IOANA MADALINA MIRON

NATIONALISM
a0 XENOPHOBIA

IN POST-SOVIET RUSSIA:




loana Madalina Miron

NATIONALISM AND XENOPHOBIA
IN POST-SOVIET RUSSIA:
SKINHEAD AND NASHI MOVEMENTS






loana Madalina Miron

NATIONALISM AND XENOPHOBIA
IN POST-SOVIET RUSSIA:
SKINHEAD AND NASHI MOVEMENTS

PRESA UNIVERSITARA CLUJEANA
2026



Referenti stiintifici:
Prof. dr. Cristian Preda
Conf. dr. habil. Emanuel Copilas

ISBN 978-606-37-2887-7

© 2026 Autoarea volumului. Toate drepturile rezervate.
Reproducerea integrald sau partiald a textului, prin orice
mijloace, fard acordul autoarei, este interzisa si se pedepseste
conform legii.

Universitatea Babes-Bolyai

Presa Universitara Clujeana
Director: Codruta Sacelean

Str. B.P. Hasdeu nr. 51

400371 Cluj-Napoca, Romania

Tel.: (+40) 744 687 884

E-mail: editura@ubbcluj.ro
editura.ubbcluj.ro | libraria.ubbcluj.ro



“God is high, Czar is far away.”
«/o Boza svicorkob do yaps darexo.»

Russian proverb






Acknowledgements

This book is dedicated to my beloved parents, who
have stood by my side and supported me uncondi-
tionally throughout this long journey.

First and foremost, I would like to thank Prof. Univ.
Dr Sergiu Miscoiu, the coordinator of the doctoral
thesis, for his invaluable guidance throughout my re-
search process.

I would also like to express my gratitude to
Vyacheslav Likhachev for the invaluable information
he provided during this research.

I am sincerely grateful to everyone who has helped
and supported me, as well as those who have sacri-
ficed their time. I could not have completed this jour-
ney without these wonderful people.






Table of Contents

Acknowledgements............cccooiiiiiiimuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeees
Table Of CONtENTS.......cccuueieieieeeeceeee e ceeeeeeeeeneeeenneeeesnneeennns
300 (=3 Qo] F: 1 o] [T
HIUSTration INA@X ......eenieeiii ettt ereeeeecereeeeneeenneennesannns

[T =17 o] {« IR
[0 g0 Yo [VT03 (o] 1 [P

CHAPTER I.
The Meaning of Nationalism and Xenophobia............ccccccccceeeeeeeees

1.1. Definition of nationalism and xenophobia ..........c.cccccevueiiniruicnnnnnn.
1.2. The meanings of the terms “Nation” and “Nationality”/

«Hapog — HAaPOAHOCTD  .....cooviviiiiiiiciiiieci e
1.3. A Russian understanding of nationalism..........ccccccoevvvniiiinicnnnnn
1.4. The concept of Russian Idea/Pycckast tdes ...........ccvevvevecureriviniccncnnnnne
1.5. The radical definition of Russianness/Pycckoco ...........ccccevvueueernnnne.

CHAPTERIII.
Classification of Russian NationaliSm ...........ccceeueeeeirecenreencencrnnnnn.

2.1. The Russian Empire 19t century: “Nationalism thrives” ...................
2.1.1. The Slavophile MOUEMENLE ............cccoevereieieieieieieieieicccccccees
2.1.2. The Pan-Slavic Movement (mid to late 19" century) ..............coco.......
2.1.3. The Black Hundred Movement..............ccccccovvvvcninieiniciinciiiicnnn,

2.2. The Soviet Union — 20t century Russian Nationalism

under the facet of Soviet Patriotism “Nationalism changed” .......................
2.2.1. National BolSHEUISI..........c.covvvvieieiiiiiieiiiciiieiiiciciecceecca
2.2.2. What has changed since the Slavophile movement?...............ccc..........
2.2.3. The policy of KorenizatSiy............cocoeveveierererererereiercrccnccccccesieenns
2.2.4. Russian Nationalism from Brezhnev to Gorbachev ................c.cco......
2.2.5. Russian Nationalism under GOrbachev...............ccccecvvvvveeiniiiiinniin,

9

94



2.3. The post-Soviet Russia (the end of 20" century) .........ccoeovvvruenennnee. 107

2.3.1. Extremist nationaliStm ............c.ccoeeveveeivinininiiiiiiiiiiiniccieieencsenns 115
2.3.2. The Aryan Myth........ccccooviviiiiiiiniciiiiiiiiiciicciececs 119
2.4. Contemporary Russia 21t century:
Nationalism under Putin’s regime...........ccccoceoeiviniiinniiiiniciniin, 122
2.4.1. The Russian World (Pycckutlt MUp).........coevveevcvccciiiiiiinnnn, 135
Chapter lll.
The Russian Skinheads Phenomenon:
voices of the de-democratisation process........ccccccceerrvernenennnnne.. 149
3.1. Description of the movement and its background ...........ccccccc......... 152
3.2. Ideological features and influences on the 90s scene in Russia ....... 159
3.2.1. Ultra-nationalism and right-wing extremism............ccccovvvvvvvvvnnnen. 160
3.2.2. Fascism and 1e0-NAZISM ............ccceuvuvieeenieieieieiecicicccccsssens 163
3.2.3. ANFI=SEMIEISII ..ot 164
3.2.4. Nationalism, socialism, and national socialism ..............cc.ccccevevnnee. 164
3.2.5. Racism and white SUPTEMACISN ..........ccceeiviiiniiiiiiiiiciicciiin, 166
3.3. Dissemination of information (propaganda), recruitment,
and MOoDbilisSation ..o 168
3.3.1. Dissemination of information..............ccceccovvvvcinineiiniiecicnisencan, 172
3.3.2. THE SIOQANS ... 173
3.3.3. PrOPAGANGAQ ... 175
3.4. The destructive deeds of the Skinhead movement.............ccccc.c.... 178
3.4.1. What caused the increase in xenophobic feelings
among these young individuals in the Skinheads movement? ..................... 188
3.5. The sound of hate: Neo-Nazi musicC..........ccceeuvvvuruiicicciiiciccccnes 189
Chapter IV.
The Political Youth Movement Nashi:
the road to managed democracy..........cccceeueeeeirieneccerieennceeeeennenns 195
4.1. Description of the movement and its background ............................ 198
4.1.1. Explaining the NAME.............ccovvveviviinieieieieieieieieieccccccces 198
4.2. Recruitment, mobilisation, and propaganda:
analysing Nashi’s Website ..........ccccoviiiiiiiinniicccccce 205
4.2.1. MODIIISALION ...t 212
4.2.2. PYOPAQANA ... 216



4.2.3. The annual SUMMET CAMP .......covvvverereiiiieieniiiieiiiseieiencseees s 220

4.3. Nashi’s political projects..........cccccoeeueivicreinininiiiceeecceenes 226
4.4. Ideological features and influence on the 2000s scene in Russia...... 231
4.5. Nashi’s role in Russia’s post-1991 nation-building process
and Foreign PoliCy ........ccooviviiiiiiiiinieiiciiccccccccc e 236
4.5.1. Russia — United Kingdom problem ..............ccovvvvvvivviniiicnnnnnnnnn, 236
4.5.2. Bronze Soldier crisis and cyber-attacks on Estonia............................ 238
4.5.3. Nashi’s summer camp and foreign policy ... 239
4.5.4. Reanimation of the Nashi movement and stepping
out of the political circle it RUSSIA ..........ccoccevuviviviiiiiiiiiiiiiciciiciecics 241
CONCIUSIONS ... 243
APPENAICES ...t ceeeeceeneeeeeneeeeneeseneeesenneesennseanes 253
Appendix 1: Interview with a former member
of the Skinheads movement............cccccccucuiiiiiiiiiiiiiies 253
Appendix 2: Interview with a former member
of the Skinheads movement............ccccccucuiiiiiiiiiiiiiies 257
Appendix 3: Enrollment form within the Nashi
youth political movement ..., 260
Bibliography ..., 263

11



Index of Tables

Table 1: The schematic table of Russian Nationalism

and its relationship to state structures ... 66
Table 2: Axes of varieties of ethnic violence...........cccccccvuiiiiiiiiiiiinnine, 179
Table 3: Ethnic violence between 2001-2009 by type.......c.cccccevvivuiuiininunnnes 180
Table 4: Coding guidelines and examples...........cccovuviinniiinniicnninnnns 186

lllustration Index

Ilustration 1: Putin’s Approval Rating posted by the Levada Centre....... 131
Illustration 2: Putin’s Approval Rating posted by the Levada Centre....... 132

Illustration 3: Development levels of the Skinheads movement................ 155
Illustration 4: The hierarchy of the Russian Skinheads............cccccceeeuncn. 156
Illustration 5: “Immigrant, this is not your country, the owners

here are Slavs!” Source: VKontakte ...........cccccoovvviiiiiiinniiininnn 176
Illustration 6: Global white power and Russian national symbols............ 176
Illustration 7: Stickers used for propaganda purposes...........c.ccccceeuvueueunnce 177
Illustration 8: “Russians are coming! Russia for Russians

and Moscow for Muscovites!” Source: VKontakte............ccccevvnnene. 178
Illustration 9: “Hate-motivated attacks from July to October 2023” ......... 181

Illustration 10: “Hate-motivated attacks from November 2023
to February 2024”7 ... 182

Illustration 11: “Hate-motivated attacks from March to April 2024”........ 182

12



Foreword

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 was more than a geopolitical
earthquake; it was a profound rupture in historical continuity, collective
identity, and everyday life for millions of people. Empires do not simply
disappear from maps—they linger in memory, language, symbols, and
political imagination. In the decades that followed the dissolution of the
USSR, the Russian Federation found itself navigating a turbulent transition
marked by economic hardship, institutional fragility, identity crises, and an
unresolved relationship with its imperial and Soviet pasts. Within this
volatile environment, new and revived forms of nationalism and xenophobia
took shape, particularly among younger generations who grew up in the
shadow of systemic collapse and ideological vacuum.

Madalina Miron’s book, Nationalism and Xenophobia in Post-Soviet
Russia: Skinhead and Nashi Movements, addresses one of the most pressing and
controversial dimensions of contemporary Russian political and social life:
the mobilisation of youth through nationalist and exclusionary narratives.
By examining two seemingly distinct yet structurally interconnected
movements—the radical nationalist Skinheads and the pro-Kremlin youth
organisation Nashi—this study offers a nuanced exploration of how
nationalism functions both as a grassroots reaction and as a state-mediated
instrument in post-Soviet Russia.

At first glance, the Russian Skinhead movement and the Nashi youth
movement appear to occupy opposite poles of the political spectrum. The
former has been associated with neo-Nazi symbolism, street violence, and
overt xenophobia; the latter emerged as a state-sponsored initiative,
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promoting patriotism, loyalty to the leadership, and a managed version of
civic engagement. Yet beneath these surface differences lies a shared
ideological terrain structured around the centrality of the nation, the
construction of internal and external enemies, and the dichotomy of “Us”
versus “Them.” Both movements, in distinct ways, reflect and reinforce
broader processes of de-democratisation and ideological consolidation in
post-Soviet Russia.

This volume situates these movements within a longer historical
trajectory of Russian nationalism. From the Tsarist doctrine of “Orthodoxy,
Autocracy, and Nationality” to Soviet patriotism and post-1991 identity
struggles, Russian political culture has repeatedly reconfigured the
relationship between state, nation, and people. The revival of imperial
symbols, the rehabilitation of selective historical narratives, and the
persistent emphasis on spiritual and civilisational uniqueness have provided
fertile ground for the resurgence of nationalist discourse. In this context,
youth movements become particularly significant: they are both products of
their time and laboratories for the future.

The 1990s constituted a critical juncture. The sudden transition from a
centrally planned economy to a market-oriented system generated social
dislocation, unemployment, inequality, and widespread perceptions of
humiliation on the international stage. For many young people, the promise
of liberal democracy seemed abstract and distant, while everyday realities
were defined by uncertainty and instability. In such circumstances,
nationalist rhetoric—offering pride, belonging, and clear boundaries—
acquired powerful emotional appeal. Xenophobia, especially toward
migrants, ethnic minorities, and perceived cultural outsiders, became
intertwined with narratives of national revival.

The Russian Skinhead movement emerged in this climate of frustration
and identity search. Inspired in part by Western subcultural models yet
reshaped by local political and historical references, Russian Skinheads
transformed from a stylistic youth subculture into a vehicle for radical
nationalist mobilisation. Their embrace of neo-Nazi aesthetics, Aryan myths,
and violent activism reflected not only imported ideological influences but
also domestic anxieties related to territorial integrity, demographic change,
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and post-imperial decline. Through hate crimes, propaganda, and symbolic
acts, they articulated an exclusionary vision of Russianness rooted in ethnic
purity and historical myth.

