909) — would publish va-
rious works in the field of medical sociology.
An aspect of particular importance for the pa-
rallel we intend to draw with the Sociological
School of Bucharest is the introduction of so-
cial medicine as a university discipline for the
first time, at Harvard University, in 1905, by
Richard Clarke Cabot. Richard Clarke Cabot
was the first professor of social ethics who bro-
ught together the study of social medicine and
sociology under the Department of Social Et-
hics, established in 1920 at Harvard Univer-
sity. Professor Cabot is considered the founder
of social medicine (Bloom, 2002, 19-21). Des-
pite its roots in the European intellectual tradi-
tion of the nineteenth century, the emergence
of medical sociology should therefore be un-
derstood in the context of the introduction of
this particular subject in the curricula of Ame-
rican universities, in early twentieth century
(Bloom, 2002, 23). In the interwar period, so-
ciology in general and medical sociology in
particular, were able to develop and instituti-
onalize in the United States (most American
universities establishing a department of soci-
ology) (Bloom, 2002, 39-41).

This conception regarding the birth of me-
dical sociology in the American universities,
at the beginning of the twentieth century,
should be correlated and complemented with
the European intellectual and academic tradi-
tion from the second half of the nineteenth
century on the beginnings of the study of so-
cial hygiene. Thus, in Europe, the first depar-
tments of social hygiene were created in En-
gland (1860), Romania (1861), Germany
(1865) and Russia (1871), and were chaired by
E. Al. Parkes, Iacob Felix, Max von Petten-
kofer and V. A. Subbotin (Ursea, 2001, 919).
A remarkable contribution to the European
and academic recognition of social hygiene
was that of Professor Iacob Felix (1901, 20),
the founder of scientific hygiene in Romania
(llea, Pruteanu and Grosz, 1966, 77). An
analysis of the contribution of Romanian and
Western schools of social medicine supports
the idea of scientific synchrony between the
two (Buda, 2013, 180; Ursea, 2001, 919-928).
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To an extent, this phenomenon of
synchrony regarding the study of social hygi-
ene in the European universities from the se-
cond half of the twentieth century can be com-
pared with the beginnings of academic
sociology, at the end of the nineteenth century
and the beginning of the twentieth century, in
Europe and the United States. One of the re-
markable moments of this period was the esta-
blishment of the first Romanian School of So-
ciology®. The Monographic School of
Bucharest was founded at the initiative of Pro-
fessor Dimitrie Gusti, member (1919—1948)
and President (1944-1946) of the Romanian
Academy, head of the department of History of
Greek Philosophy, Ethics and Sociology at the
University of lasi (1910-1920) and of the de-
partment of Sociology, Ethics, Politics and
Aesthetics at the University of Bucharest
(1920-1947). At the same time as Professor
Gusti, in the Romanian academia, was chair of
the Department of Sociology (since 1910), the
first departments of sociology were being esta-
blished in the United States (1892), France
(1895), England (1904), Germany (1919) and
Poland (1920), for Albion W. Small, Emile
Durkheim, Edward Alexander Westermarck,
Max Weber and Florian Witold Znaniecki. The
development of Romanian and Western socio-
logy, at an academic level, is thus synchronous.
What is more, both Emile Durkheim (the foun-
der of the French school of sociology and the
first holder of a chair of sociology in Europe)
and Dimitrie Gusti (the founder of Romanian
sociology) studied in Germany under Profes-
sor Wilhelm Maximilian Wundt (the founder
of modern psychology).

Since 1925, the Sociological School of
Bucharest launched numerous monographic re-
search campaigns in the Romanian villages,
given that public health was considered a major
area of interest and a critical component of the
Gustian sociological methodology (Gusti, 1946;
Rostas 2005; idem, 2009; Bucur, 2011a; idem
2013a; idem, 2013b, idem, 2016a). The results
of'this enterprise were published —under the sci-
entific authority of the Sociological School of
Bucharest or of the professional organizations’

set up by Professor Gusti — in numerous books
and magazines, of which we should mention the
prestigious Sociologie Romdneasca [Romanian
Sociology] (1936-1943), Arhiva pentru Sti-
inta si Reforma Sociald [Archive for Science
and Social Reform] (1919-1943), Revista In-
stitutului Social Banat-Crigsana [Journal of
Banat-Crisana Social Institute] (1933—-1946),
Buletinul Institutului Social Romdn din
Basarabia [Bulletin of the Romanian Social
Institute of Bessarabia] (1937), Buletinul In-
stitutului de Cercetari Sociale al Romaniei —
Regionala Chisinau [Bulletin of the Social Re-
search Institute of Romania — Chisinau Branch]
(1938) and the periodicals Curierul Echipelor
Studentesti [Student Teams Courier] (1934—
1938) and Curierul Serviciului Social [Social
Service Courier] (1938-1939). In the 1934—
1939 period, the Royal Student Teams and So-
cial Service Teams, under the direction of Pro-
fessor Gusti, included specialists in human
and veterinary medicine, whose purpose con-
sisted in improving health in rural areas. Un-
fortunately, the Soviet military occupation of
Romania, after the Second World War, resulted
in the retirement of Professor Gusti (in 1947)
and the ban of sociology (in 1948). This was fol-
lowed by the communist repression against hu-
manist academics and intellectuals, and the in-
dexing of Romanian sociology (as a result, two
of the Assistant professors of Professor Gusti —
Anton Golopentia and Mircea Vulcanescu — met
their death in communist prisons). Eventually,
the Bucharest School of Sociology sank into
oblivion. In this context, we hope that in the fu-
ture, a history of medical sociology will perhaps
mention the Gustian School and its contribution
to this field of study.

Conclusions

The reader of this article will easily con-
clude that the deficient nutrition of the Roma-
nian peasant was mainly caused by its exces-
sive use of polenta (despite being consumed
with other dairy products). They will also agree
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that in the rural environment, unbalanced nutri-
tion was not economically driven: even in the
well-off households, with all the ingredients at
hand, the housewives prepared simple and
tasteless foods, because they did not know how
to cook. The negative effects on the health state
of the local peasantry, caused by an insufficient
(lacking in vitamins) or unilateral (based only
on corn) alimentation, have been the subject of
study for a number of specialists from the Ro-
manian monographic movement®. Therefore,
the Sociological School of Bucharest consid-
ered that, in order to adopt any remedial or cor-
rective measures, a comprehensive investiga-
tion on the diet of the peasant population,
carried out at a national level, was first called
for (Ionescu, 1937, 453).

When it came to medical services, interwar
Romania faced a crisis as well. Even in the
fairly wealthier villages, the sanitary situation
was disastrous, as was the case also with the
educated social group of the students from the
capital city. According to Professor Gusti him-
self, even in the more prosperous villages of
the country, the average mortality exceeded 20
per mil (figure even higher than that of neigh-
boring countries, where the mortality index
was 15 per mil). In Greater Romania, every
third child died before reaching 1 year of age.
Utter lack of hygiene and poor nutrition char-
acterized even the homes of wealthy peasants
(through excessive consumption of corn and
low consumption of meat, or through lack of
knowledge in preparing healthy meals, which
led to chronic diseases of the digestive system)
(Gusti, 1938, 434-435). Moreover, we should
mention the rampant illiteracy (at a rate of 43
per cent in 1930), one of the largest in Europe
at that time (Bartos, 1938, 372; Manuild and
Georgescu, 1938, 142).

Another conclusion the reader of this arti-
cle will agree upon is the unmitigated interest
of the Sociological School of Bucharest in re-
searching the dietary habits of the population,
and in identifying realistic measures of sani-
tary intervention in the rural communities,
aimed at ameliorating the existing deficien-
cies. Issues pertaining to healthcare and food,

affiliated to the biological framework, were,
therefore, extremely important for the Gustian
School, as they addressed — demographically —
the very survival of the biological species (in
general) and the cultural development of the
Romanian people (in particular). We should
mention that — in its sociological approach of
health-related topics — the School of Bucharest
does not share the questionable and objection-
able racist conceptions of the era (biopolitics
and eugenics). Moreover, given that mono-
graphic sociology has been defined by Gusti as
a science of the Romanian nation, its founder
felt that the health and eating habits of the pop-
ulation had to be topics of primary interest to
society (and of primary concern for the gov-
ernment officials). This perspective puts the
Romanian sociological research in the field of
medical sociology amongst its contemporary
counterparts, alongside with the American and
European scientific endeavor in this area. De-
spite not having explicitly used the term medi-
cal sociology (due to the integrative methodo-
logical architecture), the biological framework
(which addressed the issues of public hygiene
and food) was an integral part of the Romanian
monographic sociology. Furthermore, Profes-
sor Gusti (1946) used the fundamental concept
of sociologia militans, which he saw as a so-
cially active discipline, thoroughly engaged in
the affairs of state, unrestricted to neutrally
measuring and researching the various social
realities of the Romanian society, with the pur-
pose of alleviating the situation, as much as
possible, but only through legal and ethical
means (and always in collaboration with local
and central government authorities). That is
why, in addition to their primary activity of so-
ciological investigation, the Royal Student
Teams and the Social Service Teams included
amongst their members, specialists in human
and veterinary medicine (who treated the dis-
eases of suffering people and animals in house-
holds) and in housekeeping (who provided
useful advice and practical lessons about the
preparation of healthy food and the efficient
organization of the peasant household). Unfor-
tunately, despite the assiduous efforts of the
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Gustian School — that even entailed legislative
measures [aimed at the reform the Romanian
health system (Ionescu, 1937, 446—451; Pupeza
et al., 1938, 497-498)] —, the general state of
health of the Romanian population did not reg-
ister a significant improvement. Beyond this

Notes

' Between the late nineteenth century and early
twentieth century, in the Western scientific world, the
fields of social hygiene (centered on the prevention of
disease) and of social medicine (centered on the treat-
ment of disease) begin to overlap (Radulescu, 2002,
29). In addition to his phenomena, in the United
States, in the interwar period, the notions of medical
sociology and social medicine are being used inter-
changeably (Radulescu, 2002, 33). On the other hand,
it is true that social medicine owes its coming into ex-
istence, among other factors, to the inclusion of the
bio-sociological interpretation into the area of socio-
logical study (Radulescu, 2002, 37). Therefore, for
the establishment of social medicine, an equally es-
sential part was played by the physicians’ interest in
the areas of public health and social hygiene and by
the sociologists’ efforts to highlight the social causes
of disease. Quite often, the roles of the physicians and
of the sociologists coincided (Radulescu, 2002, 33).

2 Following the definitive establishment of the
totalitarian communist regime in Romania, physi-
cian Sabin Manuila, an important collaborator of the
Sociological School of Bucharest, chose exile and
settled in the United States, in 1948; here he worked
with a number of international organizations, active
in the fields of public health and nutrition, such as
The Institute for Food Research (Stanford Univer-
sity) and World Health Organization.

3 1t should be noted that Dumitru C. Georgescu
(1939, 314-319) reviewed, for the journal Sociolo-
gie Romaneasca [Romanian Sociology], a series of
recently published works (at that time), dealing
with Romanian nutrition, such as: Ancheta asupra
alimentatiei taranului din Muntii Apuseni [Inquiry
on Peasant Food in the Apuseni Mountains]
(Grigore Benetato, 1936), Cercetari asupra ali-
mentatiei taranului moldovean, cu observatiuni
asupra regimului pelagrosilor [Research on Mol-
davian Peasant Food, with Notes on the Pellagra
Food Regimen] (Moise Enescu and A. Radenschi,
1937), Alimentatia muncitorului [The Nutrition of

regrettable lack of efficiency, what remains,
however, is the memory of a Romanian move-
ment of medical sociology, as active and rele-
vant as its American and European counter-
parts of the time.

the Laborer] (George Baltaceanu 1939), Alimenta-
tia poporului romdn, in cadrul antropogeografiei si
istoriei economice [The Dietary Habits of the Ro-
manian People seen by Anthropo-geography and
Economic History] (Ioan Claudian, 1939).

4 For instance, sociological enquiry carried out
between 1935-1936 in 939 households from 193 vil-
lages spread across Bulgaria concluded that the food
regimen of the locals was too rich in carbohydrates
and too limited in range. Their diet consisted in 72
per cent cereal, 10 per cent meat, nine per cent fruits
and vegetables, six per cent milk and eggs, two per
cent alcoholic beverages and one per cent sugar, rice
and others. A share of 82.6 per cent of all the con-
sumed food came from own resources (Golopentia,
1938, 598). The Sociological School of Bucharest
also took an interest in the government policies pro-
moted in Chile for healthy eating and for alleviating
the effects of the lack of vitamins in nutrition
(Galitzi, 1939, 29). On the other hand, a comparison
made by Tiberiu Morariu (1942) between the diet of
Romanian and French shepherds (from the Carpathi-
ans and the Alps respectively), in the interwar pe-
riod, revealed that the food of the latter was much
more varied. Thus, the shepherds from western Eu-
rope would consume, besides dairy products, pro-
duce, meat, and sometimes wine; moreover, they
would pay great attention to the cooking process,
which couldn’t be further from the truth in case of
the local ones (Morariu, 1942, 386-388).

5> Regarding the prices, in 1934, for the food pur-
chased by a peasant family from the village of
Ciorna, Rezina, Orhei County, see Gheorghe Zane
(1938, 555), who published the findings of a mono-
graphic enquiry carried out by the Seminar of Polit-
ical Economy from the University of Iasi.

¢ Dimitrie Gusti is the author of the first Roma-
nian system of scientific sociology. He is also the
creator of sociological university education in
Romania. In 1910, Professor Gusti inaugurated the
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first constant and systematic sociology course at
the University of lasi (Herseni, 1940, 95-96). The
debut of Professor Gusti’s academic activity
equates with the beginnings of the sociology de-
partment tradition in Romania, represented by uni-
versity teaching staff specialized in this scientific
discipline. At the Sociological School of Bucharest,
Professor Gusti’s main collaborators were his uni-
versity assistants: Gheorghe Vladescu-Raécoasa,
Mircea Vulcanescu, Henri H. Stahl, Traian Herseni
and Anton Golopentia (Herseni, 1940, 107-108).

7 Some of the professional organizations that
Professor Gusti established and chaired, in interwar
Romania, are: The Association for Study and Social
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Annex 1:

Professor Dimitrie Gusti, in his quality of
chairman of the Census Commission, recom-
mends Mr. Sabin Manuila to the Minister of La-
bor, Health and Social Assistance, on Decem-
ber 12, 1929, to be appointed director of the
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Cadre normativ-institutionale ale constructiei sociale
a profesiel de consilier de probatiune in zona de
Nord-Est a Romaniei si in Republica Moldova
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Abstract: The present article aims to analyse the institutional regulatory frameworks of the activity
of probation counselors in Romania and the Republic of Moldova, and their impact on the social
construction of the profession of probation counselor. The theoretical frameworks are pegged by the
three paradigms on justice: retributive, restorative and humanistic (based on human rights). The
model of probation implemented in the two states, according to the existing normative framework,
is tributary to the retributive paradigm. We notice an intention of the legislator to harmonize the
national legislation with the European frameworks in the field, by introducing certain regulatory
frameworks based on restorative and humanistic justice, but there are also inconsistencies in tran-
sposing those into normative frameworks of functioning of probation. The cultural context of the
two countries is unfavorable for the social alternatives to imprisonment, the dominant mentality
being highly retributive. The epistemic and axiological frameworks of the probation services in Ro-
mania and the Republic of Moldova are generally tributary to the prisonocentric paradigm, belon-
ging to the model of retributive justice. The probation system is generally seen as an alternative to
imprisonment, and less as an alternative to the punishment. We must notice that the regulatory pro-
gress of the Romanian system of juvenile justice, which eliminates the idea of punishment applied
to the minors, the sanctioning measures applied, including the custodial ones are considered educa-
tional measures, not punitive ones.

Keywords: restorative justice; probation; institutional regulatory frameworks; social construction
of probation.

Cuvinte-cheie: justitie restaurativa; probatiune; cadre normativ-institutionale; constructie sociald
a probatiunii.

cum acestea reies din cadrele normativ-insti-
tutionale si din analiza literaturii de speciali-
tate romaneasca §i internationald. In analiza

In lucrarea de fatd urmirim sa realizim o
analiza critica a literaturii de specialitate so-
cio-juridicd dedicata dimensiunii instrumen-
tal-normative a constructiei sociale a profesiei
de consilier de probatiune. Ne-am propus sa
analizdm jaloanele care marcheaza functiona-
rea profesiei de consilier de probatiune, asa

probatiunii, ca practica sociald se pot urmari
mai multe modele teoretice, din care cel mai
adecvat este in general considerat a fi cel al
Justitiei (dreptatii) restaurative (Balahur,
2001). In contextul dat de abordarea construc-
tionista a probatiunii, vedem justitia restaura-
tiva ca reprezentand, in primul rand, un acord

* Universitatea Stefan cel Mare din Suceava, Universitatea de Stat, Chiginau, Republica Moldova, Centrul
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interpretativ cu privire la obiectul conflictului
si a relatiei dintre victimd si infractor, sursele
si cauzele acestuia, consecintele uneia sau al-
teia dintre posibilele rezolvari, si, nu in ulti-
mul rand, asupra celei mai favorabile solutii
pentru toate partile. Rolul pedepsei privit din
perspectiva dreptatii restaurative este cel de a
facilita reabilitarea, statul fiind co-responsabil
de aceasta. Modelul justitiei restaurative se
bazeaza pe activitati reparatorii active si pe
constientizarea infractorului cu privire la im-
pactul infractiunii asupra victimei (Daly, 2000;
Groza, 2006). Acest model elimina partial ris-
cul de recidiva dat de cariera penitenciara si de
discriminarea la care fostii detinuti sunt supusi.
Astfel este maximizat rolul educativ al sancti-
unii in detrimentul rolului sau punitiv (Sandu
si Unguru, 2014, 34,207). Accentul restaurativ
se pune pe intelegerea de catre infractor a rau-
lui produs si pe acceptarea raspunderii pentru
repararea pagubei (Toroipan si Oancea, 2002).
Implementarea justitiei restaurative se reali-
zeazd prin accentuarea dimensiunii sociale a
raspunderii penale (Daly, 2000; Johnstone si
Van Ness, 2006), ceea ce, in fapt, presupune o
(re)constructie sociala a responsabilitatii. Jus-
titia restaurativa este in general prezentata ca
fundament al serviciilor de probatiune, si, in
general, practica profesionald in domeniul
probatiunii ca avand la baza o serie de valori
constitutive de natura etica, dintre care demni-
tatea individului — atat a faptuitorului cat si a
victimei — vazuta ca respect fatd de autonomia
individului, in contextul reconstructiei sociale
a responsabilitdtii persoanei care a savarsit
fapte penale. Justitia restaurativa vizeaza refa-
cerea echilibrului social perturbat prin savar-
sirea infractiunii. Acest echilibru poate fi cel
mai bine restabilit prin asumarea responsabili-
tatii tuturor partilor implicate, si nu doar a in-
fractorului. Asumarea responsabilitatii nu
poate fi o practica impusd, ci, dimpotriva, ar
trebui sd aiba la bazd o decizie autonoma a su-
biectilor implicati — infractori, victima si comu-
nitate. Institutiile abilitate sa implementeze jus-
titia restaurativd — serviciile de probatiune —
sunt responsabile de procesul de constructie so-

ciald a autonomiei si responsabilitatii, construc-
tie pe care o vedem ca pe o strategie bazata pe
actiune comunicativa, si nu doar pe actiune so-
ciald asa cum este in prezent (Maxim, 2001;
Frunza, 2016).

Cercetarea referitoare la probatiune si, in
general, la alternativele sociale fatd de incarce-
rare poate fi importanta in contextul:

+ costurile financiare si sociale generate de
aplicarea sanctiunilor privative de libertate;

» cresterea riscului savarsirii unor noi infracti-
uni de catre persoanele care au suferit o con-
damnare privativa de libertate;

* stigmatizarea si excluderea sociala la care
aceste persoane sunt supuse;

* vulnerabilizarea familiilor detinutilor, dar si
a persoanelor care au executat o pedeapsa
privativa de libertate (Sandu, 2015b).

Efectele colaterale ale Inchisorii pot fi for-
mulate sub forma sanselor scazute de a gasi un
loc de munca — in conditiile unei puternice
stigmatizari si discriminari, ce se manifesta si
asupra membrilor familiei — aparitia unor
efecte pe termen lung asupra sanatatii fizice si
mentale ale fostului detinut. Mediul carceral
este unul profund criminogen, predominanta
sanctiunilor privative de libertate poate duce
la riscul exportului stilului de viata carceral in
comunitate.

Scopul articolului este dezvoltarea unui
model interpretativ a constructiei sociale a pro-
fesiei de consilier de probatiune in regiunea de
N-E a Romaniei si in Republica Moldova. Re-
levanta temei deriva din necesitatea intelegerii
particularitatilor de constructie sociald a unei
profesii cu caracter asistential in contextul
unor schimbari majore a cadrului normativ si a
structurii institutionale, ce definesc aceasta
profesie in cele doua tari. Cercetarea are o na-
turd exploratorie urmarind generarea unor mo-
dele conceptuale, care sa constituie punctul de
plecare a unei teorii generale asupra constuc-
tiei sociale a profesiei de consilier de probati-
une, si Intelegea modului 1n care probatiunea
in cele doua tari este convergentd cu modelele
de probatiune descrise in literatura.
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Cadrele teoretico-institutionale
ca instante ale constructiei
sociale ale profesiei de consilier
de probatiune

Literatura de specialitate (Phillips, 2010)
referitoare la constructia sociald a practicii
probatiunii — cu referire la sistemul britanic si
la generabilizarea acestuia — argumenteaza ne-
cesitatea analizei perspectivei istorice atunci
cand se implementeaza noi standarde in ceea
ce priveste practica probatiunii, intrucat siste-
mele de probatiune sunt dependente de contex-
tul istoric in care s-au dezvoltat si se dezvolta.
Comparatia intre sistemul american si cel bri-
tanic aratd ca cele doud au evoluat diferit n
functie de semnificatia termenului de faptui-
tor?. Originea istorica dar si teoreticd a diferi-
telor servicii de probatiune au impactat prac-
tica — ce se doreste a fi una stiintifica —
ideologia profesionala, si uniformizarea ofertei
de servicii de probatiune. Perspectiva con-
structionistd conduce la ideea conform careia
schimbarea sistemicd impusa administrativ
submineaza practica sociala a serviciilor de
probatiune, si de aceea ar trebui refuzate soli-
citarile de uniformizare — globalizare — a prac-
ticii asistentiale in cadrul serviciilor de proba-
tiune (Phillips, 2010).

Cele mai recente cercetari arata ca practica
supravegherii faptuitorilor de catre consilieri
de probatiune® special pregatiti pentru aceasta
activitate are rezultate net relevante, fata de si-
tuatia in care ofiterii de supraveghere nu au
studii de specialitate (Chadwick, Dewolf si
Serin, 2010). Aceste studii confirmd punctul
nostru de vedere conform céruia perspectiva
institutionala si socializarea profesionald a
consilierilor de probatiune isi pune amprenta
pe constructia identitdtii profesionale a aces-
tora §i, respectiv, pe calitatea practicii, influ-
entand in mod direct rezultatele activitatii de
probatiune. O mentiune suplimentard pornind
de la modificarea terminologica din consilier
de probatiune in ofiter de supraveghere utilizat
in articol si preluat din terminologia specifica
serviciilor de probatiune americane, arata clara

diferentiere a functiei probatiunii care se
axeaza pe supraveghere in viziunea americana
si pe practici consiliative, in cea europeana.
Traducerea termenului officer prin ofifer destul
de frecventa in literatura referitoare la probati-
une in limba roména ni se pare si ea inexacta,
intrucat termenul mai apropiat de sensul expre-
siei americane ar fi functionar public in servi-
ciile de probatiune.

Una dintre instantele constructive ale iden-
titatii profesionale este reprezentatd de per-
spectiva institutionald, atat sub forma instituti-
ilor sociale si socio-juridice implicate, cat si a
organizatiilor ofertante de servicii de probati-
une. Perspectiva institutionald reprezinta ca-
drul in care activitatea de probatiune se desfa-
soard, si de aceea wvalorile specifice
institutionale infuzeaz& practica asistentiala.
Paradigma interpretativa asupra sensului prac-
ticilor asistentiale in sfera recuperarii si rein-
tegrarii sociale a infractorilor si a alternativelor
sociale la incarcerare modifica discursul des-
pre practica, la un mod dificil de constientizat
de catre profesionisti, deja infuzati de valorile
constitutive ale practicii, care provin din res-
pectiva paradigma teoreticd. De exemplu, va-
lori precum echitatea inteleasa ca retribuire,
fiind tributard paradigmei justitiei retributive,
va genera un discurs despre practica in sensul
de corectitudine a pedepsei, de necesitate a pe-
depsei, etichetarea subiectilor serviciilor de
probatiune ca infractori — chiar dacd au suferit
sau nu o condamnare penala etc. Scopul prac-
ticilor serviciilor de probatiune organizate din
perspectiva paradigmei justitiei retributive il
reprezintd supravegherea executdrii unor pe-
depse neprivative de libertate (Sandu, 2015c).

Dimpotriva o practica a profesiunii de con-
silier de probatiune infuzata de valorile etice
derivate din paradigma justitiei restaurative —
responsabilitatea si solidaritatea sociala — va
avea ca obiectiv restaurarea echilibrului social
afectat de fapta consideratd antisociala, mai
exact echilibrul in relatia victima-faptuitor-co-
munitate. Persoana care a savarsit o fapta pe-
nala este apelat mai degraba prin termenul fap-
tuitor decat cel de infractor — mai ales atunci
cand practicile probatiunii bazate pe justitia
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restaurativa sunt aplicate cand faptuitorul se
afla in perioada de incercare/proba — de unde
si termenul probatiune — cata vreme sentinta
nu este pronuntata si faptuitorul nu a suferit
nici o condamnare, aflandu-se deci sub impe-
riul prezumtiei de nevinovatie. Discursul des-
pre practica va viza in primul rand constructia
autonomiei si responsabilitétii persoanei care a
savarsit fapte penale si, 1In acelasi timp, restau-
rarea conditiei anterioare a victimei si compen-
sarea inechitatilor suferite In urma actiunilor
faptuitorului.

Paradigmele interpretative ale probatiunii
nu apar in practica sociald in forma lor pura,
asa cum sunt descrise in teoriile sociale prin
care sunt propuse. Practica sociala a serviciilor
de probatiune are la baza elemente ce provin
din toate modelele teoretice si de aceea analiza
sociologica a constructiei sociale a profesiei de
consilier de probatiune ar trebui sa se realizeze
printr-o metisare teoretica, care sd genereze o
teorie regionala, capabild sa descrie si s expli-
citeze contextul local in care probatiunea func-
tioneazd in Romania si Republica Moldova.
Structura normativé care reglementeaza prac-
tica profesiei de consilier de probatiune, repre-
zinta cadrul limitativ care modeleaza construc-
tia sociala a practicii. Modificarile aparute la
nivelul normativ schimba cadrele de practica si
odatd cu acestea discursul despre practica.

Un cadru legislativ care impune probatiu-
nea in special in sensul de serviciu de suprave-
ghere a executarii pedepselor neprivative de
libertate va genera un discurs despre practica
infuzat de preocuparea pentru supraveghere si
control al comportamentului persoanelor aflate
in supraveghere. Un cadru legislativ care pro-
pune ca obiectiv al practicii probatiunii resta-
urarea echilibrului social perturbat prin savar-
sirea actelor cu posibil caracter antisocial va
genera un discurs despre mediere, implicare,
autonomie $i responsabilitate. Dependenta de
contextul normativ, teoretic etc. constituie ca-
drul in care procesul constructiv se realizeaza
si are sens. Respectivul cadru are un caracter
limitativ si oarecum transcendent fata de pro-
cesul constructiv, desi in mod evident cadrul
analizat este la randul sau produsul unui proces

anterior de constructie sociald. Evolutia cadru-
lui normativ — institutional amprenteazd con-
structia sociala a identitatii profesionale a con-
silierului de probatiune, tocmai prin redefinirea
unor definitii operationale cu care profesionis-
tul lucreaza, si 1n jurul carora 1si construieste
discursul despre practica. Definitiile operatio-
nale a unor termeni precum pedeapsd, sancti-
une, reintegrare etc. suferd o deriva interpreta-
tiva, tocmai in procesul modificarii contextului
interpretativ si ideologic — teoretic — ce sta la
baza practicii profesionale. Aceastd deriva in-
terpretativa poate fi surprinsd pornind de la
comprehensiunea cadrelor normative si ideo-
logice ce jaloneaza practica si a consensului in-
terpretativ ce apare asupra acestora la nivelul
comunitatii In care profesionistii isi desfasoara
activitatea. In opinia noastra, prima etapa in in-
telegerea unui proces constructiv o poate con-
stitui identificarea cadrelor limitative, situate
intr-un alt plan constructiv, ca rezultate dintr-un
alt proces constructiv anterior si/sau paralel, si
care actioneaza la nivelul sistemului cercetat ca
limita a libertatii discursive a subiectilor actiu-
nii comunicative.

Perspective teoretice in
fundamentarea practicii
serviciilor de probatiune

In literatura de specialitate intalnim o serie
de teorii conform cérora conceptul de sanctiune
se poate extinde, incluzand recompensele, ca
sanctiuni pozitive (Banciu, 1995), consfintind
distinctia dintre devianta pozitiva, ca manifes-
tare a nevoii de schimbare sociala si care ar me-
rita apreciata, si devianta negativa si chiar de-
lincventa, care ar merita pedepsitad (Sandu si
Unguru, 2014, 86). Atat la nivelul limbajului
curent, cat si a celui de specialitate se realizeaza
o distinctie clara intre sanctiune si recompensad,
prima fiind corelatd mai degraba cu pedeapsa,
avand un caracter retributiv fata de caracterul
antisocial al unei fapte. Din perspectiva socio-
logica, pedeapsa poate fi Inteleasa ca o reactie
a societdtii la comportamentele deviate ale
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membrilor sdi. Pedeapsa poate include atat
sanctiuni de ordin formal cat si informal, fiind
presupusd existenta unei relatii directe dintre
natura si gravitatea deviantei, a normelor incal-
cate si gravitatea sanctiunii (Sandu si Unguru,
2014, 185). In esentd, sanctiunea reprezinti o
reactie de raspuns a societatii fatd de modelele
comportamentale indezirabile. Suplimentar
fatd de caracterul retributiv, sanctiunea capata
si o serie de caractere educative si restaurative
(Szabo, 2010a). Din perspectiva constituirii
probatiunii, ca practica a controlului in comu-
nitate a fenomenului deviantei si delincventet,
sanctiunea se autonomizeaza fata de pedeapsa.
In general, literatura juridici de specialitate
pune accentul pe factorul retributiv, conside-
rand pedeapsa ca fiind ,, singura sanctiune pe-
nald menita sa asigure restabilirea ordinii de
drept incdlcate prin savdrsirea unei infracti-
uni” (Mitrache, 1994). Aceastd opinie reflecta
curentul puternic retributiv existent atat in soci-
etatea romaneasca, cat si in cea moldoveneasca,
profund favorabil masurilor privative de liber-
tate, cu puternice accente de discriminare fatd
de persoanele care au savarsit fapte penale, in-
clusiv dupa momentul liberarii din mediul car-
ceral. Noi consideram ca profunda neincredere
in institutii si atitudinea de intoleranta fatd de
diversele forme de deviantda sociald, inclusiv
fatd de formele minore de delincventa, este ca-
racteristica pentru societatile post-totalitare, In
timp ce democratiile traditionale sunt inclinate
mai degraba spre tolerantd si mentinerea echi-
librului social (Sandu, 2015¢). Aceasta opinie
este sustinutd de sondajul realizat la nivelul Na-
tiunilor Unite, care aratd un grad ridicat de ac-
ceptare a sanctiunilor neprivative de libertate in
statele dezvoltate si o acceptare scazuta a aces-
tora in statele mai putin dezvoltate (Spoiala,
2009, 189). La nivelul Republicii Moldova
sondajul realizat iTn Municipiul Chisinau arata
ca desi cetatenii moldoveni se aratd dispusi sa
participe la reintegrarea sociald a persoanelor
supuse probatiunii, doar 27 % arata ca ar fi dis-
pusi sa ofere un ajutor real, concret (Spoiala,
2009, 190). Situatia relevata de sondaj poate fi
diferita in prezent fatd de anul realizarii aces-
tuia — inainte de 2009, anul publicarii cartii —

tocmai datorita faptului ca sistemul de probati-
une a evoluat si s-a impus mai mult in consti-
inta publica. Respondentii sondajului citat con-
siderau ca responsabilitatea pentru practica
probatiunii cu referire in special la preventia re-
cidivei ar trebui sa revina statului, sugerand de
asemenea necesitatea infiintarii unor ONG-uri
care sa ofere servicii In domeniu. Un alt sondaj
realizat in Republica Moldova (Ardeleanu et
al., 2009, 36) arata ca un numar de 26,23% din-
tre respondenti ar refuza din start sd ajute un ex-
detinut care ar cere ajutorul in privinta hranei,
adapostului, protectiei si intelegerii, si doar
14,75% ar fi de acord fara rezerve, iar 56,56%
ar reflecta asupra oportunitatii de a ajuta un fost
detinut (Sandu, 2015¢). Acelasi sondaj ne fur-
nizeaza o serie de date referitoare la stereotipu-
rile sociale fata de fostii detinuti pe care cetate-
nii moldoveni le au: de precautie si teama 67%,
de ura 2%, nici un sentiment 20%, altele 11%
(Ardeleanu et al., 2009, 36; Sandu, 2015¢c; CJC
Chiginau, 2009).

In ceea ce priveste vizibilitatea serviciului
de probatiune din Republica Moldova, un stu-
diu publicat in anul 2011 aratd cad putini
membri ai comunitatii (aproximativ 21%) cu-
nosc foarte bine sau bine, activitatea serviciu-
lui de probatiune. Majoritatea, 52%, cunosc
putin sau deloc aceastd activitate (Sandu,
2015c). Majoritatea respondentilor au indicat
ca surse de informare despre serviciul de pro-
batiune: cunoscutii, colegii, prietenii, rudele,
precum si mass-media. Din acelasi studiu a re-
iesit o cunoastere redusd a publicului despre
serviciul de probatiune care este confirmata si
de rezultatele obtinute de realizatorii studiului
in randurile practicienilor dreptului (procurori
si judecatori). 62% din procurori si 53% din ju-
decatori cunosc bine sau foarte bine activitatea
serviciului de probatiune, ceea ce arata ca 38%
dintre acestia au o cunoastere limitata referi-
toare la acest aspect. Este Ingrijorator faptul ca
unul din cinci judecatori si unul din zece pro-
curori au foarte putine, sau nu au deloc, infor-
matii cu privire la activitatea serviciului de
probatiune (Dolea et al., 2011; Sandu, 2015c).

Sondajele realizate in Romania reliefeaza o
situatie similara, serviciile de probatiune fiind
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putin cunoscute in randul publicului, inclusiv
in cel al practicienilor dreptului — 14% dintre
juristii chestionati nu au putut da explicatii cu
privire la semnificatia termenului de probati-
une (Grecu, 2009; Sandu, 2015¢).

