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Table 1. ICT service penetration  

  
31 Dec. 

2003 

31 Dec. 

2004 

31 Dec. 

2005 

30 Jun. 

2006 

Fixed telephones 19.98% 20.24% 20.31% 20.46% 

Mobile telephones 32.47% 47.12% 61.76% 68.76% 

Number of ISPs 233 515 981 1154 

Broadband internet access 196,106 382,783 751,060 522,796 

Source: National Regulatory Authority for Communications (ANRC) 

(2006) 
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1 apti.ro 

2 The project documents are available from: 
www.worldbank.org.ro/external/default/main?menuPK=287326&theSitePK=275154&pagePK=64027221&p
iPK=64027220&Projectid=P088165 

3 www.roedu.net 

4 Romania is divided into 41 județes (counties) and one municipality 

5 euro200.edu.ro 

6 www.riti-internews.ro, www.rogateway.org 

7 wiki.lug.ro/mediawiki/index.php/Pagina_principal_ 

8 www.eliberatica.ro 
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9 www.eclectictechcarnival.org 

10 www.mcti.ro 

11 www.anrc.ro 

12 www.igti.ro 

13 www.e-guvernare.ro, www.e-licitatie.ro, www.autorizatiiauto.ro 

14 www.ici.ro 

15 www.cna.ro 

16 www.posta-romana.ro 

17 www.snr.ro 

18 www.audiovizual.ro 

19 www.atic.ro 

20 www.aitr.ro 

21 www.aries.ro 

22 www.legi-internet.ro, www.legi-internet.ro/blogs 

23 While an interministerial task force, the Group for Promoting the Information Technology (GPIT), was 
established in March 2001 to develop Romania’s information society strategy and to coordinate major players’ 
legislative actions, analysts say the task force no longer exists. Some analysts also dismiss the notion that 
anything like a comprehensive government ICT strategy exists. They say any claim to the contrary amounts to 
window dressing. 

24 www.wsis-romania.ro 
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Table 1: Fixed-telephony market structure (2004-2007) 

Indicator 31 Dec 2004 31 Dec 2005 31 Dec 2006 31 Dec 2007 

Market share of incumbent operator (%) 98.9 90.3 80.6 71.3 

Market share of competing providers (%) 1.1 9.7 19.4 28.7 

Source: www.anrcti.ro 

http://www.giswatch.org/gisw2008/country/Romania.html#_ftn6
http://www.giswatch.org/gisw2008/country/Romania.html#_ftn7
http://www.anrcti.ro/


2008 – GISWATCH ROMANIA: ACCESS TO INFRASTRUCTURE 

 
 

23 

Table 2: ISPs in Romania (2005-2007) 

Indicator 30 June 2005 31 Dec 2005 30 June 2006 31 Dec 2006 30 June 2007 31 Dec 2007 

No. of ISPs 692 981 1,154 1,412 1,389 1,338 

Source: www.anrcti.ro 

Table 3: Growth in internet penetration rate in Romania (2005-2007) 

Indicator 30 June 2005 31 Dec 2005 30 June 2006 31 Dec 2006 30 June 2007 31 Dec 2007 

Total access (%) 5.5 8.5 11.7 15.3 21.0 26.9 

Broadband (%) 2.4 3.5 5.5 8.2 10.8 14.8 

Source: www.anrcti.ro 

Table 4: Dedicated internet broadband penetration rates in the EU, at 31 December 2007 

Country Denmark (high) Bulgaria (low) EU-27 Romania 

Indicator % 36.6 7.6 20.0 9.9 

Source: www.anrcti.ro 

http://www.anrcti.ro/
http://www.anrcti.ro/
http://www.giswatch.org/gisw2008/country/Romania.html#_ftn8
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Table 5: EU structural funds for Romanian ICT development (2007-2013) 

Total amount (EUR) EU contribution Public co-funding Private co-funding 

559 billion 383 billion 86 billion 90 billion 

Source: www.mcti.ro 

http://www.giswatch.org/gisw2008/country/Romania.html#_ftn9
http://www.mcti.ro/
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Table 6: EU structural funds allocation priorities for Romanian ICT development 

Total amount (EUR) ICT use Electronic services E-economy 

383 billion 149 billion 119 billion 115 billion 

Source: www.mcti.ro 

 

 

 
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ANRCTI (Autoritatea Națională pentru Reglementare în Comunicatii și Tehnologia Informației) (2007) Piața 
de comunicații electronice din România. 
Available at:www.anrcti.ro 

Association for Technology and Internet (APTI): www.apti.ro 

Avădani, I. (2008) De la non-reglementare către auto-reglementare pe Internet. Presentation at the CJI 
workshop Bune practici în comunicarea pe Internetul românesc,Bucharest, 19 June. 

http://www.anrcti.ro/
http://www.apti.ro/
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Available at: 
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l’information. Brussels: Larcier, pp.205-214. 