In contrast, the Nashi movement, established in the mid-2000s,
represented a different strategy of youth mobilisation. Often described as a
pro-Kremlin response to the “colour revolutions” in post-Soviet states, Nashi
sought to channel youthful energy into a state-aligned patriotic framework.
Its activities—ranging from summer camps at Lake Seliger to public
demonstrations and media campaigns—combined elements of civic
education, ideological training, and performative loyalty. While distancing
itself from overt extremism, Nashi nonetheless reproduced key components
of nationalist discourse, including anti-Westernism, civilisational
exceptionalism, and the defence of sovereignty against foreign influence.

By analysing these two movements together, Madalina Miron
advances the argument that nationalism in post-Soviet Russia cannot be
understood solely as either a bottom-up social reaction or a top-down
political strategy. Rather, it is the result of complex interactions between
societal grievances, historical memory, ideological experimentation, and
state interests. Radical subcultures and state-sponsored organisations may
differ in methods and rhetoric, but they often draw from overlapping
symbolic reservoirs and contribute—intentionally or not—to the
consolidation of a political environment in which pluralism is narrowed and
dissent is delegitimised.

The conceptual foundation of this study rests on a careful examination
of the meanings of nationalism and xenophobia. Nationalism is approached
both as a state of mind —an emotional attachment to a perceived community
of destiny—and as a political principle that seeks congruence between
cultural identity and state power. Xenophobia, in turn, is analysed not
merely as prejudice but as a socially and politically embedded mechanism
of boundary construction. Cultural xenophobia and immigrant xenophobia,
while analytically distinct, frequently converge in contexts where national
identity is framed as threatened or endangered.

Special attention is devoted to the Russian-language concepts of narod
and narodnost’, whose semantic nuances reveal important differences
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between Western and Russian understandings of nationhood. The historical
reinterpretation of these terms—particularly in the nineteenth century under
Count Sergei Uvarov—demonstrates how ideas of nationality were adapted
to reinforce autocratic rule rather than challenge it. Such intellectual legacies
continue to shape contemporary discourses about Russianness (Russkost’)
and the “Russian Idea,” concepts that oscillate between cultural pride and
political instrumentality.

Methodologically, the research combines qualitative and documentary
analysis. Interviews, online materials, movement brochures, statistical data
on hate crimes, and archival sources have been examined to reconstruct both
the ideological narratives and the practical operations of the Skinhead and
Nashi movements. The inclusion of empirical data—such as reports from
independent monitoring centres on xenophobic violence—anchors
theoretical reflections in observable social phenomena. This approach seeks
to avoid reductionism: neither romanticising youth activism nor demonising
it without contextual understanding.

The relevance of this book extends beyond the Russian case. Across
Europe and other regions, youth radicalisation, nationalist resurgence, and
populist mobilisation have challenged liberal democratic norms. The
Russian experience offers a particularly instructive example of how
nationalist energies can be both oppositional and system-supportive, both
disruptive and stabilising for those in power. It demonstrates how the line
between extremism and mainstream patriotism can become blurred when
shared narratives of victimhood, greatness, and external threat dominate
public discourse.

At a time when geopolitical tensions, information warfare, and identity
politics shape international relations, understanding the internal dynamics
of Russian nationalism is crucial. The construction of enemies—whether
internal minorities or external adversaries—has tangible consequences not
only for domestic social cohesion but also for foreign policy orientations.
Youth movements, as amplifiers of ideological trends, provide early
indicators of broader transformations within political culture.

This book does not seek to reduce Russian society to its nationalist
currents, nor to suggest that xenophobia defines the entirety of post-Soviet
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experience. Rather, it aims to illuminate how specific movements reflect
structural conditions and contribute to shaping them in return. The
Skinheads and Nashi are analysed as symptoms of deeper processes—
economic insecurity, identity reconstruction, historical reinterpretation, and
state-led narrative management. They are not the disease itself, but they
reveal its contours.

Ultimately, Miron’s study invites readers to reflect on a broader
question: how do societies undergoing rapid transformation negotiate the
tension between openness and closure, between pluralism and homogeneity,
between democratic aspiration and authoritarian temptation? Post-Soviet
Russia offers a powerful case study of these dilemmas. The trajectories of its
youth movements remind us that the struggle over national identity is never
merely symbolic—it is embedded in institutions, practices, and everyday
interactions.

By situating radical and state-aligned youth movements within a
comprehensive theoretical and historical framework, this book contributes
to ongoing debates about nationalism, xenophobia, and de-democratisation.
It is my hope that the analysis presented here will foster critical dialogue,
encourage comparative research, and deepen our understanding of the
forces that shape contemporary political identities—not only in Russia but
in an increasingly polarised world.

If nationalism is indeed, as many scholars have argued, both a
sentiment and a political principle, then its manifestations among youth
deserve particular scrutiny. For it is in the mobilisation of the young that
nations project their imagined futures.

Sergiu Miscoiu
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Introduction

Following the upheaval and instability caused by the Soviet Union's
fall in the 1990s, far-right movements proliferated. Impelled by a huge surge
of nostalgia for the empire, great power status, and the USSR economy, these
movements are little more than symptoms of an illness that relapsed with
the loss of this position. The Skinhead and Nashi youth movements use
Nazi-style rhetoric, as well as xenophobic (anti-Russian) components, anti-
Semitism, and chauvinistic nationalism. These two movements inherited
elements addressed by their predecessors, the Slavophile and Black
Hundred movements, such as white supremacy and the fact that Russians
are descended from a pure northern race, and their role is to defend this race
from all that can cause its degradation and decay. The Skinheads movement
first emerged in England in the 1960s as a movement focused on a new
approach to fashion. This movement's members gathered solely for
recreational purposes.

Both the Skinheads movement in England in the 1960s and the
Skinheads movement in post-Soviet Russia emerged as a reaction to radical
economic changes. Although they began as a source of entertainment, their
membership grew in stages, eventually becoming a voice of the working
class in the face of a changing world in economic, political, and cultural
terms. The breakup of the Soviet Union and the first legislative elections in
post-Soviet Russia in 1993 disappointed those who advocated for Russia to
take the path of democracy. The 1990s saw the rise of the sociopolitical
movement known as neo-Nazism. This neo-Nazi organisation in Russia
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gained popularity after the Second Chechen War, which resulted in a series
of hate-motivated attacks against immigrants. In the 1990s, white supremacy
emerged as a phenomenon among right-wing extremists of neo-Nazi
ideology in Russia. The second Chechen war provided fuel for the fire,
especially among the members of the Skinhead movement. Furthermore, the
new presidential administration's imperialist and Stalinist syntax, as well as
the authorities' lack of monitoring of these extremist formations, contributed
to a large surge in membership and hate-motivated attacks. The 1990s period
marks Russia's separation into Russians and non-Russians.

The theoretical background for this book describes the principles and
phenomena that underpin movements like Skinheads and Nashi and
explains the proliferation of imperialist and Stalinist discourse based on the
idea of Aryan race identity and white supremacy among members of the
Skinheads movement, especially throughout post-Soviet Russia, when
Darwinian theory and the success of the Russian Army during the Second
World War advocated the idea of super-human and the supreme race.

This research contributes to a deeper understanding of two youth
socio-political movements known as Skinheads and Nashi that make up the
image of hybridised social rules and processes of a socio-structural political
post-Soviet Eastern Europe, the place where the post-Perestroika generation
found itself caught between those who were nostalgic for the empire and
militants for the transition to democracy. Members of the more current
Skinheads youth movement, such as the one studied in this book, come from
a post-Soviet area alongside other right-wing parties. This book contributes
to explaining the difference between the first Skinheads, who were a
working-class phenomenon who gathered only to share a certain type of
music, a different style of clothing, a passion for football, and the Skinheads
movement, which has become more politicised and involved in hate crimes
and ethnic conflict. The Skinhead movement in post-Soviet Russia is one of
the most aggressive and violent responses to the instability generated by the
disintegration of the USSR, and I will explain that these two movements are
symptoms of the sickness, not the disease itself. Moreover, the research
contributes to the understanding of the Skinheads and Nashi movement's
ideological, cultural, political, and economic context. At the same time, the

20



Introduction

paper helps to understand the forces that create youth collective mobilisation
in a post-communist society controlled by a non-official fascist ideology and
an ideology that denigrates the West and the concept of democracy. The
findings contribute to a better understanding of the patterns and dynamics
of right-wing radicalism in this transitional climate. Explaining and
assessing the reasons for collective mobilising among young people in a
changing society are critical components for understanding the subject
under investigation. These far-right movements have a mindset centred on
the separation between Us versus Them, which is a fundamental aspect of
the Skinhead and Nashi movements' philosophy. Based on their worldview,
these groups draw divisions between communities with differing
civic/ethnic qualities, resulting in hate crimes and ethnic conflict. The
significance of this book is to provide an analysis of what the Skinhead and
Nashi youth movements mean for democracy, post-Soviet Russia's
economy, and how they built their way to de-democratisation.

I chose this topic for my book because Nazi ideology is an area of
interest to me, and I wanted to bring up something that is an active
phenomenon not just in Russia, but in other parts of the world. The reason
for choosing this topic for my book comes from the desire for documentation
in relation to the Nazi ideology. It is also, in some ways, a continuation of
my dissertation thesis, in which I analysed the techniques used in Nazi
propaganda through the speeches of Joseph Goebbels.

The issue I selected to examine in this book is strongly tied to the Nazi
ideology, as it is a new generation, a new form of Nazism, neo-Nazism, a
socio-political movement whose goal is to resuscitate the Nazi ideology,
reinstalling the doctrine of empire.

The research questions underlying the book are:

What contributed to the emergence of nationalist and xenophobic attitudes
among young people in post-Soviet Russia?

What role do the youth movement Skinheads play in the de-democratisation
process of Post-Soviet Russia?

How did the Political Youth Movement Nashi pave the way to managed
democracy in post-Soviet Russia?
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I will answer these questions by examining the crisis society of post-
Soviet Russia, a society in which nationalism and xenophobia created a
favourable environment for development.

The goal is to examine nationalism and xenophobia through the lens
of two young movements: the Russian Skinheads Movement and the
Political Youth Movement Nashi. The goal is to investigate the primary
promoters that led to the intensification of xenophobia and nationalism
among these teenagers, considering their popularity during Russia's societal
instability in the 1990s. However, the most significant part of this analysis
remains the relevance of these two movements to Russian society.

The hypothesis relates to the role that these two youth movements had
in the process of de-democratization in post-Soviet Russia, and the fact that,
during the de-democratization process, these movements developed
appealing messages, announcements, discourses, and activities for post-
Soviet Russian youth to gain their support and transform their
organisational forms and structures in a way that would allow them to
achieve their goals.

I collected data using a variety of methods during the development of
this paper. The qualitative process utilised includes an interview with a
former member of the Skinheads movement, the usage of documents from
the Nashi movement's website, and articles from specialised magazines. By
the qualitative method, I interpreted the language used by the Nashi
movement on their website to attract as many members as possible, the
messages being written in capital letters, providing a detailed analysis of
what they wanted to convey. I looked at the documents of the analysed
movements, such as the Skinheads movement groups and the Nashi
movement website, where I was able to analyse two brochures. Another
method used to elaborate on this paper was the structured interview held on
the VKontakte platform. For this study, I interviewed a former member of
the Skinheads movement about his time there, but no former member of the
Nashi movement agreed to give me an interview. By joining the Vkontakte
group and checking the Nashi movement website, I was able to contact a few
people who were part of the movement but did not want to talk.
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This effort went beyond simply collecting data through interviews and
analysing the documents mentioned above. To present a comprehensive
image of the Skinhead movement in Putin's Russia, I analysed statistics
compiled by the Moscow-based research centre of nationalism and
xenophobia, the SOVA centre. On the centre's website, I was able to analyse
the numerical data that surfaced monthly concerning the Skinheads
movement's xenophobic acts and attacks, as well as the movement's current
evolution in Russia. Although the movement is no longer widely publicised,
its actions are still visible in Russia.

The first chapter of this book addresses a theoretical debate by
analysing and describing the major principles that constitute the foundation
of the Skinheads and Nashi movements.