Functiile pedepsei sunt prezentate atat in li-
teratura sociologica, cat si in cea juridica: re-
tribuirea, descurajarea, incapacitarea si reabili-
tarea (Szabo, 2010a). Nu este foarte clar daca
in viziunea legiuitorului roman cat si a celui
moldovean aceleasi functii se pot asocia masu-
rilor neprivative de libertate. In opinia noastra,
masurile neprivative de libertate vizeaza mai
degraba profilaxia sociald si reabilitarea pesoa-
nelor, 1n special a celor minore, care au savarsit
fapte penale. Functia retributivd a pedepsei,
desi prezenta implicit sub forma ideii de sanc-
tiune datorata de faptuitor in urma incalcarii le-
gii, nu era insa prezentd discursiv la nivelul
textului de lege. Din perspectiva discursiva,
lipsa unei preocupari cu privire la functiile pe-
depsei in doctrind (literatura juridica de speci-
alitate) ne face sd consideram ca paradigma re-
tributiva este dominanta la nivelul discursului
public, astfel ca teoreticienii domeniului negli-
jeaza interogarea asupra acestora (functiilor)
considerandu-le un fapt comun, chiar daca mo-
dificarile legislative aparute provin din ,,“im-
porturi juridice” din sisteme de drept care au
aderat la o altd filosofie penala si, implicit, la
o alta definitie operationala a functiilor pedep-
sei (Sandu, 2015c). Procesul de constructie
sociald a pedepsei, si, implicit, a probatiunii ca
institutie implicata in managementul efectua-
rii/neefectuarii pedepsei, suferd o deconstruc-
tie datd de modificarea semantica mentionata,
in inféptuirea careia societatea — si chiar multi
dintre practicieni — nu este avizata.

Practica transparadigmatica genereaza un
discurs incoerent care incearca sa justifice in
termenii unei paradigme — restaurative — ele-
mente de practica sociala ce isi au originea in
paradigma retributiva. Institutiile paradigmei
retributive nu isi pierd actualitatea, ci sufera
treptat o deriva interpretativa, pe masura ce pa-
radigma restaurativa se Tmpamanteneste in
randul practicienilor. Un clivaj interpretativ
este cel pe care 1l sufera conceptul de pedeapsa

si, respectiv, cel de probatiune ca practica so-
ciald — profesionald. Serviciile de probatiune
sunt menite sd supravegheze executarea pe-
depselor neprivative de libertate la intersectia
dintre institutiile cu primat asistential al servi-
ciului de probatiune — reintegrare/recuperare —
si cele juridice, focalizate pe ideea de justitie
retributiva, si, respectiv, cu institutiile din sis-
temul Directiei Penitenciarelor focalizate pe o
paradigma carcerala. Aceasta intersectie a va-
lorilor profesionale creeazd o inegalitate de
discurs si la nivelul strategiilor de normalizare
a puterii pe care unul sau altul din reprezentan-
tii institutiilor mentionate si al opiniei publice
le au. Normalizarea relatiilor de putere si obti-
nerea unui status-quo institutional poate plasa
prestigiul serviciilor asistentiale (de probati-
une) intr-o zona puternicd, sau dimpotriva.
Prestigiul profesional permite consilierului de
probatiune, ca actor institutional, o participare
mai ampla sau mai restransa la perpetua nego-
ciere sociald a semnificatiei insasi ideii de jus-
titie penala si de pedeapsa, precum si a functi-
ilor acesteia. Presiunea sociald la care
institutiile sociale sunt supuse este si ea varia-
bild in functie de asteptdrile opiniei publice
fatd de dreptatea sociald. Aceste asteptari se
pot nscrie pe o axa care merge de la valoarea
solidaritatii — ce conduce la practici restaura-
tive — pana la valoarea retribuirii colective — ce
duce la practici de naturd retributiva (Sandu,
2015c).

Paradigme teoretice si modele
ideologice ale practicii
probatiunii

Din perspectiva rolului actiunii sanctiona-
torii, literatura de specialitate (Groza, 2006,
16-28) vorbeste de patru modele teoretice:

Justitia retributiva (Von Hirsh, 1976) — pa-
radigma clasica a intelegerii pedepsei — origi-
nata in legea talionului, bazata pe reciprocitate,
scopul pedepsei fiind retribuirea faptuitorului
pentru actiunea savarsitd. Aceasta ipoteza este
sustinutd empiric de cercetari care urmaresc sa
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evidentieze perceptia publicului cu privire la
scopurile pedepsei (McFatter, 1978; 1982;
Carroll et al., 1987; De Keijser, Van Der
Leeden si Jackson, 2002). Justitia retributiva
are in vedere distributia dreptatii (Sandu si
Damian, 2010). Individualizarea pedepsei ur-
mareste costul social al infractiunii, gravitatea
(construitd social) (Sandu si Unguru, 2014,
196) a faptei si circumstantele savarsirii infrac-
tiunii (Hudson, 1996). Teoria justitiei retribu-
tive rezida in eticile distributive (Sandu,
2015a, 92) si, mai ales, in cea a lui John Rawls
(2012). Dreptatea ca echitate este transpusa in
cazul de fatd ca pedeapsd echitabild pentru
fapta savarsita. Estimarea pericolului social nu
poate constitui In opinia noastra o justificare a
sanctiunii intr-o teorie pur distributiva, intrucat
analiza ar fi de tip consecventionalist si nu in-
tentionalist. Principiile dreptatii distributive
sanctioneaza mai ales intentia infaptuitd, sau
neglijarea ce putea fi prevazuta (Sandu, 2014),
consecintele faptei fiind mai degraba impor-
tante 1n individualizarea pedepsei. Retribuirea
exclusiva a intentiei ar lipsi sanctiunea de ca-
pacitatea sa de descurajare. In practica judici-
ara, factori precum pericolul social al faptei,
riscul de recidiva, recuperarea prejudiciului
sunt de asemenea luati in calcul in individuali-
zarea pedepsei. Functia retributiva a pedepsei
este orientatd preponderent spre trecut — foca-
lizata pe raul in sine produs prin comportamen-
tul infractional — si pe proportionalitatea dintre
infractiune si pedeapsa (Szabo, 2010a). Consi-
deram ca paradigma retributiva este tributara
eticii universariste si deontologice, conform
careia se poate vorbi despre un caracter tran-
scendent al justitiei si al Infaptuirii dreptatii
(Sandu si Unguru, 2014, 197-198). Centrarea
exclusiva pe sanctiune a modelului justitiei re-
tributive este criticata (Groza, 2006, 16-28;
Szabo, 2010b) de lipsa accentuarii functiei
educative si de terapeutica sociala a pedepsei.

Justitia utilitaristd arata ca scopul aplicarii
sanctiunii este prevenirea savarsirii de noi in-
fractiuni, teoria utilitaristd a sanctiunii avand la
baza descurajarea, reabilitarea si incapacitarea
persoanei pentru a savarsi noi infractiuni
(Sandu si Unguru, 2014, 199). Spre deosebire

de justitia retributiva care este orientata spre
trecut, paradigma justitiei utilitariste — conse-
cintioniste — este orientata catre viitor (Duff,
2001). Practica internationala la nivelul anului
2015 a probatiunii bazate pe justitia utilitarista
pune accentul pe cooperarea dintre serviciile
de probatiune si liderii de opinie din comuni-
tate* in vederea reducerii oportunitétilor nele-
gitime — a sanselor de a savarsi noi infractiuni
pe care persoanele aflate In supraveghere le au
in mediul comunitar (Miller, Copeland si Sulli-
van, 2015). Studiile au aritat ca preferinta con-
silierului de probatiune pentru metode bazate
pe supraveghere strictd, respectiv pe strategii
comunicative, influenteaza calitatea practicii
prin alegerea tehnicilor de interventie care sunt
cuprinse in managementul de caz (Ricks si Lo-
uden, 2015). Acelasi studiu arata ca in situatia
non-compliantei continue sau repetate a subi-
ectului serviciilor de probatiune, majoritatea
consilierilor, independent de orientarea lor te-
oreticd, sa utilizeze strategii punitive. Din pa-
cate, nici cadrul roméanesc, nici cel moldove-
nesc nu sunt transparente la managementul de
caz, desi legislatia roména, incepand cu NCP
generalizeaza ideea implicarii serviciului de
probatiune in supravegherea in comunitate a
persoanelor condamnate cu suspendare.
Justitia orientata spre drepturile omului
pleaca de la ideea conform careia societatea —
reprezentatd de stat — este coresponsabild de
perturbarea relatiilor sociale, prin actul infrac-
tional (Sandu, 2012, 65-75; Sandu si Damian,
2012). Justitia orientatd spre drepturile omului
(Groza, 2006, 16-28) propune o sinteza dintre
principiul retributiv al proportionalitatii, im-
preund cu cel utilitarist al reabilitarii infracto-
rului la care se adauga elementele referitoare la
personalitatea infractorului. Statul este obligat
s contribuie la reabilitarea infractorului, aces-
tuia nerevenindu-i doar dreptul de a pedepsi, ci
si obligatii cu privire la caracterul pedepsei si
limitele executdrii acesteia. Statul are puterea
de a-i retrage o serie de drepturi persoanei con-
damnate, corelata cu obligatia de a proteja per-
soana condamnatd impotriva tratamentelor
inumane si degradante (Groza, 2006, 16-28).
Protectia victimei, aldturi de cea a societatii,
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constituie justificarea aplicarii sanctiunii, drept
pentru care aceasta nu poate fi mai mare decat
riscul la care este supusa societatea, incluzand
si victima, dacd infractorul nu ar suporta niciun
fel de sanctiune (Hudson, 1996; Groza, 2006,
16-28; Sandu si Unguru, 2014, 204-205).
Justitia restaurativa se bazeaza pe ideea
conform careia rolul pedepsei este de a facilita
reabilitarea, teoreticienii facand statul co-res-
ponsabil de reabilitare. Daca reparatia propusa
de modelul retributiv este unilaterald — prin in-
carcerarea infractorului — justitia restaurativa
are la baza reafirmarea consensului valorilor
impartasite la nivelul comunitatii printr-un
proces cel putin bilateral — faptuitor-victima —
daca nu trilateral — faptuitor-victima-comuni-
tate (Wenzel et al., 2008). Daca in cazul justitiei
retributive se ridica semne de intrebare cu pri-
vire la relatia dintre actul de putere si transgre-
siunea reprezentata de fapta antisociald, in cazul
celei de-a doua filosofii penale se pune pro-
blema esentei valorilor impartagite si a modali-
tatilor in care se construieste identitatea sociald
a victimei si a faptuitorului si cum pot fi recon-
struite prin identificarea unor valori impartasite
intre cele doud parti. Scopul pedepsei in cadrul
acestei filosofii penale este orientat atdt citre
faptuitor, cat, in mod special, catre restaurarea
drepturilor victimei prin procesul medierii in-
fractor-victima” (Sandu, 2012, 65-75; Sandu si
Damian, 2012). In centrul paradigmei justitiei
restaurative se afla medierea relatiei infractor-
victima (Dignan, 2005). Justitia restaurativa are
ca element central pozitia victimei si strategiile
de compensatie a pagubelor pe care aceasta le-a
suferit In urma actiunii infractionale (Sandu,
2015b), precum si pe intelegerea de catre infrac-
tor a raului produs si pe acceptarea raspunderii
pentru repararea pagubei (Toroipan si Oancea,
2002). Practica serviciilor de probatiune inte-
greazd modelul justitiei restaurative prin orga-
nizarea unor programe reparatorii active si de
congtientizare a infractorului cu privire la im-
pactul infractiunii asupra victimei (Groza,
2006, 16-28). Scopul justitiei restaurative este
cel al depenalizarii sanctiunii (Johnstone,
2011). Justitia restaurativa s-a nascut din pune-
rea sub semnul Intrebarii a suficientei si chiar a

necesitatii pedepsei asa cum este ea instituitd in
sistemele penale moderne, pentru restabilirea
dreptatii dupa ce s-a comis o fapta sociala. Al-
ternativele la pedeapsa bazate pe teoriile retri-
butive se constituie treptat intr-o noud para-
digma ideologica si instrumental numita justitie
restaurativa (Bazemore, 1998; Braithwaite,
1989; Braithwaite, 1998; Braithwaite, 1999;
Bazemore si Umbreit, 2001; Braithwaite si
Strang, 2001; Braithwaite, 2002; Braithwaite,
2003). Implementarea justitiei restaurative se
realizeaza prin accentuarea dimensiunii sociale
a raspunderii penale (Daly, 2000; Johnstone si
Van Ness, 2006). Raspunsul la infractiune, pen-
tru a-si dovedi eficienta in calitatea sa de terape-
utica sociald, trebuie sa implice atat victima,
infractorul, cat si comunitatea. Acest model
elimina partial riscul de recidiva dat de cariera
penitenciara si de discriminarea la care fostii
detinuti sunt supusi. Relatia victima-faptuitor
este considerata esentiala pentru succesul pro-
gramelor de probatiune bazate pe teoria justi-
tiei restaurative. Studiul efectuat de Saulnier
Alana si Sivasubramaniam Diane (2015) refe-
ritor la importanta oferirii de scuze victimei de
catre infractor in recuperarea sociala a acestuia
aratd cd prezenta reald a victimei in etapa de ex-
primare a regretelor faptuitorului are un impact
crescut asupra perceptiei subiective a scuzelor
si asupra relevantei acestora. Prezenta victimei
reale sinu a uneia simbolice sau surogat duce la
0 mai mare usurintd in exprimarea regretului,
recunoasterea si acceptarea vinovatiei, elemente
cu impact n economia subiectiva a recuperarii
sociale a faptuitorului (Saulnier si Sivasubrama-
niam, 2015). Acest lucru prezinta o importanta
crescutd in elaborarea programele de justitie
restaurativa bazate pe credintd, care include
confesarea n fata unui preot investit cu puterea
simbolica de a oferi iertarea in numele lui lisus
Hristos. Suntem convinsi de puterea chatarctica
a marturisirii pacatelor in fata reprezentantului
divinitatii si importanta exceptionala a acesteia
in recuperarea sociala a persoanelor care au su-
ferit fapte penale.

O altd categorie de programe de terapeutica
sociald vizeaza asumarea faptei si a calitatii de
faptuitor in cadrul unor grupuri terapeutice si



Sociologie Roméaneasca, volumul XIV, Nr. 1, 2016, pp. 2343 31

de suport si a exprimarii generale a regretului
in fata unei victime substitut.

Paradigma justitiei restaurative este — in
forma sa teoretica — situata la antipodul justi-
tiei retributive, pe care vine sa o inlocuiasca
(Popa, 2005). in practica, elementele de justitie
restaurativa coexista cu cele de justitie retribu-
tiva si cu cele de justitie centrata pe drepturile
omului, respectiv tranzactionald (contractua-
listd). Modelele care au stat la baza formarii
paradigmei restaurative sunt eterogene, dar
toate au la baza reintoarcerea justitiei in mai-
nele celor direct interesati: victima, faptuitorul
si comunitatea (Wenzel et al., 2008). Partile
vatamate trebuie sa fie parte activa a procesu-
lui penal, nu doar in ceea ce priveste despagu-
birile civile, ci si in stabilirea strategiilor de
recuperare sociald a faptuitorului, care inlocu-
iesc pedeapsa propriu-zisd (Nils, 1977). Mo-
delul are la baza intelegerea in profunzime a
contextului in care s-a petrecut fapta si care au
fost consecintele acesteia pentru partea vata-
mata. Perspectiva narativa pune partile in con-
tact, nu din pozitie adversariala, ci dintr-una in
care fiecare intelege povestea celeilalte parti,
ce aduce aceasta in interactiunea sociald de
mediere, cum se raporteaza fiecare dintre
parti la fapta comisa si cum au interiorizat ex-
perienta respectiva. Aceasta abordare duce la
infaptuirea idealului de a da voce victimei
(Gilligan, 1982).

Teoria actiunii comunicative (Habermas,
2000) aratd ca in procesul de obtinere a con-
sensului, in general al echilibrului social re-
flectiv, unele parti isi manifesta capacitatea de
agent moral, Tn timp ce altele isi asuma/li se
atribuie rolul de pacient moral, persoane inca-
pabile sa-si faca auzita vocea — punctul de ve-
dere, aspiratiile, necesitatile. Teoriile justitiei
restaurative pun accent pe constructia sociala
a autonomiei si responsabilitatii faptuitorului
in procesul de interactiune cu victima sau chiar
cu alte persoane care si-au asumat istoriei per-
sonale o pozitie victimiald. Faptuitorului i se
poate solicita sd ofere o compensatie direct
victimei, sau chiar s realizeze o serie de ser-
vicii in favoarea acesteia, care sd ducd la o
compensatie reald a disatisfactiei suferite in

urma faptei penale. Astfel se restabileste drep-
tatea sociald, Inteleasd ca echitate de sanse in
accesul la resursele necesare urmaririi propriei
bunastari (Baltatescu, 2014) si in compensarea
avantajelor obtinute In urma accesului nelegi-
tim la resurse (Bazemore, 1998).

Procesul deliberativ este cel care gene-
reaza terapeutica sociald, atat In situatia victi-
mei cit si in cea a faptuitorului (Braithwaite,
1989, 1998). Teoreticienii paradigmei invoca
moralitatea dialogicd n intelegerea perspec-
tivei comunitariene asupra justitiei restaura-
tive (Braithwaite, 1989). Este invocata experi-
enta postmodernd, a deconstructiei pretentiilor
universaliste asupra dreptatii (Pavlich, 2001),
justitia fiind Inteleasd mai degraba ca o con-
structie sociald, iar moralitatea sociala fiind
rezultatul unei negocieri continue.

Doina Balahur (2004) considerd justitia
restaurativa ca fiind o paradigma conceptuala
— cadru al pedepselor neprivative de libertate.
Autoarea vorbeste despre doud sensuri ale ter-
menului probatiune: acela de strategii care li-
miteaza contactul faptuitorului cu sistemul for-
mal al justitiei penale, precum si de alternativa
la sanctiunile privative de libertate. Prin prac-
tica probatiunii bazatd pe strategii restaurative
este urmarita atat depenalizarea sanctiunii, cat
si reconstructia refelelor reciprocitatii organi-
zate si a ,, solidaritatii civice” (Balahur, 2009).

Cateva consideratii asupra
paradigmei prisonocentrice si
posibilelor alternative sociale

Inchisoarea este atat in opinia publicului,
cat si a specialistilor in domeniul penologiei,
sanctiunea cu cel mai inalt nivel de pedepsire.
Aceasta este considerata ca fiind raspunsul cel
mai sever, dar si cel mai potrivit al comunitatii
fata de infractiune si infractori (Dilion, 2005;
Sandu, 2015c). Inchisoarea reprezinti o insti-
tutie totala dupa modelul descris de Goffman
(2004) pentru azil. Cultura carcerala se impune
asupra individului, redefinind stilul de viata al
acestuia si transformandu-1 intr-un infractor de
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carierd. Necesitatea gradarii pedepsei si nece-
sitatea existentei unui raspuns mai putin sever
al societatii, conform cu gradul de pericol so-
cial redus, estimat la nivelul comunitatii, si im-
plementat de instantele de judecatd, au dus la
aparitia diverselor tipuri de sanctiuni nepriva-
tive de libertate. Acestea sunt vazute ca alter-
nativad la inchisoare, sub aspectul intensitatii
pedepsei (Balahur, 2001). Probatiunea bazata
pe alternative la inchisoare rdmane tributara
paradigmei prisonocentrice, chiar daca umani-
zata, inchisoarea este prezenta in discursul des-
pre pedeapsa, dar si in cel despre recuperarea
sociald a faptuitorului (Dilion, 2005). Inchi-
soarea simbolica 1l leaga in mod definitiv pe
acesta de un trecut carceral, chiar daca lipsa
mediului criminogen activ al inchisorii dimi-
nueaza mult riscul de recidiva. Paradigma pri-
sonocentricd ramane dominantad chiar si in
statele unde sanctiunile neprivative de liber-
tate reprezinta peste 70% din totalul condam-
narilor pronuntate, cum este cazul Japoniei,
Germaniei, Sloveniei, Finlandei, Austriei si
Egiptului (Balahur, 2001).

Paradigma prisonocentrica este — in viziu-
nea noastra — una retributiva in esenta, sanctiu-
nea ramanand raspunsul societatii la infractiune.
Pedepsele neprivative de libertate mentionate
raman in logica retributiva, ele nefiind in fapt o
depenalizare a sanctiunii. Curentele dominante
in sustinerea alternativelor sociale la pedeapsa
cu inchisoarea arata ca societatea intelege dez-
avantajele inchisorii in recuperarea sociala a
infractorilor. In opinia noastra, in etiologia in-
carcerarii una dintre cele mai importante cauze,
dar si consecinte ale fenomenului, o reprezinta
saracia (Milicenco, 2011), atat cea materiala,
cat si cea simbolica.

Din analiza sistematica a 23 din cele peste
300 de studii realizate in literatura de speciali-
tate referitoare la impactul Incarcerarii versus
cel al solutiilor alternative in diminuarea riscu-
lui de recidiva (Martin Killias si Patrice Villetaz,
2008) a reiesit cad rezultatele sunt aparent in
favoarea sanctiunilor non-custodiale. in 11 din
cele 27 de cazuri comparate, recidiva este mai
frecventd in cazul subiectilor care au suferit
incarcerare, decat cei care au beneficiat de

sanctiuni alternative. Meta-analiza, realizata de
autorii mentionati, cu privire la gravitatea fap-
telor pentru care au fost condamnati subiectii,
arata insa ca riscul de recidiva este aproape
egal 1n cazul faptelor grave, care au fost sanc-
tionate cu inchisoarea, respectiv cu solutii al-
ternative (Killias si Villetaz, 2008). in opinia
noastra, acest lucru este corect si consonant cu
functia de incapacitare, care este atribuita pe-
depsei. Pedeapsa ca profilaxie sociald mentine
infractorul care a savarsit fapte deosebit de
grave in afara capacitatii de a savarsi alte fapte
si societatea in situatia de risc minim fatd de
faptele antisociale. Cariera penitenciara este
facilitatd de mediul carceral si inhabituarea
detinutului cu acesta. Incarcerarea este in
unele cazuri o carierd, mediul penitenciar fi-
ind vazut ca o resursa de supravietuire, mai
ales 1n cazul celor care au suportat o detentie
de lunga durata, si in urma acesteia i s-au des-
tructurat retelele sociale de sprijin. Respectiva
persoand nu mai géseste resurse de adaptare la
mediul non-carceral, ceea ce 1l determina sa sa-
varseasca fapte penale, cu intentia expresa de a
reveni in Inchisoare. Experienta carcerala odata
ce devine obisnuinta isi pierde functia de factor
inhibant al comportamentul antisocial. O cerce-
tare realizatd in Republica Moldova arata ca la
1 aprilie 2005, un numar de 1.950 de persoane
executau pentru a doua oara pedepse privative
de libertate, 1.332 —a treia oara, iar 930 —a patra
oara si mai mult, fatd de 2.458 de detinuti care
sunt condamnati pentru prima dati, ceea ce re-
prezinta doar 36,9% din totalul persoanelor in-
carcerate in Republica Moldova la data studiu-
lui (Dilion, 2005).

O reald alternativa la paradigma prisonocen-
trica ar fi una derivatd din justitia restaurativa,
care sa elimine ideea de sanctiune si nu doar cea
de pedeapsa transforméand-o — cel putin la nivel
discursiv — in masuri educationale de reinte-
grare sociald. Faptul ca legislatia romaneasca
asociaza masurile educative cu cele sanctiona-
torii contribuie la mentinerea modelului de filo-
sofie penald fundamentata retributiv, chiar daca
un pas inainte il reprezinta separarea conceptu-
lui de sanctiune de cel de pedeapsa. Aceasta se-
parare este nsa una doar partial productiva, cata
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vreme nici publicul si nici marea majoritate a
practicienilor nu sesizeaza diferenta si nici nu
opereaza cu ea in practica probatiunii.

Metodologia cercetarii

Colectarea datelor s-a realizat prin interme-
diul a:

+ 27 de interviuri individuale cu consilieri de
probatiune si directori ai serviciilor de pro-
batiune din zona de N-E a Roméniei si din
Republica Moldova. Dintre acestea 12 au
fost realizate in Romania in judetele
Botosani, Suceava, lasi, Neamt, Bacau, si 15
in Republica Moldova, in raioanele Bilti,
Ungheni si 4 din sectoarele Municipiului
Chisinau, respectiv Biroul Central — Natio-
nal cu sediul in Chisindu. Aceste interviuri
au fost realizate cu acceptul de principiu al
Directiei Nationale de Probatiune din Roma-
nia si a sefilor de servicii din judetele menti-
onate, respectiv a Oficiului Central de Pro-
batiune din Moldova. Interviurile au fost
semi-structurate pornind de la un ghid ce vi-
zeaza urmatoarele arii tematice: experienta in
calitate de consilier de probatiune; descrierea
practicii  profesionale/specificul practicii;
semnificatia pe care o acorda subiectul prac-
ticii sale profesionale; relatia cu beneficiarii;
relatia dintre consilierul de probatiune si in-
stitutii (serviciul de probatiune, instantele de
judecatd, penitenciare); semnificatia respon-
sabilitatii si autonomiei si rolul serviciilor de
probatiune in constructia autonomiei $i res-
ponsabilitatii persoanelor aflate in suprave-
ghere.

* Un focus grup realizat in Romania, unde,
alaturi de reprezentanti ai sistemului de pro-
batiune, au fost cooptati si alti 8 profesionisti
implicati in implementarea probatiunii (asis-
tenti sociali, psihologi, medici legisti). Axele
tematice ale ghidului de interviu pentru fo-
cus grup au fost aceleasi cu cele mentionate
anterior pentru interviurile individuale, dar
cu accent pe modul in care alti profesionisti
se raporteaza la consilierii de probatiune.

» Adiacent, au fost realizate 3 interviuri cu un
medic legist, un avocat, un asistent social,
care colaboreaza in diverse forme cu servi-
ciul de probatiune.

* 14 interviuri au fost realizate cu beneficiari
ai sistemului de probatiune (7 din Romania
si 7 din Moldova). Axele tematice ale ghi-
dului de interviu pentru beneficiari au vizat:
experienta In calitate de persoana aflata In su-
pravegherea serviciului de probatiune; sem-
nificatia pe care o acorda subiectul relatiei
sale cu serviciul de probatiune; relatia cu
consilierul de probatiune; semnificatia res-
ponsabilitatii si autonomiei.

In esantionul analizat cea mai mare pon-
dere a fost reprezentata de persoancle de gen
feminin in randul consilierilor de probatiune
si, respectiv, de gen masculin in randul bene-
ficiarilor. Aceasta pondere reflecta distributia
pe genuri a persoanelor implicate in serviciul
de probatiune si partial a beneficiarilor acestui
serviciu.

La nivelul fiecarui serviciu in parte respon-
dentii au fost alesi dupa metoda bulgarelui de
zapada.

S-au folosit esantione teoretice fard intentia
unei reprezentativitati statistice, datd fiind na-
tura exploratorie a cercetdrii. in selectia res-
pondentilor s-a urmarit saturarea modelului te-
oretic, fiind selectati noi respondenti pana la
momentul 1n care nu au mai aparut informatii
diferite de cele deja analizate de la noii respon-
denti.

Discutie

Specific social-constructionismului, realita-
tea sociald este Inteleasa in sensul unui proces
de reconstructie a interpretarilor diferitelor eve-
nimente sociale si a modului in care subiectii 1si
reprezintd lumea lor sociala, nefiind urmarita in
mod distinct o descriere obiectiva a acesteia.
Perspectiva social-constructionistd pune sub
semnul intrebarii ideea de obiectivitate abso-
lutd a realitatii sociale, aceasta fiind mai de-
graba vazuta ca rezultatul unui proces interpre-
tativ asupra valorilor, normelor, institutiilor si



34 Antonio Sandu, Cadre normativ-institutionale ale constructiei sociale a profesiei...

instrumentelor care jaloneaza actiunea soci-
ala. Din perspectiva epistemologica construc-
tionistd, vorbim de credibilitatea datelor sinu
neaparat de validitatea acestora.

A fost urmarita triangularea cercetatorilor
si a surselor de date, pentru a se diminua pe cat
posibil sursele de subiectivitate 1n interpretarea
datelor, cercetatorii asumandu-si natura subi-
ectiva gi caracterul exploratoriu al cercetarii.

Specificitati ale analizei datelor

Pentru interpretarea datelor s-a utilizat
Grounded Theory (GT) (Goulding, 1999;
Corbin si Strauss, 2008; Creswell, 2007), rea-
lizandu-se un proces de generare sistematica
a conceptelor si categoriilor conceptuale cu
un nivel de generalitate din ce in ce mai cres-
cut, care explicd tema cercetatd. Abordarea a
fost inductiva, fiind realizate etape succesive
de lucru, pornind de la informatiile oferite de
subiectii investigati, urmarindu-se astfel ge-
nerarea unui corpus teoretic nou si nu valida-
rea unui set de ipoteze prealabile (Corbin si
Strauss, 2008). Astfel obtinute rezultatele,
sintetizate sub forma unui model, pot consti-
tui ipoteze de lucru pentru cercetari viitoare,
care sd clarifice modelul rezultat si Intinderea
validitatii acestuia. Codarea datelor s-a reali-
zat Tn mai multe faze: codarea initiala si co-
darea selectiva/focalizata (Adam, 2009), cu
scopul de a identifica temele sau categoriile
semnificative, apoi printr-o codare focalizata
s-a realizat o categorizare a datelor mai apro-
piata de teorie, prin impartirea in categorii si
subcategorii si reunirea unor categorii initiale
care sunt adiacente semantic.

Axele tematice si categoriile obtinute in ur-
ma codarii axiale au fost:

+ Axa tematica I. Cadrul instrumental si insti-
tutional:

= Categoria 1. Cadrul normativ de functionare;

= Categoria 2. Cadrul institutional de functi-
onare;

= Categoria 3. Evolutia practicii probatiunii
in Romania si Moldova;

* Axa tematicd II. Dezvoltarea resurselor

umanc:

= Categoria 1. Atributiile consilierului de
probatiune 1n raport cu tipurile de benefici-
ari;

= Categoria 2. Socializarea profesionala;

= Categoria 3. Identitatea profesionald a con-
silierilor de probatiune;

= Categoria 4. Dileme si probleme profesio-
nale 1n practica probatiunii;

+ Axa tematica III. Practica Probatiunii Cen-
tratd pe Valori Etice:

= Categoria 1. Valori constitutive;

= Categoria 2. Valori operationale ale practi-
cii;

= Categoria 3. Paradigma functionala a pro-
fesiei/justitia restaurativa, justitia centrata
pe drepturile omului/justitia retributiva;

+ Axa tematica I'V. Probatiunea intre consiliere
si supraveghere:
= Categoria 1. Specificul relatiei consilier de
probatiune-persoana supravegheata;

= Categoria 2. Relatia consilier de probati-
une persoana supravegheata ca relatie te-
rapeutica;

= Categoria 3. Povesti despre practica;

= Categoria 4. Strategii de echilibrare a pu-
terii;

= Categoria 5. Instrumente de lucru;

= Categoria 6. Cétre o perspectiva a consili-
erului de probatiune asupra relatiei cu per-
soanele supravegheate.

Pentru ca cititorul sd poatd intelege mai
bine modalitatea de operare in constructia ca-
tegoriilor vom prezenta un fragment de analiza
preluat referitor la axa tematica: Probatiunea
intre consiliere si supraveghere, mai exact la
categoria:
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Specificul relatiei consilier
de probatiune-persoand supravegheata

Relatia® dintre consilierul de probatiune si
client este consideratd a fi una de Incredere si
ajutor, bazata pe faptul ca persoana suprave-
gheatd vede ajutorul efectiv oferit de consilier,
iar acesta din urma vede ca beneficiarul isi in-
deplineste obligatiile impuse de instanta.

., Pai, atdta timp cdt omul vede ca benefi-
ciaza de la mine de ajutor se stabileste si o
relatie de incredere §i ajutor reciproc. Eu am
incredere daca vad cd respectd mdsurile si
face demersuri in acest sens si el prin simplul
fapt ca vede ca are nevoie de ajutorul meu ju-
ridic ca prin altceva nu pot sa il ajut, sau la
o institutie vede ca beneficiaza. Si faptul ca
vede cd este ajutat §i este vazut ca om, $i nu
ca §i condamnat, pentru el conteaza foarte
mult” (IRO04).

Este remarcatd aparitia unei oarecare reti-
cente a persoanelor supravegheate fata de ur-
marea unui program de reabilitare, motivata de
lipsa de informatie cu privire la semnificatia si
utilitatea acestora. Totusi, respondentul arata
ca unii dintre cei supravegheati ajung sa fie sa-
tisfacuti de programele urmate (IRO06).

Respondentul arata ca in cadrul lucrului cu
persoanele supravegheate prin intermediul
programelor de reintegrare pot aparea surprize
din partea acestora, fiind relatata o astfel de si-
tuatie in care o persoana care, in ciuda mediu-
lui anomic din care provine, participa la pro-
gramele de recuperare cu deschidere, implicare
si dorinta de cunoastere si autocunoastere.

,Da. Chiar acum lucrez la un caz care
are de parcurs un program One to One, ca §i
obligatie impusd de instantd. Este o persoand
care m-a surprins intr-un mod pozitiv. De ce?
Pentru ca am observat ca are un potential
foarte bun. Din pacate a crescut intr-un me-
diu familial mai putin benefic si cu toate as-
tea are o disponibilitate de a cunoaste, de a
afla lucruri noi, de a afla informatii noi [...]”
(IRO06).

Analizand natura propriei relatii cu persoa-
nele supravegheate, respondentul o considera
una profesionala, bazata pe empatie, intelegere
a contextului infractiunii si lipsa oricarei jude-
cati evaluative referitoare la persoana suprave-
gheatd si faptele acestuia. Relatia consilier-su-
pravegheat este una simetrica, consilierul
considerandu-1 o persoana egala cu sine. Cen-
trale relatiei sunt obiectivele ce vizeaza reinte-
grarea 1n societate a faptuitorului. Congtienti-
zarea de cdtre faptuitor ca toate actiunile
consilierului de probatiune sunt realizate in in-
teresul persoanei supravegheate constituie un
moment de satisfactie profesionald pentru con-
silier.

., Relatia mea cu persoanele aflate sub su-
praveghere este una profesionald, in sens cd
eu inteleg nevoile criminogene a persoanelor
aflate in supraveghere, incerc sa inteleg con-
textul infractional in care s-a realizat acea in-
fractiune, nu judec in nici un fel. Incerc si am
o relatie echidistanta astfel incdt sa nu fie nici
de apropiere i nici de sfidare; il consider o
persoand egald intr-un fel si incerc sa am o
relatie bazata strict pe centrarea pe anumite
obiective. Si obiectivele noastre sunt reinte-
grarea in societate [...]” (IROO1).