Brad, R. (2008) Un seul réseau de communication – un seul monde – un internet. In Péron, F. (ed.), 
L’Europe dans la societé de l’information. Brussels: Larcier, pp.29-36. 

CJI (Centrul pentru Jurnalism Independent) (2008) Bune practici în comunicarea pe Internetul 
românesc.www.cji.ro/articol.php?article=440 

eLiberatica:www.eliberatica.ro 

Finantare.ro:www.finantare.ro 

Jugastru, C. (2008) La protection des données personnelles et le commerce électronique – la situation en 
droit roumain. In Péron, F. (ed.),L’Europe dans la societé de l’information. Brussels: Larcier, pp.185-204. 

Manolea, B. (2008) Réglementation des communications en Roumanie – peut-on parler d’un succes? In 
Péron, F. (ed.), L’Europe dans la societé de l’information. Brussels: Larcier, pp.37-56. 

MCTI (Ministry of Communications and Information Technology) (2008) Sectorul IT&C romanesc 
promovat ca exemplu de buna practica în regiunea Europei de Sud-Est.Available at: www.mcti.ro 

Péron, F. (ed.) (2008)L’Europe dans la societé de l’information. Brussels: Larcier. 

Prensky, M. (2006) Listen to the Natives.Educational Leadership,63(4), pp. 8-13. 

Secmerean, E. (2008) Rata de penetrare a telefoniei mobile, 108%. Business Standard, 11 March. 
Available at:www.standard.ro/articol_34059/rata_de_penetrare_a_telefoniei_mobile__108.html 

Teodorescu, C. (2008) For the First Time in Europe: Digital ID Providers and OpenID Services for Romania . 
Presentation at the eLiberatica Conference, Bucharest, 29-31 May. 

1 www.globaliswatch.org/node/3445 

2 Ministry of Communications and Information Technology (MCTI): www.mcti.ro 

3 www.eliberatica.ro 

4 www.cji.ro 

5 www.apti.ro 

6 User-generated content needs self-regulation rather than institutional intervention, which would limit free 
speech. 

7 See GISW 2007. 

8 Finantare.ro:www.finantare.ro 

9 www.rosi.ro 
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1 Baltac, V. (2008) Universities and the Information Society, in Péron, F. (ed.), L’Europe dans la société de 
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2 World Economic Forum (2009) The Global Information Technology Report 2008-
2009.www.insead.edu/v1/gitr/wef/main/fullreport/index.html 

3 Broadly conceptualised to include a range of social, economic and political factors. 

4 ANCOM (2008) Raport date statistice comunicații electronice, National Authority for Management and 
Regulation in Communications, Bucharest, p. 63. 
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www.eliberatica.ro/2009/index 

6 Romanian Academic Society (2008) SAR Annual Report 2008, p. 4. 
www.sar.org.ro/files/Policy%20memo29-en.pdf 
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8 The National Authority for Regulating Communications, created in 2002, was later turned into the National 
Authority for Regulating Communications and Information Technology, then renamed and restructured as 
the National Authority for Communications in September 2008, and since March 2009, as the National 
Authority for Management and Regulation in Communications. 

9 Manolea, B. (2008) Réglementation des communications en Roumanie, in Péron, F. (ed.), L’Europe dans la 
société de l’information,Larcier, Brussels, p. 37. 

10 Ministerul Comunicațiilor și Tehnologiei Informației (2005) Politica Guvernului României în domeniul 
tehnologiei informației și comunicațiilor. www.mcti.ro/index.php?id=55&L=0 

11 Manolea, B. (2008) op. cit., p. 42-51. 
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14 www.legi-internet.ro/legislatie-itc.html 

15 Somodi, Z. (2008) eGovernment Readiness,Ministry of Communications and Information Technology, 
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16 United Nations (2005) Global E-Government Readiness Report, p. 16. 
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20 advancedelearning.com/index.php/articles/c3 

21 Teodorescu, C. (2009) National Unique Queue Register can fight against corruption,paper presented at the 
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www.romanialibera.ro/a92821/blogul-a-cincea-putere-in-stat.html 

26 Savluc, L. (2009) My official position – The Romanian government is about to spend millions of euro on 
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11 The Knowledge Economy Project was targeted at 255 disconnected rural and small town communities 
across Romania. 