The term nationalism requires an analysis that begins with the
historical process of the formation of the state, a process that assumes that
nationalism stems from the concept of the nation. Throughout the last two
centuries, leaders used a series of strategies to unify groups under one
nation-state, and after these strategies, to incorporate these groups under one
nation-state. These groups developed national symbols, a common identity,
and expressions of loyalty for their leaders, all of which brought a strong
nationalist wave. According to the historian, Anthony D. Smith the
nationalism has five meanings. The usages of the term nationalism point out
the formation of a nation, the national consciousness, the language and
symbols of a nation, the social and political movement, and the image of
nationalism as doctrine and/or ideology. These meanings reveal the specific
processes and features of nationalism and, nevertheless, presuppose a
considerable amount of national sentiment concerning their country and, of
course, their leader. Given the theory that embodies the term nationalism,
according to all my research, the concept of xenophobia does not have such
a broad theoretical basis that we cannot talk about this concept without
considering terms such as race, ethnicity, nations, and antisemitism. The
meanings nevertheless presuppose a considerable amount of national
sentiment for their country and, of course, their leader. Based on the
principle of soil and soul, that is, a strong attachment that presupposes a
close connection with the place where the individual was born and grew up,
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the ancestral earth. All these meanings of the concept of nationalism are
related to everything about the past of a nation. An organised group or
movement could show a high degree of national sentiment, possess national
symbols, myths, and share a common language. On the other hand, a
nationalist group or movement will come with the creation of their
“nationalist world” as a reaction against the change that is taking place in
society (a reaction against globalization) through historical research, songs,
cultural journals, literature, activities, national flags that resonates with the
historical past (the flag of the Russian Imperial Movement, inspired by
Imperial Russia’s flag). In this chapter, I will emphasise various types of
nationalism because, in the specialised literature, we can find a fairly large
number of forms that nationalism has used over time. Hans Kohn's
classification is the most relevant; thus, we can talk about 9 types of
nationalism: Jacobin, liberal (Risorgimento), integral, traditional
(conservative), civic, ethnic, Western-Eastern, economic, and extremist.

The other term, “Xxenophobia,” is relatively new, as the term
nationalism appeared in the late 18" century. But there are some examples
of xenophobic sentiment in Ancient Greece (denigration of barbarians and
the belief that the Greek culture and people were superior to all others), also
Ancient Romans had this notion of superiority over other nations, and
during this chapter, I will give a classification of xenophobia. From a social
and political perspective, xenophobia manifests itself in the division of the
world between ethnic groups and races. The term xenophobia is divided into
two parts, namely, cultural and immigrant xenophobia. Throughout this
book, I will analyse and explain in detail these two components that
characterise xenophobia. Nationalism is frequently accompanied by
xenophobia in the case of identifying an enemy, a nation. This mentality is
part of what psychologists call the US vs THEM effect. The tendency of
individuals to view the social world in terms of an ingroup (us) and an
outgroup (them).

In that chapter, I will present the use of the terms “Nation” and
“Nationality”/Hapod — Hapodrocmv. In the Russian language, the terms
“nation” and “nationality”/napod - napodrocmyo are seen in a different way
than their meaning in English. In the Russian worldview, napod — napodnocmuo
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are the most stable concepts and most ambiguous. The term (napodrocmp) is
the main innovation of Count Sergei Semionovich Uvarov!. For Uvarov,
nationality meant a local tradition rooted in the historical evolution of
Russia, which connected politics with the Church to give both stability. The
term napodrocmo refers to individual membership in a nation (1apod) as a
cultural, linguistic, and historic community who are faithful to Russia’s
distinct cultural heritage. The other term, napod (nation), is not the entire
nation, just the working part of the nation

Moreover, I will analyse a concept often used by Russian nationalists,
namely the Russian Idea, which is a concept that is at the core of the identity
of the Russian people. To better understand the identity and conscience of a
people, the analysis of the idea of a people is important to understand the
meaning of a historical event. The national idea is closely related to the
identity, conscience, dignity, and national unity of a people. This national
idea dominates the consciousness of a people and is what determines the
specific actions, behaviours, and goals in times of war.

The last subchapter focuses on building the meaning of
Russianness/Pycckocmv and what role this concept plays in the politics of the
Russian state. The term Russianness is based on the idea of creating a nation-
state that includes ethnic Russians (who do not live on Russian territory, but
whose roots are in Russia) and the Russians living in the Russian territory.
Over time, this concept of Russianness has metamorphosed into a key
concept not just culturally but also physically. This led to the outbreak of
various forms of ethnic violence, the best known is the skinhead movement.

The second chapter focuses on the historical background from the 19t
century to the 21+t century. It is an analysis of the far-right groups that have
existed in Russia over time, starting with the Black Hundred and continuing
with the 21 century Nashi movement. Aggravated by financial, political, and
socio-cultural crises, the 1990s were filled with turmoil and violence, and a
massive rise in crime and corruption was a distinctive characteristic of the
Yeltsin years. Further endorsing the use of force and increasing tensions
between ethnic Russians and non-Russians, particularly Muslims from the

1 was an Imperial Russian classical scholar, best remembered as an influential imperial
statesman under Nicholas | of Russia.
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southern regions of the Federation, the First Chechen War (1994-1996)
strongly influenced the nationalistic and racist attitudes of many Russians.
It is also clear that the difficult social and economic situation that resulted
from the troubles of the 1990s provided fuel for the fire, creating an
environment of social friction, low trust, and increasing racial intolerance,
particularly Islamophobia, following the First Chechen War. Xenophobia
and nationalism have become the keystones of the skinhead movement, and
the roots of their ideology are multifaceted.

The third chapter focuses on the extreme nationalist skinhead
movement and its role in the de-democratisation process. The movement
first emerged as a symptom of wider changes throughout Russian society
following the collapse of communism, being part of a general rise in
nationalistic and xenophobic attitudes among the wider population. The
Russian skinhead movement was composed of four groups of teenagers
mimicking the style (including shaved heads and heavy boots) and actions
(commonly viewed as extreme right-wing nationalists or neo-nazists who
exposed antisemitic and other racist views) of their western counterparts.

Referring to the Nashi youth movement, I analyse post-Soviet Russia,
particularly Russia under Putin's leadership. During this time, the Russian
state encompassed three distinct categories, such as: Tsarist official
nationality, cultural and political nationalism. The first category establishes
the criteria under which the other two nationalisms (cultural and political)
gain autonomy. The Nashi youth movement encompasses all these
categories of nationalism, the members of this movement did not directly
experience these periods in Russian history (Tsarist Empire and Soviet
Union), their political and social identity has been influenced by various
factors such as books, films, and family or other officials' stories, being at a
young age they were easily influenced by these factors that contributed to
their political formation, all this was fed by the presidential administration,
which organized camps (summer camps at Seliger) and promised them
important functions in politics.

Throughout this chapter, I will examine the Nashi youth movement
through the ideals that it targets, including patriotism and nationalism. The
Nashi movement is an example of astro-turfing (an action aimed at
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concealing an organisation's sponsor or sponsors' activity that seeks to
conceal an organisation's sponsor or sponsors to give the idea that members
(in the case of the Nashi movement, the kommissar in charge of
activities/activist leaders) sponsor and support the organisation, rather than
someone else).

These two movements are defined primarily by the concepts of
nationalism and xenophobia. To define and analyse the notions of
nationalism and xenophobia, I used a book written by Hans Kohn, and
Anthony Smith's publications provided a very significant bibliography for
understanding and classifying the concept of nationalism. Marlene
Laruelle's books also helped me analyse Russian nationalism from various
perspectives.

The Skinheads movement, which I decided to analyse, gained a lot of
attention from the press in Russia and the West. This provided me with a
wide range of bibliographic sources, including Hilary Pilkington, Elena
Omelchenko, and Albina Garifzianova, on Russia’s skinheads. Exploring and
Rethinking Subcultural Lives (2010). This study explores the Skinhead
movement from a sociological perspective and describes the Skinhead
movement as belonging to an uncivilised class that uses violence as its only
means of expression and achieving its goals. For this part of the research, I
used statistics developed by the Moscow SOVA information and analysis
centre. This site has provided me with access to the statistics archive for
several years (from 2000 to the present), and the documents I discovered
helped me gain an overview of the Skinheads movement's actions. I
discovered that, while the Skinheads movement is no longer as visible in
Russia as it was in the early 2000s, I was able to assemble some statistics on
their vandalism and ethnic violence against non-Russians. The number of
xenophobic actions is lower today than it was between 1990 and 2000, with
the help of sources such as Alexandr Verkhovsky and Galina Kozhenikova,
“Anti-Semitism in Russia: January-September 2006”, and SOVA Research
Centre. Russian Nationalism and Xenophobia from January to November 2024.

Unlike the Skinheads movement, the Nashi youth political movement
(also known as Putinjugend) did not receive as much attention from
researchers. The documents used in the chapter dedicated to the analysis of
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the Nashi movement helped me to comprehend the ideology, ideals, and
objectives of this youth movement. With the help of these studies, I was able
to exemplify and broadly explain the relationship between the two youth
movements and to draw comparisons and similarities between Skinheads
and Nashi movements, which on the surface appear to be different, but a
more in-depth analysis was required to see that the two are quite similar,
particularly in terms of the ideologies addressed.

Furthermore, I accessed an old Nashi movement website, which served
as a source for me to analyse the brochures created by the movement's
representatives about the summer camp at Lake Seliger, the recruitment
procedures, and all the activities carried out within this youth movement. I
also had access to the registration forms for this movement.
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CHAPTERI.

The Meaning of Nationalism
and Xenophobia

The term nationalism is a term that belongs to modernity. Its political
and social meaning goes back to the German philosopher Johann Gottfried
Herder and the French counter-revolutionary cleric, the Abbé Augustin de
Barruel, at the end of the 18" century? Throughout the nineteenth century,
the terms nationalism and xenophobia were rarely utilised.

The concept of nationalism was first embraced as a sense of belonging
to a nation because of a social integration process, in which individuals share
common cultural backgrounds and traditions. This phenomenon is mostly
cultural but can also assume political forms.?

In English, the first use of the term “nationalism” was in 1836, and it
appeared to be theological, the doctrine that a certain nation is divinely
elected. Later, it was associated with national egotism. However, adjectives
like “nationality” and “nationalness”, which allude to national zeal or
individuality, were more commonly used.*

Over the centuries, nationalism has undergone several changes, its
traditional character being found in the fact that the past has made its
presence felt frequently. Nationalism requires an analysis that begins with
the historical process of the formation of the state, a process that assumes
that nationalism stems from the concept of the nation.

2 Anthony D. Smith, Nationalism, USA: Polity Press, 2010, p. 5.

3 John Plamenatz, Karl Marx'’s Philosophy of Man, London: Clarendon Press, 1976, pp.23-36.

4 Anthony D. Smith, Nationalism. Critical Concepts in Political Science, Vol. |, London:
Routledge, p. 5.
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Up until the French Revolution, the political and social unity
consolidated around empires, fiefdoms, and tribal affiliation (in this century,
European nations began to determine the political boundaries based on
ethnic traditions and loyalties). After the French Revolution, the idea of a
nation gained new connotations, one of which belonged to Emmanuel Sieyes
in a book published in 1789, where nationalism is interpreted as the totality
of persons who have common laws and are represented under the same
legislature.> Due to the Industrial Revolution, an integrated, nation-
encompassing economy emerged and a national public sphere, where British
people began to mobilise on a state-wide scale, rather than just in the smaller
units of their province, town, or family.® The early emergence of a popular
patriotic nationalism took place in the mid-18th century and was actively
promoted by the British government and by the writers and intellectuals of
the time.” For example, national symbols, anthems, myths, and flags were
constructed by nationalists and widely adopted. The best example is the
Union Jack, which was adopted in 1801 as a national symbol.?

The political convulsions of the late 18th century associated with the
American and French revolutions massively augmented the widespread
appeal of patriotic nationalism.® Napoleon Bonaparte's rise to power further
established nationalism when he invaded much of Europe. Napoleon used
this opportunity to spread revolutionary ideas, resulting in much of the 19th-
century European Nationalism.!

Throughout the last two centuries, leaders used a series of strategies to
unify groups under one nation-state, and after these strategies, to
incorporate these groups under one nation-state. These groups developed
national symbols, a common identity, and expressions of loyalty for their
leaders, all of which brought a strong nationalist wave. For example, the
eagle was a symbol of power in ancient Rome that was resurrected with

5 Emmanuele Sieyés, Qué es el Tercer Estado? precedido de Ensayo sobre los privilegios,
Madrid: Alianza, p. 92.

6 Michael Mann, The rise of classes and nation-state 1760-1914, Vol.ll, Los Angeles:
University of California, 2012, pp. 92-94.