Respondentii considerd comunicarea ca fi-
ind elementul cheie al relatiei cu persoanele
supravegheate. Comunicarea trebuie sa fie din-
colo de orice etichetare sau resentiment cu pri-
vire la faptele pentru care persoana a fost con-
damnata.

. Incerc sd fac fatd situatiei la momentul
acesta. Inainte as fi spus cd incerc sd imi fac
o0 imagine cat mai corectd despre situatia om-
ului dincolo de ce tine de personal |...]
pentru ca intelegand omul poti §i sa comunici
altfel cu el. Indiferent ce a facut, indiferent
cum a ajuns la tine, daca nu reusesti sa
deschizi un canal de comunicare nu faci
nimic” (IRO02).

Respondentul insista asupra importantei co-
municarii in implementarea probatiunii, adu-
cand in discutie comunicarea interculturald —
cu referire la comunicarea cu reprezentantii co-
munitatilor rroma. Particularitatile culturale ale
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acestora sunt descrise ca fiind manifestarea
unei rezerve fatd de comunicarea cu persoanele
din afara comunitatii, un inalt grad de aderenta
la valorile comunitatii, unitate de grup. Lipsa
abilitatilor de comunicare poate implica o serie
de riscuri profesionale, inclusiv de a trezi reac-
tii violente la interlocutori.

,,Cred ca ar trebui la fel si cum am zis §i
pentru mine sd comunice bine cu oamenii pe
care ii are in evidentd, sa comunice bine cu
cei pe care 1i Intdlneste in teren. Noi mergem
si in comunitati de tigani in care vrei nu vrei
fara nici un fel de snobism sau rasism sau ori
ce ar putea fi considerat. Ei au o culturd a
lor, sunt foarte rezervati, sunt foarte uniti si
atunci cand mergi sa vorbesti cu o familie te
trezesti inconjurat de o comunitate intreagd
si atunci in conditiile in care nu stii sd co-
munici cu ei se pot foarte usor simfi ofensati
Si sd te simti amenintat, sd te simfi in pericol
oarecum. [...]” (IRO02).

Planificarea comunicarii se bazeaza pe un
anumit grad de empatie, descris de respondent
ca ,,.buna evaluare a omului” si estimare a spe-
cificului comunicarii, adecvata fiecarui inter-
locutor.

[ Eficientizarea comunicarii cu per-
soanele supravegheate] Sa evaluez foarte
bine omul. Astfel cred ca iti estimezi mai bine
felul in care poti comunica cu el. Sa comunici
cu fiecare cum trebuie” (IRO02).

Valorile etice si comportamentale necesare
unei bune relatii cu persoanele supravegheate
sunt sinceritatea si consecventa. In lipsa aces-
tora, sansele de succes a interventiei sunt con-
siderate nule.

,, Consecventd, sinceritate. Dacd nu esti
sincer nu ai nicio sansa”’ (IRO02).

Respondentii considera necesard existenta
unor competente comunicationale particulare
atunci cand consilierul abordeaza subiecte sen-
sibile, mai ales 1n dialogul cu faptuitorii care
au fost condamnati pentru violenta.

,Dacd e sa amintim aici sunt persoane
sub supraveghere care au comis infractiuni

cu violenta sau infractiuni de naturd sexuald
si aici este o gamd foarte larga de infractiuni
si persoanele trebuie tratate cu o anumitd
abordare atunci cdnd vorbesti cu ei. Si
trebuie sd fii un pic pregdtit pentru asta, nu
poti chiar oricum i oricand sa abordezi niste
subiecte delicate” (IRO03).

Descriind propria relatie cu persoanele su-
pravegheate, respondentul aratd ca acesta se
bazeaza pe respect reciproc, egalitate In relatia
interpersonala, asertivitate si empatie. In
cursul procesului de consiliere, consilierul ur-
mareste sa 1i motiveze pe beneficiari sa adere
la masurile solicitate, sa constientizeze fapta
savarsitd si consecintele acesteia. Eficienta re-
latiei de ajutor in probatiune porneste doar din
existenta nevoii de schimbare a persoanei su-
pravegheate, in lipsa acesteia interventia este
aproape inutila.

,»Depinde de sentinta pentru ca toate ca-
zurile pe care le am vreau sa le duc la bun
sfarsit, riscul de recidiva la cazuri acuma a
mai crescut fata de alti ani, dar monitorizez,
deci incerc cumva prin interviul pe care il fac
cu persoana incerc sd il motivez, incerc sa caut
tot felul de bariere sa nu mai comita in viitor
infractiuni, iar eu ma bazez pe relatia de co-
municare foarte mult. Dacd se stabileste o
relatie de comunicare si de incredere niciodata
nu ii tratez... eu sunt consilier si tu ... Existd
un respect si cumva ii tratez ca de la egal la
egal. Sunt asertiva cu ei, ca sa pot sa mi-i
apropii si atunci ei comunicd mult mai bine
cand vad ca sunt ajutati §i aici este o capcanad
pentru cd cateodata ii ajuti prea mult si nu mai
stiu sd ia decizii singuri. [...]” (IRO04).

Un alt respondent arata primordialitatea res-
pectarii legii in activitatea sa. Relatia sa cu per-
soanele supravegheate este una de respect, si
egalitatea — in sensul simetrizarii relatiei — in re-
latia cu beneficiarii, doar in contextul respectu-
lui oferit de beneficiari la randul lor. Indiferent
de nivelul de culturd a persoanei supravegheate,
este necesara respectarea drepturilor acestora,
fara angajamente emotionale, mai ales nega-
tive. Relatia se mentine 1n limite profesionale,
fara a fi transformata intr-una de camaraderie
sau prietenie.
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,,Sunt o persoand care in primul rand re-
spect legislatia. Dar sunt §i o persoand care
md port frumos, respectuos, impun anumite
[...]1 Adica am niste pretentii, adica daca eu
te respect si te tratez de la egal la egal, astept
acelasi lucru de la tine. Dar sunt si oameni
care nu au studii sau vorbesc in alt dialect, §i
atunci chiar daca sunt incarcatd la maxim in
ziua aceea, dar cu persoanele in fata mea le
respect drepturile §i incerc sa imi controlez
orice impuls, chiar dacd sunt o persoand im-
pulsiva ma duc si ma descarc in altd parte §i
pe fata mea nu se citeste nimic. [...] Este o
relatie consilier-supravegheat si doar atat nu
suntem prieteni, nu suntem tovardsi sau alt-
ceva” (IRO04).

Dimpotriva, in relatia cu supravegheatii
minori, respondentul abordeaza o atitudine pri-
etenoasd, cu conditia respectdrii obligatiilor
impuse de instanta. Atitudinea deschisa, comu-
nicativa, combinata cu cea autoritara doar cand
este cazul, este mult mai eficientd decat o ati-
tudine formala autoritara.

., Mie imi place sa le zic la minori ca eu
sunt un fel de mama a doua pentru ei. Eu ma
cobor la nivelul lor, sunt o persoand prieten-
oasa si ei ei se relaxeaza mult mai mult si mai
degraba vin daca esti autoritar pentru cd
intr-adevar sunt si autoritard cdnd se im-
pune, dar mai degrabd vorba dulce mult
aduce. Chiar le si spun: Pot fi §i prietena
voastrd, dar in acelasi timp respectati ob-
ligatiile impuse de instanta de judecata”
(TRO04).

Respectul reciproc in relatia consilier-su-
pravegheat este prioritar pentru mai multi res-
pondenti. Alte ingrediente ale relatiei consi-
lier-faptuitor sunt increderea, empatia,
sinceritatea $i asumarea a ceea ce transmite
consilierul persoanei supravegheate.

[Relatia cu beneficiarii] Este bazata pe
respect reciproc. Incerc si nu ii dezamdgesc,
in sensul cd dacda am spus ceva, imi asum
ceea ce am spus. Incerc si am toate datele
problemei in sensul de a nu promite ceva ce
nu pot realiza dupa aceea” (IRO0S).

Empatia nu trebuie sa fie una formala, ci
reald fiind transmisa beneficiarilor, in asa ma-
niera incét acestia trebuie sé o sesizeze la con-
silier.

., Ma pun in pielea lor, empatizez cu ei, le
dau impresia cd le inteleg situatia, si nu doar
dau impresia, ci chiar incerc sda le inteleg
situatia in care se afla” (IRO06).

Constructia relatiei consilier supravegheat
se realizeaza treptat pe baza increderii. Incre-
derea se sprijind pe rezultatele obtinute treptat
de beneficiar, in implementarea masurilor im-
puse si in schimbarea comportamentului sau.
Increderea este bazatd si pe confidentialitate,
ceea ce creeazd un mediu de sigurantd pentru
beneficiar.

., Exista un principiu al confidentialitatii
pe care noi trebuie si il respectam. Il aducem
la cunostinta beneficiarului incda de la in-
ceput, iar acest lucru le creeazd o stare de
siguranta si, ulterior, starea asta de incredere
reciprocd se cladeste [...]” (IRO06).

O relatie buna consilier de probatiune-per-
soand supravegheatd este privitd si din per-
spectiva unei bune si complete informari a fap-
tuitorului cu privire la asteptarile consilierului
fata de acesta. Imprimarea autoritétii este si
aceasta un ingredient al relatiei de probatiune
eficiente, atunci cénd persoanele suprave-
gheate sunt mai recalcitrante.

Ln general este o relatie buna, [relatia
cu persoanele aflate in supraveghere] in sen-
sul cd incerc sa vorbesc frumos cu ei, sa le
dau informatiile potrivite, sa nu plece de la
mine nelamurite, sa gstie care sunt con-
secintele comportamentului §i cdt este limita
mea profesionald §i umand in cazul acelei
relatii. [...] Sunt colegi care au persoane in
supraveghere persoane mai recalcitrante,
care nu inteleg, care sunt mai agresive §i
atunci una este sa intervind jandarmul,
[pentru] ca se mai intdmpla si din astea, dar
atunci apare ideea de a imprima autoritatea”
(IRO0S).
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De asemenea, importanta este si stabilirea
limitei comunicarii. Exista un standard de co-
municare, pentru etapa de evaluare si cea de
interventie. In calitate de manageri de caz, con-
silierii penduleaza intre minimul si maximul de
comunicare. Spre deosebire de alti respon-
denti, consilierul IROO08 1si expune neincrede-
rea In importanta si chiar posibilitatea empatiei
in relatia cu beneficiarii — persoane aflate in su-
praveghere. In locul unei relatii bazate pe em-
patie, respondentul propune una bazatd pe
asertivitate, relatia bazdndu-se pe una de auto-
ritate, consilierul fiind reprezentantul statului.
Relatia de ajutor este una de respect, bazat pe
stabilirea clara a limitelor.

., Nu discut mai mult decat este cazul sa
discut. Avem un standard de a discuta cu o
persoand pe evaluare, pe fiecare intrevedere.
Consilierii la mine, fiind si manageri de caz
fiecare penduleaza intre minim si maxim ca
sa nu fie obositor, dar in rest trebuie sd fii un
pic asertiv. Eu nu cred in empatie, dar trebuie
sd fii un pic asertiv, trebuie sa vezi §i situatia
persoanei, dar tot timpul trebuie sa ii
reamintesti persoanei foarte atent ca tu esti
autoritatea, cd tu reprezinti statul, tu reprezi-
nti autoritatea, iar consilierea este in aceasta
limita in sensul [...]” (IRO08) (Sandu, 2016).

Rezultate

Datele analizate aratd ca schimbadrile in-
tervenite in cadrul normativ al functiondrii
sistemului de probatiune au creat o serie de
probleme serioase legate in special de incon-
sistente intre diferitele acte normative, ceea
ce duce la supraincarcarea activitatii profesi-
onistilor si o inadecvare intre modelele de
practica bazate pe experienta altor state, in
special Marea Britanie si Norvegia, si realita-
tea sociald din cele doua state analizate. Am-
bele sisteme de probatiune analizate sunt re-
lativ noi, functionand in mod oficial de 15 ani
in Romania, respectiv de 12 ani in Republica
Moldova. Totusi, ambele tari au o relativa ex-
perienta in aplicarea sanctiunilor neprivative

inca din perioada comunista. Particularitatile
regimului comunist din cele doua state pot fi
considerate o explicatie a unor diferente in in-
telegea raportarii la autoritate, care apare ca o
caracteristica a serviciilor de probatiune din
cele doua tari. Serviciile de probatiune din
Romania pun accentul pe comunicare n toate
dimensiunile sale atat in relatia cu beneficiarii
cat si cu alte institutii, in timp ce respondentii
moldoveni pun accentul pe latura institutio-
nald si pe comunicarea institutionalizata si
formalizata. Constructia probatiunii in Roma-
nia a fost formata pornind de la o serie de ele-
mente de succes din modelele altor state cu
precadere cel britanic si cel norvegian. Aces-
tea au fost doar partial adaptate contextului
romanesc datorita diferentelor in ceea ce pri-
veste cadrul normativ si in ceea ce priveste fi-
losofia penald dominanta.

O alta particularitate care influenteaza con-
structia serviciilor de probatiune si a profesiei
de consilier de probatiune o reprezinta sistemul
de mentalitdti existente la nivelul populatiei,
care este profund retributivd. Astfel ca para-
digma dominanta n care functioneaza servici-
ile de probatiune este tributard dimensiunii re-
tributive a practicii, dar formadrile initiale
corelate cu experienta celor doua tari mentio-
nate au facut ca majoritatea consilierilor sa se
pozitioneze la nivel discursiv intr-o paradigma
restaurativa, iar practicile propriu-zise sa aiba
un caracter mixt retributiv si restaurativ. Ac-
centul pe dimensiunea comunicationald a sis-
temului de probatiune roméanesc face ca acesta
sa fie orientat spre latura terapeuticd in fata ce-
lei punitive, in timp ce sistemul moldovenesc
este mai degraba orientat spre asistentd sociala,
bazata pe identificarea si facilitarea accesului
beneficiarilor la resurse comunitare. Sistemul
moldovenesc de probatiune este o creatic a
specificului socio-cultural local, dovada fiind
nivelul asistential crescut implicat de practica
probatiunii intr-o tard in care nivelul de stan-
dard de viata este mai scazut decat media la ni-
vel european.

Orientarea restaurativd este evidentd in
discursul respondentilor, care insad o trateaza
ambivalent. Pe de o parte este pus accentul pe
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stricta respectare a legii (in special responden-
tii din Republica Moldova), corelata cu latura
educationala a pedepsei, iar pe de altd parte
accentul este pus pe dimensiunea terapeutica
ca element de succes al practicii (Romania).
Modelul romanesc poate fi considerat ca fiind
unul bazat pe socio-terapie de reinsertie soci-
ala, functia angajatului serviciilor de probati-
une fiind intr-adevar cea de consilier in toate
dimensiunile sale inclusiv in cea terapeutica.
Abordarea moldoveneascd accentueaza mai
mult pe latura supravegherii, respondentii pu-
nand mai mult in discutie un model de tip
american al ,ofiterului de probatiune” care
este insa formal rejectat de respondentii din
ambele tari. A aparut opinia conform careia
modelul ofiterului de probatiune investeste cu
si mai multd autoritate pe profesionist, dar
aceasta nu este conform cu latura asistentiala
si terapeutica centrata pe reinsertie a practicii.

Relatiile interinstitutionale sunt vazute in
general ca fiind pozitive, de colaborare, bazata
pe comunicarea interpersonald in mediul ro-
manesc si pe comunicarea institutionalizata-
formalizata in cel moldovenesc. Limitele ca-
drului institutional al comunicarii sunt mai flu-
ide in contextul roméanesc decat in cel moldo-
venesc, unde Insa natura asistentiala a profesiei
este mai accentuatd. Aceste diferente pot fi
puse pe seama cadrelor institutionale de dez-
voltare a profesiei, care debuteaza In ambele
tari In mediul privat — servicii de probatiune fi-
ind oferite de ONG-uri — urmat de infiintarea
formala a serviciilor de probatiune si investirea
treptatd cu responsabilitdti din ce In ce mai
mari a acestora. In acest moment s-a ajuns la
situatia ca incarcarea cu cazuri a unui consilier
din Romania sa poatd ajunge pana la 400 de
cazuri aflate odata in lucru, in timp ce in Repu-
blica Moldova cea mai mare cifra semnalizata
a fost de 100 de cazuri.

Din punct de vedere al alegerii carierei mo-
tivatia pentru cariera de consilier de probatiune
a fost determinata de statutul social de care
consilierii se bucurd atat iIn Romania cét si in
Republica Moldova, ca parte a sistemului nati-
onal de justitie. In special respondentii romani
au aratat o aderenta deosebita la valorile profe-
sionale si o crescutd stima de sine generata de

apartenenta la profesie. Profesionalizarea se
realizeaza in ambele tari pe baza unor formari
initiale in domenii sociale sau juridice, urmate
de cursuri de probatiune organizate de Directi-
ile Nationale. Respondentii au pus accentul pe
necesitatea perfectiondrii permanente si a iInva-
tarii continue atat in mediul formal cét si non-
formal.

Concluzii

Cadrele epistemice si axiologice in care si
desfasoard activitatea serviciile de probatiune
din Romania si Republica Moldova sunt in ge-
neral tributare paradigmei prizonocentrice,
apartinand modelului justitiei retributive. Sis-
temul de probatiune este in general vazut ca o
alternativa la pedeapsa cu inchisoarea, si mai
putin ca o alternativa la pedeapsa in sine. Este
de remarcat progresul normativ realizat de sis-
temul romanesc al justitiei juvenile, care eli-
mina ideea de pedeapsa aplicata minorilor, ma-
surile sanctionatorii aplicate acestora, inclusiv
cele custodiale fiind considerate masuri educa-
tive, si nu masuri punitive.

Este demn de remarcat ca studiile, atat cele
privind Romania, cat si cele privind Republica
Moldova, aratd cd probatiunea isi desfasoara
activitatea intr-un context marcat de o apetenta
crescuta a publicului pentru pedeapsa, generat
de perpetuarea crizei financiare, dar mai ales
de criza morala in care cele doua tari se afla.
Din perspectiva ideii de constructie sociald a
profesiei de consilier de probatiune, discursul
dominant, care constituie cadrele institutionale
de organizare a profesiei, este marcat de diho-
tomia dintre viziunea teoretica, infuzata de va-
lori umaniste, de importanta justitiei bazate pe
drepturile omului, si a justitiei restaurative,
modele spre care se indreapta partial si incon-
secvent si cadrul normativ, si mentalitatile
existente la nivelul societatii, bazate pe stigma-
tizarea persoanelor care au savarsit fapte cu ca-
racter penal.

Concluziile cercetarii noastre se referd in
general la un impact deosebit al serviciilor de
probatiune din perspectiva reintegrarii sociale
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a persoanelor care au savarsit fapte penale. De
asemenea, concluziile reliefeaza un inalt grad
de aderenta al consilierilor de probatiune la va-
lorile profesionale si o satisfactie crescutd a
muncii. Valorile profesionale indicate de res-
pondenti au fost in special responsabilitatea,
demnitatea fiintei umane si, in mod deosebit,
comunicarea atat cu ,,beneficiarii” cat si cu ce-
lelalte institutii cu care serviciile de probatiune

Note

' Articolul face parte dintr-o cercetare mai larga

intitulata: Constructia sociala a profesiei de consilier
de probatiune: analiza calitativd comparatd in zona
de N-E a Roméniei si in Republica Moldova. In ca-
drul acestui articol am incercat sa sintetizam o parte
din rezultatele cercetérii cu accent pe dimensiunea
institutionala si normativa a fenomenului. in redac-
tarea acestui articol am utilizat si unele date ce se re-
gasesc partial 1n articole aflate In diverse stadii de
publicare cu respectarea obligativitatii mentionarii
acestora in bibliografie.

2 Offender in limba engleza in original. Am pre-
ferat termenul de faptuitor in locul celui de infractor,
deoarece consideram cd acesta se potriveste mai
bine specificului paradigmei restaurative, pe care o
vedem — cel putin In parte — la originea sistemelor
moderne de probatiune.
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Abstract: This paper investigates the contribution of the socioeconomic status and access to
healthcare toward subjective health in Romania, when compared to two groups of countries: the Cen-
tral and Eastern European, and the Nordic and Western countries. This data come from the European
Quality of Life Survey (EQLS) 2012. Two models are examined, with the help of logistic regression:
one testing the contribution of socioeconomic status on self-rated health, and one testing the influence
of access to healthcare on self-rated health. In line with previous research, the results showed that the
socioeconomic status contributes significantly to the health status in Romania, as well as the two
country groups, although there was evidence of greater social and economic inequalities in Romania.
Similarly, access to healthcare was proven to be a key universal factor influencing self-rated health,
but in Romania, it showed a higher extent of variation in the self-perceived general health.
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Introduction

This paper aims to analyse the role that
healthcare access and socioeconomic status
play in self-rated health in Romania from a Eu-
ropean comparative perspective. It is an endeav-
our to understand whether Romania differenti-
ates itself from the other countries in Central
and Eastern Europe, and from the Nordic and
Western countries, with regard to the contribu-
tion of individual characteristics delineating so-
cioeconomic status, and access to healthcare to
the perceived health status. The focus of this pa-
per is Romania due to the poor situation of the
health status of its population, healthcare and in-
equalities in health (Pop, 2010; Olaru, 2013;
Precupetu et al., 2013; Tacobuta et al., 2015).

A considerable amount of the literature ex-
plains the relationship between socioeco-
nomic status and health status, as well as
health inequalities. While numerous theories
have concentrated on the role of socioeco-
nomic status, access to healthcare was less
surveyed. Access to healthcare is seen as a
basic right in modern societies, and it is con-
sidered common knowledge that generalized
access to healthcare will ensure a good health
status in the population. Building an equitable
universal healthcare system is regarded as a
priority for all countries believing that “nei-
ther cost nor social exclusion should be a bar-
rier to treatment” (WHO, 2013). Several EU
documents (European Parliament, 2011) draw
attention to the key role of the access to
healthcare in determining health inequalities,
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apart from the economic, environmental and
lifestyle-related factors. However, despite par-
tial comparisons among few European coun-
tries (FRA, 2013) there is less detailed infor-
mation on the role of access to healthcare in
determining health inequalities from a Euro-
pean comparative perspective, even though it
has been shown that “there is little evidence
that inequity of access to health services is a
major contributor to health inequities in the
North, West and South of Europe, but it quite
likely makes a significant contribution to
larger inequities in mortality in many coun-
tries to the East” (WHO, 2013). So far, the lit-
erature has concentrated mostly on particular
issues, like immigrants’ access to healthcare
(Kuczewski, 2011), the specific access of disad-
vantaged populations by ethnicity, age or gender
(Verhagen et al., 2014; Law and Vanderslice,
2011; Hanssens et al., 2016), access to particular
services or technologies, or to new discoveries
and innovative medical technologies (Klaufus
et al., 2014; Dowrick et al., 2016). However, it
has been pointed out that there is a need to iden-
tify the most relevant mechanisms that underlie
the correlations between socioeconomic status,
health and the utilization of healthcare, since
“current knowledge tends to emphasize the need
for policies directly targeted at socioeconomic
status and health, rather than access to health-
care only” (Apouey, 2013).

In this paper, we first describe the specific
background of Romania in the field of health
and healthcare, based on indicators measuring
access to healthcare and health inequalities.
Since our analysis is situated within the frame-
work of health inequality research, we then re-
view the literature explaining the contribution
of socioeconomic status to health inequality,
while we also look at the role of access to
healthcare in determining health status as re-
vealed by previous research. Third, we look
descriptively at subjective health and system-
atic differences in self-rated health in the so-
cio-demographic groups in Romania, as well
as two country groups: the Nordic and Western
countries and the Central and Eastern Euro-
pean countries. Fourth, two models of logistic

regression are employed in order to explain the
variations in subjective health, and to under-
stand the role that socioeconomic status and
access to healthcare play in the different con-
texts posited by Romania and the two groups
of countries. Finally, we concentrate on the
significance of the results obtained for the spe-
cific situation of Romania, with regard to
health status and access to healthcare.

Background of Romania: a myriad of
issues in the field of health and
healthcare

As pointed out in a recent European Commis-
sion country report (EC, 2015), the Romanian
healthcare system faces a multitude of issues:
poor health outcomes, poor financial and geo-
graphical accessibility (especially in rural ar-
eas), low funding and inefficient use of re-
sources, high reliance on in-patient services,
the low capacity of the hospital network, weak
and fragmented referral networks and the low
proportion of spending directed at primary
healthcare. To these are added the broad use of
informal payments in the public healthcare
system that impair the accessibility, efficiency
and quality of the system even more.

The governmental expenditure on health-
care as a percentage of the GDP in 2012 was
4.4%, the fifth lowest in the EU. When looking
at the total financing of healthcare, Romania
ranks lowest in the EU, with 5.6% of the GDP,
similar to countries like Estonia (5.8%) and
Poland (6.3%), and far from countries like
France (11.8%) or Belgium (10.9%) (Eurostat,
2012 or the nearest year data). Moreover,
spending on healthcare was reduced as a result
of the latest economic crisis, which determined
a decreased pace of investment in the health-
care infrastructure, and turned into a key issue
in a country like Romania that had low public
expenditures on healthcare long before the cri-
sis (Eurofound, 2014). In addition to low
spending, lack of access to healthcare further
completes a problematic picture of healthcare
in Romania, and this is comprised of several
dimensions (OECD, 2014).
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First, an important dimension to consider is
healthcare coverage, which enables access to
medical goods and services and provides finan-
cial protection against illness. In Romania, as in
most European countries, the healthcare system
aims at universal coverage. In 2013, this cover-
age included 85% of the population, with 89.8%
in the urban and 75.3% in the rural areas
(CNAS, 2014). However, there are some cate-
gories of individuals that are not fully covered,
and only entitled to emergency care: persons
working in the grey economy without formal
contracts, the poor in urban areas who do not
qualify for the minimum income, those living in
rural areas involved in subsistence agriculture
and part of the Roma population (Dobos, 2006).
Although voluntary insurance is available, it has
been estimated that only a small portion of these
uncovered individuals are able to take ad-
vantage of this opportunity due to the costs in-
volved. In the past years, the stricter implemen-
tation of entitlement criteria for the minimum
income, which guarantees health insurance,
may have led to an increase in the number of
uninsured individuals (Eurofound, 2014).

A second dimension of access is out-of-
pocket medical spending. When high, this
type of spending transfers some of the respon-
sibility to those who use the services more (in-
cluding low-income earners). Out-of-pocket
payments are expenditures borne directly by
patients, in which insurance, either public or
private, covers the full cost of the healthcare
goods or services. Out-of-pocket payments
are relatively low in Romania, when com-
pared to the other EU countries. At a level of
1.06% of the GDP, Romania still has higher
out-of-pocket payments than countries like the
Netherlands (0.7%) and France (0.87%), but
much lower than Hungary (2.25%) and
Greece (2.64%) (Eurostat, 2012). These types
of payments include cost-sharing and other
expenditures paid directly by private house-
holds, as well as the estimations of informal
payments to healthcare providers (OECD,
2014; Vladescu, 2008). Despite the relatively
low reliance on out-of-pocket payments to fi-
nance healthcare that is evident from the data,

it has been revealed that in Romania (similar
to countries like Turkey, Ireland and Croatia),
the probability of perceived inability to access
care is high (Cylus and Papanicolas, 2015),
which suggests, at least for Romania, the ex-
istence of important structural problems im-
peding access.

A third important component of access is
the number of healthcare providers in the dif-
ferent geographic regions in the country. Phy-
sician density has a significant impact on the
utilization of most healthcare services over the
course of one’s life (WHO, 2013). The short-
ages of physicians in certain regions can in-
crease the travel times or waiting times for pa-
tients, and result in unmet healthcare needs.
The uneven distribution of health services is an
important concern in Romania, given the rural,
isolated and sparsely populated communities.

When compared to EU countries, Romania
has the lowest number of physicians per
100,000 people (264), with the exception of
Poland (224) and Slovenia (262). Moreover,
there are great disparities between the Nomen-
clature of the Territorial Units for Statistics
(NUTYS) 2 regions in what is considered to be
physician density. More developed regions,
like Bucuresti-Ilfov and the Northwest, have
physician densities up to 5 times higher than
poorer regions like the Southeast and South
Muntenia (Eurostat, 2013). In 2011, the num-
ber of rural inhabitants per medical doctor was
seven times higher than in the urban areas (Eu-
ropean Commission, 2015).

In Romania, the hospital bed supply is in-
termediate, but higher than in the EU-15
countries (WHO, 2012). In April of 2011, 67
public hospitals in small communities (about
15% of the country’s public hospitals) were
closed. The people living in these areas have
become more vulnerable to poor healthcare
access, especially those with limited mobility
or who cannot afford transportation costs (Eu-
rofound, 2014).

Another major problem affecting access is
the high migration of medical personnel.
Among the Eastern and Central European
countries, Romania experienced the highest
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migration of medical professionals to EU
countries in 2007 [4,990 doctors (10% of all
doctors) and 1813 nurses] (Eurofound, 2014).
As recently as 2014, 2,450 doctors, represent-
ing 6.3% of the total number of doctors, ob-
tained their professional certificates in order
to work abroad. Currently, the number of doc-
tors working in Romanian hospitals is half of
the total number of personnel needed (13,521
vs. 26,000) (Romanian College of Physicians,
2015).

A final important dimension of access, un-
met medical needs (care was too expensive,
waiting time was too long or the distance to
travel was too far), contributes to the difficult
situation of access. The problems that people
have reported in obtaining healthcare when they
needed it, often reflect significant barriers in ac-
cessing healthcare. In 2013, 9% of the Roma-
nian population reported unmet needs for medi-
cal examinations, the second highest proportion
in the EU after Latvia (12%) (Eurostat, 2013).

To these four major components of access
to healthcare, we can add a specific key factor
for Romania, the issue of informal payments.
According to the Special Eurobarometer 2013
(European Commission, 2014), 22% of those
Romanians who had contact with medical ser-
vices during the past year declared that they
were asked or expected to pay a bribe for the
services received, when compared to the EU27
countries’ average of 2%. The informal pay-
ments, generally justified by the low salaries of
medical personnel and practiced since com-
munist times, have over time become the
norm, and currently, 67% of Romanians (third
highest percentage in the EU) believe that brib-
ery is widespread in the healthcare sector
(compared to the EU27 average of 33%).
These payments, to the extent that they are en-
grained in the Romanian culture (Vladescu et
al., 2008), contribute to the inequalities in
healthcare, since people with higher socioeco-
nomic status are those who can afford the extra
payments and most likely benefit from better
attention, shorter waiting times and careful,
high quality treatment.

Health status

Generally speaking, the health of the popu-
lation in Romania is rather poor, and disparities
are evident at the territorial level. Indicators
like life expectancy, mortality and infant mor-
tality, which are considered to be measures of
the quality of life, in general, and of the
healthcare system overall, contribute to the
poor picture of healthcare in Romania. In 2013,
the life expectancy was 75.2 years in Romania,
the fourth lowest value in the EU, and there was
a large gap separating Romania from the top
countries in the EU, where the life expectancy
is as high as 83.2 years in Spain and 82.8 years
in Italy. The difference in the life expectancy
between women and men in Romania is 7.1
years, one of the highest in the EU, which has
grown higher over time: in 1980, the difference
between the genders was 5.3 years, but it rose
to 7.5 in 2010. There are important disparities
in the life expectancy based on the urban and
rural populations and on the development re-
gion. This indicator is higher in urban commu-
nities (2.7-year difference for 2014), as well as
in the developed regions (differences of up to
2.5 years, NIS, 2014).

The mortality rates are also high in Romania
(16 deaths per 1,000 inhabitants), placing the
country in second place in the EU, where the
death rates vary from 8.9 in France to 17.1 in
Bulgaria (per 1,000 individuals) (Eurostat,
2012). The same disparities at the territorial
level, by residency and development region, as
represented by life expectancy, are evident
when looking at mortality. In 2014, the mortal-
ity rates varied between 16.7 in the NUTS 2
region of Southeast Oltenia, to 11.3 in the
Bucuresti region, while the difference between
rural and urban was 4.5 (NIS, 2014).

Infant mortality is the highest in Romania
(9.2), among all of the EU countries, and 2.4
times higher than the EU average (Eurostat,
2013). Moreover, the risk of infant death is
50% higher in the rural communities than in
the urban. The main causes of infant mortality
are perinatal conditions (34%), respiratory ill-
nesses (29%) and congenital diseases (25%)
(Ministry of Health, 2014).
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Theoretical Framework

An array of theoretical perspectives, as
summarized by several authors (Arcaya, 2015;
Mackenbach, 2012; Bambra, 2011), have
aimed to explain the existence and persistence
over time of health inequalities in all countries,
even in those with generous welfare policies.
Mackenbach (2012) summarized the “theories”
that are most salient in the current literature ex-
plaining these inequalities. Most of these theo-
retical perspectives are derived from the social
stratification theory, and explain health ine-
qualities as the result of the stratification sys-
tem of societies. The author concludes, based
on reviewing the existing theories, that differ-
entiation in health status might result from: 1)
existing differences in the individual character-
istics between the social strata, 2) the allocation
of resources between the social strata, and the
consequent access of individuals to these vari-
ous resources, and 3) the specific value of the
resources to prevent the health problems that
are prevalent in that society.

Theoretical perspectives concentrate on
very specific factors of inequality and range
from considering health inequalities only a
mathematical artefact (Scanlan, 2006) to plac-
ing the causes of this phenomenon into mate-
rial circumstances, behaviours and biological
factors and psychosocial determinants.

The fundamental causes theory (Phelan et
al., 2010) situates the sources of the health in-
equalities in the stratification system of the
society, and maintains that the existing social
inequalities are those that determine the
health inequalities, and not the risk factors,
like behaviour, psychosocial stress or work-
ing conditions. From this perspective, the re-
sources associated with the socioeconomic
status (money, knowledge, prestige, power
and beneficial social relationships) are those
protecting a person’s health. Those who are
able to deploy these flexible resources have
better opportunities to avoid health risks.

In a life course perspective (Van de Mheen,
1998), health in adulthood is the partial result
of experiences in early life, both biological and

social, since negative conditions in childhood
contribute to poor health and social hardship
later in life.

Health inequalities have also been proven
by the proponents of the social selection theory
to be the result of health-related selection in the
process of social mobility. They consider that
individuals’ health influence their ability to at-
tain and maintain socio-economic positions
and resources (Haas, 2006).

Personal characteristics also have a role in
explaining inequalities in health (Nabi et al.,
2008) as cognitive abilities and personality
traits can partly explain the differences in health
between the socioeconomic groups.

Access to material resources, especially in-
come is fundamental in the neo-materialist the-
ory of health inequalities (Backlund et al.,
2007), which highlighted that increases in pros-
perity and redistribution mechanisms have not
succeeded in attenuating health inequalities.

The psychosocial theory looks at material
inequality and links it to factors like psychoso-
cial stress, and the lack of social support and a
sense of control (Wilkinson and Pickett, 2007).
The unequal distribution of these factors might
contribute to health inequality. People with
higher levels of education and income also
have a stronger sense of control over their own
lives, and this is related to healthier behaviour,
and ultimately, lower rates of morbidity and
mortality.