12 A total of 37 medals have been awarded for the best of 469 projects from 34 European countries. 

13 The tag “programme” is given by this report. Media discourses call eRomania a “project” or a “portal”, 
while government officials tag it a “strategy” 

14 Screenshotted in a blog (www.tashy.ro) 

15 Organised as a workshop, part of the Eurodig 2010 Programme. 

16 Civil society organisation representatives, open source community members, programmers, ICT business 
players 

17 Screenshotted by a blogger on 6 June 2010, in June 2011 it looks the same 

18 There is no link from the Ministry of Communications and Information Society to the eRomania strategy 
on 23 June 2011. 
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Romania is currently undergoing rapid and major technological development, but we have to make sure 

the new technology respects users' rights. Under Ceaușescu, Romanians were forced to register all 

typrewriters to the Militia. Today, the government wants all Romanians to register all pre-paid SIM cards 

and record all traffic going through free public WiFi hotspots. 

Preamble 

Just one month after the ECJ decision declaring the Data Retention Directive invalid, the Romanian 

Government made three decisions to continue and even extend mass surveillance by: 

 ignoring the ECJ decision and keeping the law 82/2012 regarding the data retention to be 

enforced anyway. 

 adopting, without any kind of public consultation, a law requiring registration of all prepaied 

sim card users (including forcing the current 12 million users to submit their personal data 

during the next 6 months or face disconnection). This is all the more egregious given that this is 

the 4th such attempt since 2011. 

 planning to require providers of free public WiFi hotspots to identify their users. 

 adopting, without any kind of public consultation, a new law giving agents of the state the 

power to examine data in any computer system whatsoever without a court order, including 

your computer, in order to "have access to the data being held". 

The signatories, participants of Fundația Ceata's Coliberator conference, as well as other people and 

organizations supporting this protest, are demanding the Romanian government and the Romanian 

public institutions to respect the citizens' privacy rights. 

Thus, the signatories: 

1. Remind that privacy is a fundamental human right, and that it is central to the existence and 

survival of democratic societies. It is essential to human dignity and it reinforces other rights, 

such as freedom of expression and information, and freedom of association, and is recognised 

under international human rights law. Activities that restrict the right to privacy, including 

communications surveillance, can only be justified when they are prescribed by law, when they 

are necessary to achieve a legitimate aim, and when they are proportionate to the aim pursued. 

( International Principles on the Application of Human Rights to Communications Surveillance) 

2. Demand the immediate rejection by Parliament and withdrawal by the Government of the 

above mentioned draft laws that are infringing the right of privacy of the Romanian citizens. 

3. Ask for an rapid annulment of the data retention law in order to respect the ECJ decision. 

4. Underscore that any future action of the government that could affect the right of privacy or 

any other fundamental rights must be drafted and adopted only after meeting the transparency 

requirements made by Law 52/2003, with a full human rights impact assessment and with a 

mandatory opinion from the Romanian Data Protection Authority. 

Note: English translation by the petition organisers. Source: http://coliberator.ro/petition/ 

http://coliberator.ro/petition/#english-petition
http://ceata.org/
http://coliberator.ro/
https://en.necessaryandproportionate.org/text
http://coliberator.ro/petition/
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Gender-based violence and responsible use of social media. Cover of a brochure  

for the LOG IN project. Source: ALEG Association.
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Gender-based violence storified. Screenshot of an award-winning video from the LOG IN project. Source: ALEG Association.
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Table 1. 

Romanian e-government performance assessment across EU policy priorities25 

Scores for 2014 EU 28+ 26 Denmark Estonia Romania 

 Overall scores 73 84 89 48 

User centricity Online availability 75 87 94 51 

 Usability 80 85 90 43 

 Easy of use 60 69 72 41 

 Speed of use 56 66 73 36 

 Overall scores 51 65 77 19 

Transparent Service delivery 41 56 78 9 

Government Public organisations 60 51 88 37 

 Personal data 52 89 67 11 

 Overall scores 50 82 91 12 

 eID 63 100 100 48 

Key enablers eDocuments 57 71 94 24 

 Authentic sources 46 77 93 8 

 eSafe 39 71 86 0 

 Single sign-on 58 100 86 14 

Benchmarks: Insufficient (0–25), Moderate (26–50), Fair (51–75), Good (76–100).  

* EU 28+ stands for the 28 EU countries plus Norway. 
Source: Table compiled based on data from: European Commission. (2015). Romania. E-government state of play. Country 

Factsheets – eGovernment Benchmark Report 2015. Brussels: Digital Single Market. Digital Economy and Society. 
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Table 2: Regional EGDI averages 29 

Region EGDI Online service component Telecom infrastructure Human capital component 

Africa 0.2882 0.2567 0.1724 0.4355 

Americas 0.5245 0.4959 0.3844 0.6933 

Asia 0.5132 0.5120 0.3730 0.6545 

Europe 0.7241 0.6926 0.6438 0.8360 

Oceania 0.4154 0.2966 0.2599 0.6897 

World 0.4922 0.4623 0.3711 0.6433 
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There has been a general apathy towards repair  

in our never-ending consumerist society  
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