7 Gerald Newman, The Rise of English Nationalism. A cultural history, 1740-1830, USA:
Palgrave Macmillan, 1997.

8 Nick Groom, The Union Jack: The Story of Briths Flag, London: Atlantic Books, 2007.

¢ Anthony Smith, Nationalism and Modernism: A critical survey of recent theories of nations
and nationalism, London: Routledge, 2003, p. 116.

10 Alexander Motyl, Encyclopedia of Nationalism, San Diego: Academic Press, 2001.
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Christian meaning into used by both Germany and the United States.
Another example, Nazi Germany was inspired by the ancient Hindu
swastika. While the original symbol originally meant “good luck” (and in
parts of India, continues to mean this today), the German Nazi Party
changed both the direction of the symbol and the meaning to represent
inaccurate notions of a perfect Germanic/Aryan bloodline. Nazi Germany
also focused oppression and violence on non-Aryan German people (e.g.,
Jews) and demanded loyalty to the Nazi party and their leader. Also, the
French Revolution used symbols such as the tricolour flag of red, blue, and
white, which represented Paris and the country of France as a whole. They
also used a red hat known as the liberty cap, which denoted unity and
allegiance to a new regime.!! The liberty hat was also worn by Marianne, a
female symbol of the revolution and new France. I have given some
examples to highlight a few nations that have embraced the term
“nationalism” and the symbols that represent the nation.

All these elements that make up the phenomenon of nationalism
conceptualise different theories':
1. Nationalism as an ideology, viewed from the perspective of the form
of social, political, and territorial organisation.
2. Nationalism in the form of ideology focuses on the processes of
strengthening nations.
3. Nationalism is an attitude or form of identity incorporating cultural
and political feelings.
According to the historian, Anthony D. Smith the nationalism has five
meanings:3
1. A process of formation, or growth, of nations.
A sentiment or consciousness of belonging to the nation.
A language and symbolism of the nation.
A social and political movement on behalf of the nation.

A

A doctrine and/or ideology of the nation, both general and particular.

1 https://study.com/learn/lesson/nationalism-history-overview-examples.html, accessed
27.02.2023.

12 Christophe Jaffrelot, For a theory of nationalism, Centre d’études et de recherches
internationals SciencesPo, 2013, p. 31

13 Anthony D.Smith, Nationalism. Critical Concepts in Political Science, Vol.l, London:
Routledge, pp.5-6.
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The five aspects of nationalism point out the formation of a nation, the
national consciousness, the language and symbols of a nation, the social and political
movement, and the image of nationalism as doctrine and/or ideology. These
meanings reveal the specific processes and features of nationalism. The
meanings nevertheless presuppose a considerable amount of national
sentiment concerning their country and, of course, their leader. Based on the
principle of soil and soul, that is, in my opinion, a strong attachment that
presupposes a close connection with the place where the individual was born
and grew up, the ancestral earth. All these meanings of the concept of
nationalism are related to everything about the past of a nation. An
organised group or movement could show a high degree of national
sentiment, possess national symbols, myths, and share a common language.
On the other hand, a nationalist group or movement will come with the
creation of their “nationalist world” as a reaction against the change that is
taking place in society (a reaction against globalization) through historical
research, songs, cultural journals, literature, activities, national flags that
resonates with the historical past (the flag of the Russian Imperial
Movement, inspired by Imperial Russia’s flag). The most important part of
this symbolism is proper names (a distinct feature of the nationalist
movement), which are chosen from the past to express the nation’s
distinctiveness, heroism, and sense of destiny, to resonate these qualities
among the members."* For example, a skinhead is a teenager of a subculture
characterised by their hair cut off and heavy boots, seen as aggressive. These
meanings presented by Anthony Smith place the nation at the centre of the
nationalist ideology and unify the nation under one political authority. As I
mentioned, over time nationalism has taken on different forms and
meanings depending on each region, of course, where it was promoted by
the leaders of the respective nation/region. It is therefore difficult to say that
the nationalist movements have been subjected to a single model. Once the
nationalist ideology has manifested itself in a certain group and has
consolidated itself as part of the political discourse, one can speak of a

14 |bidem, p. 7.
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nationalist movement.' In the specialised literature, we can find a fairly large
number of forms that nationalism has used over time. Hans Kohn's
classification is the most relevant; thus, we can talk about 9 types of
nationalism: Jacobin, liberal (Risorgimento), integral, traditional
(conservative), civic, ethnic, Western-Eastern, economic, and extremist.

1. Jacobin nationalism was during the French Revolution, and its name
was attributed by members affiliated with the Jacobin Club:
Robespierre, Louis de Saint-Just'e, etc. Its purpose was to extend the
principles of the French Revolution, the main characteristics of this
trend being: intolerance of internal opposition, militarism, and
implicitly the use of force to achieve its purpose, confidence, and
effectiveness of its mission, of frequent application of force, and
religious fanaticism.

2. Liberal nationalism (Risorgimento) emerged in the Enlightenment
period and was promoted by Giuseppe Mazzini, also considered to
have inspired the “Young Italy” movement. At this stage, the principle
of self-determination and the place of the individual in the national
context were promoted, which involved the realisation of a connection
between the individual and the national perspective. In the 19th
century, the nationalist movements of that period wanted to create a
national state based on the principles governing society, embedded in
a common interest of those who live and live on the same territory
delimited by political boundaries.

3. Integral nationalism appeared in the 20th century. And some of the
peculiarities of this current are the influence of fascist and Russian
Bolshevism. For a better understanding of this type of nationalism, it
is necessary to consider the following factors: the militaristic spirit, the
feeling of superiority generated by success and the third one results

5 Omer Senan Arslaner, “Reviewing the Theories of Nationalism: Historicizing, Classifying
and Inquiring the Conceptualization”, Lectio Socialis, Vol. 6, No. 2,2022, p. 7.

16 | auren Cottle “Jacobins in the French Revolution”, European History Study Guide, https://
study.com/academy/lesson/who-were-the-jacobins-definition-history.html accessed on
28.02.2023.

33


https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/@senan.arslaner
https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/@senan.arslaner
https://study.com/academy/lesson/who-were-the-jacobins-definition-history.html
https://study.com/academy/lesson/who-were-the-jacobins-definition-history.html

Nationalism and Xenophobia in Post-Soviet Russia: Skinhead and Nashi Movements

from the very range of operations and propagandistic instruments that
Jacobin and liberal nationalism have used to unify national states.!”

4. Traditional nationalism (conservative) appeared as a reaction to the
French Revolution and rationalism, as an expression of a return to the
ancient traditions that formed nations. The same culture, the same
ideals, and sacred values are considered the essence of traditionalist
nationalism.!

5. Civic nationalism combines two principles, that of individual self-
determination and national self-determination, but amplifies the idea
that nationalism involves several authorities and laws that are the
source of equality and rights. Civic nationalism proposes a type of
society in which the values, culture, aspirations, and ideas of the nation
contribute to the intensification of national sentiment.

6. Ethnic nationalism promotes the ethnic community, the will of the
people, folk traditions, and customs (ballads, myths). Cultural and
collective identity is the central point of this ideology, highlighted and
harnessed by the glorious past. From an ethnic perspective, only folk
traditions and customs constituted what is now a nation. In this
category, traditions and mythologies are considered the moral
physiognomy of the community.

7. Western-Eastern nationalism, in Hans Kohn'’s view, Western
nationalism promoted the idea of rationality specific to England,
France, and America. German nationalism was aimed at identifying
Germany as an independent state. Different from other ideologies, the
doctrine of the German people promoted the exclusive and privileged
history of Germany, the most beautiful of all, and with the right to
dominate the others.?

8. Economic nationalism, this type of nationalism combines many forms
depending on political or national influences, which explains that

17" Dan Dungaciu, Elita interbelica: Sociologia romaneascd in context european. Bucuresti:
Mica Valahie, 2003, p. 154.

18 Kiley Bickford, Nationalism in the French Revolution of 1789, Doctoral Thesis, Honors
College, Maine, 2014, p. 9.

19 Krzysztof Jaskutowski, “Western (civic) versus Eastern (ethnic) Nationalism. The Origins
and and Critique of the Dichotomy”, Polish Sociology Review, Vol.3, No.10, 2010, pp.291-
292.
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disseminating this current by trying to encourage the governments of
certain countries to maximise the welfare of citizens.?

9. Extremist nationalism is divided between a nazi and a fascist
perspective. One of the principles of this type of nationalism is that of
the superhuman competing with the Other.

Here, society is divided into four categories:

1. Society and the masses need guidance.

2. Society needs an elite that distinguishes itself from the rest of the
masses by heroism and sacrificial capacity to promote and preserve
purely nationalist principles.

3. Society needs a leader who has the authority to guide the masses.?!
Extremist nationalism is divided between the perspective of the masses

and the perspective of the elite. As I presented above, there are too many
kinds of nationalism. It is often said that nationalism has no ideology to
speak of, let alone a doctrine. It is only a bundle of inchoate sentiments,
elaborated by florid rhetoric.?? Nationalist ideologies have well-defined goals
of collective self-rule, a territorial and cultural programme for achieving
these ends.? There are certainly different kinds of nationalism: Jacobin,
liberal, integral, traditional, civic, ethnic, economic, and so on. But all of these
are for one purpose: the pursuit of nationhood. These elements mark out
nationalism from other kinds of movements and ideologies.?* Nationalism
has gone through the most extreme forms, which, of course, have attracted
the attempts of nations to defend their territories, their status as citizens, and
the superiority of their race.

The other term, “xenophobia,” is relatively new, as the term
nationalism appeared in the late 18" century. But there are some examples
of xenophobic sentiment in Ancient Greece (denigration of barbarians and
the belief that the Greek culture and people were superior to all others), also

20 |bidem, p. 292.

21 Bernard Baertschi & Kevin Mulligan, Nationalismele, Bucuresti: Nemira, 2010, p. 35.

22 Anthony D. Smith, Nationalism, USA: Polity Press, 2010, p. 24.

23 |bidem, pp.24-25.

24 Aislinn Bronwyn McCann, “Civic Culture: Scotland’s Struggle for its Political Interests”,
Virginia, 2017, p. 13.
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Ancient Romans had this notion of superiority over other nations. For
example, in his speech, Manius Acilius presents the notion of superiority:
“There, as you know, there were Macedonians and Thracians and Illyrians,
all most warlike nations, here Syrians and Asiatic Greeks, the most worthless
peoples among mankind and born for slavery.”?

1.1. Definition of nationalism and xenophobia

Itis impossible to give an exact definition of the concept of nationalism.
It is also not easy to define this term in one sentence, and there is no simple
basic definition/meaning. But we cannot speak of a generic definition of
nationalism because such a definition cannot be applied to all states and, of
course, to all peoples. Over time, many researchers, historians have tried to
define this concept in two ways (as a term that reflects a political
phenomenon and as a term that examines the creation/origin of the nation
and other issues that I will explain later. First, I will start with the dictionary
definition of this term.

According to Oxford Learner’s Dictionaries, the term nationalism is
defined in two ways. First, nationalism is seen as: “the desire of a group of
people who share an ethnic group, culture, language, to form an
independent country”? and second, “an ideology that emphasises loyalty,
devotion or allegiance to a nation or nation-state and holds that such
obligations outweigh other individual or group interests.”?

The American historian, Hans Kohn, provided definitions on the
concept of nationalism and defined this concept as an ideology based on the
premise that the individual’s loyalty and devotion to the nation-state surpass
other individual or group interests.?® On the other hand, Kohn described
nationalism as: “a state of mind, permeating the large majority of a people

25 Benjamin H. Isaac, The Invention of Racism in Classical Antiquity, USA: Princeton University
Press, p. 317.

26 Oxford Learner's Dictionaries, https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/
english/nationalism?qg=nationalism, accessed in 28.02.2023.

27 lbidem, https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/nationalism?q=
nationalism, accessed in 28.02.2023.

28 Vikas Sreevatsa, “Nations, National Identity and Nationalism”, Defence Research and
Studies, 2022, https://dras.in/nations-national-identity-and-nationalism/ accessed in
28.02.2023.
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and claiming to permeate all its members; it recognises the nation-state as
the ideal form of political organisation and the nationality as the source of
all creative cultural energy and of economic well-being.”?

The historian, Carlton ]J.H. Hayes gives four definitions of the term
nationalism, one of them is: “a condition of mind among members of a
nationality, in which loyalty to the ideal or to the fact of one’s national state
becomes superior to all other loyalties, and of which pride in one’s nationality
and belief in its intrinsic excellence and in its mission are integral parts.”