When looking at the value of resources for
health gain, a perspective based on the studies
of the diffusion of innovation emphasizes the
fact that those with high socioeconomic status
are the first to adopt new (healthy) behaviours.
This leads to a temporarily increase the ine-
quality between those who changed their be-
haviour (diet, smoking, etc...) and those who
have not yet changed. Similarly, the inverse
equity hypothesis concentrates on new inter-
ventions that usually reach those with higher
socioeconomic status first, and increase ine-
quality, especially in the field of preventive or
curative healthcare (Victora, 2000).

Finally, cultural capital, through atti-
tudes, knowledge and competency, has a role
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in determining the health status of the various
socioeconomic strata (Pinxten and Lievens,
2014). Class related cultural resources interact
with economic and social capital in the social
structuring of people’s healthcare chances and
choices (Abel, 2008).

All these theoretical perspectives concen-
trate on the direct and specific factors of health
inequalities. However, there are also attempts at
integrating theoretical perspectives and enlarg-
ing the view of determinants of health and
health inequalities. The framework of social de-
terminants of health (WHO, 2010) includes
both the structural determinants consisting in
all social and political contexts (governance,
macro-economic policy, social policy, public
policy as well as cultural and societal values)
that generate the socioeconomic position (edu-
cation, occupation, income), and the intermedi-
ary determinants comprising material circum-
stances, behavioral, psychosocial and biological
factors as well as the health care system itself.
In this view, the distribution of social determi-
nants of health within or across populations will
determine the makeup of health inequalities.

Similar models (Barton and Grant, 2006;
Huynen et al., 2005) that tried to map the com-
plexity of the pathways leading to health out-
comes and health inequalities have been devel-
oped lately.

Theoretical frameworks are built on the
well established relationships between the var-
ious determinants and health. However, there
is still need for a deeper insight into the nature
of this relationship (Krumeich and Meershoek,
2014) and studies on particular countries not
only can reveal the specificities of the local
contexts but can also contribute to building
policy tools.

Recently, Cylus and Papanicolas (2015)
suggested that in some European countries
there are structural factors, such as poor qual-
ity care and unequal distribution of healthcare
services, which act as important barriers to ac-
cess. Costa-Font and Gibb (2009) showed that
the inequalities in health and healthcare in
Spain appear to be driven by inequalities in use
(along with income inequality).

In case of Romania, there seems to be an
increasing awareness of health inequalities and
of the issues in access to health care. There is
a wide consensus on the existence and the
magnitude of health inequalities in Romania
(Olaru, 2013; Precupetu et al., 2013; Tacobuta
et al., 2015), while Vasile (2013) demonstrated
that difficulties in accessing healthcare with re-
gard to cost and time have a significantly neg-
ative impact on the quality of life of individu-
als, as measured through life satisfaction.

Health inequality determined by socioeco-
nomic inequality is a universal feature in all so-
cieties, despite the efforts of welfare states to
minimize these disparities. It is arguable
whether these inequalities are unfair, and
Mackenbach (2012) maintains that “because
health is not a ‘good’ that lends itself for redis-
tribution, the unfairness of health inequalities
does not automatically follow from their exist-
ence” (p. 767). With regard to the differenti-
ated access to a high level of health, there is no
doubt that inequalities resulting from unequal
access are unfair, and can be avoided.

Methods and Analysis

In this paper, we have employed two mod-
els: one testing the influence of socioeconomic
status on subjective health, and one testing the
influence of access to healthcare, while con-
trolling for socioeconomic status. This analy-
sis does not aim to provide a full explanatory
model, but to understand the role of access in
self-rated health.

A logistic regression was carried out on
Romania and the two groups of countries (Nor-
dic and Western countries, Central and Eastern
Europe). The data come from the third wave of
the European Quality of Life Survey? (EQLS),
which is a pan-European survey focused on the
quality of life, carried out every four years by
the European Foundation for the Improve-
ment of Living and Working Conditions. The
EQLS provides information on many areas rel-
evant to the quality of life, including economic
resources, employment, health, family status,
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social support, perceived quality of society and
subjective well-being. The version we relied
on, the third EQLS (2011-2012), was carried
out using nationally representative samples in
34 countries: the 27 EU Member States at the
time and Croatia, Iceland, FYR Macedonia,
Montenegro, Serbia, Turkey and Kosovo. Our
analysis was carried out for the 28 present EU
Member States.

Variables

The dependent variable in our analysis was
the self-rated health status, which was meas-
ured on a five point scale based on the ques-
tion, “In general, would you say your health is
... 1) very good, 2) good, 3) fair, 4) bad or 5)
very bad?” In our analysis, the variable self-
rated status was recoded as a dummy variable,
with code 1 consisting of the answers ‘bad’ and
‘very bad’, and 0 consisting of ‘fair’, ‘good’
and ‘very good’. Previously, the variable was
similarly considered in inequality analysis
(Eurofound, 2013). Self-reported health is a
useful measure of one’s health status, because
it is associated with morbidity (Manor et al.,
2001), and is a good predictor of mortality
(Burstrom and Fredlund, 2001).

Previous studies have looked at self-re-
ported health, and currently, there is increas-
ing interest in understanding the social factors
that contribute to the health status measured
through peoples’ perceptions (Eikemo et al.,
2008; Mansyur et al., 2008). Mackenbach
(2008) also looked at inequalities in self-rated
health, even though he concentrated mainly on
inequalities in mortality and morbidity in Eu-
rope based on socioeconomic status. He found
evidence that throughout Europe, worse
health is found in lower socioeconomic status
groups. Even though the pattern of inequality
described by this subjective indicator is less
pronounced and different than that described
by objective indicators like the death rate (for
example), inequalities in self-rated health by
country are distinctive, when analysed by in-
come and educational level. Income related
inequalities in self-assessed health tend to be

larger in Northern Europe than in the Eastern
and Baltic countries, while education induced
inequalities are the highest in countries like
Portugal and Slovenia, but less evident in
some Western countries like Germany, France
or Belgium.

The main independent variables in our
analysis are socioeconomic status and per-
ceived access to healthcare, and we used con-
trols for gender, age, education level, employ-
ment status, household size and residence.

The gender variable was recoded as a
dummy variable of 1 for ‘female’ and 0 for
‘male’. The respondent’s age was measured in
years. The variable for household size counts
the number of members in the household.
Education was recoded into three levels, pri-
mary education, secondary education and ter-
tiary education, and we used it as a dummy var-
iable, with tertiary education as the reference.

In the EQLS (2011-2012), the subjects
were allowed to choose the residence area
where they lived based on the following (Q49):
“Would you consider the area in which you
live to be ... 1) the open countryside, 2) a vil-
lage/small town, 3) a medium to large town or
4) a city or city suburb?” The variable was re-
coded as a dummy variable, coding 0 for ‘ur-
ban’ and 1 for ‘rural’. The variable was rec-
orded first in the database as 0 for ‘countryside
orvillage’ and 1 for ‘town or city’. Afterwards,
we transformed it in dummy coding to O for
‘urban’ (town and city) and 1 for ‘rural’ (coun-
tryside or village).

In this survey, the employment status was
measured through the use of the following cate-
gories: employed, unemployed, unable, retired,
homemaker, student and other. In our analysis,
this variable was recoded into our categories:
employed, retired, homemaker and other, due to
the low number of individuals in some of the
categories. The variable was used as a dummy,
with the reference category being ‘other’.

Although the socioeconomic status is best
measured with the help of income, we used
deprivation in our analysis, since it has become
increasingly recognised (Whelan and Maitre,
2013) as a measure of economic vulnerability.
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Our dataset was missing many cases of the in-
come variables (16.6% of the sample in Roma-
nia, 25.3% for the Nordic and Western Euro-
pean countries and 22.9% for the Eastern and
Central European countries), and the use of in-
come would have contributed to a significant
reduction in the sample.

Deprivation was measured by asking the
participants to indicate which items they can-
not afford: 1) to keep their home adequately
warm, 2) to replace any worn-out furniture, 3)
a meal with meat, chicken or fish every second
day, 4) buying new, rather than second-hand,
clothes, 5) having friends or family over for a
drink or meal at least once a month, 6) a week-
long annual holiday away from home and 7) to
pay bills/arrears (mortgage or rent, utility bills
or purchase instalments). The variables were
recoded as 1 for ‘no, cannot afford it’ and O for
‘yes, can afford it if desired’, and a summative
deprivation index was computed, considering
values between 0 and 7. The Cronbach’s alpha
coefficient for the deprivation index was 0.657
for the sample of the EU28 countries.

Access to healthcare was measured in the
EQLS by asking the subjects whether they had
difficulty, and in what regard, considering: 1)
distance to doctor’s office/hospital/medical
centre, 2) delay in getting an appointment, 3)
waiting time to see the doctor on the day of the
appointment, 4) cost of seeing the doctor and 5)
finding time because of work, childcare or
other responsibilities. The variables were meas-
ured using a four point scale: 1) very difficult,
2) a little difficult, 3) not difficult at all and 4)
not applicable/never needed to see a doctor. A
summative index of the perceived healthcare
access was computed based on these five items,
and each variable was recoded as a dummy: 1
for the answers ‘very difficult’ or ‘a little diffi-
cult’ and 0 for ‘not difficult at all’ (‘not appli-
cable/never needed to see a doctor’ was de-
clared missing). The summative index takes the
values between 0 and 5, and the Cronbach’s al-
pha for the access to healthcare index was
0.749 for the sample of EU28 countries.

Country groups

In our analysis, in order to compare
Romania to the EU countries, we used two
groups of countries: Nordic and Western coun-
tries (Denmark, Finland, Sweden, Austria,
Belgium, Germany, France, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, Ireland, UK, Italy, Malta,
Portugal, Spain, Cyprus and Greece), and Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe (Estonia, Lithuania,
Latvia, Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary,
Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia and Bulgaria). For
our choices, we relied on a previous analysis
using the same data (Eurofound, 2014b), that
showed that, in terms of self-rated health, there
are two different groups of countries, but
within each group, the countries are similar
(with the exception of Portugal, which displays
higher levels of health problems than the other
countries in that group).

Descriptives

Romania exhibits the fourth lowest value
for the subjective health status in the EU, be-
ing situated close to countries like Lithuania,
Latvia and Estonia.

The descriptive analysis verifies the sys-
tematic differences in the self-rated health
status based on the socioeconomic status in
Romania, the Nordic and Western European
countries, and the Central and Eastern Euro-
pean countries (Table 1).

Figure 2 shows the perceived difficulty in
accessing healthcare in Romania and the two
country groups. Overall, the Romanians had
greater difficulty in accessing healthcare; for
them, greatest perceived difficulties were the
cost and waiting times. In Romania and the
Central and Eastern countries, the distance to
the doctor’s office/hospital/medical centre con-
stituted an impediment for access to healthcare
to a greater degree than in the Nordic and West-
ern countries.
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Source: EQLS 2011-2012, authors’ calculations. Q42: “In general, would you say your health is ...
1) very good, 2) good, 3) fair, 4) bad or 5) very bad?”

Figure 1: Self-rated health status in European countries (means on reversed scale)

Table 1: Poor self-rated health status (bad and very bad) by socioeconomic variables (%)

Nordic and Central and
Romania ‘Western Countries Eastern Europe
Gender Male 12% 8% 14%
Female 22% 8% 18%
Residence Urban 11% 8% 15%
Rural 22% 8% 18%
Education level Primary or less 59% 17% 40%
Secondary 15% 7% 16%
Tertiary 3% 4% 9%
Employment status Employed 4% 3% 5%
Retired 43% 15% 32%
Homemaker 14% 7% 12%
Other 5% 13% 15%
Age of the respondent 1824 2% 2% 2%
25-34 2% 2% 3%
35-49 7% 6% 7%
50-64 25% 9% 18%
65+ 48% 14% 35%

Source: EQLS 2011-2012, authors’ calculations.
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Source: EQLS 2011-2012, authors’ calculations. Q47: “On the last occasion you needed to see a doctor or
medical specialist, to what extent did each of the following factors make it difficult or not for you to do s0?”
1) very difficult, 2) a little difficult, 3) not difficult at all or 4) not applicable/never needed to see a doctor.

Figure 2: Perceived access to healthcare as “very difficult’ (%)

Results

Table 2 presents the results of the logistic
regression analysis for model 1, analysing the
relationship between the socioeconomic status
and self-rated health. This model demonstrated
the association between the socioeconomic
status and poor health status in Romania, as
well as in the Nordic and Western countries
and Central and Eastern European countries.
The socioeconomic status explains the greater
proportion of variance in Romania than in the
other two groups of countries, which is evi-
dence of greater social and economic inequal-
ity in the country under scrutiny here.

Education significantly influenced the self-
rated health, and although in Romania primary
education emerged as a significant predictor of
the subjective health status, in the two other
groups of countries, both primary and second-
ary education were important contributors to
the health status. This suggests a critical gap
between those people with lower education
and higher education in Romania, and a more
gradual contribution of the various levels of
education to the subjective health status in the
two country groups.
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Table 2: Odds ratios for the predictors of self-rated health in the model including the socioeconomic

variables and deprivation index

Nordic and Central and

Romania Western Europe Eastern Europe
Variables in the Equation B Exp(B) B Exp(B) B Exp(B)
Female 0.36 1.43 0.06 1.06 0.01 1.01
Primary education 0.99% 2.68 0.38%%* 1.47 0.65%* 1.91
(reference tertiary education)
Secondary education 0.57 1.76 0.26* 1.30 0.25% 1.28
(reference tertiary education)
Age (+18) 0.03** 1.03 0.03** 1.04 0.04** 1.04
Employed (reference other) —-0.10 0.91 —1.48** 0.23 —1.04** 0.35
Retired (reference other) 1.17* 3.23 —0.74** 0.48 —0.24* 0.79
Homemaker (reference other) 0.09 1.09 —1.22%%* 0.30 —0.45 0.64
Household size 0.11 1.11 —0.05 0.95 —0.03 0.97
Rural 0.39 1.47 —0.01 0.99 0.11 1.11
Deprivation index 0.32%* 1.38 0.24** 1.28 0.25%%* 1.29
Constant —5.86** 0.00 —4.05%* 0.02 —4.60%* 0.01
Cox & Snell R Square 0.24 0.07 0.16
Nagelkerke R Square 0.38 0.16 0.28

**p < 0.001; *p < 0.05
Source: EQLS 2011-2012, authors’ calculations.

In a similar way, age was a significant pre-
dictor of self-rated health in Romania, the Nor-
dic and Western countries and the Central and
Eastern European countries. Romania does not
differentiate itself from the two country groups
with regard to the contribution of higher age to
a poor health status; however, the employment
status described a radically distinctive picture.
Being employed significantly influenced the
subjective health status in the two groups of
countries, but not in Romania. Being em-
ployed in this country did not provide the cush-
ioning against poor health that seemed to be
provided in the two country groups. This sug-
gests that in Romania the healthcare coverage
offers a low level of medical services in an
analogous way to those having different em-
ployment statuses. At the generally low level
of income in Romania, the advantage of being
employed likely provides few people with the
means to achieve better health. Moreover, be-
ing retired was a significant predictor of a poor
health status in Romania; however, retirement
negatively influenced poor self-rated health in

the two groups of countries. This data suggests
poor health circumstances characterising the
retired population. Being significantly concen-
trated in rural areas with lower quality ser-
vices, having lower incomes and being more
socially isolated could create a pool of factors
impacting the specific situation of the retired
in Romania. Quite the reverse, the data for the
two country groups suggested a certain protec-
tion from poor health that people in retirement
enjoy.

Deprivation emerged as a significant pre-
dictor of poor health in Romania as well as in
the Nordic and Western countries and the Cen-
tral and Eastern European countries. However,
the effect of deprivation on poor health status
was stronger in Romania, suggesting the
greater importance of material conditions on
the health status than in the two groups of
countries.

The analysis showed that rural residence
does not significantly influence the health sta-
tus, despite the poor healthcare conditions in
rural Romania. However, we suspect that this
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statuses, but measured by asking the respond-
ents to assess whether they lived in the coun-
tryside/village, a small town or a city.

finding was influenced by the measurement of
the variable in the EQLS data, since urban and
rural were not defined by their administrative

Table 3: Odds ratios for the predictors of self-rated health in the model, including the socioeconomic
variables, deprivation index and access to healthcare index

Nordic and Central and

Romania Western Europe Eastern Europe
Variables in the Equation B Exp(B) B Exp(B) B Exp(B)
Female 0.33 1.39 0.04 1.04 0.00 1.00
Primary education 0.95 2.60 0.35%* 1.42 0.59%** 1.81
(reference tertiary education)
Secondary education 0.57 1.77 0.25%* 1.28 0.22%* 1.25
(reference tertiary education)
Age (+18) 0.03* 1.03 0.04** 1.04 0.04** 1.04
Employed (reference other) -0.08 0.93 —1.51%* 0.22 —1.08%* 0.34
Retired (reference other) 1.24%* 3.46 —0.76** 0.47 —-0.23 0.79
Homemaker (reference other) 0.16 1.17 —1.25%%* 0.29 —-0.45 0.64
Household size 0.10 1.11 —0.06* 0.94 —0.04 0.96
Rural 0.38 1.46 —0.02 0.99 0.09 1.09
Deprivation index 0.30%* 1.35 0.22%* 1.25 0.22%* 1.25
Access to healthcare index 0.12%* 1.13 0.10%* 1.11 0.22%%* 1.24
Constant —6.05%* 0.00 —4.13%* 0.02 —4.88%* 0.01
Cox & Snell R Square 0.24 0.07 0.18
Nagelkerke R Square 0.39 0.17 0.30
**p < 0.001; *p < 0.05
Source: EQLS 2011-2012, authors’ calculations.

Table 3 presents the results of the logistic Discussion

regression analysis for model 2, analysing the
relationship between the access to healthcare
and self-rated health, while controlling for so-
cioeconomic status. Difficulty in accessing
healthcare contributes significantly to a poor
health status, in way similar to Romania and
the two European country groups, proving that
it is a universal mechanism. Since the ex-
plained variance of the model was higher in
Romania (and the Central and Eastern Euro-
pean countries) when compared to the Nordic
and Western countries, it is likely that in the
country under scrutiny here access to health-
care is a crucial factor in determining the vari-
ations in the self-perceived general health.

This study looked at the influence of the so-
cioeconomic status and access to healthcare on
the subjective health status in Romania, and
compared it to the Nordic and Western Euro-
pean countries and the Central and Eastern Eu-
ropean countries. In line with previous studies,
the results emphasized the relevance of the so-
cioeconomic status in explaining the differ-
ences in individuals’ health states. The subjec-
tive health status varied based on the
socioeconomic characteristics in Romania and
the two surveyed groups of countries. Alt-
hough it was proven that this relationship is
present in all European countries, even those
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with very developed welfare policies, there
was evidence of greater economic and social
inequality in Romania when compared to the
country groups in the analysis. While the roles
of age and low education were similar between
Romania and the two groups of countries, it is
striking that employment did not provide peo-
ple with sufficient protection from poor health.
This might be due to the fact that, in general,
employment pays too little to offer people ad-
equate cushioning when facing the challenges
that might arise from a poor health state.

Access to healthcare clearly impacts the
subjective health status in Romania and the
two country groups in similar ways, proving it
is a universal mechanism. Therefore, these re-
sults reinforced a widely acknowledged rela-
tionship between the quality of care and health,
and emphasize the importance of universal ac-
cess to healthcare in a country like Romania,
which faces a great number of issues in the
field of healthcare and in regard to the health
status of its population.

The particular stratification system in this
country might be invoked in order to explain
this inequality, according to the mechanisms
revealed by the theories of health inequality.
During the communist regime, Romania was
an egalitarian country with little stratification,
while the population was homogenized in
poverty (Marginean, 2004). The healthcare
system was public and healthcare coverage
was universal, even though the medical ser-
vices and goods were provided at a low level,
and were, sometimes, rationed. During the
post-communist period, the society became
greatly stratified, with a high proportion of the
population being thrown into poverty, and a
small segment of the population accumulating
great wealth. In a rather polarized society, the
middle classes rose very timidly, and even to-
day, Romania is one of the most unequal coun-
tries in the EU with respect to income. At the
same time, the healthcare system has been
through many reforms under the pressures of
the new market economy. Insurance systems
have been introduced, which have been
proven in the literature to have the potential to

increase the inequalities in access to care and,
ultimately, the health status (Gelormino et al.,
2007). Romania has been confronted with a
problem that is present, to a lesser extent, in
other European countries: the rural setting is
not sufficiently attractive for medical person-
nel. In communist times, doctors received
mandatory placements to rural localities,
which ensured the even distribution of person-
nel and services throughout the country. Dur-
ing the post-communist transition, the iso-
lated, aged and disadvantaged communities
were impacted the most by the migration of
medical personnel. Some population catego-
ries remain uncovered (those working in the
grey economy without formal contracts, those
working in subsistence agriculture, a propor-
tion of Roma and the poor in urban areas who
do not qualify for the minimum income).
Moreover, the rural area (where 45% of the
population lives), which concentrates large
segments of the poor, provides problematic
access to healthcare, even what is regarded as
primary care. All of these have influenced
equality in the health outcomes.

The social gradient with regard to the level
of health in Romania can be partly attributed to
the natural process of stratification that took
place during the post-communist transition.
However, it is possible that structural factors,
like the insurance system or out-of-pocket pay-
ments, had an important bearing on the health
status. For example, since informal payments
are a social norm and an important tradition,
they clearly provide an advantage for the high
and middle classes, who can afford the “under
the table” extra payment. Their income pro-
vides access not only to better information, ser-
vices and medical goods, but also to better at-
tention and care, creating an added factor of
inequality.

Social stratification theory provides useful
tools for understanding health inequalities in
the context of Romania. However, the more
complex models that introduce into explana-
tion structural and intermediary factors deter-
mining the distribution of health can provide
more appropriate frameworks in accounting
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for the role of access in health inequalities.
They allow for expanding explanations beyond
direct and limited influences on health inequal-
ities. Nonetheless, this study is restricted to
testing such narrow influences of socioeco-
nomic status and access to healthcare on ine-
qualities in health. While the relationships are
clear, more insight would be useful into the
particular context of the Romanian society that
conducted to the current situation. Qualitative
studies as well as quantitative research on
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Abstract: This article investigates the strategies to improve the quality of life of households in pre-
carious prosperity in urban contexts of Romania and Switzerland — two countries who are charac-
terised by strong structural and political differences and dissimilar living conditions. The paper ad-
vances qualitative research on the topic, which is still scarce. Quality of life is approached according
to the definition of Zapf and the empirical analysis is based on the concept of social bonds of Pau-
gam. The authors undertook a longitudinal analysis on several interview waves in order to shed light
on the role of the welfare state, the labour market, the family and the community for the households’
quality of life. The Swiss households perceive a greater scope of agency than the Romanian house-
holds, which depend mainly on the labour market and their family. Strategies of adaptation come to
the fore in both countries, when an active modification of the living conditions is not perceived as
possible. This new element goes beyond the Paugam’s concept of social bonds and allows for un-
derstanding where new social policy is needed: in the adapted cases, the welfare state and commu-
nities could actually play an active role to improve the households’ quality of life.

Keywords: Precariousness; quality of life; Romania; Switzerland, household strategies, adaptation.
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Introduction

Les recherches empiriques récentes dans
le champ des inégalités sociales mettent en
évidence une réalité socioéconomique encore
peu étudiée: les ménages qui luttent pour
maintenir ou améliorer leur position socioé-
conomique précaire (Budowski et al., 2010).
Cet article porte sur les stratégies de ménages
en situation de prospérité précaire pour ameé-
liorer leur qualité de vie dans des contextes

urbains de deux pays: la Roumanie et la
Suisse. Notre choix de pays permet d’illustrer
des stratégies de ménages a partir de con-
textes européens tres différents en matiere de
niveau de vie. Ces deux pays peuvent étre
considérés comme représentatifs des deux ré-
gions de I’Europe — Est et Ouest — sous
I’angle de I’organisation politique de leur so-
ciété (ex-communiste vs démocratique/fédé-
raliste). Leurs régimes de protection sociale
sont également différents (voir comparaison
ci-dessous).
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L’enjeu principal de cette étude est d’inves-
tiguer des stratégies de ménages situés dans
une catégorie socioéconomique semblable, en-
racinés dans deux contextes nationaux structu-
rellement et culturellement différents. De ce
point de vue, ce plan de recherche se situe dans
une perspective de « most different design »
(Hantrais, 2009, 61). La priorit¢ de I’article
n’est cependant pas une comparaison systéma-
tique des contextes macro des deux pays.
L’analyse porte sur les ménages et leurs straté-
gies et pratiques qui revétent des significations
spécifiques selon les contextes différents.

Le concept de prospérité précaire fait réfé-
rence a une position spécifique dans la stratifi-
cation sociale, a savoir celle qui réunit les in-
dividus et les ménages dont les revenus et les
conditions de vie leur permettent de se situer
juste en dessus du seuil de pauvreté, sans tou-
tefois jouir d’une prospérité stable (Budowski
et al., 2010). Le terme a été développé par
Hiubinger (1996) et opérationnalisé par
Budowski et al. (2010). La prospérité précaire
a été définie a I’aide d’une mesure du revenu
et d’une échelle de privations!, adaptée a la
distribution de [I’inégalit¢ des deux pays
(Budowski et al., 2010; Precupetu et al., 2015).
Plus précisément, nous avons considéré
comme précaires les ménages suisses qui cor-
respondaient & un des critéres suivants: revenu
entre 60% et 80% du revenu médian équivalent
ou revenu supérieur a 80% du revenu médian
et 2 privations ou plus (parmi une liste de 9
biens ou activités) ou revenu inférieur a 60%
du revenu médian et maximum 1 privation. En
Roumanie, les ménages précaires devaient cor-
respondre a un des critéres suivants: revenu
entre 60% et 100% du revenu médian équiva-
lent, revenu supérieur a 100% du revenu mé-
dian et 4 privations ou plus.

Nous considérons ainsi que la position re-
lative des ménages en situation de prospérité
précaire est comparable dans les deux pays.

Le théme de prospérité précaire est en lien
avec les discussions sur la précarité et la vul-
nérabilité (Bankoff, 2001; Whelan et Maitre,
2008; Castel et Dorre, 2009) dans un contexte
d’inégalités croissantes et de peur quant a la

mobilité descendante. Si les recherches quan-
titatives sur les ménages a proximité du seuil
de pauvreté en Suisse et sur la prospérité pré-
caire en général sont relativement nombreuses
et ont une longue tradition (Farago et al., 2005;
Budowski et Tillmann, 2004; Mayer, 1975;
Andress, 1999; Schulte, 1999; Vogel, 2009), il
n’en est pas de méme pour les recherches qua-
litatives.

Les études qualitatives commencent en Eu-
rope et en Amérique latine. Ils approfondissent
le lien entre prospérité précaire, le « care » et
la perception de la crise financiére en Suisse et
en Amérique latine (Amacker, 2012; Amacker
et al., 2013; Budowski et Schief, 2014;
Budowski et al., 2015; Vera Rojas et al., 2016;
Vlase et Sieber, 2016; Klenner et al., 2011).
Pour la Suisse, les résultats montrent 1’impor-
tance du marché du travail comme structure
d’opportunité et celle de 1’Etat social comme
« préteur de dernier recours » (Amacker et al.,
2013). En Roumanie, I’intérét des chercheurs
pour la prospérité précaire est encore plus ré-
cent (Precupetu et al., 2015; Preoteasa, 2015;
Vlase, 2015) et une comparaison internatio-
nale des ménages partageant des situations de
vie, des privations et des risques similaires fait
encore défaut.

La présente étude tente d’affiner les con-
naissances sur la prospérité précaire et ap-
proche la thématique dans une nouvelle pers-
pective centrée sur la qualité de vie. La qualité
de vie est un concept polysémique utilisé de
multiples maniéres dans la recherche scienti-
fique. Il est souvent utilisé comme synonyme
du bien-étre. Nous différencions toutefois la
qualité de vie du bien-étre subjectif: ce dernier
est ici considéré comme une évaluation cogni-
tive qui résulte de la perception et de !’inter-
prétation des conditions de vie (satisfaction) et
qui contient des aspects émotionnels (happi-
ness) (Diener, 1994). Le concept de qualité de
vie, quant a lui, comprend des aspects objectifs
relevant des conditions de vie et des aspects
subjectifs qui concernent le bien-étre indivi-
duel; il contient des dimensions macro (Etat,
marché du travail, communauté) et micro (fa-
mille, individu), ainsi que des domaines de vie
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différents (Zapf, 1984b; Noll, 2002, 3). Ces
domaines de vie sont liés et s’influencent mu-
tuellement (spill-over effects, voir Bassi et al.,
2013; Drobni¢ et al., 2010). Nous utilisons le
terme qualité de vie dans une perspective de
« human development » (Sen, 2008).

Le but de cet article est de mieux com-
prendre les stratégies que mettent effective-
ment en place les ménages en prospérité pré-
caire pour améliorer leur qualité¢ de vie. Le
choix de focaliser 1’analyse sur les ménages
qui réussissent a aller mieux nous aide aussi a
comprendre les besoins de ceux qui ont une
qualité de vie moindre. Pour ce faire, nous dis-
posons de plusieurs vagues d’entretiens quali-
tatifs avec des ménages en situation de prospé-
rité précaire des deux pays concernés. Une
approche qualitative est adéquate pour com-
prendre les processus contribuant a une amé-
lioration de la qualité¢ de vie dans le temps,
méme si cette derniére a généralement été me-
surée avec des méthodes quantitatives (Noll,
2002; White et al., 2012, 773; Camfield et al.,
2009, 7). Les données ont été récoltées dans le
cadre de deux projets internationaux succes-
sifs, employant une méthodologie commune et
portant sur la prospérité précaire et les straté-
gies des ménages?. Ce dispositif doit nous per-
mettre de répondre a la question de recherche
suivante: Quelles stratégies les ménages en si-
tuation de prospérité précaire appliquent-ils
pour améliorer effectivement leur qualité de
vie en Suisse et en Roumanie?

Avant de répondre a cette question, nous
devons prendre en compte les contextes des
deux pays, car ils influencent la qualité de vie
des ménages en prospérité précaire. Comme le
but de cet article n’est pas une comparaison
systématique de la politique ou des systémes
de protection des deux pays, le contexte n’est
ici que brievement décrit. La Roumanie con-
nait une croissance des inégalités sociales de-
puis la chute du communisme en 1990
(Stanculescu, 2007). La population roumaine
se caractérise par une méfiance généralisée au
sein de la société, notamment envers les insti-
tutions publiques, héritage du régime commu-
niste (Precupetu et Precupetu, 2013, 12; Voicu,

2010). Le régime de protection sociale pourrait
étre décrit comme une reforme inachevée de
I’Etat-providence communiste caractérisé par
une large couverture des risques sociaux, aux-
quels se rajoutent les nouveaux risques liés a
I’abandon de 1’économie planifiée, mais avec
toutefois un trés modeste niveau de prestations
et une faible qualité des services sociaux qui
restent encore sous-développés par rapport aux
besoins de la population (Fenger, 2007). Aprés
I’effondrement du communisme en 1989, le
chomage a augmenté et les prestations des en-
treprises ont diminué. Par conséquent, le sys-
téme d’assurances sociales s’est trouvé sur-
chargé (Esping-Andersen, 1996, 9). Avec
I’intégration du pays dans 1’Union Euro-
péenne, le développement économique a été
accélére et ’amélioration du systéme de pro-
tection sociale renforcée. En méme temps,
I’émigration a augmenté et les contributions a
I’Etat-providence ont ainsi encore diminué
(Tache et Dumitrache, 2012, 82). En paralléle
a ces développements, le taux de pauvreté a
considérablement augmenté dans les pre-
micres années apres la chute du communisme
(Stanculescu, 2007), tout comme au début des
années 2000. Puis, il a commencé a décliner en
raison de la croissance économique du pays
(Banque Mondiale, 2003). Pourtant, suite a la
crise économique récente la Roumanie connait
un pourcentage ¢élevé de personnes exposées
au risque de pauvreté (40.3% en 2011 contre
17.2% en Suisse selon Eurostat, 2013).
Contrastant avec le cas roumain sous diffé-
rents aspects, la Suisse fait partie des pays les
plus riches d’Europe (Eurostat, 2013) et elle
n’a été que peu affectée par la crise écono-
mique récente (International Labour Office
ILO, 2010, 184—187). De maniére générale, la
Suisse est considérée comme un des pays avec
la meilleure qualité de vie du monde, ce qui
peut étre attribué¢ a la stabilit¢ économique
avec un taux de chomage faible et un revenu
par habitant ¢levé (Biihlmann et al., 2012; Su-
ter et al., 2015). La Suisse a été créée sur une
base fédéraliste et encore aujourd’hui la démo-
cratie directe et le pouvoir des cantons sont im-
portants. Son régime de protection sociale est



64 Rebekka Sieber, lonela Vlase, Amélioration de la qualité de vie a partir de la prospérité...

considéré comme hybride. Le pays suit un che-
min libéral concernant le marché de travail
(Esping-Andersen, 1990; Nollert, 2006). Dans
le méme temps, le régime de protection sociale
a des ¢léments conservateurs reposant sur la
famille et le support de 1’Etat-providence en
cas de besoin (Nollert, 2006).

Le contexte des deux pays laisse supposer
que les stratégies des ménages pour améliorer
leur qualité de vie différent entre la Roumanie
et la Suisse. En Roumanie, la méfiance géné-
ralisée au sein de la société, notamment envers
I’Etat, a laquelle s’ajoute un systéme d’assu-
rance surcharggé, pourraient mener les ménages
en prospérité précaire a s’orienter plutot vers
un soutien a I’intérieur du ménage ou vers la
migration économique internationale a défaut
d’offres de travail dans les villes qui ont connu
une faillite massive des entreprises €tatiques.
En Suisse, le taux de chomage faible et la per-
ception de I’Etat-providence comme préteur de
dernier recours pourraient amener les ménages
en prospérité précaire a orienter leurs stratégies
vers le marché du travail et I’Etat-providence.