Another definition of the term nationalism is: “an ideological
movement for attaining and maintaining autonomy, unity and identity for a
population which some of its members deem to constitute an actual or
potential nation.”3!

As I mentioned in the first part of this subchapter, the concept of
nationalism has received many definitions/meanings over time. After
looking at some of these definitions, I was able to separate this concept into
two major ways:

1. Nationalism is seen as a state of mind (the origins of a nation, the
national consciousness, etc).

2. Nationalism is a political phenomenon with its origin in the late 18®
century.

Furthermore, the phrase state of mind or sentiment is a pillar in the
formation of nationalist beliefs. As Kohn said, the fact that nationalism is a
state of mind permeates all members. And with this, the members of the
nationalist groups have created a shield against globalisation. Groups or
movements are associated with the idea that they constitute a solid nation
and with the desire to form a strong nation-state without being influenced
by what comes from outside (here I am referring strictly to what comes from
their cultural past, traditions, ancestors, etc.). Kohn's definition suggests that
the nationality of an individual is an expression of nationalism.

29 Hans Kohn, The Idea of Nationalism, New York: Macmillan, 1946, p. 18.
30 Carlton J.H.Hayes, Essays on Nationalism, New York: Macmillan, 1926, p. 6.
31 Anthony D. Smith, Nationalism, USA: Polity Press, 2010, p. 9.
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K.R. Minogue presented nationalism as: “a set of ideas...a form of self-
expression by which a certain kind of political excitement can be
communicated from an elite to masses.”32

The Royal Institute of International Affairs (in 1939) described
nationalism as: “a consciousness, on the part of individuals or groups, of
membership in a nation, or of a desire to forward the strength, liberty, or
prosperity of a nation.”® Again, these two definitions highlight the idea of
national consciousness or sentiment, which encompasses a nation and its
goal to create a nation-state. Apart from the concept of nationalism as a
political phenomenon, ideology, or doctrine, nationalism was defined
throughout history as a state of mind, a sentiment, and especially loyalty
towards a nation that brings together a group of people under a common
feeling, culture, traditions, and symbols. Snyder said that nationalism:
“should be considered first and foremost a state of mind, an act of
consciousness, a psychological fact.”** Given all these definitions, I have
concluded that, above all, the concept of nationalism is seen as a state of mind
and not as a political phenomenon. Nationalism as a political phenomenon
is of secondary importance to nations. Snyder speaks about “the aspirations
of the nation”%; the Royal Institute about a “desire to forward the strength,
liberty, or prosperity of a nation”%; Kohn mentions “the nation-state as the
ideal form of political organisation”?; and Hayes refers to “loyalty... to the
fact of one's national state”®. But for Ernest Gellner the nationalism as a
political phenomenon is of greater importance: “Nationalism is primarily a
political principle, which holds that the political and national unit should be
congruent.”® But this definition does not exclude the idea of national

32 Kenneth R. Minogue, Nationalism, UK: Methuen Publishing Ltd, 1967, p. 53.

33 Bernard Spolsky, Language and Education in Multilingual Settings, England: Multilingual
Matters Ltd, 1986, p. 137.

34 Gale Stroke, “Cognition and the Function of Nationalism”, The Journal of Interdisciplinary
History, Vol.4, No.4, 1974, pp.525-542, https://www.jstor.org/stable/202711?origin=
crossref accessed in 02.03.2023.

35 |bidem.

36 Bernard Spolsky, Language and Education in Multilingual Settings, England: Multilingual
Matters Ltd, 1986, p. 137.

37 Hans Kohn, The Idea of Nationalism, New York: Macmillan, 1946, p. 18.

38 Carlton J.H.Hayes, Essays on Nationalism, New York: Macmillan, 1926, p. 6.

39 Ernest Gellner, Nations and Nationalism, Oxford: Blackwell, 1983, p. 1.
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sentiment but incorporates this in the political field. In Gellner’s idea of
nationalism are presented both the sentiment and the political phenomenon
are presented. He also said that these two parts could be separated, but in
another way, they are inextricably connected: “Nationalism as a sentiment
may be defined in terms of this principle. Nationalist sentiment is the feeling
of anger aroused by the violation of the principle, or the feeling of
satisfaction aroused by its fulfilment. A nationalist movement is one actuated
by a sentiment of this kind.”4 Trying to define this concept, historians
covered both aspects of nationalism. Besides being a political phenomenon,
it is also a psychological, human phenomenon, a continuous process that has
changed over time. Also, nationalism has a few elements that form its basis:
a) a common race
b) language (“language may invite us to unite, but it does not compel us
to do so...”41).
¢) traditions
d) religion (offers a foundation for the growth of nationalism, for
example, in Holy Russia, faith preserved in its purity; in the Russian
view, the Eastern Church is equal to the Russian state, and Christianity
is more important than other religions).
e) history
f) geography

Race is an important pillar in the creation of nationalism. For
nationalists, race, like many other aspects, is a key issue; every nation may
have one race. In the following, I will analyse another concept that is in
correlation with the term nationalism, namely “xenophobia”. Given the
theory that embodies the term nationalism, according to all my research, the
concept of xenophobia does not have such a broad theoretical basis that we
cannot talk about this concept without considering terms such as race,
ethnicity, nations, and antisemitism.

40 |bidem.
41 Ernest Renan, What is a nation? Paris: Presses-Pocket, 1992, p. 129, translated by Ethan
Rundell.
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According to Oxford Learner’s Dictionaries, xenophobia is “a strong

feeling of dislike of people from other countries.”#> The Italian sociologist

Guido Bolaffi can be a “uncritical exaltation of another culture”# which is

“an unreal, stereotyped and exotic quality.”4 A 1997 article explains the fact

that xenophobia is “an element of a political struggle about who has the right

to be cared for by the state and society: a fight for the collective good of the

modern state.”4

From a social and political perspective, xenophobia manifests itself in

the division of the world between ethnic groups and races. The term

xenophobia is divided into two parts:

1. Cultural xenophobia involves rejecting objects, traditions, or symbols
that are associated with another group or nationality, such as
language, clothing, music, and other traditions associated with the
culture.

2. Immigrant xenophobia —implies rejecting people who the xenophobic
individual does not believe belong in the ingroup society, such as
rejecting people of different religions or nationalities, and can lead to
persecution, hostility, violence, and even genocide.*” For example, after
the first Chechen war, far-right groups in Russia promoted a strong
xenophobic sentiment, known as Islamophobia, and discrimination

against immigrants.

Nationalism is frequently accompanied by xenophobia in the case of

identifying an enemy, a nation. For example, Russian and the Soviet Society

42

43
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Oxford Learner's Dictionaries, https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/
english/xenophobia accessed in 02.03.2023.

Guido Bolaffi, Dictionary of race, ethnicity and culture, USA: Sage Publications Ltd, 2003, p.
332.

Ibidem.

Andreas Wimmer, “Explaining xenophobia and racism: A critical review of current research
approaches”, Ethnic and Racial Studies, Vol.20 (1), 1997, https://www.tandfonline.com/
doi/abs/10.1080/01419870.1997.9993946, accessed in 02.03.2023.

Lisa Fritscher, “What is Xenophobia?”, Verywell Mind, 9 December 2022, https://
www.verywellmind.com/xenophobia-fear-of-strangers-2671881 #toc-types-of-
xenophobia, accessed in 02.03.2023.

Ibidem, https://www.verywellmind.com/xenophobia-fear-of-strangers-2671881#toc-types-
of-xenophobia, accessed in 02.03.2023.
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split into two parts: “Us” versus “Them”. This mentality is part of what
psychologists call the US vs THEM effect. The tendency of individuals to
view the social world in terms of an ingroup (us) and an outgroup (them).
People prefer to associate with those who are similar to those who are
different, preferentially allocate resources to similar others, and hold more
positive beliefs about similar others.* Finally, we can define xenophobia as
an intense fear or dislike of strange people, culture, traditions, and customs.

1.2. The meanings of the terms “Nation” and “Nationality”/
«Hapop — HapogHoOCTb»

The Russian language suggests that the Russians are not a nation in the
true sense of the word, and their ethnic and cultural identity is distinct from
their political one.* Geopolitically, any state entity on the immense open
north Eurasian plain had to be either a huge empire or a tiny unit in someone
else’s huge empire. Russia, or more accurately, Rus’ experienced the last
condition in the Mongol Empire, but then managed to become the former,
based on relatively poor resources. The result was that the Russians, as the
main ethnic stock of this north Eurasian empire, had to bear centuries of
serfdom, recruitment, and heavy taxation to provide the necessary resources
to sustain it.** Throughout history, the terms “nation” and “nationality” were
used interchangeably. Nevertheless, there is a difference between these two
terms. The term “nation” refers to a group of people born in the same
territory, and “nationality” refers to a group of people who belong to a
specific nation.

Perennialists saw the process of nation-building in the following way:
“the emergence of ethnicities is recognised as an adequate explanation for
the formation of nations [...] the formation of ethnic communities is a

48 American Psychological Association, https://dictionary.apa.org/us-versus-them-effect
accessed on 02.03.2023.

49 Geoffrey Hosking and Robert Service, Russian Nationalism Past and Present, Great Britain:
Macmillan Press Ltd, 1998, p. 2

50 |bidem.
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communitarian phenomenon; it is conditioned by the awareness of their
members of what they objectively have in common”.>!

According to Oxford Learner’s Dictionaries, the term “nation” is
defined as: “a country considered as a group of people with the same
language, culture and history, who live in a particular area under one
government”® and the Longman Dictionaries propose the following
definition: “a large group of people of the same race”> Both, nation, and
nationality refer to groups of people belonging to a defined territory. The
Royal Institute of International Affairs developed a study that attempts to
define these terms in English: “synonymously with State or country to mean
society united under one government... But the implications of a nation are
never precisely those of the State, since the nation calls to those persons who
compose a political community, State to the sovereign power to which they
owe an allegiance, and which holds sway over the territory which they
inhabit. Nation is also used to denote an aggregation of individuals united
by other, as well as political, religious, language, or tradition.”>*

In the Russian language, the terms “nation” and “nationality”/napoo -
Hapodnocmy are seen in a different way than their meaning in English. In the
Russian worldview, napod — napoonocmo are the most stable concepts and
most ambiguous. To better explain these terms, I thought of a scheme,
represented by a matryoshka doll. The term nationality (1apodrocmy) is the
largest doll, the broadest base of the entire dolls, the highest criterion which
goes back to the ancestral land and gets up to heavenly power, and it reaches
spiritual power, only then to the power of the leaders. A short history of the
term nationality (napodrocmyv), it is the main innovation of Count Sergei
Semionovich Uvarov, who initiated the beginning of a real education in

=n

51 Sergiu Miscoiu, “Formarea natjunii. O teorie socio-constructivistd”, Cluj-Napoca: Fundatia
pentru Studii Europene, 2006, pp.14-22.

52 Oxford Learner's Dictionaries, https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/
english/nation?q=nation accessed on 03.03.2023.

5 Longman Dictionary, https://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/nation accessed on
03.03.2023.

54 Yael Tamir, “The Right to National Self-Determination”, Refugee Scholarship: The Cross-
Fertilization of Culture, Vol. 58, No.3, 1991, pp.565-590, https://www.jstor.org/stable/
40970660 accessed on 03.03.2023.
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Russia, and restored the practice of sending scientists abroad for training.>
While the term nationality was presented to the general public as the new
element of the ideological system in Russia, in Uvarov's view, it was a notion
of third importance, as is apparent from the memo sent to the tsar, which he
did not see as an equivalent of modern nationalism. For him, nationality
meant a local tradition rooted in the historical evolution of Russia, which
connected politics with the Church to give both stability.>* Uvarov wrote his
program for the development of the Russian nation in French, which was
still the preferred language of the Russian elites at the time. Uvarov defined
the new principle of nationalité, which his officials then translated as
napoonocmu.”’ The most appropriate translation of this term is national-
specific. According to the author Serhii Plokhy, the term HapoanocTy was first
used in 1819. It appeared in a letter from the Russian painter Piotr Viazemski,
who said: “Why not translate nationalité with napoornocmu? After all, the Poles
use the term narodowosé. The Poles are not as pretentious as we are, and when
words do not naturally settle in language, they force them, and that’s all.>® It
was not long before this concept was accepted in Russia. In 1852, the poet
Alexander Pushkin speaks of a general sympathy, but not least of all, the lack
of a clear definition of this term. “For some time, we have been used to
talking about Hapoanocty, we want this Hapoguocty, and we complain
about the lack of a word in literary works, but no one has been found to
describe what this word means, HapogHocti. One of our critics seems to
believe that HapogHOCTI means to choose things that belong to the history of
our country, others think that Hapogrnoctu belongs to the language, and they
are glad that they can express themselves in Russian, that they use Russian

55 “Birth of Sergey S. Uvarov, Minister of Education of the Russian Empire”, Presidential
Library, https://www.prlib.ru/en/history/619510 accessed on 03.03.2023

56 Serhii Plokhy, Imperiul Pierdut. O Istorie a Nationalismului Rus: de la Ivan cel Groaznic la
Vladimir Putin, Bucuresti: Litera, 2022, p. 118.