Cadre théorique

La définition de Wolfgang Zapf et 1’ou-
vrage sur le lien social de Serge Paugam peu-
vent éclairer la construction de notre cadre
analytique. Selon Zapf (1984a), la qualité de
vie résulte de I’interaction entre les conditions
de vie et le bien-&tre subjectif. Selon la littéra-
ture on peut supposer que les conditions de vie
des ménages situés en prospérité précaire sont
faibles, en raison de leur revenu limité et des
privations subies. Cependant, notre approche
qualitative nous permet d’enrichir cette obser-
vation en prenant en compte 1’avis détaillé¢ et
informé des personnes interviewées sur ce
qu’elles percoivent comme conditions de vie
satisfaisantes pour leur ménage, compte tenu
des besoins, aspirations, histoire de vie fami-
liale et personnelle. En effet, certaines per-
sonnes interviewées dans notre étude évaluent
leur qualité de vie comme satisfaisante, voire

bonne, d’ou I’intérét de cette analyse. De plus,
malgré la situation matérielle semblable des
ménages en situation de prospérité précaire,
leurs ressources non matérielles, faisant partie
des conditions de vie, peuvent varier. C’est
pour cette raison que nous intégrons a notre ré-
flexion I’approche de Serge Paugam (2008).
Ce dernier catégorise les ressources que 1’on
peut mobiliser en quatre types de liens sociaux.
Selon lui, chaque lien apporte une forme de
protection (supports face aux aléas de la vie) et
de reconnaissance (valorisation par le regard
des autres) qui sont nécessaires a 1’existence
humaine (Paugam, 2008, 63). L’intensité de
ces liens dépend d’un c6té de la socialisation
de chaque individu, et de I’autre, de I’impor-
tance relative que les sociétés leur attribuent
(Paugam, 2008, 77). Il définit les quatre liens
sociaux comme suit:

* Le lien de citoyenneté se tisse entre les
membres d’une méme communauté poli-
tique.

* Le lien de participation organique nait de
I’intégration dans la vie professionnelle.

* Le lien de participation élective résume les
relations entre conjoints, amis et proches.

* Le lien de filiation se noue entre parents et
enfants (Paugam, 2008, 64).

Les stratégies du ménage peuvent donc vi-
ser un ou plusieures sortes de liens sociaux.
Nous définissons les maniéres d’agir, de
maintenir ou d’améliorer la situation objec-
tive et le bien-étre subjectif comme stratégies
du ménage (Crow, 1989; Wallace, 2002). Ces
stratégies comportent 1’organisation des acti-
vités du ménage pour prévenir ou réagir a des
événements et peuvent progressivement se
transformer en routines inconscientes. Elles
peuvent prendre la forme d’actions ou de rai-
sonnements. Les membres du ménage les
mettent en place en ayant en téte la situation
de leur ménage ainsi que leurs ressources. En
analysant les stratégies, nous identifions
I’agency que le ménage met en place pour in-
fluencer sa qualité de vie.
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Données et méthode

Nous disposons d’entretiens semi-directifs
avec 70 ménages réalisés dans des contextes
urbains dans les deux pays: 20 ménages a Cluj
(Roumanie —t1: 2013, t2: 2014) et 50 ménages
a Berne, Lausanne et Ziirich (Suisse —t1: 2008,
t2: 2009, t3: 2013). La définition de la prospé-
rité précaire, la stratégie d’échantillonnage, la
construction des instruments d’enquéte et la
méthode d’entretien ont été élaborées en
étroite collaboration entre les chercheurs et
chercheuses des deux pays. La séléction des
ménages qui ont participé dans cette enquéte
repose sur l’utilisation du sondage télépho-
nique (Suisse) et sur la technique « random
route » (Roumanie). Nous avons dés lors mené
des entretiens avec une personne adulte qui
connait bien la situation du ménage? et pouvant
étre considérée comme membre pleinement in-
tégré dans son ménage et dans un contexte
structurel élargi. A I’instar de Wallace (2002),
nous considérons le ménage comme une unité
d’analyse dynamique qui a I’avantage de lier le
niveau micro et macro dans 1’analyse et donc
adéquat pour nos taches analytiques.

Les ménages de cette analyse ont donc des
conditions de vie matérielles similaires en rap-
port avec le contexte national de référence et
partagent des difficultés et des risques compa-
rables a travers ces contextes en début de re-
cherche. Autre similitude, les ménages choisis
pour la présente étude témoignent explicite-
ment d’une amélioration de la qualité de vie
dans les entretiens de la dernic¢re vague de ré-
colte de données. Cette évaluation positive de
la qualité de vie peut pourtant se baser sur des
¢éléments variés entre les cas. Notre analyse
porte sur ces différences entre les ménages, qui
se situent a la fois dans I’évolution de leurs
conditions matérielles (par exemple, ’aug-
mentation du revenu), dans la configuration de
leurs liens sociaux, comme dans les stratégies
que les ménages mettent en place pour amélio-
rer leur qualité de vie.

Plus précisément, nous avons tout d’abord
sélectionné dans notre corpus de données les
ménages qui estiment avoir une bonne qualité

de vie lors du dernier entretien (t2/2014 en
Roumanie, t3/2013 en Suisse), soit cinq cas
parmi les 20 en Roumanie et 17 cas parmi les 50
en Suisse. Cette bonne qualité de vie ne s’ac-
compagne pas forcément d’une amélioration
considérable de la situation économique. Nous
intégrons des ménages qui sont toujours en si-
tuation de prospérité précaire en 2013/2014, et
d’autres qui ont vécu une amélioration signifi-
cative (davantage de revenu et/ou moins de pri-
vations) entre le premier et le dernier entretien.
Pour évaluer la qualité de vie du ménage, 1’ac-
cent a été mis sur ce que les personnes intervie-
wées estimaient important pour leur ménage,
une démarche déja employée par différents au-
teurs (Camfield, 2006; Williams et al., 2014).

Deuxiémement, nous avons effectué une
analyse transversale de ces 22 ménages pour
identifier les éléments qui contribuent a leur
bonne qualité de vie (un résumé peut étre de-
mandé aux auteurs). En mettant ensemble ces
¢éléments, le travail de Serge Paugam sur le lien
social nous a semblé utile pour structurer ce
qui fait que la vie est pergue comme bonne par
les ménages. Cette étape a ¢té complétée par
une analyse approfondie des situations et des
stratégies de sept ménages choisis pour leur di-
versité et de leur richesse d’informations.
L’analyse de ces ménages a été réalisée a I’aide
de tableaux thématiques (« thematic charts »;
Ritchie et Lewis, 2003) selon les thémes sui-
vants: évaluation des conditions de vie et des
ressources du ménage, perception des difficul-
tés et opportunités, stratégies pour améliorer la
qualité de vie, évaluation de la qualité de vie
du ménage.

Résultats

La présentation des résultats sur les straté-
gies se fera en suivant le concept des liens so-
ciaux selon Paugam (2008) et en le complétant.

Le réle de I’Etat

Comme défini par Paugam (2008), le lien
de citoyennet€ se tisse entre les membres d’une
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méme communauté politique. Concrétement,
il peut se réaliser au travers des droits octroyés
et du soutien que les ménages recoivent de
I’Etat, y compris de I’Etat-providence, ou dans
leurs activités politiques.

Les ménages de notre étude font rarement
référence au soutien de I’Etat comme source
d’amélioration de leur qualité de vie. En Rou-
manie, en particulier, 1’Etat-providence est
plutodt critiqué pour le faible soutien qu’il ap-
porte aux enfants et aux personnes malades ou
agées (notamment RO06%). 11 parait que le ré-
gime social actuel ne peut pas répondre de ma-
niere adéquate aux nouveaux besoins suite a la
transformation du pays. En Suisse, par contre,
I’Etat-providence peut étre un €lément sécuri-
sant qui apporte réellement un appui financier
au cas ou le marché de travail, la famille et la
communauté ne peuvent résoudre adéquate-
ment les problémes des ménages — élément ty-
pique d’un régime social conservateur (CH12,
CH42, CH70): « On est en Suisse! Au pire des
cas, ben, je ferai comme les autres, hein, je vais
au service social pour demander de I’aide »
(CH12, 2009, t1).

Résumant le role de I’Etat pour les mé-
nages suisses, on observe que 1’Etat-provi-
dence leur apporte un sentiment de protection.
La reconnaissance, autre élément que les liens
sociaux peuvent apporter aux gens, n’est pas
abordée a travers le lien de citoyenneté, méme
si on aurait pu supposer que l’intégration de
chacun dans les processus politiques en Suisse
procure un sentiment de reconnaissance aux ci-
toyens (Frey et Stutzer, 2000).

Le role du travail

L’integration dans la vie professionnelle
créé le lien de participation organique selon
Paugam (2008). Il concerne donc le travail
avec ses aspects financiers (protection) ainsi
que ses aspects structurants et valorisants (re-
connaissance). Des stratégies visant le lien de
participation organique peuvent consister en
une amélioration des conditions de travail, un
changement du poste de travail ou une forma-
tion professionnelle.

En Roumanie, le travail est 1’élément qui
améliore la situation financicre surtout pour les
ménages avec plusieurs membres en age actif,
mais dans certains cas méme des personnes a la
retraite essaient de compléter leurs modestes
pensions en travaillant informellement, comme
le montre le ménage RO09. Ce ménage multi-
générationnel est composé d’un grand-pére,
d’un pére (avec lequel nous avons mené 1’en-
tretien) qui a divorcé entre le premier et le deu-
xiéme entretien et de sa nouvelle conjointe qui
est médecin de formation. Le fils, issu du pre-
mier mariage, habite avec sa mére mais leur
rend visite régulierement. L’interviewé té-
moigne de I’amélioration de leur situation ma-
térielle, car tous les adultes ont des revenus en
2014: pension de retraite et revenu informel du
grand-pére, revenu de la conjointe et ses
propres revenus, qui ont quelque peu augmenté
grace a la formation de masseur qu’il a récem-
ment achevée. Le ménage a encore des dettes a
la banque suite aux emprunts pour des travaux
de rénovation dans la maison du grand-pere
dans laquelle ils habitent. L’interviewé ’a ré-
novée lui-méme et envisage de construire une
mansarde sous le toit pour pouvoir transformer
le rez-de-chaussée, ou il regoit déja sa clientéle,
en salon de massage. Il a été trés actif les deux
derniéres années dans 1’acquisition de nou-
velles compétences: il a participé a des stages
et conférences et se sent tres fier, optimiste et
valorisé pour ses nouvelles compétences.

« Professionnellement, pour ainsi dire, ¢a
va de mieux en mieux, et li¢ a ¢a, la question
financiére s ’améliore aussi. J'ai réussi a ame-
nager mon cabinet de thérapie, a aménager ma
chambre décemment, j’ai réussi a changer la
voiture, il y a eu donc de trés grands change-
ments durant une année, je dirais, méme pour
une famille aisée » (RO9, 2014, t2).

En Suisse, pratiquement tous les ménages
ont fait usage d’opportunités sur le marché du
travail pour améliorer leur qualité de vie. En
2013, ils ont eu plus de revenu et/ou un travail
plus stable/intéressant/valorisant et/ou moins
d’heures supplémentaires a faire. L’exemple
du ménage CH70 montre les changements au
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niveau de la situation du travail et la reconnais-
sance sociale provenant du travail. En 2008,
Iinterviewée a travaillé comme caissicre a 20
ou 30% (malgré sa formation tertiaire) et
comme conseillére fiscale indépendante. Lors
de ce premier entretien, elle parle surtout des
difficultés liées a I’insécurité de sa situation
professionnelle et des difficultés financiéres de
la famille. Elle sait qu’en cas de besoin, des
aides de I’Etat existent, mais elle n’envisage
pas d’y avoir recours. Ses projets sont orientés
vers I’investissement dans sa carriére profes-
sionnelle (formations, réseautage), ce qu’elle a
fait dans les années suivantes. En 2009, elle
trouve un travail de secrétaire a 80% et en
2013, elle travaille dans le domaine des res-
sources humaines. Malgré un accident vascu-
laire cérébral début 2013, causé vraisembla-
blement par le stress et la surcharge de travail,
I’interviewée souligne que son nouveau poste
de travail lui procure beaucoup de reconnais-
sance (contacts avec les collégues, valorisation
au travail), et qu’en lien avec ce changement,
le budget du ménage s’est équilibré. Les trois
autres membres du ménage ont travaillé dans
la vente (le mari a fait une formation de chauf-
feur de bus et travaille comme tel en 2013).
Contrairement au lien de citoyenneté qui a
une fonction de protection uniquement pour les
ménages suisses interviewés, le lien de partici-
pation organique apporte protection et recon-
naissance aux ménages des deux pays qui ré-
ussissent a améliorer leur situation de travail.

Le role des liens entre conjoints, amis et
proches

Selon Paugam (2008), le lien de participa-
tion élective résulte des relations entre con-
joints, amis et proches choisis. A I’intérieur du
ménage, c’est donc la relation dans un couple,
mais pas entre parents et enfants ou grands-pa-
rents, qui est concernée. A I’extérieur du mé-
nage, le lien de participation élective com-
prend le réseau social d’amis, associations et
communautés ou services de soutien non-éta-
tiques. Malgré les différences que 1’on aurait

pu supposer entre les deux pays, en raison de
la méfiance généralisée au sein de la société
roumaine, 1’intégration dans des réseaux so-
ciaux (proches et amis) ne parait pas étre plus
déterminante pour I’amélioration de la qualité
de vie des ménages suisses que des ménages
roumains. Au contraire, le lien de participation
¢lective prend une forme assez similaire dans
les deux pays. Seulement le lien entre conjoints
apparait important pour la qualité de vie, en ef-
fet. En Roumanie, les ressources financiéres
sont souvent redistribuées a I’intérieur du mé-
nage, de fagon a accroitre les chances d’amé-
lioration de la qualité de vie (RO2). En Suisse,
une utilisation consciente des ressources non
matérielles entre conjoints et la poursuite de
projets de vie améliorent la sécurité financiére
et la valorisation de ses membres (CH70). De
plus, dans trois exemples, une séparation du
couple ou un emménagement avec un nouveau
partenaire augmente la qualité de vie du mé-
nage du point de vue de la personne intervie-
wée (RO06, RO09, CH70). Cependant, nous
n’avons pas d’information sur la qualité de vie
du partenaire qui est parti du ménage.

Un exemple est la famille RO06 — le couple
était en voie de séparation au moment du 2™
entretien. La différence d’age et des objectifs
différents semblaient étre a 1’origine de cette
décision. Lors du premier entretien (avec la
femme), 1’attachement des époux a leur fille
semble inégal, ce qui pése sur la qualité de la
relation conjugale.

« Non, je n’ai pas de temps libre, je m’oc-
cupe d’un petit enfant. Je n’ai pas de temps
libre et je ne veux pas en avoir. Maintenant
c’est elle [la fille].... c’est d’elle dont je veux
m’occuper, pour le moment elle a besoin de
moi et j’ai besoin d’elle [...] 1l [le mari] s’oc-
cupe d’elle .... ((elle rit)) mais il se donne du
temps pour autre chose aussi. Par exemple, il
court, il fait du marathon, il fait aussi la cui-
sine [...] Il a du temps, il s’en donne » (RO06,
2013, t1).

A ce moment-la, I’interviewée mentionne
encore qu’elle aurait besoin de soutien psycho-
logique et de conseil pour faire face a tous les
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changements de sa vie mais qu’elle n’a pas en-
core pu joindre un service spécialisé dans ce
domaine.

En 2014, la décision de séparation et une
prise de conscience de ses propres besoins sont
un soulagement pour cette femme, en tout cas
momentanément. « Je suis finalement arrivée
a un compromis avec moi-méme. Maintenant
j’ai....j ai pris une décision: ok, je veux passer
du temps avec ma fille, mais je ne dois pas non
plus m’abandonner parce que cela ne fait pas
de moi un modeéle pour ma fille, et tant que je
ne suis pas heureuse et je stresse — ¢ 'est-a-dire
que je suis heureuse avec elle aussi, mais j ai
également d’autres besoins. Hmm, maintenant
Jje sors plus souvent, a peu pres une fois toutes
les deux semaines » (RO06, 2014, t2).

Le lien entre conjoints est cité comme élé-
ment positif pour la qualité de vie seulement
dans un cas (CH42). 1l apparait que parmi les
ménages analysés ce lien électif est percu
comme déterminant pour la qualité de vie sur-
tout quand une mauvaise expérience (pro-
blémes de couple, séparation) y est liée.

Le role du lien parents-enfants

Le lien de filiation se noue entre parents et
enfants (Paugam, 2008). Il concerne donc les
liens entre parents, grands-parents et enfants a
I’intérieur et a I’extérieur du ménage. Il y a, pour
ce lien-1a, des différences entre les deux pays:
en Roumanie, la famille est le principal réseau
sur lequel repose 1’augmentation de la qualité de
vie des ménages en matiére de reconnaissance.
On observe un repli sur la famille dans un con-
texte de bouleversements sociaux. Dans les cas
analysés en profondeur, c’est le ménage RO02
qui montre au mieux cet aspect de la qualité de
vie: a coté des échanges fréquents tant matériels
qu’affectifs entre les générations, les conjoints
lient I’amélioration de leur qualité de vie princi-
palement a la transition vers le role de grands-
parents entre les deux entretiens. Ce couple agé
est trés actif et engagé dans le soutien de ses
filles, desquelles il est trés fier. « C’est une joie
d’avoir des petits-enfants ... pour nous, pour nos

enfants, pour la famille en général » (RO2,
2014, t2).

Pour cette famille, mener une bonne vie
semble découler en grande partie de la recon-
naissance sociale attachée au fait d’accéder au
role socialement valorisé de grands-parents en
Roumanie. S’y investir est la stratégie pour
améliorer la qualité de vie dans un contexte ou
la marge de manceuvre pour améliorer la situa-
tion financiére est marginale.

En Suisse, le soutien financier des parents
envers leurs enfants (aussi adultes) est courant
quasi exclusivement pendant qu’ils sont encore
en formation. La cohésion dans la famille est
mentionnée comme importante uniquement
dans les familles ou les enfants suivent leur sco-
larit¢ ou une formation professionnelle avec
succes. Les personnes qui vivent seules n’ont
que peu de soutien de la part de leurs parents ou
enfants: « Je ne sais pas si c’est de [’orgueil de
dire, euh, je vais me débrouiller par moi-méme,
et puis aussi je me suis mise a l’école directe-
ment parce que je sais que mes enfants ne me
viendront pas en aide » (CH12, 2013, t3).

Augmentation du bien-étre subjectif par
Padaptation

Les quatre types de liens sociaux des Pau-
gam nous aident a systématiser une grande
partie des stratégies d’amélioration de la qua-
lité de vie. Cependant, 1’analyse inductive des
données nous montre des stratégies qui ne vi-
sent pas & changer activement une situation
ou un lien social, mais qui aident a «faire
avecy la situation telle qu’elle est. Nous les
appelons des stratégies d’adaptation et les
exemples suivants montrent qu’ils peuvent
passer par une relativisation des difficultés
propres en se comparant a d’autres généra-
tions ou contextes/pays (RO02, CH20), le fait
d’ajuster ses objectifs aux possibilités per-
cues (RO02, RO09, CH42) ou une réinterpré-
tation positive d’évenements vécus (CH12).

Une comparaison avec d’autres ménages
ayant plus de difficultés (relativisation des dif-
ficultés propres) et I’ajustement des objectifs
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aux possibilités pergues sont bien observées
dans le cas RO02. Cette famille est composée
de deux époux. L’homme est a la retraite anti-
cipée en raison de problémes de cceur et la
femme travaille dans I’industrie des chaus-
sures en attendant sa retraite. Le couple a une
bonne dynamique relationnelle, sait bien gérer
son budget méme si celui-ci est jugé insuffi-
sant. Son style de vie (éviter les vices coliteux
comme la consommation de tabac et d’alcool)
semble avoir contribué a I’équilibre du budget
et a limiter la détérioration de la santé des con-
joints. Leurs deux filles sont mariées et vivent
dans des ménages indépendants dans la méme
ville. Elles sont devenues meéres récemment
(voir 4.4). Le couple a un revenu stable et un
nombre de privations similaires entre 2013 et
2014.

Pour la personne interviewée, il n’y a pas
de sources de soutien possibles: « Si tu vas
n’importe ou et tu demandes qu’on t’explique
quelque chose, ces personnes n’ont pas de
ceeur et te mettent sur de mauvaises pistes, car
tu ne peux pas savoir. Je ne sais pas comment
le dire, mais il n’y a pas de personnes de con-
fiance qui puissent t 'aider » (RO2, 2014, t2).

Au niveau financier, le couple s’adapte a sa
situation. Il a des objectifs clairs et ajustés a ses
possibilités. Il ne se permet pas d’aspirer a des
choses au-dessus de ses moyens afin d’éviter
la déception ou I’endettement. Bien qu’il soit
conscient des limites de ses conditions maté-
rielles modestes, il en relativise la portée en se
référant a d’autres contextes socio-historiques,
grace a son expérience de vie sous différents
régimes politiques. « Nous ne pourrions rien
faire... Qu’est-ce qu’on peut faire? Le mieux,
c’est de ne pas se soucier... de penser juste au
bien. Tu te dis “comme je suis bien” et alors...
écoutez, nos parents, nos grands-parents, s’ils
étaient toujours vivants et s’ils vivaient comme
nous vivons actuellement, ils seraient tres con-
tents » (RO2, 2014, t2).

Une sorte d’adaptation légérement diffé-
rente est observé dans le cas RO09. Il ne s’agit
pas d’un ajustement des objectifs vers le bas,
mais plutdt d’une capacité d’agir selon les
contraintes du contexte. Celle-ci va avec une

confiance de I’interviewé en ses propres
forces. Les changements professionnels et fa-
miliaux positifs (voir 4.2, 4.3) pourraient ex-
pliquer tous deux la confiance de I’interviewé.
L’homme semble conscient des opportunités
et des défis et fait preuve de suffisamment de
détermination pour atteindre ses objectifs,
dont il parle explicitement. Le contexte struc-
turel (le pays a connu des ¢lections présiden-
tielles juste au moment du deuxiéme entretien)
est aussi pris en considération, méme si 1’in-
terviewé pergoit sa capacité a saisir des oppor-
tunités comme inaliénable: « Tant qu’on ne
sait pas comment la politique va tourner, il
reste un grand point dinterrogation. [...] Cela
me convient ou pas, mais cela ne peut pas
m’inquiéter.... Je considere que chacun doit
étre capable de s’adapter a la situation telle
qu’elle est » (RO9, 2014, t2).

Un dernier exemple d’adaptation est le mé-
nage Suisse CH12. Cette femme vit seule et a
peu de contacts. En 2008, elle travaille dans les
soins a domicile. Ce travail pése beaucoup sur
I’interviewée, tant physiquement que psychi-
quement. Elle se considére comme « working-
poor ». En 2009, elle a pris sa retraite anticipée
mais garde quelques clientes en tant que ré-
flexologue et naturopathe. La retraite n’était
pas un choix enti¢rement libre, mais elle en tire
du positif en 2009 déja: « [J ai été] poussée un
petit peu vers la sortie, j’ai décidé que j’arre-
tais, parce que de tout facon, que je prenne la
retraite anticipée, je gagnerais le méme salaire
qu’en travaillant » (CH12, 2009, t2).

En 2013, elle réinterpréte son passage a la
retraite anticipée d’une maniére trés positive:
une sécurité financiére, une hausse de revenu
et moins de stress. A ce moment-1a, pour cette
femme, sa qualité de vie est bonne, car « mal-
gré tous les petits soucis quotidiens ou les ex-
tras qui nous tombent dessus, que quand méme
le soir tu te couches, t’es bien, tu te dis “ok j ai

fait au mieux”! » (CH12, 2013, t3).

La présence de ses deux chiens semble com-
penser le manque de contacts qu’elle a par ail-
leurs. Lorsqu’on lui demande comment elle va,
elle dit: « 4 [’heure actuelle, je dirais que c ’est
pur bonheur [...] je garde ce qui m’intéresse,
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c’estvrai quej ai un détachement que je n’avais
pas avant, sollicitée par la société, collégues,
tout ¢a, alors que maintenant je méne ma petite
vie, mais alors vraiment — je dis: c’est une sorte
de — comment dire ¢a — de quotidien mais heu-
reux » (CH12, 2013, t3).

Des processus d’adaptation et de relativisa-
tion sont présents dans plusieurs ménages, sur-
tout suisses, soit en paralléle a d’autres straté-
gies, soit comme stratégie principale qui
améliore le bien-étre du ménage et donc 1’éva-
luation de sa qualité de vie. De plus nous ob-
servons, que les personnes qui jugent positi-
vement la qualité de vie de leur ménage malgré
la situation de prospérité précaire, sont souvent
des personnes qui se disent optimistes. « Je
Suis reconnaissante pour cet optimisme que
j'ai. Méme si j’ai des fois des moments diffi-
ciles, ¢ca ne dure jamais longtemps, je m’en
sors toujours — parce que j 'ai assez d’exemples
de ma vie ou j’ai pu dire “oui, ¢a allait de nou-
veau mieux” » (CH70, 2009, t2).

Comparaison des stratégies en
Roumanie et en Suisse

Nous avons supposé que les stratégies des
ménages pour améliorer la qualité de vie diffe-
rent entre la Roumanie et la Suisse dues aux
contextes structurels et culturels fort dissem-
blables. En Roumanie, une méfiance générali-
sée au sein de la société et envers I’Etat com-
binée a un systéme d’assurances surchargé
pourrait mener a une orientation des ménages
en prospérité précaire plutdt vers un soutien a
I’intérieur du ménage ou vers la mobilité pro-
fessionnelle, méme réalisée a travers la migra-
tion internationale lorsque les opportunités
sont trés rares au pays. Nos observations mon-
trent effectivement une concentration des stra-
tégies des ménages roumains sur leur ménage
et la famille (aussi au-dela du ménage) ainsi
que sur une flexibilité concernant 1’integration
professionnelle, méme si la migration interna-
tionale n’est pas présente dans nos cas.

En Suisse, le taux de chdmage faible et la
perception de I’Etat-providence comme pré-
teur de dernier recours pourraient amener les
ménages en prospérité précaire a orienter leurs
stratégies vers le marché du travail et 1’Etat-
providence. Ce dernier apparait effectivement
comme préteur de dernier recours dans le dis-
cours des interviewés, mais moins comme
cible des stratégies et des actions. Cependant,
les stratégies visant une amélioration de la si-
tuation de travail jouent un réle important dans
I’amélioration de la qualité de vie des ménages
suisses, comme ¢galement observé en Rouma-
nie. De plus, les liens dans le couple sont un
¢élément important pour la qualité de vie aussi
en Suisse. En résumé, les ménages suisses per-
coivent et utilisent plus de ressources diffé-
rentes pour améliorer activement leur qualité
de vie.

Selon la théorie de Paugam, le lien de ci-
toyenneté apporte un sentiment de protection
aux ménages suisses dont il est question, alors
que le lien de participation élective leur ap-
porte plutot de la reconnaissance. Enfin, le lien
de participation organique (I’intégration pro-
fessionnelle) peut, pour ces ménages, remplir
les deux fonctions. En Roumanie, les trois
types de liens identifiés comme importants
pour I’amélioration de la qualité de vie (élec-
tifs, filiation et participation organique) appor-
tent aux ménages dont il est question question,
la protection et la reconnaissance.

Cette distinction entre protection et recon-
naissance nous aide a comprendre les diffé-
rences entre les situations des ménages dans
les deux pays. Méme si les liens électifs sont
importants aussi en Suisse, ils ont un rdle plu-
tot émotionnel pour la qualité de vie des mé-
nages. L’aspect protecteur est repris par I’Etat
dans la perception des ménages suisses. Selon
la théorie de Paugam, les liens sociaux déve-
loppés parmi les ménages analysés vivant en
Roumanie font penser a des sociétés tradition-
nelles ou rurales, ou « les solidarités se déve-
loppent essentiellement a 1’échelon de la fa-
mille élargie » (Paugam, 2008, 3). Pour
I’interprétation de ces données, il faut cepen-
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dant garder en téte que nous abordons ici seu-
lement les stratégies qui, dans la perception des
ménages, les aident réellement & améliorer leur
qualité de vie. On peut, par exemple, imaginer
que I’émigration est une stratégie répandue en
Roumanie (Sandu, 2010; Alexandru, 2012),
qui, cependant, ne résulte pas dans une amélio-
ration de la qualité de vie du ménage concerné.

Conclusion

Le premier but de notre analyse était de
comprendre comment des ménages vivant
dans des conditions de vie précaires améliorent
leur qualité de vie dans des contextes urbains
en Roumanie et en Suisse. Deuxiémement,
cette analyse visait a avancer la conceptualisa-
tion de la qualité de vie pour la recherche qua-
litative. De 1’échantillon total des ménages qui
ont fait I’objet de notre recherche sur la pros-
périté précaire en Roumanie et en Suisse, nous
avons retenu pour 1’analyse ceux qui perce-
vaient une bonne qualité de vie lors du dernier
entretien (22 au total). Cette décision a été
prise afin de nous permettre de cerner les stra-
tégies et les moyens sur lesquels elles reposent
dans les ménages qui ont vécu une améliora-
tion de leur qualité de vie.

Au niveau conceptuel, nous avons pris en
compte la définition de la qualité¢ de vie de
Zapf (1984a) et I’approche des liens sociaux de
Paugam (2008). Cette approche théorique a
permis d’identifier et de structurer les res-
sources qui aident effectivement les ménages
en prospérité précaire a améliorer ou maintenir
leur qualité de vie tout en restant ouvertes a des
¢éléments nouveaux dans les données (notam-
ment 1’adaptation). De plus, I’investigation
d’une position socioéconomique similaire
dans deux pays structurellement et historique-
ment dissemblables et la collaboration entre
chercheuses provenant de ces deux pays a per-
mis d’aller au-dela des concepts précongus et
des préjugés permettant de remettre en cause
les acquis précédents et de déboucher sur de
nouveaux résultats.

L’analyse montre que les ménages sont
comparables en termes de situation de vie et des
difficultés qu’ils rencontrent. Au niveau des
stratégies qui améliorent effectivement la qua-
lit¢ de vie, la concentration des ménages sur
leurs propres ressources apparait dominante,
autrement dit I’investissement dans leur situa-
tion de travail, dans leur couple ou une adapta-
tion a la situation, quand d’autres possibilités
d’agir ne sont pas percues. Souvent, les mé-
nages ont mis en place plusieurs stratégies si-
multanément, dont 1’agencement est toutefois
particulier a chaque famille selon la position
dans le parcours de vie de ses membres, la santé
et les compétences personnelles de ceux-ci.

Des réseaux de soutien a I’extérieur du mé-
nage ou le soutien de I’Etat-providence ne sont
que marginalement évoqués. Ceci pourrait étre
di au fait que des ménages en prospérité pré-
caire ne sont que peu visés par les réseaux de
soutien (contrairement aux ménages en situa-
tion de pauvreté) ou alors que si I’Etat provi-
dence ou des communautés de soutien inter-
viennent, la qualit¢ de vie du ménage
n’augmente pas de maniére suffisante dans sa
perception. L’analyse des stratégies des mé-
nages qui réussissent a améliorer leur qualité
de vie nous donne aussi des informations pré-
cieuses concernant les ménages en prospérité
précaire avec une moins bonne qualité de vie.
Plus précisément, notre analyse montre indi-
rectement que si un ménage n’a pas les res-
sources pour améliorer sa qualité de vie a tra-
vers le travail ou sa famille/le ménage, 1’Etat
providence ou les communautés n’arrivent pas
a lui offrir le soutien nécessaire pour qu’il
puisse percevoir une bonne qualité de vie.
Nous voyons ici un potentiel d’amélioration de
la qualité de vie des ménages en prospérité pré-
caire dans les deux pays.

Les processus d’adaptation a la prospérité
précaire semblent augmenter la qualité de vie
dans la perception des ménages, quand leurs
possibilités d’agir sont limitées. Ils restent a
approfondir dans une prochaine recherche.
L’adaptation a été étudiée par des psycho-
logues (set point théorie, traits de personna-
lit¢), économistes et sociologues (souvent
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quantitatifs, p.ex. Easterlin, 1974; Crettaz et
Suter, 2013 — pour la Suisse). Le fait d’ajuster
ses attentes vers le bas dans des situations ou
contextes difficiles semble étre une stratégie
utile pour préserver son bien-étre subjectif. En
méme temps, cette tendance des individus et
ménages a accepter des difficultés ou des désa-
vantages pourrait résulter dans un niveau de
bien-étre (welfare level) plus bas au niveau de
la société (Graham, 2009, 215). Selon Graham
(2009, 189), une meilleure compréhension de
ces processus aidera a faire avancer la poli-
tique sociale, si elle se réfere a des mesures de

Notes

I La liste des privations est disponible sur
www.unifr.ch/go/precarity.

2 Vague 1 et 2 en Suisse dans le cadre du projet
FNS 100017-116605, vague 3 en Suisse et vagues
1 et 2 en Roumanie dans le cadre du projet FNS
IZERZO 141975 (avec le soutien de ’'UEFISCDI).
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Prolegomene

Articolul de fatd pune in discutie chestiu-
nea Drumului Matdsii, cea mai veche arterda
comerciald a lumii cunoscute, prin referinte
din literatura de specialitate ce pornesc inca de
la inceputurile sale pana in prezent, cu ajutorul
analizei realizate de revista engleza The Eco-
nomist, intr-unul din numerele recente (2 iulie
2016).

Cand utilizam notiunea de Drumul matdsii
ne referim, de fapt, la Intreaga retea antica de
rute comerciale, In diversele sale faze de dez-
voltare sau involutie, ce a legat negustorii Chi-
nei cu cei ai Asiei Centrale, Orientului Mijlo-
ciu, Africii si Europei 1n ultimele 4 milenii.

Trebuie mentionat faptul ca articolul nu
abordeaza fenomenul Drumului matdsii intr-o
manierd holistd, ci prin raportare la aportul in-
registrat al Chinei de-a lungul timpului. Acest
lucru este datorat unei surprize recent pregatita
in politica externa de catre China, care a devenit
dintr-o putere activa, una proactiva. Aceasta isi
doreste sa fie in centrul miscarii de revitalizare
a vechiului drum comercial, devenit de peste
sase secole doar ... istorie.

Prin aceasta initiativa fara precedent in is-
toria sa moderna, printr-un sustinut efort logis-
tic, financiar si politic, China tinteste pozitia de
super-putere mondiala, Incercand sa rivalizeze
cu, sau chiar sa inlature SUA din ecuatia com-
plexelor regionale de putere avand ca axd Dru-
mul matasii. Din aceastd perspectiva, putem
discuta in termeni de reinviere, o datd cu Dru-
mul matasii, sia unei pan-idei chineze, care are
in centrul sau filosofic unitatea (cel putin) eco-
nomica a blocului euro-asiatic, finantata si ges-
tionatd de la Beijing.

Originea denumirii de
»Drum al matasii”

Denumirea rutei comerciale deriva din
principalul produs pus in circulatie in vremu-
rile sale de glorie: matasea chinezeasca.
Aceasta a avut un rol deosebit de important,
prin dezvoltarea fard precedent a rutei (Bo-
ulnois, 2005, 66), o astfel de perioada prolifica
fiind cea din timpul dinastiei Han (207 1.Hr.-
220 d.Hr.).

Contrar asteptarilor, numele pe care astizi
il utilizam pentru a denumi reteaua transconti-
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nentald de drumuri pe care se deplasau carava-
nele comerciantilor este unul relativ recent,
tocmai din sec. al XIX-lea, mult dupa expedi-
tiile Iui Marco Polo. Ferdinand von Richtho-
fen, un geograf german care a participat la
sapte expeditii cu destinatia China intre 1868
si 1872, este cel care a utilizat notiunea pentru
prima data, aceea de Seidenstrafle sau Seiden-
strafen, adica ,,drumul/ruta de matase” (Elis-
seeff, 2000, 1-2; Waugh, 2007, 4; The Econo-
mist, 2016).

in iunie 2014, UNESCO a inclus coridorul
Chang’an-Tianshan din cadrul retelei Drumu-
rilor matasii in Patrimoniul Mondial cu numele
oficial: ,,Silk Roads: the Routes Network of

Chang’an-Tianshan Corridor™".

Vectorul comercial
al ,,Drumului matasii”

Poate cel mai cautat produs ce a circulat cu
caravanele din Asia indepartatd pana in inima
Europei a fost matasea, utilizatd nu doar pentru
producerea obiectelor de imbracaminte pre-
cum tunicile elitelor, ci si pentru realizarea de
instrumente muzicale, instrumente de pescuit,
sau chiar a celei mai ravnite hartii de lux din
lume. Cu precadere in timpul dinastiei Han
(206 1.Hr.-220 d.Hr.), care a avut un rol deose-
bit de important pentru intregul continent, co-
mercializarea matésii a ajutat la o dezvoltare
fara precedent a retelei de transport si a spatii-
lor prin care aceasta a trecut (Boulnois, 2005,
66). Timp de peste 2.000 de ani, secretul culti-
varii matasii a fost detinut in exclusivitate de
catre chinezi, fapt ce a mentinut China intr-o
pozitie unica, avantajoasa economic $i simbo-
lic, aproximativ pand in sec. VI-VII, cénd
pierde definitiv monopolul producerii matasii
in fata Vestului. Pe rand, secretul ajunge in ma-
inile Imperiului Persan, Imperiului Roman,
Imperiului Bizantin, pentru ca mai apoi sa de-
vina raspandita in Europa prin productia itali-
ana de secol XIII (Silkroad Foundation, 2000).

In afara matasurilor cultivate, originare din
China (diferite de cele naturale, salbatice din

zona mediteraneana sau cea a Orientului Mij-
lociu — Lubec (Get et al., 1993, 25), multe alte
produse erau comercializate In aceasta retea a
caravanelor care traversau desertul, cum sunt
condimentele, materialele brute, sau produse
de lux precum jadul neferit sau aurul, rezultate
in urma contactelor stabilite intre China metro-
politana si teritoriile din Vest, locuite de triburi
nomade.

Dezvoltarea rutei si disparitia sa

Exista dovezi arheologice ca aceasta ruta
comerciald, in diverse variatiuni, functioneaza
inca din vremea omului preistoric, dar cu pre-
cadere de acum mai bine de 4.000 de ani, dupa
ce au fost domesticite animalele de povara si
pe masura ce s-a dezvoltat tehnologia transpor-
tului (pe mare sau uscat), legdnd Asia de tar-
murile Oceanelor Indian si Pacific, precum si
de Africa si Europa.

Drumul matasii a reprezentat, In esentd, un
canal de comunicare la care si-au adus aportul
nenumarate forte economice si culturale: de la
vechii sciti la vechii chinezi, de la Imperiul per-
san la cel condus de Alexandru cel Mare, de la
Imperiul roman si cel bizantin la cel mongol etc.

De pilda, pe vremea lui Herodot, in timpul
primului Imperiu persan, numit Imperiul Ahe-
menid? (ce a rezistat din 550 1.Hr. pani la cu-
ceririle lui Alexandru Macedon din 330 i.Hr.),
Drumul a fost protejat si Intretinut cu mare
atentie din punct de vedere logistic: existau po-
pasuri regulate, cu sedii postale si adaposturi
cu cai odihniti ce puteau fi schimbati. In
aceastd perioada, intregul drum ce insuma
peste 2.900 de km din Orientul Apropiat pana
pe coasta Anatoliei, mesajul transmis prin cu-
rier putea parcurge distanta n doar 9 zile, in
comparatie cu metoda clasica de calatorie, prin
care aceeasi distantd se strabatea in 3 luni de
zile (Silverstein, 2007).

Istoricul Strabo mentioneaza in lucrarea sa
Geographia limitele la care a ajuns imperiul de
influenta greaca: Seres (nord-vestul Chinei) si
Phryni (Xiongnu, aflat in nordul Chinei), la
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peste 300 km departare de cea mai nordica ase-
zare, Alexandria din Bactria (Strabo, 1873,
cartea XI, cap. XI, 437). Acest lucru dovedeste
faptul ca primele contacte dintre europeni si
vechii chinezi au avut loc din anii 200 1.Hr.,
poate chiar si mai devreme. Alexandria Es-
chate/Alexandria Ultima reprezinta cel mai in-
departat oras fondat de Alexandru cel Mare (in
329 1.Hr.), aproape de Valea Fergana®, ca ur-
mare a expansiunii sale in Asia Centrala, oras
care a reusit sd 1si pastreze specificitatea cultu-
rala elend pana in anii 30 1. Hr. (Prevas, 2004,
121). Odata cu infiintarea ambasadelor chine-
zesti aici in timpul dinastiei Han (206 1.Hr.-220
d.Hr.), putem vorbi de o interactiune constanta
intre cultura indo-europeana de tip urban si ci-
vilizatia chineza. Acesta este, de fapt, incepu-
tul Drumului matasii (pornind din partea de
nord) asa cum 1l percepem noi astdzi, care
leaga pe vechii chinezi de Vestul Asiei si cele
mai indepartate regiuni europene.

Aportul Chinei la vechea rutd a fost unul
incontestabil, care a generat uriasa faima a in-
tregii retele, dincolo de angrenarea unei intregi
industrii a matasii si condimentelor. In primul
rand, prin intermediul dinastiei Han, s-a reali-
zat extinderea Drumului matasii de la Valea
Fergana (pand unde a ajuns Alexandru Mace-
don) mai departe, inspre Bazinul Tarim si Co-
ridorul Gansu, realizata in 130 1.Hr. China era
atunci principalul furnizor de bunuri de lux
(printre care matasea cultivata) pentru intreaga
Asie Centrala si de Vest, pentru India ca si pen-
tru intreaga zona mediteraneana (Silkroad Fo-
undation, f.a.). In plus, China a avut un rol ac-
tiv in asigurarea securitatii comertului realizat
pe Drumul matasii. Ea a inteles ca propria sa
dezvoltare este strans legata de soarta rutei co-
merciale. In consecintd, chinezii au realizat o
extensie semnificativa a Marelui Zid, tocmai
pentru a putea asigura protectia relatiilor ne-
gustoresti (Xinru, 2010, 11).

Disparitia Drumului matasii ca arterd co-
merciald majora a survenit treptat, fiind deter-
minatd cu precadere de trei mari factori: 1. de-
zintegrarea Imperiului mongol din sec. XIV-
XV, 2. caderea Constantinopolului sub otomani
(1453), care au pus embargou pe comertul cu

Vestul si 3. intrarea Chinei in politica izolatio-
nistd incepand cu sec. XIV-XV, care a continuat
pana recent, in epoca contemporana.

Drumul pe care circuld nu doar
marfuri, ci si idei

De-a lungul timpului, s-au pus bazele unor
relatii economice, politice si culturale pe dis-
tante vaste, intre civilizatia chineza si subcon-
tinentul indian, Persia, Cornul Africii si Eu-
ropa (Bentley, 1993, 32). Cu toate acestea,
Drumul Matdsii a reprezentat o axa deosebit de
importantd in dezvoltarea regiunilor continen-
tului asiatic nu doar din punct de vedere eco-
nomic, ci si prin interactiunea culturald pe
care o oferea de la vest la est, de la China pana
la Mediterana (Elisseeft, 2000). Astfel, o data
cu caravanele pline de negustori, pe drum cir-
culau o sumedenie de alte ,,bunuri” venite ,,la
pachet”: religii si credinte, filozofii sincretice
si idei, tehnologii diverse, chiar si printese chi-
neze bune de maritat, mari secrete, sau chiar
boli si tratamente inedite. latd, de pilda, in
urma intalnirii dintre cultura si filozofia greaca
adusa in Asia de Alexandru Macedon pe de-o
parte si filozofiile orientale pe de alta, a reiesit
un sincretism interesant, ce s-a pastrat vreme
de noua secole: Greco-Buddhismul (Bentley,
1993, 54). Sau, un alt exemplu gréitor este dat
de cazul printului de Khotan (regat aflat in
apropierea desertului Taklamakan), care a
curtat cu succes o printesd chineza in 440 d.Hr.
Aceasta, inainte de plecare, a ascuns in mesa
sa mai multe oud de viermi de matase, ceea ce
a dus la crearea unui nou furnizor de matase
cultivata: regatul Khotanului. Astfel, prin
aceastd actiune singulard de contrabanda, un
secret pastrat cu sfintenie timp de milenii a de-
pasit granitele Chinei.

Din aceasta perspectiva, Drumul matdsii a
reprezentat in toata existenta sa si o buna mo-
dalitate de realizare a unui schimb socio-cultu-
ral intre civilizatiile ce intrau in contact (Ben-
tley, 1993, 33).
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Drumul matasii 2.0. Initiativa
Chinei la scara istoriei

Dupa sec. XIV-XV, momentul in care
China alege sa intre In izolationism, astdzi in-
registram pentru prima datd o initiativa clara,
facuta de pe o pozitie de initiativa geopolitica,
ce readuce Drumul In prim plan.

O data cu incercarea contemporana a Chi-
nei de a reinvia Drumul matasii sub controlul
sdu are loc si o reinviere a unei pan-idei chi-
neze, care are in centrul sdu filosofic unitatea
(cel putin) economica a blocului euro-asiatic.
Prin pan-idee intelegem acea ,,mare idee spati-
ala” (concept ce apartine geopoliticianului K.
Haushofer) ce presupune o difuziune culturala
pe spatii largi, ce depaseste limite precum gra-
nitele nationale. Pan-ideea este, in fapt, o ati-
tudine fata de spatiu, impusa societatilor si po-
poarelor de cétre forta (de impunere sau
atractie) ce transmite respectiva pan-idee. in
acest mod, teritoriile popoarelor si statelor de-
vin adeseori spatii de cucerit, in care doud sau
mai multe pan-idei sunt concurente.

Ideal tipul chinez si punctul
de re-pornire: Pax Sinica

Imaginea de succes cu care opereaza si la
care se raporteaza partea chineza in actiunea de
revitalizare si aducere in modernitate a Drumu-
lui Matasii este data de o initiativa similara,
prima de acest gen, inregistratd in sec. al
VllI-lea (The Economist, 2016). Atunci, dupa o
pauza de cateva veacuri in care razboiul a facut
ruta impracticabild, a avut loc aceastd redre-
sare de succes a comertului, actiune ce a facut
parte dintr-o perioada mai larga, numitd Pax
Sinica, peste o jumatate de mileniu.

Pax Sinica reprezintd o notiune conferita
perioadei in care China, condusad de dinastiile
Qin, Han, Sui, Tang si Ming, a reusit din pozi-
tia sa de hegemon sé duca o politicd interna si
externa de pace si securitate in Asia de Est,

un nou actor mondial cu inifiativd la scara...

axata pe forta prezentei sale militare, pe incu-
rajarea comertului pe distante mari si pe durata
lungd in ansamblul Eurasiei, pe cladirea de
orase, pe cresterea standardului de viatd si a
factorului demografic (Pollard et al., 2015,
242; Krech, 2004, 135). Pax Sinica este echi-
valenta cu perioada in care dominante pe con-
tinent erau civilizatia si cultura chineza, prima
sa faza (221 1.Hr.-220 d.Hr.) fiind contempo-
rana cu Pax Romana in emisfera vestica a lumii
(Plott, 1989, 57), ambele dizolvandu-se cam in
aceeasi perioadd, aceea a sec. II-III d.Hr.
(Krech, 2004, 135). Mai tarziu, Pax Sinica a
fost revitalizatd in timpul dinastiilor Sui (581—
618 d.Hr.) si Tang (618-907 d.Hr.) (Mahbu-
bani, 2009, 149). Aceastd a doua Pax Sinica a
cuprins reunificarea dinastiilor din nord si sud
si a reprezentat perioada de aur a Chinei, cu
cresteri demografice record (de la 50 la 80 de
milioane de oameni — Ebrey, 1999, 111, 141;
Du, 1998, 37; Fairbank si Goldman, 2006,
106) si cu cel mai populat oras al lumii (capi-
tala Chang’an, Xi’an-ul de azi).

Beneficiind de importanta numarului si de
superioritate tehnologica, armata chineza a re-
usit sa impuna un control fara egal al Drumului
madtasii, iar prin diminuarea masiva a nomadis-
mului din jurul rutei a reusit astfel sa securi-
zeze comertul (Ebrey et al., 2006, 91) printr-o
reald si consistenta soff power. Dinastia Tang
este, astfel, echivalentd cu stabilitatea si dez-
voltarea civilizatiei chineze, devenita reper in
zona asiatica, incat China a devenit un magnet
pentru meseriasi si mai ales pentru marii inva-
tati ai vremii.

Pax Sinica este, astfel, perioada in care
proiectia puterii Chinei depédsea cu mult gra-
nitele sale continentale, prin puterea de atrac-
tie, Intarita prin capacitatea sa de jandarm sau
garant al comertului pe Drumul matasii.
Acesta este referentialul la care se raporteaza
noua putere politica a Chinei la Inceput de se-
col XXI, in incercarea de a completa noua sa
geopolitica de afirmare prin ,,repornirea” Dru-
mului matasii: ,, Xi Jinping, China s president,
looks back on that era as a golden age, a time



Sociologie Romaneasca, volumul XIV, Nr. 1, 2016, pp. 77-85 81

of Pax Sinica, when Chinese luxuries were co-
veted across the globe and the Silk Road was
a conduit for diplomacy and economic expan-
sion” (The Economist, 2016).

In momentul de fati, revitalizarea Drumu-
lui matasii apare, cel putin in ochii europenilor,
ca un curios proiect politic, izvorat din ambitia
personald a liderului de la Beijing: ,, Mr Xi
wants a revival of the Silk Road and the glory
that went with it” (The Economist, 2016).

Proiect cu termene precise
si fonduri uriase

Proiectul propriu-zis cu care opercaza Bei-
jingul la nivel transcontinental, atat pe uscat,
cat si maritim, se numeste ,,O centurd, un
drum” sau, pe scurt, OBOR (one belt, one
road). Denumirea ,,tradeaza” filosofia din fun-
dal de la care pleaca initiativa chineza, primita
cu retinere de cétre occidentali. OBOR repre-
zintd un instrument prin care, de fapt, se do-
reste aducerea laolalta a tuturor actorilor regi-
onali i internationali relevanti pentru
retrasarea functionald, in regim de circuit in-
chis a Drumului madtdsii, precum si tinerea
acestora in legatura de cétre o forta unica, ,,din
interior”: China. ,, Chinese officials call that
policy «One Belt, One Roady, though they of-
ten eviscerate its exotic appeal to foreigners by
using the unlovely acronym OBOR. Confu-
singly, the road refers to ancient maritime
routes between China and Europe, while the
belt describes the Silk Road’s better-known
trails overland ... OBOR puzzles many Wes-
tern policymakers because it is amorphous — it
has no official list of member countries, though
the rough count is 60 — and because most of the
projects that sport the label would probably
have been built anyway” (The Economist,
2016).

Politica externa a presedintelui Xi este una
cat se poate de pragmatica si, impetuoasa, pre-
ocupata de ,,fructificarea momentului”. Geopo-
litica Drumului matasii este calculata in functie
de ,,fereastra strategica de oportunitate” pana in

2020. ,, Mr. Xi seems to see the new Silk Road
as a way of extending China’s commercial ten-
tacles and soft power. It also plays a role in his
broader foreign-policy thinking. The president
has endorsed his predecessors’ view that China
faces a «period of strategic opportunity» up to
2020, meaning it can take advantage of a mos-
tly benign security environment to achieve its
aim of strengthening its global power without
causing conflict. OBOR, officials believe, is a
good way of packaging such a strategy” (The
Economist, 2016).

Forta hotararii Chinei de a transforma
OBOR in realitate pare a fi covarsitoare daca
analizam primul indicator relevant, anume cel
financiar. Sume uriase, de cateva ori mai mari
decat planul Marshall, sunt puse pe tabla de sah
de catre China: ,, First, the projects are vast. Of-
ficial figures say there are 900 deals under way,
worth 3890 billion ... China says it will invest a
cumulative $4 trillion in OBOR countries, tho-
ugh it does not say by when. Its officials tetchily
reject comparison with the Marshall Plan
which, they say, was a means of rewarding
America’s friends and excluding its enemies af-
ter the second world war. OBOR, they boast, is
open to all. But, for what it is worth, the Mar-
shall Plan amounted to $130 billion in current
dollars” (The Economist, 2016).

O serie de mari provocari
carora China trebuie sa le
gaseasca raspuns

Drumul matasii vazut ca fereastra de opor-
tunitate de China comporta 1nsa o serie de pro-
vocdri, carora superputerea in devenire trebuie
sd le faca fatd. Vom trece in revista cateva.

I. Latura discursiva adoptata si politica externa
condusd de presedintele Xi aduc In atentia re-
flectoarelor o prima provocare de natura cultu-
rala si economica: reluarea mai vechii idei din
perioada Pax Sinica, aceea a re-gandirii Euro-
pei si Asiei ca un singur spatiu, entitate vie din
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punct de vedere economic si politic, dar ,,gan-
dita chinez”: ,, But OBOR treats Asia and Eu-
rope as a single space, and China, not the Uni-
ted States, is its focal point” (The Economist,
2016). Aceasta tendintd a politicii externe con-
dusa de elitele de la Beijing aratd resurgenta
pan-ideii chineze, ce are ca scop unificarea
continentelor si aparitia unei noi unitati poli-
tice si economice. Altfel spus, China nu separa
Asia de Europa, ci gandeste un spatiu comun,
Eurasia. Cu toate acestea, provocarea se dove-
deste a fi una de proportii, in primul rand pen-
tru ca liderii de la Beijing trateaza unificarea
spatiilor strict din perspectiva economica, la-
sand la o parte aspectele culturale, riscand as-
tfel sa repete ceea ce alti constructori de geo-
politici la scara mare.

I1. Cea de-a doua mare provocare pe care o ge-
nereaza China, de aceastd data una de ordin ge-
opolitic, este scoaterea Americii din calcul.
Geopolitica Drumului matasii are obiective
foarte ambitioase, OBOR devenind un instru-
ment de dislocare a SUA si a rolului sau de du-
blu pivot Atlantic si Pacific: ,, OBOR matters
because it is a challenge to the United States
and its traditional way of thinking about world
trade. In that view, there are two main trading
blocs, the trans-Atlantic one and the trans-Pa-
cific one, with Europe in the first, Asia in the
second and America the focal point of each.
Tiwo proposed regional trade deals, the Trans-
Pacific Partnership and the Transatlantic
Trade and Investment Partnership, embody
this approach. But OBOR treats Asia and Eu-
rope as a single space, and China, not the Uni-
ted States, is its focal point” (The Economist,
2016). Aici sunt doua chestiuni ce trebuie re-
marcate: 1. prin aceastd mutare, China doreste
sd aiba propria abordare regionald si cauta sa
elimine tocmai actorul a cérui fabrica a fost si
inca este (acel universal ,, Made in China*) 2.
apare o schimbare de perspectiva intre vechea
rutd comerciald si modul in care cea noud se
doreste a fi construita: Europa nu este capatul
drumului, ci punct focal al acestuia.

III. A treia provocare la care facem referire
este de naturd internd: noile procese interne

aferente revitalizarii preocupdrii istorice pen-
tru Drumul matasii, care, in esentd, se refera la
recucerirea internd a societatii chineze. China
a Inteles ca proiectia puterii in afara granitelor
se poate realiza numai in conditiile unui sistem
social intern Intemeiat pe ,,armonie” si ,,con-
sum intern”. In acest sens, OBOR este nu doar
instrument de politicd externd, dar si unul pu-
ternic de politica interna: ,, In 2014 the foreign
minister, Wang Yi, singled out OBOR as the
most important feature of the president s fore-
ign policy. Mr Xi's chief foreign adviser, Yang
Jiechi, has tied OBOR to China's much-touted
aims of becoming a «moderately well-off soci-
ety» by 2020 and a «strong, prosperous» one
by mid-century” (The Economist, 2 iulie
2016). Astfel, initiativa Chinei la nivelul poli-
ticii externe reprezinta, de fapt, o uriasa fereas-
trd de oportunitate strategica pentru China (in-
clusiv debuseu pentru industriile sale):
,»OBOR is supposed to extend Chinese com-
mercial influence, reduce the Chinese eco-
nomys dependence on investment in infras-
tructure at home and export a little of China s
vast excess capacity in steel and cement” (The
Economist, 2016).

Acest sistem intern la care facem referire
pare a se baza pe trei mari coordonate:

1.Recucerirea spatiului interior prin revitaliza-
rea pietei interne, o noutate pentru gandirea
politica a elitelor chineze: ,, Now the rest of
the Chinese state is mobilising. Two-thirds of
China's provinces have emphasised the im-
portance of OBOR for their development.
For example, Fuzhou, the capital of coastal
Fujian province, has told its companies to
«start businesses in the countries and regi-
ons along the maritime Silk Roady, it has set
up a free-trade zone to attract firms from
such countries in South-East Asia. Many big
state-owned enterprises (SOEs) have an
OBOR department, if only in the hope of get-
ting money for their projects” (The Econo-
mist, 2016).

2.Dezvoltarea durabila si crearea infrastructu-
rii materiale necesare.
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3.China selectiva: noi politici de protejare a
mediului — o noud abordare pentru China
care, pana la ora actuald, a facut repetate
concesii in ceea ce priveste sandtatea mediu-
lui inconjurator, dar care, de acum inainte,
reconsiderd natura ca ,,bun” epuizabil, care
trebuie neaparat protejat. ,, Next, China ne-
eds OBOR. At home, its businesses are being
squeezed by rising costs and growing de-
mands that they pay more attention to pro-
tecting the environment. It makes sense for
them to shift some manufacturing overseas —
as long as the infrastructure is there” (The
Economist, 2016).

IV. Cea de-a patra provocare careia China va
trebui sa 1i facd fatd pentru a putea duce pana la
capat proiectul sau de revitalizare a Drumului
matasii este datd de castigarea de aliati, prin
desfasurarea unei politici externe active, dar
pasnicd. Situatia este complicatd pentru ca
China 1si Ingrijoreaza vecinii prin politica ex-
pansionista din Marea Chinei de Sud. Pariul fa-
cut de China cu Drumul métasii este Incercarea
de a transforma aceasta fereastra de oportunitate
intr-un avantaj economic, de securitate si de
crestere a proiectiei puterii Chinei la nivel mon-
dial fara a cauza conflicte (The Economist,
2016). Iar principalul mod prin care o putere se
poate extinde fara a cauza frictiuni si animozi-
tati este acela de a raspunde nevoilor reale ale
posibililor parteneri. Chestiunea este inteleasa,
se pare, de Xi Jinping céaci, pentru prima data,
China duce o politica externa si o linie de finan-
tare bazate intocmai pe aceste nevoi reale ale
spatiilor si societatilor traversate de noul Drum
al matasii: ,, Most important, Asia needs new in-
frastructure — about 8770 billion a year of it un-
til 2020, according to the Asian Development
Bank” (The Economist, 2016). China desfa-
soard, prin reprezentantii sai politici, o activitate
diplomatica fara precedent: intdlniri la nivel
inalt cu reprezentantii principalelor puteri eura-
siatice dintre care mentionam Kazakhstan, Uz-
bekistan, Mongolia, Rusia, Polonia, Ungaria,
Serbia, chiar si Roménia, ce aminteste de medi-
evala efervescenta diplomatica chineza ancorata
in jurul Drumului matasii. Seriozitatea abordarii

arata ca proiectul OBOR nu este doar de o am-
bitie personald a lui Xi Jinping, impusa de sus
in jos, ci un proiect politic bazat pe contextuali-
zarea nevoilor economice si sociale deja exis-
tente in spatiul Eurasiei si o dovada a faptului ca
Beijingul este constient de puterea sa de atractie
care trebuie fructificata (soft power).

Noul demers chinez are, astfel, capacitatea
de a schimba nu doar configuratia economica
interna, dar si pe aceea a unui intreg transcon-
tinent (Eurasia). Ponderea investitiilor avute in
vedere de China in tarile situate de-a lungul
Drumului matasii este mai mare de jumatate
din intregul sau efort financiar. In Europa, se
pare ca axa aleasa este Grecia-Ungaria-Germa-
nia. ,,/In April a Chinese shipping company,
Cosco, took a 67% stake in Greece's second-
largest port, Piraeus, from which Chinese
firms are building a high-speed rail network
linking the city to Hungary and eventually Ger-
many. In July work is due to start on the third
stage of a Chinese-designed nuclear reactor in
Pakistan, where China recently announced it
would finance a big new highway and put 32
billion into a coal mine in the Thar desert. In
the first five months of this year, more than half
of China s contracts overseas were signed with
nations along the Silk Road — a first in the co-
untry’s modern history. ... In 2015, by official
reckoning, its FDI in OBOR countries rose
twice as fast as the increase in total FDI. Last
year 44% of China s new engineering projects
were signed with OBOR countries. In the first
Jfive months of 2016, the share was 52% " (The
Economist, 2016). lar principalul instrument
infiintat si utilizat este Banca Asiaticd de In-
vestitii si Infrastructurd. ,, At the time, finance
ministers from almost 60 countries were hol-
ding the first annual meeting in Beijing of an
institution set up to finance some of these pro-
Jects, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AIIB)” (The Economist, 2016).

Aici mai trebuie ficuta insa o observatie. in
istorie, pierderea exclusivitatii realizarii de
matasuri a nsemnat pentru China si pierderea
controlului asupra Drumului. in lumina noilor
initiative, ramane de vazut daca presedintele
Xi va evita sa repete greselile trecutului si va
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intelege ca, pentru a putea pastra initiativa nu
este vorba doar de investitii masive, cat de
atractivitate a proiectului, atat in plan intern
cat si extern. lar acest lucru este posibil numai
daca China va putea oferi:

1.Produse unice (ori prin inovatie, ori in virtu-
tea traditiei): ,, Last year 44% of China’s new
engineering projects were signed with
OBOR countries. In the first five months of
2016, the share was 52% " (The Economist,
2016).

2.Elite suficient de inteligente si capabile sa
uneasca spatiile atdt de eterogene socio-cul-
tural si economic de astizi, precum au reusit
generalii Dinastiei Han in timpul Pax Sinica.

Concluzii sumare

Articolul de fatd pune in discutie chestiu-
nea recentei initiative chineze de revitalizare
geopoliticd a Drumului Matasii, veche artera
comerciald a lumii. Acest lucru este posibil
prin transformarea Chinei dintr-o putere activa
intr-una proactiva. Asistam in prezent la o in-
cercare a Chinei de a schimba felul in care in-
telegem comertul international, prin revitaliza-
rea Drumul matasii si construirea unui nou

Note

' Conform paginii de internet oficiale, disponi-
bila la adresa http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1442.

2 Cuprindea teritoriile Iranului, Irakului, Afga-
nistanului, Uzbekistanului, Turciei, Ciprului, Siriei,
Libanului, Israelului si Egiptului de azi.

3 Vale importantd din Asia Centrald, ce se intinde
de-a lungul estului Uzbekistanului, sudului Kargéz-
stanului si nordului Tadjikistanului.
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With a title that recalls Henry L. Roberts’
path-breaking “Rumania: Political Problems
of an Agrarian State” (1951), the study of
Dragos Sdrobis treats timeless problems in
Romanian society, such as the failure of mod-
ernization, economic backwardness, and the
presence and persistence of a political oligar-
chy. Though it is thematically kindred to Rob-
erts’s study (which is surprisingly absent from
the bibliography), the work is closer in content
to Irina Livezeanu’s “Cultural Politics in
Greater Romania: Regionalism, Nation Build-
ing, and Ethnic Struggle, 1918—1930" (1995)
insofar as it posits its focus on the year 1918,
as the unification of the country becomes the
locus through which later disturbances which
crippled the state (economic instability, the
failure of parliamentary democracy and the
rise of fascism) are understood. Similarly to
Livezeanu, Sdrobis focuses on the educational
system, specifically on the university as a lens
through which the above mentioned events are
to be examined. The similarity between the
two studies ends here however. Though he has
a PhD. title in history, the author seems to be
more interested in using history to explain so-
ciological concepts, rather than use sociology
to explain historical events. Jargon laden and
heavily dependent on concepts from moderni-
zation theory, this rather disjointed study is
split into three parts: a presentation of the idea

of the intellectual, the generational group and
intellectual labor in pre-1918 and post-1918
Romania, a discussion of the situation of the
interwar Romanian university, and finally a
comparison of the different solutions which
both the youths of the period and the state pro-
vided to the failure of the university to provide
professional security. Despite the fact that the
author occasionally uses archival material and
newspaper articles from the period, quoted
from the original sources, although most of the
cited texts are already available in anthologies
or collected works, his work is heavily depend-
ent on secondary literature. Pre-communist Ro-
mania had a deep tradition of theorizing under-
development (Love, 1996), represented by thin-
kers as diverse as Constantin Dobrogeanu-
Gherea, Constantin Stere, Virgil Madgearu or
Mihail Manoilescu. After 1948, such theorizing
was halted, as a consequence of the imposition
of standard Soviet interpretations in every
branch of the social sciences. Romania was
mostly described in historical works as a vic-
tim of Western economic exploitation (Rura,
1961, 100—-103). In spite of the fact that in the
period of Ceausescu’s thaw a renewed interest
led to the works by such authors being repub-
lished or monographs about them written, they
failed to attract attention among those preoc-
cupied by the subject of Romania’s economic
and social backwardness, in favor of thinkers

* Hochschule fiir Jiidische Studien Heidelberg, Landfriedstrafle 12, 69117 Heidelberg.
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who presented a more optimistic view of the
situation (Rizescu, 2005, 283-328).

One of the most fascinating figures of the
Romanian interwar period, the sociologist Di-
mitrie Gusti tried to solve the economic and so-
cial problems of the country by way of
knowledge. After conducting his graduate stud-
ies in Germany, where he studied with the likes
of Wilhelm Wundt and Karl Biicher, Gusti es-
tablished a successful academic career back in
Romania. Considering that intellectuals should
play an active role in the country’s political life,
he argued that a thorough sociological study of
society would identify the main problems fac-
ing Romanian life. Gathering around him a
group of followers from various disciplines,
obtaining the political support of the country’s
monarch, and harnessing the work power of
university students, who had to undertake an
obligatory social service in order to graduate,
Gusti’s project aim to close the gap between
theory and praxis seemed to be on the brink of
success. After plunging the country into a dic-
tatorship, Carol II could not face external and
internal threats, and was forced to resign. As
Romania became a fascist state, the sociologi-
cal project of Gusti was halted by the new rul-
ers. It is however doubtful that his plan would
have been accomplished even without these
setbacks. A project characteristic of the “high
modernist” mindset (Scott, 1998), Gusti’s de-
sire to publish a monograph that would synthe-
size all the details regarding life conditions in
every Romanian village was ultimately deemed
utopian even by one of his closest associates,
Henri H. Stahl (Rostas, 2000, 76). Incidentally,
Henri H. Stahl (1901-1991) is referred
throughout the book without his middle initial,
which might lead some to confuse him with his
father, Henri Stahl (1877-1942).

Although he hoped to continue his career
in the postwar years, Gusti was quickly disil-
lusioned. Discredited in the eyes of Com-
munist authorities for his collaboration with
Carol II, he died forgotten and in poverty. Not
even during the time of Ceausescu’s liberali-
zation or the subsequent nationalist period of
rediscovering Romanian thinkers did interest

in Gusti’s work increase. Despite occasional
works, such as a biography of Gusti (Badina
and Neamtu, 1967) or a collection of essays
on his work (Stahl, 1980), he and his school
never attained popularity in academic circles.
Without any institutional affiliation, Zoltan
Rostas began in the last decades of Romanian
communism to undertake interviews with the
living members of Gusti’s school. What was
essentially a one-man project gained momen-
tum after 1989, as Rostas, now with institu-
tional support, became a professor at the Uni-
versity of Bucharest and a fellow of various
research institutions. His efforts now bene-
fited from the help of his students, which were
vital in making available in recent years a
massive amount of material. Oral histories
were written, diaries, memoirs and letters
were published, and books or newspaper arti-
cles from the interwar years were re-edited.
With such a wealth of resources available, one
would expect Sdrobis to use this material in
order to expand our understanding of the in-
terwar intellectual culture. Instead, he offers a
rather standard portrait of the times.

Sdrobis at times stresses that Romania’s
political and economic situation in the epoch
was similar to that of other countries from
Southeastern Europe, but whenever he turns
for historical comparison he does it with West-
ern countries, such as France or Germany.
While Nazism was similar to Romanian fas-
cism insofar, as it promoted nationalism and
xenophobia and opposed democracy, the
causes which led to the coming to power of the
NSDP in Germany and those that led to the rise
of the Iron Guard in Romania could not be
more different. As Mr. Sdrobis is not writing a
history of fascism, but of political and eco-
nomic development, he should be aware of this
fact. As there is a considerable amount of liter-
ature available on the subject (see, for exam-
ple, Chirot, 1989; Banac and Verdery, 1995;
Janos, 2000), there is no reason for him to ig-
nore the structural similarities between
Romania and other neighboring countries. For
example, while his discussion about the role of
the university in interwar Europe and the
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United States, as well as the projects developed
by the League of Nations, could serve as a use-
ful introduction to the grounding of Romania’s
educational system, but at almost twenty
pages, it distracts from the general discussion
and is out of place in the overall narrative.
Again, while it is fair to suggest that Roma-
nia’s educational crisis took place within an in-
ternational context fraught with anxieties re-
garding the university system, to suggest that
the issues faced were similar to those with
which other Western states were confronted is
misleading.

In choosing to give voice to the actors
from the epoch who were confronted with
economic hardship, Sdrobis comes back again
and again to the members of the “young gene-
ration”, keeping in tradition with the prevalent
obsession over them and their works and that
sees the whole period as one marked by their
efforts to elevate Romanian culture (see, for
example, Mihailescu, 2008, 237). The voices
of writers and thinkers from the period, of dif-
ferent orientations, are mostly left out, which,
considering the vast literature available on the
subject, is an unwarranted choice. Thus, the
“left” is relegated to one paragraph (p. 150).
Rather than providing these views as a side-
note, they should be presented on an equal
footing with those of right-wingers, consider-
ing that the Criterion group easily accommo-
dated diverging political orientations (Rostas,
2000, 25-30). At one point he observes that
the worker’s strikes from the Grivita plants of
1933 are unfairly ignored in contemporary
Romanian historiography (p. 245). But con-
sidering that the “new generation” was situ-
ated at the right of the political spectrum, his
ignorance of left-wingers — whether com-
munist or social-democrats — who approached
the subject of youthful unemployment, makes
him part of the same tendency he so rightfully
criticizes. He concludes that Titu Maiorescu’s
critique of forms without foundation (“formele
fara fond”) is an adequate one when it comes
to describing the interwar situation (p. 185),

without taking into account the criticism lev-
eled at this theory (Rizescu, 2012, 92-97).