57 lbidem.

58 3ayeM He nepeBecTu nationalité - HapogHocTb? Monsiku ckasanu >xe: narodowosc!
MonskuM He Tak 6pPe3rnuBbI, Kak Mbl, U C/I0BA, KOTOPbIe He fL06POBOIbHO NeEpecKakuBaroT
K HWM, MepeTackMBalOT OHM 3a BOJIOCbI, U Aeno c KoHuoMm.lpekpacHo! CnoBo, ecnu
HY>XHO OHO, yKopeHuTtcs. METp Bsxxemckun, Sctetuka n Jintepatypas Kputuka, MockBa:
MckycTBo, 1984, c.23.
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expressions.”* According to Count Uvarov, this term described a traditional
way of life whose purpose was to have a continuity of two Russian identity
elements (religion and autocracy) in an era influenced by European ideas.
While in Europe the idea of a nation, closely related to the principle of
popular representation, opposed political autocracy, in Russia, it was
assumed to align with the traditional tsarist regime. Uvarov did not want to
justify the autocratic rule of the tsar by saying that it was a divine right, as
was customary in the capital of the empire at that time.®* Uvarov made the
connection between autocracy and nationality, saying that “both flow from
the same source and unite in every chapter of the history of the Russian
people.”®* Uvarov was selective when he introduced the Western idea of
nationality to Russia. He ignored the German emphasis on national language
and culture, highlighting his attachment to traditional institutions. Since the
Russian Empire was multi-ethnic, the idea of ethnic particularity raised the
question of mobilisation against the Russian political regime of the kind
demonstrated by the Poles in 1830. There was also the possibility that
Russian nationalists would outline their rights and interests as different from
those of the monarchy.®2 Uvarov wanted to unite the concepts of HapogHOCTHI
and empire in the hope that the bond would increase the power of the
empire.®® The introduction of the term Hapoauoctu into the political sphere
of Russia meant the arrival of European nationalism in the Russian Empire.

59 AnekcaHpap lMywkuH, CobpaHne couymetaHmii B gecsitu tomax, Mockea: M3gaTtenbcTBo
Akagemumn Hayk CCCP, 1951, pp.38-39. «C HEKOTOPbIX NMOP BOLUIO y HAaC B 06bIKHOBEHWNE
roBOpUTb O HApPOAHOCTM, TpeboBaTb HAPOAHOCTM, >KaNoBaTbCsA Ha OTCYTCTBME
HapoAHOCTU B nNpousBefeHUAX nutepaTtypbl, HO HUKTO He AyMaNl onpeaennTb, 4YTO
pasyMeeT OH Mo CNOBOM HapoAHOCTb. OAMH N3 HaLMX KPUTUKOB, KaXKeTcs, nonaraer,
YTO HApPOAHOCTb COCTOWUT B Bbl6Ope MpeAMEeTOB U3 OTEYECTBEHHOW MCTOpUW, Apyrue
BUOAT HApOAHOCTb B cCnoBax, T. €. paayrTca TeMm, 4YTO, U3DBACHAACb MNO-PYCCKW,
YyNOTPeBSIOT PYCCKUE BbIPaXXeHUsI».

60 Serhii Plokhy, Imperiul Pierdut. O Istorie a Nationalismului Rus: de la Ivan cel Groaznic la
Vladimir Putin, Bucuresti: Litera, 2022, p. 119.

61 06a BbITEKAIOT M3 OAHOIO UCTOYHMKA M COEAUHAIOTCSA B KaXXA0M rnaBe UCTOPUM PYCCKOro
Hapopa. AnekcaHap AHppeeB, McTopusa rocyfnapcTBeHHou Bnactu B Poccuii, MockBsa:
Benbin Bonk, 1999, p. 160.

62 Serhii Plokhy, Imperiul Pierdut. O Istorie a Nationalismului Rus: de la Ivan cel Groaznic la
Vladimir Putin, Bucuresti: Litera, 2022, p. 120.

63 lbidem.
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Hapodrocmy is also seen as a “doctrine or national principle.”® On the
other hand, the term napodnocmo refers to individual membership in a nation
(napod) as a cultural, linguistic, and historic community who are faithful to
Russia’s distinct cultural heritage.

The other term, napod (nation), is not the entire nation, just the working
part of the nation. According to the definition of an academic dictionary, the
napod is “the main labouring mass of the country’s population (in
exploitative states, oppressed by the ruling classes)”® and it is represented
by “an official or a scientist, a policeman or a factory owner, who still work
and at the very least provide something for themselves and the state.”® The
word napod is used in the scientific literature in two main meanings: political
and cultural. Under the napod, in this case, means the totality of citizens of a
particular state. In this sense, the term can be found in political science and
other social sciences. In the second meaning, the concept of “nation” is used
in ethnology (ethnography) and disciplines similar to (cultural
anthropology, historical anthropology, etc.) and means a community based
on a common origin, language, culture, historical experience, etc.” In
Russian, this term also means social justice and truth; from here, we can infer
that napood is the personification of truth and social justice. In Russia, the

64 The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. "narodnost’. Encyclopedia Britannica, 1999,
https://www.britannica.com/topic/narodnost accessed in 04.03.2023.

65 «OCcHOBHasi TPyAOBasi Macca HacesneHus CTpaHbl (B 3KCMNyaTaTOPCKMX rocyaapcTaeax -
yrHetaemasi rocrnofCTBylOWMMM  Knaccamu)», https://www.emory.edu/INTELNET/
esse_narod.html accessed in 04.03.2023.

66 «YUHOBHMK UM YYeHbIW, MONULEACKUA nnn habpukaHT, KOTOpble BCe-Taku TpyASaTCA U
XyZl0-6e]HO cebsi o6ecrneunBatoT, K HAapoAy He NpuHagnexar, ubo Npons3BoasT He xneb
HaCyLHbIR, a BCAKWE puTyanbl, naeun, 6ymaxkn un dukumm», https://www.emory.edu/
INTELNET/esse_narod.html accessed in 04.03.2023.

67 CnoBo «Hapof» ynoTpebnseTca B Hay4YHOM iMTepaType B BYX OCHOBHbIX 3HAaUYEeHUAX — B
NnoJINTUY4ECKOM U B KYJIbTYPHO-3THUYECKOM. Baatbii B nepBomM 3Ha4YyeHUU TepMUH
ABNAETCA CUHOHUMOM TMOHATUA «HauUus». He CﬂyanIHO B COBpeMeHHbIX MOJINTUKO-
NpaBoOBbIX N AOKTPUHANbHbIX AOKYMEHTaX BbIPaXE€HUA «HApPOAHbIA CyBEepeHUTEeT» U
«npaBo Hapoaos Ha camoonpepeneHune» CUHOHUMMUYHDbI «HauyMoHanbHOMY
CYBEpEeHUTETY» U «MpaBy HaLUWUW Ha camoonpegeneHuer. MNog «HapoAoM» B 9TOM criyyae
pa3ymeeTCsi COBOKYMHOCTb rpaxfAaH OnpefenieHHoro rocypapcrea. B aTtom cmbicne
TEPMUH MOXHO BCTPETUTb B MOMMTONOIMM M B ApP. COUManbHbIX Haykax. Bo BTopom
3HAYEHUU NOHATUE «HAPOA» UCMONb3YeTCs B 3THONMOMMU (3THOrpadum) U CXOAHBIX C HE
aucumnnuHax (KynbTypHasi aHTpPOMOJIOrWs, WCTOpUYecKasi aHTpomnosorus v Aap.) u
03HayaeT Coo6LLEeCTBO, B OCHOBE KOTOPOro NEXWUT OBLHOCTb NPOUCXOXAEHUS, A3bIKA,
KYnbTypbl, uctopuyeckoro onbita u 1.4. https://iphlib.ru/library/collection/newphilenc/
document/HASH3d2ea45e4294a99c279a3d accessed in 04.03.2023.
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lovers of truth turned out to be lovers of people (only those who are part of

the working class and belong to social superiority, in this case, according to

the principle of exclusion, lead the people to collapse, reducing them to a

barbaric state). We have the national epithets to napod and npasda (truth):

Russian people — Russian truth/Working people — Working truth.®

1.3. A Russian understanding of nationalism

So far, I talked about Western nationalism; in the following, I will talk

about Russian nationalism, which needs substantial attention. Russian

nationalism includes a large spectrum covering several branches of the social

sciences: anthropology, geography, history, religion, ethnic studies, gender,

economics, and politics. Russian nationalism is shaping around two major

categories:

1. Nationalism as an imaginary of the nation (cosmism). This category
asserts that nations do not exist without an imaginary realm and that,
in the case of Russia, the nation’s imaginary of an imperial nature.
Whether we consider the Soviet Union to have been an empire or not,
its collapse has made it a post-mortem emblem of a defunct world that
is, implicitly or explicitly, associated with a form of empire; the former
territory was larger than that of the country today. Because the empire
ceases to exist, it can only be recreated in a discursive world by
elaborating doctrines that reinvent a virtual, alternate Russia. The
nation’s imaginary thus relies on the coding of three different imperial
features: geography, history, and space-religion. The imperial
reference implies that territorial expansion (the geographical feature)
is critical to justifying the country’s political relevance. The empires are
often based on religious legitimacy for Russia, Orthodoxy, and its
claim of being the Third Rome.® Yet during the atheist Soviet regime,
the Orthodox perception of the cosmos as God’s space blended with a

68 «pycckMi Hapoh M pycckas npaBfa, pabouui Hapoh u paboyas npaBga», https://
www.emory.edu/INTELNET/esse_narod.html accessed in 04.03.2023.

69 Marlene Laruelle, Russian Nationalism: Imaginaries, doctrines, and political battlefields,
New York: Routledge, 2019, p. 11.
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technological utopia that saw the conquest of space as intimately
linked with Russia’s territory and religiosity (the spatial-religious
feature). In all three cases, this rich imperial imaginary provides a form
of symbolic revenge over post-Soviet politics, its traumas,
humiliations, and misunderstandings.

. Nationalism as a doctrinal experiment. This part elaborates on a set of
principles. Russia has faced many ideological experiments advanced
by several figures or groups, yet only a few exhibit some theoretical
substance. Three main repertoires that have reshaped the post-Soviet
nationalist landscape: the first is Russia’s Aryanness and its religious
corollary, neo-paganism, which in a sense modifies and old Slavophile
theme to bring it into line with modern ideological references and
allows for the development of a feeling of shared destiny with Europe
and sometimes the West more globally; the second is the repertoire
advanced by Alexandr Dugin around his multiple attempts to
rehabilitate fascism as compatible with modern Russia and its
Eurasianist destiny (the core concept is that of the Conservative
Revolution which partly resonates with the Putin regime’s
conservative values agenda) and the third one is the Izborskii Club’s
effort to forge a Putinian doctrinal synthesis of conservative values,
anti-Westernism and Red-and-White reconciliation with the failed
hope of nurturing a more doctrinal turn on the part of the Presidential

Administration.”?

Nationalism is a political battlefield with several competing actors. It

belongs not only to the realm of ideas, but also to those of action and social

mobilisation. Nationalism can serve all purposes: it can ally with democratic

forces as well as with authoritarian ones; it can be liberal as well as illiberal;

it can consolidate the regime by offering it a consensual ideology, or it can

challenge and try to overthrow the ruling elites. As a political battlefield,

nationalism needs not only ideas, thinkers, funders, and patrons, but also

grassroots-level actors.” The relationship between Russian nationalists and

70 lbidem, p. 10.
71 lbidem, p. 12.
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the Russian state is a contradictory one, made of several combinations:
competition, co-optation, mutual borrowing, delegitimation, and repression.
William Jackson analysed the three main doers of Russian nationalism and
their interplay with state structures: the classic far-right groups which offer
a combination of references going from Italian fascism’s black shirts to US
white power; the newest trend of National Democrats, embodied by Putin’s
opponent Alexei Navalny who supports a European-inspired populist
ethnonationalism; and the resurgent militia groups, comprised of volunteer
fighters dreaming about Russia’s territorial expansion in New Russia.”