Although economic insecurity affected the
majority of the student population, it mani-
fested itself differently according to ethnic di-
vides. Though negligible, small factors such
as increased family support in the case of Jew-
ish students, as compared to their Romanian
colleagues, led to resentment of the former by
the latter. Except for leftist groups, there was
no attempt to build solidarity among all mem-
bers of society on the basis of economic vul-
nerability. This would have disastrous conse-
quences for the Jews after the outbreak of the
war, when the “Romanization” of the econ-
omy promoted upward mobility for members
of the Romanian majority at the expense of the
Jews. A critic of Romania’s corrupt political
institutions and a committed admirer of
French literary culture, Camil Petrescu strug-
gled with severe poverty throughout the inter-
war years (see Petrescu, 1975). Despite this,
Petrescu had no qualms about benefiting as a
result of the persecution of the Romanian
Jews, and was indignant about not being able
to obtain a house expropriated from a Jewish
owner (Sebastian, 2000, 337)

When it comes to the analysis of Roma-
nian fascism, Sdrobis relies on Eugen Weber’s
thesis that the Iron Guard promoted an anti-
modern ideology, advocating a return to the
past (p. 14). This program, expressed in a style
which fused popular mysticism with popu-
lism, attracted the peasant population who de-
sired to see the country cleansed of atheism,
communism and Jews (pp. 199-200). Weber’s
analysis of the Iron Guard in his and Hans
Rogger’s groundbreaking “The European
Right: A Historical Profile” (1965) repre-
sented an important contribution to the exist-
ing literature on the history of the movement
considering that, at the time, most accounts of
the Legion were written by ex-members, keen
on developing a hagiographical corpus. Sub-
sequent research has since however disproven
Weber’s main contentions. The Iron Guard
manifested its propaganda efforts in the south
and center of the country, where barely any
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Jewish communities existed (Veiga, 1989,
115; for an in-depth analysis of voting patterns
which goes against Weber’s speculations, see
Heinen, 1986, 406—413). Despite the Guard’s
declared adversity to the innovations of mo-
dernity, they nonetheless relied on them in or-
der to relay their propaganda, for example.
One could thus better describe their relation-
ship between an idealization of the peasant
past and the forms of European civilization
following Clark’s (2015) use of the concept of
“reactionary modernism” (Herf, 1984) as ap-
plied to the Romanian context.

The book lacks an index, which makes it
difficult for those who might want to consult it
only for exploring certain themes.

There is a risk that the renewed interest in
the work of Gusti and his followers might lead
to the kind of adulation which characterizes
most books on the “young generation”, in
which the fascist connections of the Criterion
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Daca un cercetator ingenios ar gasi cumva
o cale de a cuantifica un ipotetic indice disci-
plinar de reflexivitate metodologica, sociolo-
gia ar putea pretinde, fara ca alta disciplina sa-i
poata contesta In mod legitim pretentiile, locul
fruntas in topul sistematicitatii cu care isi re-
pune periodic in discutie propriile-i metode de
a cunoaste obiectul sdu de studiu. Acest indice
al reflexivitatii metodologice poate fi inglobat
intr-un si mai comprehensiv ,,coeficient de re-
flexivitate epistemologica”, exprimand pro-
pensiunea cu care o disciplind isi supune exa-
menului critic propriul statut epistemic. Si sub
acest raport sociologia poate de asemenea re-
vendica intdietate in randul stiintelor sociou-
mane si naturale deopotriva. Nicio altd disci-
plind stiintifica nu si-a introspectat conditia
epistemica si nu si-a dezbatut in asa masura
metodele precum a facut sociologia de-a lun-
gul relativ scurtei sale existente disciplinare.
Bornele istorice care au jalonat evolutia socio-
logiei nu au fost atdt mari teorii care sa fi
schimbat optica prin care realitatea sociala a
fost conceptualizata, pe cat scandalurile asupra
metodei, Incadrate de reguld in dispute inver-
sunate asupra statutului cognitiv al sociologiei.
Aceasta remarca este valabild incepand de la
originile sociologiei Infipte in scandalul pozi-
tivismului de la sféarsitul secolului al XIX-lea
(ale cérei reverberatii au punctat evolutia dis-
ciplinei pana in zilele noastre) si pana in plina

contemporaneitate cu a sa dezbatere asupra in-
dividualismului metodologic si teoria alegerii
rationale. Sa nu uitdm c4, cel putin in spatiul
francez unde a fost cel dintai institutionalizata
in sistemul de invatamant universitar, sociolo-
gia si-a anuntat aparitia ca proiect metodolo-
gic, Tnainte de a se incarna realmente empiric.
Astfel, Regulile metodei sociologice (Dur-
kheim, 2002) [1895] au precedat cu doi ani
Sinuciderea (Durkheim, 2007) [1897], lucrare
care a constituit o cause célébre in epoca, pro-
vocand nu mai putine valuri in lumea acade-
mica franceza decat a generat In societatea mai
largd faimoasa si infama ,,afacere Dreyfus”
(Brown, 2011). in spatiul german, raportul in-
tim intre sociologie si scandalurile metodolo-
gice este chiar mai evident decét in cel francez.
Die Methodenstreit (disputa asupra metodei)
de la finele secolului al XIX-lea la care Max
Weber i-a dat celebra sa solutie a ,,sociologiei
comprehensive” a fost reluatd in anii *60 sub
forma unui nou Positivismusstreit in care s-au
infruntat rationalistii critici de genul lui Karl
Popper cu nu mai putin criticii (din cu totul alt
punct de vedere) membri ai scolii de la Fran-
kfurt.

Cartea lui Traian Rotariu (2016), Funda-
mente metodologice ale stiintelor sociale, apa-
rutd recent la Polirom 1n colectia ,,Collegium.
Sociologie. Antropologie”, relevd cum nu se
poate mai clar aceastd reflexivitate epistemo-
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logicd ca pe o constantd a identitatii discipli-
nare a sociologiei. O identitate nu intotdeauna
prea comoda, Intrucat aceasta predilectie refle-
Xiva a sociologiei de a-si introspecta in conti-
nuu, la modul cel mai critic, conditia episte-
micd, o poate chiar deturna de la misiunea pe
care si-a asumat-o (aceea de a cunoaste realita-
tea sociald), catre a-si explora si evidentia in
chip aproape masochist propriile limite de cu-
noastere. Volumul semnat de Traian Rotariu,
cu toate ca prelungeste aceastd lunga traditie a
reflectiei asupra posibilitatilor metodologice si
gnoseologice ale sociologiei, este scris totusi
din perspectiva unui optimism epistemologic
asumat cu luciditate critica de catre un cerceta-
tor care crede, in limitele failibilismului ine-
rent oricarei intreprinderi omenesti de cunoas-
tere, in capacitatea sociologiei de a produce
afirmatii relevante despre realitatea sociala.
Subzista, ca presupozitie implicitd ce sta la
baza reflectiilor asupra metodei si statutului
epistemic al sociologiei si nu numai, ideea cu
totul contestabila ca reflexivitatea epistemolo-
gicd este necesarmente sceptica, in sensul cé ea
poate conduce numai in directia subminarii
pretentiilor legitime de cunoastere ridicate de
stiintele sociale. Filosofi de cel mai important
calibru intelectual, de la David Hume si Imma-
nuel Kant, pand la maestri contemporani ai
suspiciunii epistemice (Michel Foucault) care
l-au urmat pe Friedrich Nietzsche, intaresc
ideea implicitd cd reflexivitatea epistemolo-
gicd este echivalentd cu o doza tare de scepti-
cism gnoseologic. Rezistand in fata a ceea ce
cu altd ocazie a numit ,,mirajul socio-filosofiei
franceze”, Traian Rotariu arata ca reflexivita-
tea epistemologica este posibil a fi exercitata
nu numai cu optimism, dar si intr-un regim de
austeritate logico-rationald ce contrasteaza in
mod flagrant cu spectaculoasele (dar gaunoa-
sele) conceptualizari haute couture ale curen-
tului postmodernist, elaborate parcd 1nadins
pour épater la bourgeoisie (un argument dez-
voltat pe larg si in Ilut si Rusu, 2013).
Cuvantul care descrie cel mai fidel concep-
tia epistemologica expusa de Traian Rotariu este
cel de ,,rezonabilitate”, cu cele doua sensuri ma-
jore ale termenului. De reguld, polisemantica

termenilor da mult de furca cercetatorilor care
opereaza cu acestia, atat in stiintele sociale, cat
si in disciplinele umaniste si filosofie. In ea se
ascund sursele incurcaturilor de limbaj, comu-
nicarii deficitare si dialogurilor razante unul cu
celalalt. Nu fara temei, Ludwig Wittgenstein
(2001) [1921] a incriminat limbajul ca izvor al
tuturor problemelor filosofice. O Intrebuintare
judicioasd a limbajului, argumenta Wittgenstein
in Tractatus Logicus-Philosophicus, ar promite
dezlegarea marilor probleme ale gandirii filoso-
fice, pe care doar utilizarea improprie a limba-
jului le-a obstructionat solutionarea. in cazul de
fata, pentru scopurile prezente, polisemantica
,rezonabilitatii” nu doar ca nu ne afunda in ne-
intelegeri lingvistice, ci chiar ne vine in ajutor,
facilitindu-ne intelegerea. Pozitia prezentatd de
Traian Rotariu este rezonabila, mai intai, in sen-
sul de moderatd, echilibratd, chiar plauzibila,
opusa deci radicalismelor si extremismelor de
tot soiul. In numele unei judeciti pe cat de cum-
patate pe atat de rationale autorul apara pozitia
unui ,,realism rezonabil”, a unui ,,constructio-
nism social slab”, ori a unei rigori metodologice
ferite de excesele cantitativismului, dar si de la
fel de paguboasele abuzuri calitativiste. Aceasta
moderatie bazatd pe un spirit conciliant tran-
spare pe toatd lungimea lucrarii, autorul cautand
permanent sa depaseasca antinomiile in care s-a
crispat gandirea sociologica, tensiunile ajun-
gand chiar la un periculos punct de rupere a dis-
ciplinei intre o fractiune schismatica (calitativis-
mul) aflata intr-o permanenta stare beligeranta
cu ceea ce membrii acesteia numesc a fi socio-
logia cantitativista. Chiar dacd aceasta strategie
nu are cum s producd senzatie — moderatia fi-
ind prin excelenta caracterizatd de discretie si
precautie, pe cand extremismul cognitiv poate
transforma peste noapte autorul unei idei dintre
cele mai nastrugnice Intr-o vedeta intelectuala —
Traian Rotariu este un om al nuantelor. Ca de
exemplu, atunci cand, tratand delicata problema
araportului dintre contingent si necesar in onto-
logia fenomenelor sociale, insistd pentru evi-
dentierea variabilitatii gradului de arbitrar a di-
feritelor componente ale lumii sociale (p. 122).
De exemplu, anumite conventii, precum circu-
latia masinilor pe banda dreapta a carosabilului



Sociologie Roméaneasca, volumul XIV, Nr. 1, 2016, pp. 93—-100 95

ori regula offside-ului in fotbal sunt complet
contingente, 1n sensul ca ar fi putut fi cu totul
altfel, ceea ce le confera statutul de arbitrar cul-
tural. Alte conventii, precum banii ca mediu de
schimb ori familia ca institutie de organizare a
relatiilor de reproducere sunt marcate de un grad
ridicat de necesitate sociald, dacd nu absoluta
(exista societati In care economia este organi-
zatd in baza schimbului in naturd), atunci cel pu-
tin in anumite circumstante de dezvoltare soci-
ald (modernitatea ar fi inconceptibild fara un
mijloc de schimb standardizat). La fel de rezo-
nabil — opus solutiilor radicale — se arata autorul
si in problematica contondenta a raportului din-
tre naturd si cultura, transpus in stiintele sociale
sub forma opozitiei dintre biologic si sociocul-
tural in definirea omului $i umanitatii. Desigur
ca sociologia, prin specificul disciplinei, privi-
legiaza factorii socioculturali, in special efectul
instantelor de socializare in modelarea, inte-
leasa chiar ca ,,umanizare”, a fapturii biologice.
Cu toate acestea, desi isi asuma celebra formula
trialectica elaborata de Peter L. Berger si Tho-
mas Luckmann (2008, p. 89) [1966] —,,Societa-
tea este un produs uman. Societatea este o reali-
tate obiectiva. Omul este un produs social” —
Traian Rotariu nu exclude ab initio influente
provenind din zestrea geneticd a omului, nici ro-
lul mediului natural in modelarea unor aspecte
ale realitatii sociale. Dimpotriva, spre oripilarea
multora, este dispus chiar sa acorde un rol, e-
adevarat ca limitat, inclusiv atat de dispretuitei
sociobiologii avansatd de Edward O. Wilson
(2003) [1980] ca teorie generala a socialitatii fi-
intelor biologice (Rotariu, 2016, 131). Om al
nuantelor, fara indoiald, dar — trebuie adiugat
numaidecat — un om al nuantelor tari, Intrucat
Traian Rotariu nu urmareste calea de mijloc ca
principiu in sine, ci, evitand cu grija capcanele
extremismelor, se plaseaza apoi cu hotarare pe
pozitii clar asumate inauntrul spectrului de po-
zitii intermediare.

in al doilea rand, demersul epistemologic
desfasurat in paginile cartii este ,,rezonabil” in
sensul mai tare al termenului, ca derivat al cu-
vantului rational. Traian Rotariu este un apo-
loget al rationalitatii inteleasa Intr-o tripla ipos-
taza: 1) rationalitatea epistemologica a stiintei,

cu referire la faptul cd cunoasterea stiintifica
este un demers rational care, urmarit cu preca-
utie metodologica, asigura ajungerea la con-
cluzii caracterizate de un grad ridicat de obiec-
tivitate; i) rationalitatea metodologica a
demersului stiintific, in sensul cd metodologia
cu care opereaza stiinta, desi nu este radical di-
ferita de mijloacele epistemice ale simtului co-
mun, conduce numaidecat la o cunoastere su-
perioara celei practice. Asadar, alegerea ei in
detrimentul altor metode epistemice este justi-
ficata rational de superioritatea cognitiva a re-
zultatelor obtinute; iii) rationalitatea cotidiana
a actorului social, in sensul cé individul obis-
nuit este inzestrat cu ratiune, ghidandu-se dupa
aceasta 1n activitatile sale de zi cu zi. Desigur,
nu este vorba despre o ratiune abstractd sau
purd, ci despre ceea ce Herbert A. Simon
(1957) a numit inca de acum mai bine de juma-
tate de secol In urma ,rationalitate limitata”
(bounded rationality). Aceasta rationalitate in-
trinseca a actorului social sta la baza ,,principi-
ului caritatii” formulat de Donald Davidson
(1973) ca precept metodologic constand in
atribuirea din oficiu a rationalittii actorului
social in vederea intelegerii actiunii acestuia.
In caz contrar, observatorul extern risca s con-
sidere actiuni cu care nu este foarte familiar ca
expresie a irationalitatii, cand de fapt cel care
le realizeaza are motive bine intemeiate pentru
a se comporta asa cum o face. Spre exemplu,
dansul ploii realizat ca mijloc ritualic de invo-
care a precipitatiilor poate fi cu usurinta etiche-
tat ca irational. Totusi, contextualizand ratio-
nalitatea la sistemul de credinte al
practicantilor, in care ploaia este provocata de
o deitate a carei vointa poate fi modificata prin
mijloace ritualice, dansul ploii apare ca o mo-
dalitate rationald de a provoca reactii meteoro-
logice. Aceastd premisa a rationalitatii impli-
cite a actorului social fundamenteaza optiunea
lui Traian Rotariu pentru ,,individualism meto-
dologic” ca principiu analitic care recomanda
ca explicarea unui fenomen social sd coboare
pana la motivele, intentiile, ratiunile si scopu-
rile care au stat in baza actiunilor sociale ale
indivizilor.
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In privinta stilului constructiei argumenta-
tive si a administrarii expunerii, cartea se pre-
zinta intr-o arhitecturd dihotomica, avansand
din capitol in capitol — si uneori chiar induntrul
capitolelor — prin contrapunerea fatd in fatd a
unor pozitii antinomice. In primul capitol, so-
ciologia este trecutd printr-un tablou de sapte
distinctii dihotomice — (1) stiinte logico-mate-
matice vs. stiinte empirice, (2) stiinte ale natu-
rii vs. stiinte socioumane, (3) stiinte ale unor
fenomene simple vs. stiinte ale unor fenomene
complexe, (4) stiinte experimentale vs. stiinte
observationale, (5) stiinte ale fenomenelor
anistorice vs. stiinte ale fenomenelor istorice,
(6) stiinte fundamentale vs. stiinte aplicative,
respectiv (7) stiinte nomotetice vs. stiinte idio-
grafice —autorul conchizand ca sociologia este
o stiintd socioumana fundamentala cu caracter
empiric ce studiaza fapte complexe de repetitie
(dar si de succesiune), ceea ce 1i conferd un sta-
tut cvasinomotetic (p. 38). Fundamentele me-
todologice (si mai ales epistemologice) ale sti-
intelor sociale in general si ale sociologiei in
particular se prezinta astfel sub forma unor bi-
noame antitetice, intre care autorul navigheaza
cand cu prudentd, atunci cand opteaza pentru o
cale de mijloc — cum este cazul optiunii pentru
un ,,constructionism slab” sau pentru caracte-
rizarea sociologiei ca ,stiintd cvasinomote-
tica” —, cand cu impetuozitate, atunci cand se
decide transant in favoarea uneia dintre partile
aflate in disputa. Asa este cazul atunci cand au-
torul isi asuma pozitia boudoniana a individu-
alismului metodologic (desi, ontologic, adera
la o forma de holism), ori cand afirma, fara
ocolisuri, ca ,,nu existd «cercetare calitativa»”
in sensul de traditie de cercetare stiintifica dis-
punand de propriul esafodaj de metode si teh-
nici de cercetare care sa asigure un rezultat al
demersului de investigare al realitatii sociale
deprivat de orice referintd numerica. ,,Expresia
«cercetare calitativa»”, subliniaza Traian Ro-
tariu, este doar o ,,gaselnitd lingvistica” folo-
sitd pentru a recicla, in fapt, conceptii de mult
consacrate in filosofia stiintei care toate au la
baza diferentierea dintre stiintele naturii (Na-
turwissenschaft) si cele ale spiritului (Geistes-
wissenschaften) (p. 70). Autorul distinge intre

»extinderi legitime”, cum este cazul celor de la
date de natura calitativa la metode si tehnici ca-
litative, si ,.extinderi nelegitime”, care tran-
sfera caracterul calitativ de la nivelul tehnico-
metodologic la cel superior al epistemologiei,
ajungand in acest urcus chiar sa postuleze o
»ontologie calitativistd” In care granita exis-
tentiald dintre subiectul cunoscator i realitatea
sociald pe care acesta isi propune sd o cunoasca
dispare cu desavarsire. Nu exista cercetare ca-
litativista decat in sensul unei doctrine episte-
mologice al carei model de a cerceta socialul
se defineste in contrapartidd cu modelul de
paie al unui pozitivism pe care il incarca cu
toate pacatele imputabile celui mai impenitent
scientism!. Or o asemenea paradigma episte-
mologica, care proscrie din principiu recurge-
rea la ori ce fel de date si metode sau tehnici ce
ar avea de-a face cu masurarea sau numdrarea,
este mai curand o dogma ce prejudiciaza pro-
cesul cunoasterii, deprivandu-1 pe cercetator
de instrumente puternice care i-ar putea facilita
intelegerea realitatii sociale. Si din acest punct
de vedere, consideratiile sale rezoneaza cu po-
zitia expusa de Petru Ilut (1997) in Abordarea
calitativa a socioumanului, care atragea aten-
tia Inca de acum doua decenii asupra pericole-
lor unui calitativism radical. Deconectat osten-
tativ de metodologia cantitativa, calitativismul
aluneca Inspre ,,fantezii interpretativist-subiec-
tiviste” care nici macar nu mai gloseaza pe
marginea realitdtii sociale. Solutia la astfel de
derapaje, impartasita intru totul si de catre Tra-
ian Rotariu, consta in ,,sustinerea unui calitati-
vism dublat de rigoare si, in mare masura, in-
terferat cu un cantitativism flexibil, intelept,
debarasat de pozitivismul dogmatic” (Ilut,
1997, 7).

Aceste ,,consideratii inoportune” pe care
Traian Rotariu le rosteste raspicat, dupa cum
insusi autorul pare convins cé se va intampla,
ii vor consolida statutul de cantitativist nvete-
rat al sociologiei pozitiviste, un ,, die-hard” al
hegemoniei pozitiviste In metodologia cerce-
tarii sociale! O lecturd a cartii lipsitd de preju-
decati va descoperi in Traian Rotariu un cam-
pion al rezonabilitatii, care denunta pe atat de
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aspru excesele cuantificizante ale cantitavis-
mului pe cat de neingaduitor se aratd fatd de
antiscientismul explicit al curentelor ultracali-
tativiste. Sobrietatea caracteristicd scriiturii
lui Traian Rotariu il impiedicd pe acesta sa
dezvolte accente de o aciditate satirica precum
cele ce dau atdta savoare criticilor necruta-
toare ficute de Stanislav Andreski (1972). in
lucrarea sa cu caracter explicit iconoclast, in-
titulatd provocator Social Science as Sorcery,
Andreski duce mai departe critica unui alt est
european refugiat in lumea occidentala — Piti-
rim A. Sorokin —, cel care a denuntat ,,cuanto-
frenia” empirismului american vadit in cerce-
tarile lui Paul F. Lazarsfeld. Pentru Andreski,
sociologia cuantofrenica este o ,,vrajitorie”, in
care cuantificarea este folosita pe post de pa-
ravan pentru a camufla vidul de sens ce se as-
cunde 1n spatele datelor (capitolul 10 din car-
tea sa poartd titlul , Quantification as
Camouflage”, pp. 123—143). Fara sa mearga
atat de departe, Traian Rotariu isi inteapa to-
tusi colegii de breasla care abuzeazi, cu sau
fara buna-stiintd, de posibilitatile metodolo-
giei, Incercand ,,sa masoare si ceea ce este ne-
masurabil” (Rotariu, 2016, 51). Nu sunt scutiti
de ironia autorului nici scépdrile confratilor
sociologi care, in ore de maxima audienta pot
prezenta in emisiuni TV rezultatele unei in-
vestigatii privind comportamentul sexual adu-
cand la cunostinta telespectatorilor faptul ca
frecventa medie a relatiilor sexuale in cazul
barbatilor este aproape de doud ori mai mare
decat in cazul femeilor (pp. 52-53). Nu atat
ipoteza homosexualitatii masculine a romani-
lor ar trebui verificata in cazul acestor contra-
riante rezultate, pe cét cea a dezirabilitatii so-
ciale care afecteazd in sensuri diferite
declaratiile sexuale ale barbatilor, respectiv
ale femeilor.

.Inoportunitatea” volumului se trage de la
faptul ca acesta se mpotriveste exceselor fa-
cute de catre cantitativism, pe care le taxeaza
nu fara o doza de ironie, pe cat se opune curen-
tului autonomizant al calitativismului, in ras-
parul caruia autorul mobilizeaza o masi con-
vingdtoare de argumente. Echilibrul pozitiei pe
care si-o asumd Traian Rotariu in mijlocul

acestor valtori in care este prinsd cunoasterea
sociologicd, expresie a unei rezonabilitati epis-
temologice, confera volumului o paradoxala
calitate /iminald, aceea de a fi ,,in betwixt "-ul
pozitiilor radicale care isi disputd Intaietatea in
filosofia si metodologia stiintelor sociale. Insa
nu il gasim pe autor intotdeauna atat de conci-
liant in moderatia pe care o profeseaza. in pro-
blema spinoasa a adevarului, Traian Rotariu da
in vileag ,,scamatoria” la care recurg construc-
tivistii cognitivi radicali In argumentarea tezei
relativitatii sociale a cunoasterii (inclusiv a sti-
intei), aceea de a substitui ,,problema adevaru-
lui propozitiilor” cu ,,problema credintei oa-
menilor in acest adevar” (p. 140). Traian
Rotariu nu se sfieste sa il arate cu degetul pe
Michel Foucault, figura iconica a curentului
postmodernist, ca prim responsabil pentru
aceasta ,,smecherie” epistemica de care se pre-
valeazd constructivistii cognitivi. In valoroa-
sele sale studii, Foucault a aratat cum s-au ar-
ticulat discursiv ceea ce el numeste ,,regimuri
de adevar”, punand in lumind mecanismele de
producere sociala a adevarului. De observat ca
Foucault vorbeste de adevar, cand in fapt ar fi
trebuit sa se refere la ,,adevar” (deci la credin-
tele luate ca adevarate la un moment dat, intr-o
anumitd cultura sau societate). O utilizare judi-
cioasa a ghilimelelor, pentru a indica diferenta
dintre sensul I, epistemologic, al adevarului si
sensul II, social, al ,,adevarului” (adica ceea ce
cred oamenii ca e adevarat, fara sa fie necesar-
mente astfel) se impune pentru maximizarea
claritatii semantice a discursului. Adeptii con-
structivismului cognitiv radical nu doar ca nu
diferentiazd intre cele doud sensuri — epistemo-
logic si social — ale adevarului, ci si ridiculi-
zeaza pretentia de adevar a stiintelor, folosind
ghilimele exact invers decat in sugestia de mai
sus, pe post de ghilimele ironice. ,,Adevarul”
unei teorii este intotdeauna pus intre ghilimele,
tocmai pentru a sugera absurditatea si naivita-
tea epistemicad a oamenilor de stiinta care cred
in posibilitatea de adevar a propozitiilor care
au supravietuit testdrilor empirice. Or, dupa
cum arata si Traian Rotariu, urméand argumen-
tele unor critici ai relativismului precum John
Searle sau Paul Boghossian, la rigoare (adica
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daca e sa fim consecventi logic pana la capat),
intreaga argumentatie a constructivistilor cog-
nitivi radicali ar trebui pusa intre ghilimele, in-
trucat in concluziile lor revendica tocmai ceea
ce neaga in principiu, anume valoare de ade-
var. Dupa cum este punctat in carte, construc-
tivistii/relativistii cognitivi (termenii sunt
cvasi-intersanjabili) nu pot pretinde pentru
propriile concluzii un statut epistemic special,
excluzandu-si propriile afirmatii de principiul
pe care ei insisi il indicd a fi universal, acela al
conditiondrii sau chiar determinarii sociocultu-
rale a cunoasterii.

Pozitionari similare, prefatate intotdeauna
de o clarificare semanticd a termenilor aflati in
disputd urmatd de argumentari riguroase ale
propriei optiuni, au loc Tnduntrul fiecarui capi-
tol. Cum recenzia de fatd nu isi propune sa faca
sarcina cititorului, care daca este interesat de
problematica epistemologiei sociale va trebui
sd se confrunte singur cu argumentatia dezvol-
tatd in volum, voi pune capdt aici rezumarii
continutului cartii. Voi adduga doar ca lucrarea
scrisd de Traian Rotariu nu este ceea ce in mod
conventional se numeste o carte captivanta (in-
trucat trateaza chestiuni relativ ezoterice),
dupa cum nici nu debordeaza in originalitate
(asa cum, cu prea multd modestie, Insusi auto-
rul marturiseste in repetate randuri). Cititorul
aflat in goana dupa senzational, care sperd sa
gaseasca o schimbare kuhniana de paradigma
ori vreo rupturd epistemologica (Gaston Ba-
chelard), va trebui sa caute in alta parte. Ce va
gasi in paginile cértii este o infrastructura con-
ceptuald a epistemologiei sociale, ale carei pi-
loni notionali, prezentati sub formd de bi-
noame antitetice, sunt supusi unei foarte
meticuloase operatiuni de clarificare seman-
tica. In spiritul si practica filosofiei analitice,
Traian Rotariu procedeaza la lamurirea con-
ceptuala a principalilor termeni cu care ope-
reazd discursul epistemologiei stiintelor soci-
ale, atdt de uzati si abuzati in neincetatele
dispute purtate Intre practicantii acestora pana
la desfigurarea semanticd a intelesurilor lor
originale. Volumul asazd, dupd cum promite
inca din titlu, fundamente(le) metodologice (si
mai ales epistemologice) ale stiintelor sociale,

fixand termenii — cu maximum de claritate
conceptuald — pentru o discutie informata asu-
pra statutului epistemic al sociologiei. Dincolo
de aceasta binevenita functie prolegomenica —
aceea de a stabili termenii de baza pentru o
dezbatere asupra posibilitatilor de cunoastere a
sociologiei — volumul expliciteaza profesiunea
de credintd epistemologicd a unuia dintre cei
mai longevivi si reputati practicanti ai ultimei
jumatati de veac ai sociologiei romanesti.
Vareusi cartea de fatd sa fie mai mult decat
un prolegomenon epistemologic al stiintelor
sociale? Altfel spus, va putea cartea sa schimbe
convingeri, adicd si aiba un efect persuasiv? In
primul rand, trebuie spus ca autorul nici nu 1si
propune un tel prozelitist, de a realiza conver-
tiri. Cartea nu urmareste sa propovaduiasca o
doctrind epistemologicd, in spetd realismul
constructionist pe care il imbratiseaza autorul,
ci se rezuma la a supune unei scrupuloase ana-
lize critice diverse pozitii, curente si teorii
aflate in litigiu in stiintele sociale. In al doilea
rand, dupa cum 1insusi Traian Rotariu suge-
reaza, o asemenea tentativa ar fi din capul lo-
cului sortitd esecului. Aceasta nu atat datorita
caracterului neconvingator al argumentului, ci
faptului ca adeptii constructivismului si relati-
vismului cognitiv radical resping Insasi bazele
logico-rationale ale discursului, pe care le con-
siderd a fi de asemenea conventii arbitrare care
sustin pretentiile de putere ale celor care le
apara (aratandu-i cu degetul pe oamenii de sti-
intd si toti intelectualii care insistd pentru rati-
onalitatea discursului academic). Desigur,
neacceptand bazele rationale ale discursului,
adeptii doctrinelor epistemologice mentionate
mai sus nu doar cd intrd in contradictie fla-
granta cu propriile lor sustineri (pe care trebuie
sd le scoatd de sub incidenta teoriilor pe care le
afirma), ci submineaza nsesi conditiile de in-
teligibilitate ale discursului (in cazul in care
sunt consecventi cu propriile sustineri si nu re-
curg la stratagema ,auto-exceptarii”’). Or in
fata unor persoane care se sustrag normelor de
rationalitate discursiva, orice argumentare, in-
diferent de forta ei persuasiva, are valabilitate
doar Tnauntrul cadrului discursiv marcat de
acele norme de rationalitate pe care acestia le
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vad ca pure conventii arbitrare. Problema este
ca parasind aceste cadre (e-adevarat, conventi-
onale, dar nu si arbitrare) ale rationalitatii dis-
cursive, Insasi inteligibilitatea discursului este
compromisa. lar insistenta cu care constructi-
vistii si relativistii cognitivi radicali afirma
conventionalitatea arbitrara inclusiv a acestor
criterii de rationalitate care garanteaza inteligi-
bilitatea discursului fac ca opozitia lor fata de
realism (inclusiv in formule mai ,,blande” care
incorporeazd accente constructioniste) sa fie
cu totul ireconciliabila.

Una dintre putinele critici care pot fi aduse
cartii are de-a face cu titlul ei, Fundamente me-
todologice ale stiintei sociale. Faptul ca titlul
face referire la stiintele sociale, desi cartea pri-
vilegiaza in mod vadit sociologia ca material
ilustrativ, nu prezintd neajunsuri serioase, atat
datorita transdisciplinaritatii metodologiei cat
si profilului disciplinar al autorului ca sociolog
si demograf. Ceea ce nedumereste, in schimb,
este optiunea pentru fundamente metodologice
si nu epistemologice. Lucrarea nu expune, in
mod sistematic, o analiza teoretica a metodelor
de cunoastere, ci se angajeaza, cel mai adesea,
in discutii asupra teoriilor cunoasterii socialu-
lui, adica pe epistemologie. Chiar primul capi-
tol, ,,Sociologia ca stiintd”, este prin excelenta
o analiza a statutului epistemologic al discipli-
nei, iar capitolul secund, desi trateaza dihoto-
mia clasici a paradigmelor metodologice,
,Cantitativ si calitativ in cercetarea stiintelor

Nota

' Expresia ,,model de paie” este calchiatd dupa
clasica eroare de argumentatie ce poartd denumirea
de ,,omul de paie” (straw man), constand in crearea
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sociale”, muta rapid discutia In zona epistemo-
logica. De asemenea, in ciuda denumirii de
»individualism/holism metodologic”, acestea
nu sunt atat metode propriu-zise, pe cat optiuni
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lului. Capitolul despre ,,Realism sau construc-
tivism”, unul dintre capitolele centrale nu doar
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drul capitolului care trateazd monismul si dua-
lismul metodologic tine de o epistemologie a
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sumard a metodelor de culegere a informatiei
in stiintele sociale” este univoc metodologic,
dar acesta apare mai mult ca un apendice me-
todologic la un volum epistemologic. Dincolo
de acest inconvenient, volumul este o foarte
utila analiza a reperelor epistemologice ale so-
ciologiei, meritul sdu incontestabil constind in
lamurirea semantica a conceptelor de baza uti-
lizate in practic orice discurs care isi propune
sd reflecteze asupra conditiei epistemice a sti-
intelor sociale. Factorul personal, regésibil in
lucrare sub forma explicitarii propriei profesi-
uni de credinta epistemologica a lui Traian Ro-
tariu, completeaza reflexivitatea disciplinara a
sociologiei, obsedatd, asa cum am prezentat la
inceputul acestui text, de propria sa conditie
epistemica, cu actul de auto-reflexivitate epis-
temologica al insusi autorului.
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Conferinta internationala

Quality of Life: a Challenge for Social Policy
(Calitatea vietii: o provocare pentru politicile
sociale), Bucuresti, 2325 aprilie 2015

Maria Livia Stefanescu®

Institutul de Cercetare a Calitatii Vietii, Academia Romana

Conferinta internationald ,,Quality of Life:
a Challenge for Social Policy” a fost organi-
zata cu ocazia implinirii a 25 de ani de la infi-
intarea Institutului de Cercetare a Calitatii Vi-
etii (ICCV). Infiintarea ICCV a avut loc intr-un
moment de schimbare sociala si politica pentru
societatea romaneasca. In acelasi timp, pe plan
international guvernele au realizat importanta
studierii conceptului de ,,calitate a vietii” pen-
tru societate, astfel incat, la inceputul anilor
’90, in mai multe tari europene si nord ameri-
cane au fost deschise centre de cercetare a ca-
litatii vietii. Asadar, prin activitatea si rezulta-
tele sale stiintifice, ICCV poate constitui un
reper esential pentru comunitatea academica.

Catalin Zamfir, Director al Institutului
de Cercetare a Calititii Vietii, mentioneaza
importanta institutului in studiul acestui
domeniu de referinta al sociologiei: ,, Cei 25
de ani de tranzitie ai Romdniei au reprezentat
pentru ICCV una dintre sansele istorice rare
(unice) pe care am incercat sa o valorificam:
sa contribuim, ca institut de cercetare, la re-
constructia societdtii noastre. Au fost mo-
mente de entuziasm dar, inevitabil, si de dez-
amagire. ICCV a contribuit la elaborarea si
evaluarea politicilor sociale, avand ca ultim
obiectiv construirea unei societdti bune. Am
acordat totodata o atentie speciala probleme-
lor sociale cu care Romdnia se confrunta:
problema sardciei, situatia si problemele so-
cial-economice ale populatiei de romi, copiii

in sardcie sau chiar abandonati. Am incercat
sa facem diagnoze cdat mai exacte ale proble-
melor cu care societatea noastrd se confruntd
si am explorat solutiile posibile. In ultimii ani,
am dezvoltat o paradigma pe care o conside-
ram de viitor: instrumentele teoretice si meto-
dologice ale dezvoltarii/schimbarii sociale
proiectate. Si pentru ca visul Revolutiei ro-
mdne a fost promovarea bundstarii, am dez-
voltat un program pe termen lung de cercetare
a calitatii vietii, considerdnd ca este de res-
ponsabilitatea noastrda sa monitorizam intre-
gul proces. In majoritatea temelor abordate,
ICCV a avut meritul pionieratului, consoli-
ddandu-si prestigiul competentei in domenii
cruciale de cercetare-dezvoltare”.

Conferinta a avut loc in perioada 23-25
aprilie 2015, la Bucuresti si a fost organizata de
ICCV in parteneriat cu Asociatia Romana de
Sociologie, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Romania,
Institutul National de Cercetiri Economice
‘Costin C. Kiritescu” (INCE) si Asociatia
Catalactica. La congres au participat 200 de cer-
cetatori: 150 din Romania si 50 de cercetatori
din strainatate.

Totodata au fost prezenti si reprezentanti ai
guvernului, care au subliniat importanta studi-
ului calitatii vietii in cadrul sesiunii plenare a
congresului. Dna Rovana Plumb, ministrul
Muncii, Familiei, Protectiei Sociale si Persoa-
nelor Varstnice, a mentionat urmatoarele:
,, Obiectivul oricarui Guvern este, trebuie sa

* Institutul de Cercetare a Calitatii Vietii, Academia Romana, Calea 13 Septembrie nr.13, sector 5, Bucuresti.

E-mail: livia.stefanescu@gmail.com.
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fie acela de a creste calitatea vietii. Mi-as fi
dorit ca decidentii politici sa tina seama mai
mult de aceasta oglinda sociala. Tot ce faceti
trebuie sd fie un ghid pentru orice decident po-
litic. Va consider un partener si un reper (...)
Impreund, putem parcurge un drum corect, co-
erent, sa trecem la o societate incluziva, cu o
calitate a vietii mult mai bund, comparabild cu
modelul european”.

In cadrul sesiunii plenare au luat cuvantul
mai multi experti internationali: profesorii
Filomena Maggino (Universitatea din Florenta),
Christian Suter (Universitatea din Neuchatel),
Claire Wallace (Universitatea din Aberdeen)
si prof. emerit Ruut Veenhoven (Universitatea
Erasmus din Rotterdam).

De asemenea, in cadrul conferintei au fost
lansate cinci carti ale cercetatorilor din ICCV:

* Sociologia romaneasca: 1900-2010. O isto-
rie sociala — Catalin Zamfir, Iancu Filipescu
(coordonatori), Elena Zamfir, Simona Ilie,
Simona Maria Stanescu, Maria Iordache;

* Dictionar de calitatea vietii — loan
Marginean, Marian Vasile (coordonatori);

+ Asistenta sociald in Romania dupa 25 de
ani: raspuns la problemele tranzitiei
(texte selectate) — Elena Zamfir, Simona
Maria Stinescu, Daniel Arpinte (coordona-
tori);

* Studii sociologice 2004-2014 — Ioan
Marginean;

* Minimul de trai. Instrument in politicile
sociale — Adina Mihailescu.

In cadrul Conferintei ,,Quality of Life: a
Challenge for Social Policy” au fost organizate
trei mese rotunde cu experti la nivel national.
Reuniunile sunt urmatoarele: Joi, 23 aprilie:
Acces pe piata muncii si calitatea vietii.
Masa rotunda a fost organizata in colaborare cu
Friedrich Ebert Roménia. Moderator a fost
Victoria Stoiciu, coordonator programe la
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung. Alaturi de Prof. dr.
Catalin Zamfir, director al ICCV, au prezentat
Manuela Stanculescu (cercetdtor stiintific
ICCV), Ilie Gheorghe (vicepresedinte Blocul
National Sindical) si Codrin Scutaru (secretar

de stat, Ministerul Muncii, Familiei, Protectiei
Sociale si Persoanelor Varstnice). Vineri, 24
aprilie: Viitorul sociologiei. Moderator a fost,
din partea ICCV, dr. Bogdan Voicu, cercetator.
Au participat la dezbatere Prof. dr. Catalin
Zamfir, director al ICCV, Prof. dr. Vasile
Dancu, sociolog, si dr. Horatiu Rusu, cerceta-
tor. Vineri, 24 aprilie: Nowadays surveys.
Moderator din partea ICCV a fost Prof. dr. Ioan
Marginean, director adjunct ICCV. Au partici-
pat in calitate de experti dr. Dorel Abraham, dr.
Mircea Comsa, dr. Mirel Palada.

Conferinta a fost organizata in 25 de secti-
uni principale:

1. Well-being and the quality of life in ageing
societies — theoretical and empirical chal-
lenges.

2. Using subjective well-being and quality of
life indicators in public policy: a Latin
American perspective.

3. Environment, consumption & sustainabil-
ity: cross-disciplinary perspectives.

4. Social and geopolitical changes in XXI
century.

5. Assessing the rule of social relations.

6. Inequality and well-being: methodological
considerations and comparative perspec-
tives.

7. Social beliefs and subjective well-being in
post-transitional societies.

8. Precarious prosperity and quality of life.

9. Changes in work and employment: new di-
rections in the sociology of work.

10. Social policy as a tool for sustainable de-
velopment.

11. European societies: changes in social val-
ues and social relations.

12. Impact of international migration on socie-
ties and quality of life.

13. Local development: experiences and chal-
lenges.

14. Gender equality and quality of life.
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15. Sustainable level of living in contemporary
world.

16. Healthy lifestyles and well-being.

17. Teaching social sciences in a changing uni-
versity landscape.

18. Child well-being: levels and correlates.
19. Quality of life in Romania.

20. Vicinities, communities and societies. New
trends and old pathways in social sciences.

21. Answers of the social economy to current
challenges on the labour market.

22. Strategies to improve school attendance.

23. Faces of resilience: from local view to glo-
bal issues.

24. Integrating subjective and objective mea-
sures of utility in rational choice theory.

25.Young people in changing social land-
scapes.

Trebuie sa mentiondm de asemenea cd in
cadrul conferintei internationale ,,Quality of
Life: a Challenge for Social Policy” a fost or-
ganizata o sesiune speciald de comunicéri pen-
tru doctoranzi si postdoctoranzi In data de 22
aprilie 2015.

Aceastd manifestare stiintifica a fost inti-
tulatd ,,Pluri si interdisciplinaritate: abordari
actuale”. In cadrul acesteia au fost organizate
4 sectiuni:
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Sectiunea 1. Transformari sociale recente.
Perspective integratoare asupra lumilor sociale.

Sectiunea 2. Puncte de vedere asupra rolu-
lui si locului sportului 1n societatea actuala.

Sectiunea 3. Arta si cultura — domenii de
cercetare pluridisciplinare.

Sectiunea 4. Noi provocdri in domeniul se-
curitatii internationale. Evolutii recente, ana-
lize si perspective.

Sesiunea de comunicari a fost realizata in
cadrul proiectului european ,,Pluri si interdis-
ciplinaritate In programe doctorale si postdoc-
torale”, proiect cofinantat din Fondul Social
European prin programul Operational Secto-
rial pentru Dezvoltarea Resurselor Umane
2007-2013.

Conferinta ,,Quality of Life: a Challenge
for Social Policy” a oferit noi perspective asu-
pra studiului calitatii vietii atdt din punct de
vedere academic, cat si din cel al cercetarii
aplicate. Calitatea participantilor si a lucrari-
lor prezentate subliniazd faptul ca domeniul
este in plind ascensiune.

Conferinta ,,Quality of Life: a Challenge
for Social Policy” a fost un eveniment stiintific
important al anului 2015, reunind cercetatori
din tard si strdinatate, aducand in prim plan
cele mai importante teme ale momentului, re-
usind si implicarea tinerilor doctoranzi.






Conferinta Nationala a Societatii Sociologilor

din Romania si Colocviul International

de Stiinte Sociale si ale Comunicariit ACUM 2015,
Brasov, 19-21 noiembrie 2015

Carmen Buzea*

Universitatea Transilvania din Brasov
Horatiu Rusu**

Universitatea ,,Lucian Blaga” din Sibiu

Universitatea Transilvania din Brasov a
gazduit 1n perioada 19-21 noiembrie 2015 un
eveniment stiintific care a reunit conferinta
anuala a Societatii Sociologilor din Romania
(SSR) si Colocviul International de Stiinte So-
ciale si ale Comunicarii ACUM 2015, mani-
festarea periodica a facultatii bragovene de so-
ciologie. Conferinta SSR s-a aflat la a sasea
editie, In timp ce Colocviul ACUM a numarat
a opta editie. La eveniment au participat peste
180 de cadre didactice, cercetatori stiintifici si
doctoranzi din 38 de universitati si institute de
cercetare din tard si strainatate.

Manifestarea si-a propus sa ofere cadrul
pentru prezentarea si dezbaterea datelor recente
de cercetare, a ideilor si dezvoltarilor concep-
tuale, dar si pentru formarea ori consolidarea
retelelor personale si institutionale in vederea
initierii unor colaborari viitoare in domeniul
cercetrii. In deschiderea evenimentului au
transmis mesaje de intdmpinare prof. dr. ing.
Ioan Vasile Abrudan, Rectorul Universitatii
Transilvania din Bragov, si prof. dr. Horatiu
Rusu, Presedintele Societatii Sociologilor din
Romania. Conferinta a debutat cu doua prezen-
tari, realizate in plen. Prima a fost sustinuta de
prof. dr. Hiromasa Tanaka de la Universitatea
Meisei, School of Humanities and Social Scien-
ces, Japonia, cu tema ,, 4 linguistic approach to
management research: Leadership discourse in

English as Lingua”. Cea de-a doua a fost susti-
nuta de prof. dr. Silviu Coposescu de la Univer-
sitatea Transilvania din Brasov, Facultatea de
Sociologie si Comunicare, avand ca tema ,, Re-
levanta antropologiei aplicate”.

Un numar de 12 sectiuni au vizat tematici
si domenii actuale si au reunit experti, cerceta-
tori, doctoranzi, dar si studenti ai universitatii
gazda. Sectiunile au fost coordonate de socio-
logi din diverse institutii academice din tara:

* Alegeri si comportament electoral in postco-
munism — coordonator Andrei Gheorghita,
Universitatea ,,Lucian Blaga” din Sibiu;

« Imbitranire, relatii intergenerationale si par-
curs de viatd — coordonatori Lucian Marina,
Universitatea ,,1 Decembrie 1918” din Alba
Tulia, si Horatiu Rusu, Universitatea ,,Lucian
Blaga” din Sibiu;

* Munca si gestiunea resursei umane in con-
text organizational — coordonator Carmen
Buzea, Universitatea ,,Transilvania” din
Brasov;

« Intre oglinzile socialului: supradeterminri
ale publicurilor — coordonatori Cristian Pop,
Adrian Sirbu si Silviu Totelecan, Academia
Romana, Filiala Cluj-Napoca;

* Diversitate culturald, identitate si sanatate —
coordonatori Luiza Mesesan Schmitz, Uni-
versitatea ,,Transilvania” din Brasov si Delia

* Universitatea Transilvania din Brasov, Eroilor, 29, 50036, E-mail: carmen.buzea@unitbv.ro.
** Universitatea ,,Lucian Blaga” din Sibiu, Victoriei, 10, 550024, E-mail: horatiu.rusu@ulbsibiu.ro.
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Stefenel, Universitatea ,,Lucian Blaga” din
Sibiu;

* Educatia. O criza perpetuda? — coordonator
Robert Reisz, Universitatea de Vest din
Timigoara;

+ Consecintele migratiei internationale — coor-
donatori Monica Serban si Bogdan Voicu,
Institutul de Cercetare a Calitatii Vietii, Aca-
demia Romana;

 Timpul in sociologie si In domeniile conexe
— coordonator Marian Preda, Universitatea
din Bucuresti;

+ Reprezentari ale genului si varstei prin
media si obiecte, coordonatori Laura
Grunberg si Cosima Rughinis, Universita-
tea din Bucuresti;

* Ipostaze ale institutionalizarii sociologiei
din Romania n secolul XX — coordonator
Zoltan Rostas, Universitatea din Bucuresti;

+ Politica sociala in timpurile noastre: mai este
calitatea vietii un obiectiv? — coordonatori
Anita Preoteasa si Simona Stanescu, Institu-
tul de Cercetare a Calitatii Vietii, Academia
Romana;

* Antropologia socioculturald — coordonator
Silviu Coposescu, Universitatea ,,Transilva-
nia” din Brasov.

Un moment apreciat a fost cel al lansarilor
de carte, noua aparitii editoriale fiind prezentate
si dezbatute. Sectiunea a fost moderata de conf.
dr. Stefan Ungurean. De asemenea, SSR si-a
desfasurat Adunarea Generald, urand bun venit

noilor membri si analizand infiintarea unor noi
grupuri de lucru. Au fost discutate o serie de
subiecte de interes pentru comunitatea sociolo-
gilor din Romania printre care accesul la finan-
tari nationale si internationale, initiativa SSR
de a sustine introducerea sociologiei ca disci-
plina obligatorie in licee. Totodata a fost plani-
ficat evenimentul viitor al SSR, respectiv con-
ferinta internationald cu titlul generic ,, New
Societies, Old Minorities/New Minorities, Old
Societies?”, gazduita de Universitatea ,,Lucian
Blaga” din Sibiu, in perioada 29 septembrie —
1 octombrie 2016.

Avand in vedere ca in prezent majoritatea
centrelor universitare din tara parcurg o etapa
de ,,predare a stafetei”, de la generatiile care au
contribuit la Infiintarea si dezvoltarea scolilor
de sociologie catre generatiile mai tinere de so-
ciologi, majoritatea absolventi ai acestor scoli
dupd anul 1989, se poate anticipa nevoia de
creare sau intarire a cooperarii atat in planul re-
latiilor interpersonale, cat si la nivel inter-insti-
tutional. In acest sens, participarea la eveni-
mente si manifestari stiintifice este principalul
vector de dezvoltare a relatiilor profesionale cu
colegi din celelalte centre universitare. Se
poate spune cad aceastd nevoie de formare ori
consolidare a cooperdrii stiintifice s-a facut
simtita si in cadrul evenimentelor gazduite de
Universitatea Transilvania din Brasov, fapt do-
vedit nu doar de numarul participantilor, ci si
de consistenta si intensitatea dezbaterilor din
cadrul sectiunilor si a momentelor informale.
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Daron Acemoglu si James Robinson,

De ce esueaza natiunile. Originile puterii,
ale saraciei si ale prosperitatii,

Editura Litera, Bucuresti, 2015, 592 p.

Exista o bogata literatura internationala de-
dicatd determinantilor cresterii si dezvoltdrii
economice, acestea fiind doud din problemele
cheie ale tuturor economiilor nationale si ale
statelor lumii. Intre acesti determinanti as dori
sd amintesc diferentele geografice intre statele
din Nord si cele din Sud, schimbarea tehnolo-
gicd, investitiile in educatie, investitiile in cer-
cetare si dezvoltare, deschiderea fatad de co-
mertul international, institutiile politice si
economice, nivelul costurilor de tranzactie, fa-
cilitatile pentru initiativele antreprenoriale, re-
ligiozitatea, motivatia de realizare sau capita-
lul social.

Lucrarea la care doresc sd ma refer a fost
elaborata de un economist de la Massachusets
Institute of Technology si de un politolog de la
Universitatea Harvard fiind publicatd pentru
prima data in 2012 (2015, in traducere roma-
neascd). Cartea lui Daron Acemoglu si James
Robinson este dedicatd rolului institutiilor po-
litice si economice in cresterea si dezvoltarea
economicd. As dori sa fac precizarea ca dupa
parerea mea aceasta carte este una din contri-
butiile de varf la nivel mondial care explica ro-
lul institutiilor in realizarea performantelor
economice, continuand o traditie remarcabila a
unor nume ilustre precum Olson (1999), North
(2003) sau Knack si Keefer (1995).

Pe de alta parte trebuie mentionat faptul ca
sunt destul de putine analize statistice in litera-
tura internationala in care s-a reusit estimarea
contributiei factorilor institutionali la realizarea
cresterii economice. Intr-un articol din 2001,
care a precedat publicarea cartii, Acemoglu,
impreund cu Johnson si Robinson au masurat
efectul institutiilor folosind ca variabila proxy
rata mortalitatii soldatilor europeni din fostele

colonii ale marilor puteri europene. Astfel,
autorii constatd ca in locurile unde europenii
au avut rate ridicate ale mortalitatii, ei au fost
mai favorabili institutiilor extractive. Folosind
analiza de regresie multi-nivel Acemoglu,
Johnson si Robinson ajung la concluzia unui
efect puternic al institutiilor asupra Produsului
Intern Brut per capita (Acemoglu, Johnson si
Robinson, 2001, 1369).

Ceea ce am constatat cu placuta surprin-
dere este ca autorii nu doar ca au scris o carte
foarte complexa, cu multe exemple, explicatii
si scrisd intr-un limbaj extrem de accesibil pu-
blicului larg, dar ei sunt gata sa probeze tot
ceea ce afirma cu explicatii statistice foarte la-
borioase pe care insd nu le includ in lucrare, ci
in articole apdrute in reviste economice de
varf, constatand la acesti autori o sofisticare
statistica impresionanta.

Primul capitol al cartii vine cu un exemplu
foarte ilustrativ pentru ceea ce autorii isi pro-
pun si explice. De ce doud orase despartite de
o granitd, Nogales, Arizona, Statele Unite ale
Americii si Nogales, Sonora, Mexic sunt atat
de diferite din punct de vedere al gradului de
dezvoltare economica? Pe parcursul lucrarii
intdlnim insa si alte exemple. De ce Coreea de
Sud este cu mult mai dezvoltatd decat Coreea
de Nord desi sunt practic doua entitati locuite
de acelasi popor coreean? De ce Botswana este
din punct de vedere al nivelului economic
foarte asemanatoare cu tari est-europene de
succes precum Estonia sau Ungaria, in vreme
ce alte tari din apropierea Botswanei precum
Zambia sau Uganda sunt foarte sarace si se
luptad cu multe probleme specifice tarilor din
Africa sub-sahariana?
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Pentru toate aceste cazuri explicatia celor
doi autori st 1n rolulul pe care institutiile poli-
tice si economice il au in procesul dezvoltarii
economice. Dupa cum se exprima cei doi:

,,Motivul pentru care Nogales, Arizona,
este cu mult mai bogat decdt Nogales, So-
nora, este simplu, acest fenomen se dato-
reaza institutiilor foarte diferite de o parte §i
de cealalta a granitei, care creeaza stimu-
lente foarte diferite pentru locuitorii orasului
Nogales, Arizona, in comparatie cu cei ai
oragsului Nogales, Sonora. Statele Unite sunt
cu mult mai bogate astdazi decdt Mexic sau
Peru datorita modului in care institutiile de
aici, atdt cele economice, cat si cele politice,
modeleaza stimulentele pentru afaceri, pen-
tru indivizi §i pentru politicieni” (Acemoglu
si Robinson, 2015, 53).

O intrebare fireascd ar fi ce inteleg cei doi
autori prin institutii economice si politice.
Acemoglu si Robinson considera ca de fapt
cheia intregii explicatii sta in diferenta dintre
institutiile inclusive in raport cu cele extrac-
tive, astfel ca tarile care au dezvoltat institutii
inclusive sunt de fapt si cele care au ajuns la
nivele mai ridicate de dezvoltare. in plan eco-
nomic institutiile inclusive se refera in special
la asigurarea dreptului asupra proprietatii pri-
vate si concurentei economice in detrimentul
monopolurilor, In vreme ce in plan politic prin
institutii inclusive ei inteleg institutiile speci-
fice regimurilor democratice. Dupa exprima-
rea celor doi autori:

. Institutiile economice inclusive, care
impun respectarea drepturilor de proprie-
tate, creeaza egalitatea de sanse si incura-
Jeaza investitiile noi in tehnologii si compe-
tente, conduc la cresterea economica mai
mult decat institutiile extractive, care sunt
organizate astfel incdt cei putini sa extraga
resursele de la cei mai multi, care nu reusesc
sa protejeze drepturile de proprietate §i sd
ofere stimulente pentru activitatea econo-
micd. Institutiile economice inclusive sunt
sprijinite si sprijind la randul lor institutiile
politice inclusive, adicd acele institutii care
distribuie puterea politica in mod pluralist si

la toate nivelurile si sunt capabile sa reali-
zeze un anumit grad de centralizare politica
astfel incdt sa instituie legea si ordinea, fun-
damentele drepturilor de proprietate sigure
si 0 economie de piatd inclusiva” (Acemoglu
si Robinson, 2015, 476).

Teoria lui Acemoglu si Robinson ar putea
fi pana la un punct contrazisd de exemplul
cresterii economice din China ultimelor dece-
nii, unde in plan politic exista institutii extrac-
tive, un regim autoritar, iar in plan economic
economie de piatd. Este interesantd parerea lor
despre aceasta tara care a realizat in ultimele
trei decenii progrese impresionante.

., Chiar dacad institutiile economice chi-
neze sunt incomparabil mai inclusive astdzi
decadt in urmd cu trei decenii, experienta
Chinei reprezintd un exemplu de crestere in
cadrul institutiilor politice extractive. In
ciuda accentului recent pus de China pe ino-
vatie si pe tehnologie, cresterea chineza se
bazeaza pe adoptarea tehnologiilor exis-
tente §i pe investitii rapide, si nu pe distru-
gerea creatoare... Din cauza controlului pe
care il exercitda partidul asupra institutiilor
economice, gradul de distrugere creatoare
este mult redus si va ramdne asa pana cand
va avea loc o reforma radicala a institutiilor
politice... chiar si asa aceasta crestere isi va
pierde ritmul daca institutiile politice ex-
tractive nu vor face locul unora inclusive”
(Acemoglu si Robinson, 2015, 486-489).

Cu alte cuvinte, autorii considera ca proba-
bil cresterea economica chineza va fi Incetinita
(la fel cum s-a intamplat si in cazul Uniunii So-
vietice) daca in aceasta tara imensa schimbarea
economica nu va fi continuatd de o dezvoltare
democratica.

Consider cd aceastd carte merita cititd nu
doar de catre economisti. Cred cé ea este utila
in egald masura sociologilor, politologilor, is-
toricilor sau oricarui specialist in stiintele so-
cio-comportamentale. Pe de altd parte este una
din putinele lucrari de analizd institutionala
scrisa intr-o maniera care o face extrem de
accesibila. In general lucrarile de analiza insti-
tutionald pacatuiesc printr-un limbaj foarte
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complicat (si ma refer nu doar la contributiile
romanesti) incat ajung sa fie descifrate doar de
catre initiati. Cartea lui Acemoglu si Robinson
este tocmai exceptia de la regula.

Serban Olah
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Stanescu Simona Maria, Statul Bunastarii. Intre
supravietuire, reforma, si integrare europeand,
Pro Universitaria, Bucuresti, 2013, 275 p

Reforma politicilor sociale in Europa de
Est, cu accent pe cazul Romaniei, constituie un
subiect de interes national atat pentru oamenii
politici cat si pentru comunitatea academica.
Lucrarea autoarei Simona Maria Stdnescu a
fost editatd in 2013, an crucial in care UE a de-
cis sd aprobe in Parlament pachetul de regula-
mente pentru consolidarea disciplinei financi-
are din zona euro. Numarul 13 a jucat un rol
fatidic pentru viitorul UE cu privire la o posi-
bila disolutie a unitatii post-criza. Cea mai grea
incercare a fost depdsita odatd cu decizia UE
de a sprijini bancile cheie (asa cum ar fi Banca
Central Europeana cu sediul la Frankfurt), ga-
rantand stabilitatea monedei. In paralel, au fost
revizuite strategiile de conducere si securizare
a spatiului european. Repolarizarea marilor
puteri prin aparitia altor actori in arena greilor,
asa cum ar fi China si India nu a avantajat prea
mult Uniunea Europeana. A fost oare criza din
2008 o lovitura de gratie concertatd de marile
puteri impotriva unui concurent care deranja?
Este moneda euro un potential rival al dolaru-
lui american pe piata mondiala? Indiferent de
raspuns, imprevizibilul face parte din ratiunea
uriasilor cu doua fete. Cu toate acestea, liderii
europeni au evitat colapsul financiar si perico-
lul destramarii, cautand solutii pentru iesirea
din criza. Una dintre aceste strategii cu impact
socio-economic pozitiv 1si are radéacina in filo-
sofia ,,statului bunastarii”. Concept cu adanci
traditii In modelul nordic, welfare-state-ul este
considerat de multi sociologi, istorici si econo-
misti ca o alternativa viabila la modelul neoli-
beral specific societatilor vestice. Asa cum ne
demonstreaza autoarea lucrarii, conceptul a
luat amploare si a suscitat interes mai ales dupa
cel de-al Doilea Rézboi Mondial. O Europa in
ruina si divizata Intre cele doua blocuri a rends-
cut din propria cenusa sub forma unui proiect

care a urmarit consolidarea relatiilor tripartite
dintre piata muncii, familie si stat. Societatile
nordice, la fel ca toate celelalte societati euro-
pene incep sd puna in aplicare un sistem eco-
nomic care a asezat omul ca cetatean in centrul
preocuparilor sale. Primul pas a dus la schim-
barea unor principii economice fundamentale
prezente in relatia dintre stat, piata si cetatean.
Un exemplu elocvent pe care il aduce autoarea
a fost dat de filosofia paradoxului redistribui-
rii. Aceste resurse au fost directionate ca aju-
toare sociale spre mediile defavorizate, care, in
final, au adancit falia dintre cei bogati si saraci.
Integrarea categoriilor vulnerabile pe piata
muncii prin dezvoltarea unor proiecte sociale a
dus in schimb la micgorarea acestor distante.
Definirea termenilor specifici statului bu-
nastarii a constituit prima etapa esentiala a lu-
crarii. In partea a doua a primului capitol ne
sunt prezentate citeva perspective economice
privind statul bunastarii din spatiul american
si european. Metodologia generala s-a inscris
in analiza nevoilor sociale post-aderare pe
care Romania le-a traversat in cea mai dificila
perioada de dupa 1 ianuarie 2007. Identifica-
rea acestor nevoi complexe pentru categoriile
vulnerabile prezente in randul populatiei din
mediul rural si urban reprezinta in opinia au-
toarei drumul corect si etic in constructia po-
liticilor publice. La fel ca in teoria fondurilor
fara fond, politicile publice nu pot fi copiate si
aplicate fara a fi In concordanta cu realitatea
autohtond. Documentarea, analiza literaturii
de specialitate, analiza secundara a diferitelor
baze de date, analiza comparativa, observarea
participativa, analiza documentelor critice si
alte metode caracteristice fac parte din arsena-
lul stiintific al studiului. Abordarile calitative
si cantitative ale lucrarii s-au combinat Intr-un
mod original. Astfel, cititorul are parte de o
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imagine complexa cu privire la evolutia date-
lor analizate. Placerea de a citi s-a declansat
inca din primele pagini. Usurinta exprimarii in
jurul unor abordéri complexe initiaza chiar si
pe necunoscitori. Intelegaind complexitatea
conceptului analizat ne explicim de ce statul
bunastarii poate fi considerat cel mai mic ,,rau
necesar” 1n ecuatia dificila dintre economie,
societate si stat. Prezentarea curentelor de
gandire, listarea, analiza si aranjarea cronolo-
gica a conceptelor ne introduc in universul eti-
mologic al termenilor. Argumentele pro si
contra garanteaza obiectivitatea profesionistu-
lui care te face sa uiti de rigoarea seacd a lim-
bajului stiintific.

Urmarind subiectul central prezent in fie-
care capitol, autoarea aloca un spatiu larg ana-
lizei termenilor 1n evolutia istorica din spatiul
european si romanesc. Criza statului bunasta-
rii din secolul XX are cauze adanci in istoria
postbelica. Efectele globalizarii, somajul, in-
stabilitatea familiei, pauperizarea societatii si
excluziunea sociald sunt doar cateva aspecte
care au necesitat o noud abordare a conceptu-
lui. Luédnd ca exemplu C.A.P.-urile din peri-
oada comunisti a anilor ’50, acestea s-au do-
vedit a apartine unui model individualist
opresiv. Dupa ’89, libertatea totald de initia-
tiva cetateneasca, de asociere si de productic a
revenit la structura sa originald care a fost con-
ceputd incd de pe timpul lui Bismark. ,,Peri-
oada comunistd, tranzitia catre democratie,
modernitatea si procesul globalizarii repre-
zinta doar cateva dintre provocarile pe care
statul bunastarii le intampina in actuala peri-
oada” (Stanescu, 2013, 56). Contextul actual
analizat in al treilea capitol explica starea de
fapt a societatii romanesti postdecembriste.
Parasind vechiul regim s-a permis o revenire
la conceptul weberian de comportament defi-
nit cultural in care politicile publice, politicile
sociale, sistemul de asistenta sociala, securita-
tea sociala, protectia sociala si inovatia sociala
sunt regandite din perspectiva sectorului pu-
blic modern. Politicile sociale din perioada
tranzitiei revin la suma unor actiuni care im-
plica actori multiplii si nu doar statul asa cum
dictau comunistii. ,,Lipsa somajului din anii

’80” a fost o lozinca a statului comunist, un
tabu care a ascuns realitatea sub perdeaua ab-
surda a ideologiei. ,,Oficial, lipsa somajului a
fost interpretatd convenabil pentru ideologia
comunistd ca o utilizare reusitd a fortei de
muncé 1n vederea atingerii scopurilor econo-
mice stabilite politic” (Stanescu, 2013, 99).
Construirea realitatii socialiste a produs mereu
o distorsiune Intre aparentd si realitate. Buna-
starea devenea astfel un principiu utopic al fe-
ricirii prin care se asigura gratuitatea tuturor
serviciilor sociale. In lumea liberd, efectele
acestor politici sunt rezultatele ,,unui complex
permanent de consultare si continua colaborare
cu toti actorii implicati: factori decizionali din
administratia publicd, reprezentanti ai angaja-
torilor si ai angajatilor, ai societatii civile si nu
in ultimul rand ai cetatenilor (Stanescu, 2013,
30). As sublinia aici rolul major pe care cetate-
nii 1l joaca in constructia si actiunea eficienta a
politicilor sociale. Numai prin cetateni impli-
cati statul ajunge un welfare-state, defi-
nindu-se prin spiritul civic participativ speci-
fic culturilor occidentale emergente. Perioada
de tranzitie romaneasca a debutat cu mari gre-
utati generate de lipsa unui cadru legislativ
prielnic investitiilor interne, un buget subrezit
si lipsit de o coordonare a programelor imple-
mentate in parteneriatul dintre sectorul public
si cel privat (Zamfir, 2002, 373-374). Abia
dupa anii 2000, prin legea 75/2001 s-a regan-
dit rolul si importanta asistentului social de tip
european, renuntandu-se la modelul mostenit
din comunism. Importanta, atragerea si impli-
carea actorilor financiari internationali fac
parte din noile relatii dintre stat, cetatean si so-
cietatea civila. Principiul subsidiaritatii ca
transfer de autoritate de la stat la cetatean sau
de la autoritatea centrala la cea locald schimba
paradigma intregului sistem de putere. in acest
scop, UE a propus un model social european
care transforma individul dintr-un cetitean pa-
siv intr-unul activ prin elaborarea unor politici
de securitate si protectie sociald. Coeziunea
sociala a cetatenilor este posibild intr-o piata
unica cu o moneda unicd si stabila, in ciuda
diferentelor nationale. In capitolul IV s-a ana-
lizat tranfersul suveranitatii Romaniei de la
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stat candidat la stat membru. Renuntarea la
anumite prerogative ale suveranititii nationale
s-a facut Intr-un ritm destul de rapid care a spri-
jinit descentralizarea statului, intarind autorita-
tile locale. Analiza si definitia statului in dife-
rite epoci istorice pand In momentul integrarii
in comunitatea UE aratd evolutia unei dezvol-
tari complexe a relatiilor de putere. Pluralismul
grupurilor de interese, transferul de putere de la
centru la periferie sau de la centru la UE sunt
procesele esentiale in drumul citre integrarea
europeand. Disolutia statului natiune nu in-
seamna dizolvarea identitatii nationale, ci inte-
grarea acestui element in mozaicul unei lumi a
diversitatii, a armoniei si a intelegerii reciproce.
Cu alte cuvinte, statul natiune nu dispare si nici
nu devine incolor atéta timp cat toate elemen-
tele culturale si etnice sunt respectate si aparate
de legislatia europeand. Efortul negocierilor si
impactul aderarii Romaniei asupra constructiei
institutionale finalizeaza complexitatea acestei
analize. Aici se pot citi avantajele dar si costu-
rile intregului proces.

Cele doua intrebari generale la care se ras-
punde 1n aceasta carte sunt:

1. In ce masura statul bunastarii de tip roma-
nesc in calitate de mostenitor al unei expe-
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riente comuniste indelungate ar putea ras-
punde pozitiv la criteriile, cerintele si per-
formantele impuse de aderarea la Uniunea
Europeana?

2. Care sunt factorii de gandire, de interes si
decizie care influneteaza designul politicii
sociale roméanesti contemporane?

Pornind de la dilema reformelor autentice
si a tranzitiei, autoarea ne expune la o dezba-
tere care preocupa presa si elita romaneascé de
peste 25 de ani. Intr-un mod dur am putea con-
cluziona cd politicienii romani nu au putut ras-
punde la aceste intrebari, misiune care s-a tran-
sferat in cele din urma pe umerii oamenilor de
stiintd. Autoarea Stanescu Simona Maria a ofe-
rit in aceasta lucrare nu numai o diagnoza a re-
formelor romanesti si o istorie a conceptelor
cheie realizatd din perspectiva factorilor exo-
geni contemporani in climatul national si inter-
national, ci a regandit si reformulat filozofia
statului bundstarii asa cum corect trebuie Inte-
leasa. Ultima intrebare retorica cu care se in-
cheie lucrarea: ,,si acum ce urmeaza?” ar putea
fi titlul unei lucrarii viitoare cu raspunsuri pen-
tru o Roménie mai buna.

Fitzek Sebastian
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