In the following, I will present these two categories more broadly:

Cosmism (nationalism as imperial imagery) represents for Russians a
school of thought fundamental for a better understanding of today’s
ideology. As Marlene Laruelle said: “Cosmism is rooted in the Romantic
tradition that rejects divisions of knowledge, assumes that scientific progress
and spiritual quest go-hand-in-hand, believes in micro- and macrocosms,
and cosmism’s main ramifications date from 1920s, when the Bolshevik
Revolution blended occult traditions and sciences of the future.””? Cosmism
is seen as: “a philosophical worldview, which is based on the idea of the
Cosmos and of man as a citizen of the World.””* The founding father was
Nikolai Fyodorov (1828-1903). He believed that humans had an ethical
obligation not only to care for the sick but to conquer death using science
and technology; outer space was the territory of both immortal life and
infinite resources.”” Cosmism is also known as Fyodorovism, and it
contains the idea that man is built as an image of God and must learn to
raise that which is dead (the ancestors). Here is also presented the idea of
having as many territories as possible because there is not enough space
in the present territory. Cosmism encompasses a vast theory of natural

72 William Jackson, “Fascism, Vigilantism, and the State: The Russian National Unity
Movement”, Problems of Post-Communism, Vol.46, No.1, pp.34-42.

73 Marina Simakova, “Russian Cosmism: A Foretaste of Revolution”, e-flux Journal, 2018,
https://www.e-flux.com/journal/88/176018/russian-cosmism-a-foretaste-of-revolution/
accessed in 06.03.2023.

74 «punocodpckoe MUPOBO33PEHME, B OCHOBY KOTOPOrO MOJIOXKEHO NPeACcTaBfeHNE O
KocmMoce M 0 4enoBeke KakK rpaxpgaHuHe Mwupa», https://cosmizm.ru/o-russkom-
kosmizme/ accessed in 07.03.2023.

75 Marlene Laruelle, Russian Nationalism: Imaginaries, doctrines, and political battlefields,
New York: Routledge, 2019, p. 23.
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philosophy that is combined with elements of religion and ethics. Cosmism
is based on a scientific perception, which pushes it to the extreme. It can
therefore be understood as a vitalist theory indirectly inspired by Bergsonian
thought. Cosmism also drew inspiration from the parascientific quests of its
time, such as spiritism, hypnotism, somnambulism, and telepathy, the
discovery of so-called animal magnetism (mesmerism), palingenesis, and
metempsychosis.”® Cosmism also appropriated some Russian intellectual
tradition. In the second half of the 19% century, several thinkers, stimulated
by Darwinism, set out to investigate the relations between science and faith,
as well as the epistemology of science.”” Cosmism can be considered a
product of the Silver Age and the revival of Russian philosophy embodied
by Nikolai Berdiaev (1874-1948), Sergei Trubetskoi (1862-1905), and many
others. The philosophers of the Russian Silver Age were driven by the
Romantic will for synthetic knowledge to give meaning to the world. They
wanted philosophical reflection to be meta-systematic and to provide
essential responses to their interrogations. They saw the much-awaited
realisation of the union among science, faith, and poetry in a renewed
philosophy.” The cosmists are particularly indebted to Vladimir Soloviev,
who himself had borrowed the notion of integral knowledge (ueamnoe
sHanne) and had been influenced by the combination of mystical intuitions
and interest in the Russian question.”” Soloviev’s philosophy lies at the
intersection of the three approaches that set humanity on the path to
wisdom: theosophy (thought), theurgy (emotion, art), and theocracy (will).
The philosopher believed that only Orthodoxy could infuse this new
philosophy with Christian principles, with the task of re-establishing the
unity of the intelligible world.® The cosmism of the Russian view also blends

76 |bidem, p. 21.

77 Edward Larson, “The Reception of Darwinism in the Nineteenth Century: A Three-Part
Stories”, Science and Christian Belief, Vol.21, No.1, 2009, pp.3-24.

78 Maltsev Konstantin Gennadyevich and Zhdanova Irina Vadimova, “Philosophy and Policy:
The Russian Philosophy of the Silver Age in the Situation”, Journal of Complementary
Medicine Research, Vol.11, No.2, 2020, pp.38-41.

79 Marlene Laruelle, “Totalitarian Utopia, The Occult, and Technological Modernity in Russia:
The Intellectual Experience of Cosmism”, B. Menzel, M. Hagemeister, and B. Glatzer
Rosenthal (eds.), The New Age of Russia. Occult and Esoteric Dimensions, Munich: Kubon
& Sagner, 2012, p. 10.

80 |bidem, pp.10-11.
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with the history and philosophy of the origin, evolution, and existence of the
cosmos and of mankind. Fyodorov imagined that with the creation of this
current that humanity could use technological progress to achieve universal
salvation. Characteristics of this current are to revive ancestors, to achieve
immortality, and finally to conquer territories and the cosmos. For Fyodorov
the conquest of space is intrinsically linked to the resurrection of the deal:
“the conquest of the path to space is an absolute imperative, imposed as a
duty in preparation for the Resurrection, and we must take possession of
new regions of space because there is not enough space on Earth to allow the
co-existence of all the resurrected generations.”®! Taking this quote into
account we can infer what Fyodorov called “universal resurrection”.?
Fyodorov argued that humanity’s victory over nature remained inextricably
linked to Russia since it would lead the world on the path to salvation. Russia
would be the key country to produce great advances in terms of mastery of
the cosmos, interplanetary travel, transforming nature and climates, and
establishing agriculture in space. Fyodorov also believed that the nature of
Russia’s ideocratic political regime was a further sign that heralded the
resurrection of humanity.®® Also, in this context arises the idea of the Aryan
race. Fyodorov proposed organising a Russian-British scientific expedition,
such as a form of Aryan pilgrimage in search of the origins of humanity on
the high summits of the Pamirs.? After they find the “first Aryan,” they
would be brought back and buried in a “museum of the human species” to
be located in Moscow, which would become the capital of Russia and take
its place as the world centre of awareness of the paternity and fraternity of
Aryan humanity.®> Hence is evident the desire of cosmists to place Russia in
a bright light in the eyes of the world, they own the “first Aryan”.
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In the Soviet period, a group of Soviet intellectuals passionate about

the esoteric theses of Fyodorov named them Russian cosmism. At the

meetings of this club, it was proposed to use these theses to form a basis of

Russian identity. Cosmism has been a common ground for post-Soviet

Russian nationalism; it has reappeared, implicitly or explicitly, in many

nationalist doctrines.® In post-Soviet Russia was formed the Izborskii Club

was formed, a right-wing think tank that promoted this type of cosmism as

the basis of a global development project that Russia would propose. The

Club seems to offer two issues:

1. Appealing to all supporters of a strong state (rocysapcrsennux), “this
[Red White] fusion means integrating into the state structure and its
actions a powerful element of social justice, which is inherited from the
Soviet Union, and a return to Orthodox Christian spirituality and the
universality of traditional Russia.”®” In the Club’s view, the Red-White
fusion should manifest in the name of the country’s sovereignty.
Russia should follow “the tradition of the Russian tsars, of the builders
of empire, or the tradition of Stalin, of the construction of Soviet
civilisation, in both cases, what is most sacred is the sovereignty of
state power.”%

2. Orthodoxy is also a tool in the Club’s declarations of anti-Western and
anti-liberal faith: “The West is the contemporary space of the anti-
Christ.”® it argues, and it is marked by its decadent mores and
consumerism, against a Russia that positions itself as a standard-bearer
of conservative Christian values.”
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As Marlene Laruelle wrote in her book, the Izborskii Club failed at the

doctrinal level. “At the doctrinal level, the Club has failed to generate the

deep, devoutly desired reconciliation between Reds and Whites: the

monarchist movements remain outside its reach.”9!

As I mentioned at the beginning of this chapter about territorial

expansion, I presented the classification of Russian nationalism. The

cosmists and others who came after are considering three specific elements

regarding the Russian expansion: larger, higher, and farther north.

1. Russia's land is larger than other territories, hence it constitutes a
continent unique to the area between Europe and Asia (Eurasianism).
Developed among Russian émigrés in Western and Central Europe in
the 1920s and early 1930s, Eurasianism claimed to have founded a new
science of Russia, based on geography and a holistic reading of the
sciences.”> Many intellectuals like Alexandr Dugin and Aleksandr
Panarin have found Eurasianism interesting. After the fall of
communism, they wanted to rebuild Russia from a spatial point of
view. Both have stressed the geopolitical aspects of Eurasianism and
claimed Russia’s mission as an engine of stability for the Eurasian
continent.” A soft version of Eurasianism, in which only the notion of
Russia’s role as a geopolitical driver in Eurasia is retained, has been
adopted by the Presidential Administration to ground the legitimacy
of the Putin regime in the nostalgia for the Soviet era shared by a large
part of the population.”* Putin’s first foreign policy move after
announcing that he was standing for a third presidential term was to
express his desire to see the creation of a Eurasian Union, including
several of the post-Soviet states. The objective of this new Eurasian
Union would not be to rebuild a unified state, but to institute a few
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supranational mechanisms in specific domains that would guarantee
Moscow the right to oversee the evolution of some of its neighbours.”

2. Russia is going higher in the universe — the conquest of space as a new
way of continuing territorial expansion that has messianic meaning?®
(Cosmism). Cosmism was an important component of late Soviet
culture during the Brejnev era, and it has become a fashionable trend
in post-Soviet culture, especially among nationalist-minded elites and
the intelligentsia.”” Vladimir Dudenkov, chair of philosophy from St.
Petersburg Technological Institute, suggested that there is a
relationship between the Russians and the cosmos. Dudenkov was
inspired by this aspect of Soloviev and Fiodorov. He offered to explain
the nature of the Russian soul, which would be spontaneously oriented
toward the universal and the cosmic, and seeks itself from earthly
physical barriers, seeing the sky as the domain of God.”® Evgenii
Troitskii, the founder of the Moscow-based Association for the
Complex Study of the Russian Nation, some of his Cosmist texts
combine several classic features, including feelings of nostalgia for the
Soviet regime on the basis that space conquest allowed Russia to
establish itself on an equal footing with the United States: a view of
human history marked by dialectical materialism (history would be
divided into stages of development: traditional, industrial, post-
industrial, informational, and the noospheric); and a form of cosmos-
ecology that supposedly shows, thanks to experiments performed in
the Mir station, how to live in harmony with nature.”

3. Russia is going farther north — the Nordic location of Russia as the
revenge of territory over history and of space over politics (Arctism).1%
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This category was born in the 21st century (in the second half of the
2000s). The Arctic region has quickly become a potential for post-
Soviet Russia due to the discovery of energy resources. Since the mid-
2000s, the Arctic region has been transformed into a flagship
demonstration of Russia’s statehood, a strategy embodied by the
president’s special representative for cooperation in the Arctic.!! The
Arctic space exploded among a few nationalist-minded circles; they
saw in this space a bridge to revive a Soviet myth, namely the Red
Arctic (Kpacnas Apkmuia), conceived in the 1930s during the period of
Stalinism. For example: the Soviet exploration, the first Soviet
icebreaker crossing the Northern Sea Route in one summer, the Soviet
plane’s world record for long-distance aviation by crossing the North
Pole from Moscow to the United States, the Soviet Union being the first
nation to land an aircraft at the North Pole, etc.l2 In the 1990s and
2000s, the Arctic became an important aspect for many Russian
nationalists, and some of them see this space as a crucial element of the
revival of Russia’s great-power status, leading them to focus on
geopolitical competition with the West!®, and of course with the
United States. Also, Alexandr Dugin sees the Arctic space as a
Hyperborea. He defines the Hyperborean continent as the birthplace
of the Aryans, of whom the Russians are the purest descendants.!* The
Eurasianist Youth Movement, which embraces Dugin’s thinking, has
organised several demonstrations in support of Russian territorial
claims in the Arctic, calling for the Arctic continental shelf to be
integrated into the borders of the Russian state and transformed into a
new federal district.'® “The North is not only a base of economic

resources, our future in the material sense, but also a territory of the
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spirit, of heroism, and of overcoming, a symbolic resource of central

importance for the future of our country.”1%

These three categories, Eurasianism, Cosmism, and Arctism, have in
common several traits: all the researchers were educated in the Soviet regime
and were/are nationalist-minded officials. The Cosmists' narrative projects
Russia’s grandeur into their space; the Arctist framing hopes to conquer the
last swath of virgin land on the planet and expand Russian territory by doing
away with climatic realities and technological limits. They all epitomise the
revenge of space over politics.!””

The first category of Russian nationalism can be explained by the fact
that the cosmists had this aspiration to connect with the past, with their
ancestors, and the rebuilding of a strong state by scientific and esoteric
methods. Cosmism is a non-conventional spiritual tradition that combines
strong allusions to Christianity (redemption via resurrection), a pan-psychic
reading of the universe, and belief in still-unknown cosmic forces and an
extra-terrestrial future for humanity.'® So, cosmism can be seen as a return
to the past, a vision of the future, and the resurrection of ancestors. Although
over time this current has not been given much attention, it is the main core
of Russian nationalism and an important element of the Russian Idea (the
idea that the Russian people are the Chosen People). This current is related
to the Russian Idea (Pycckas maes) that I will talk about in another
subchapter, and it highlights the fact that the purpose of the Russian people
is to rule the world and to secure a place on the world stage. The study of
this current is an important step in understanding the Russian political
characteristics (such as the conquest of territories, are one that it has its
origins in this current, the presentation of Russia as the whole world and the
calling of this higher race to establish total power over the earth and cosmos
and finally to provide immortality for every living person).

Nationalism as a doctrine is represented by three movements that form
Russia’s uniqueness: Slavophilism, Pan-Slavism, and Eurasianism.
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Slavophilism is: “advocacy of Slavic and specifically Russian culture
over western European culture, especially as practised among some
members of the Russian intelligentsia in the mid-19" century.”'® The term
“Slavophil” was used by government officials in 1840. The Slavophiles were
based in Moscow and took the question of nationality (Slavic in general and
Russian in particular).!® The Slavophils” views coincided only in part with
the way the government understood the concept of nationality, as presented
by Count Sergey Uvarov in the triad of Orthodoxy, autocracy, and
nationality. The Slavophiles had great respect for the Orthodox Church, but
they were not very enthusiastic about the government. The Slavophile
movement emerged in contrast to Westerners among the intellectuals and
politicians and was analysed in depth in the philosophical Letters written by
Pyotr Chaadaev. In this paper, Chaadaev criticises the social and intellectual
scene in Russia, claiming that his country has lagged the West. Written in the
years after the Decembrist revolt, the letters were first published in 1836 and
sparked a negative reaction, not only from the new Slavophile movement led
by the theologian, philosopher, and famous poet Alexei Khomiakov.""" The
poet Alexei Khomiakov (1804-1860) and his friends wrote about the work of
the Holy Fathers of the Russian Orthodox Church; they developed a
traditionalist doctrine that Russia has its way forward and does not need to
imitate or copy the West.!"> They were influenced by the ideals of Friedrich
Schelling, a friend and later rival of G.W.F. Hegel, whose interpretation of
society as a living organism attracted them. Their texts emphasised the
Russian historical tradition, the importance of the Church, and the
differences between Russia and the West.!"®* Mikhail Bakunin wrote about
them: “by the very nature and in their very being, the Slavs are not a political,
that is, state-minded people...The Slavs are predominantly peaceable and
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agricultural...Living in their separate and independent communes,
governed according to patriarchal custom by elders, but on an elective basis,
and all making equal use of the commune’s land, they...put in practice the
idea of human brotherhood.”'** The Slavophile’s profile is that of an accuser
of the culture of the West and the process of “Westernisation”. They
considered everything from the West as a bad influence for Russian culture,
and from all this resulted this trend in which the Slavophiles adopted the
clothing and haircuts before the coronation of Peter I precisely to create a
defence shield against the Western current. Slavophiles also promoted the
image of the authentic peasant and peasant commune (o0muHa mup). The
concept of obmmua has its origins in this Slavophil ideology. In Russian
history, obminHa is a self-governing community of peasant households that
elected its officials and controlled local forests, fisheries, hunting grounds,
and vacant lands."® For example, the Pognosepnue (Ethnic Faith or Mother
Faith) represented a religious movement that aimed to revive the pre-
Christian rites and beliefs of the Slavs and reject the paganism of the West,
and was close to the image propagated by the Slavs, the image of the peasant
commune. The groups that embraced this ideology have some preferences
regarding symbolism: traditional animals, like wolves, ravens, and the
phoenix, are associated with the deity in question."® The six or eight-branch
swastika remains a key component of the accession to the upper world. For
Poanosepue groups, the Orthodox cross is the Slavic version of the swastika
(koaoBpat). Some Russian nationalists have been pushing this claim since
the 1970s."'” The transition to pan-Slavism was made by the Slavophiles.
They wanted a Union of all the Slavs,'® but also a higher stage in the
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formation of the Russian national consciousness. Among the most
representative figures of the Slavophile movement are Mihail Pogodin and
Stepan Shevyrin. Both were professors at the University of Moscow. The two
were co-editors of the newspaper Mocksumuarun that had become the
mouthpiece of the Slavophile movement in 1840. Pogodin was one of the
personalities of the new Pan-Slav movement, which considered all Slavic
peoples to be part of the same family.!® Highlighting the uniqueness and
self-awareness of the Russian people, the Slavophiles, despite their Pan-Slav
ecumenism, served as an example to the non-Russian Slavic peoples who
wished to assert the distinctive character of their nation and, consequently,
the right to autonomy and independence.?

Pan-Slavism is: “a political and cultural movement originally
emphasising the cultural ties between the Slavic peoples but later associated
with Russian expansionism.”’?! This current took shape in the
insurrectionary Pan-Slavism of Bakunin. In Bakunin's view, “most Pan Slavs
held the egalitarian solidarity of the peasant commune,”'?? and in this context
is present the image of the peasant commune (o61maa Mup). Like Bakunin,
most Pan-Slavists claimed the fact that this egalitarian solidarity of the
peasant commune was completed by universal veneration of the tsar. During
the 1860s and 1870s, the Pan Slavs proposed their reading of the Russian
Empire, which envisaged that it should renew its identity by sponsoring
nation-building among the Slavs and Orthodox peoples of Eastern Europe,
and by leading a crusade for them against the Ottoman and Habsburg
empires.’” Pan-Slavism founded both the diplomatic caution and the
obsession with autocracy: “if will and decision-making are transferred from
the government to any kind of popular assembly, that will be a revolution,
the downfall of the government and the downfall of Russia.”?*
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Eurasianism is: “a Russian political ideology that envisions Russia's
re-emergence as a conservative world power in opposition to the hegemony
and liberal values of the West.”1> This movement was influenced by the
elements in the “Scythianism” of Ivanov Razumnik and Aleksandr Blok.
They said the fact that the Eurasianists saw the European and Asian peoples
of the former Russian Empire as neither European nor Asian but as
composing an organic, united Eurasian people and the fact that the Russian
revolution had been partly a negative phenomenon, since it was a
destructive rebellion of God, but it was primarily a positive phenomenon,
since the old world has been destroyed and popular forces unleashed.?

The first two refer to Russia’s Slavic identity and solidarity with its
brothers,'” and the third one refers to Russia’s Eurasian destiny.'”® These
right-wing ideologies claim that the essence of Russia’s origin and nature is
the autocratic Tsarist traditions. What I want to mention here is that these
two trends (Pan-Slavism and Eurasianism) were strongly influenced by
Slavophilism. The anarchist Mikhail Bakunin developed a form of
revolutionary pan-Slav messianism with a special role for Russia. His
participation in the Pan-Slav movement, initially at least, was primarily by
his aim at channelling the Slavs in a revolutionary direction. The social basis
of the Russian Revolution was the obmmuna. In 1862, in his appeal “to
Russians, Poles and all Slavic friends,”1?° he called for freedom for all the Slav
nations, land for peasants, and a Slav federal government. He demanded that
the Russians should expel the Tatars to Asia and the Germans to Germany,'*®
“and we shall be a free, purely Russian people.”3!

«eCnM BONS U MPUHATWE pelleHuit 6yayT nepefaHbl OT NpaBUTENbCTBA KakOMY-M60
HapoAHOMY cobpaHuto, To 3TO 6yAeT PeBosIOLMS, NageHe NpaBUMTeNbCTBa U NajeHne
Poccuny.
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Beyond these three ideologies presented in the Russian area, there is
Aryanism. This identity appeared in the Byzantine period, but it only took
on a larger form in contemporary Russia. As in other European countries,
Russian society had a strong sense of superiority in being part of a pan-
European white identity. The father of Slavophilism, Aleksei Khomiakov
(1831-1872), alleged that “Russians constituted one of the most important
branches of the Aryan family, if not its most direct representatives.”!3

What should be mentioned in this category of nationalism as doctrine
is Alexandr Dugin’s views. Dugin’s views can be divided into four branches:

1. Esoteric Nazism (Aryanism, Hyperborea, Thule, conspiracy theories)
2. Traditionalism or Perennialism, inspired by René Guénon and Julius

Evola.!®
In 2014, excited by the war in Ukraine, Dugin revived his calls for action:
“Traditionalism is not valid without policy. Who claims the contrary is a
sheep and a scoundrel. To live in the world and be content with any anti-
tradition and peripheral hallucinations of Hyperborea and the Golden Age,
this will not work. If you are a traditionalist, change the world, challenge the
surrounding filth, democracy, human rights, liberalism, materialism,
equalitarian ideas, and parties, and erase them from the face of the earth.
Conquer or die.”13

3. The German Conservative Revolution of the 1920s and 1930s.
Alongside German Geopolitik, Dugin refers to another German
Russophile intellectual tradition, that of the Conservative Revolution.

4. The European New Right (a reframing of far-right theories under the
influence of some leftist doctrines, which incorporates anti-capitalist
rhetoric as well as regionalist and ecological stances.)!®
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135 Peter H. Merkel and Leonard Weinberg, The Revival of Right-Wing Extremism in the Nineties,
Portland: Frank Cass, 1997.
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Dugin rehabilitates national socialism, identifying three main pro-
Russian forces in Nazi Germany:

1. The leftist Nazis, personified by Sturmabteilung (SA), many SA
officers had an anti-capitalist orientation that made them sensitive to
the Soviet experience and discourse.

2. The pro-Russian force was located within the SS, embodied by its
scientific section, the Heritage of the Ancestors, which oversaw the
Nazi regime’s historical production. Its activity is centred on the quest
for the original Aryan cradle, from Scandinavia to Tibet.!%

3. A “new” Russophile — Reinhard Heydrich, the architect of the final
solution. Dugin stated that “Heydrich was himself a convinced
Eurasianist, and because of that, he became the victim of the
Atlanticists” intrigues.”¥”

In his fight against Atlanticism, Dugin is convinced that Europe must
unify at any cost. The idea of European unification was first promoted
during the 1930s by the Europeanist faction within the Waffen-SS and then
supported by many European collaborationist groups during the war years.
Today, all far-right groups that call for withdrawal from the European Union
demand a Europe of nations.’*® Nowadays, Dugin argues vehemently for the
need for a European union that includes Russia. During the Ukrainian crisis
in 2014, he declared the following: Our revolution will not stop in Western
Ukraine. It must go further in Europe. [...] Europe faces a Revolution in both
cases: if we, Russians, win, and if we stop somewhere under NATO pressure.
If we win, we will begin the expansion of liberation [from American]
ideology into Europe. A Great Eurasian Continental Empire. And we will
build it. This means the European Revolution will be a Eurasian Revolution.
This is our last horizon.'®

136 Heather Pringle, The Master Plan: Himmler’s Scholars and the Holocaust, New York: Harper
Perennial, 2011.

137 Marlene Laruelle, Russian Nationalism. Imaginaries, Doctrines and Political Battlefields,
New York: Routledge, 2019, p. 100.

138 |hidem, p. 116.

139 AnekcaHgp [yrvH, Fopu3oHTbI Halei pesomounmn: oT Kpbima go JinccaboHa, 2014.

«Hawa peBontounsi He ocTaHOBMUTCS Ha 3anagHon YkpauHe. OH JO/MKeH naTu fanblue B
Espone. [..] EBpone rpoaut PeBontouusa B 060Mx Cnydasx: €CNU Mbl, PyCCKue, Nobeanm, u
ecnn Mbl rae-To octaHoBuMcsa nof aasneHnem HATO. Ecnu Mbl no6eanm, Mbl Ha4YHEM
aKcnaHcuio ocBo6oAMTENbHOM [0T aMepuKaHckoii] maeonorum B EBpony. 3To uenb
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All of this suggests that, for Dugin, national socialism should be
understood as no more than a German socialism.'* More specifically,
Dugin’s theory of Russian Aryanness, his advocacy for iconic Nazi
intellectuals and philosophers, was directly inspired by the Nazi tradition.
His belief that totalitarian violence will give birth to a new mankind and his
paramilitary training for youth, and his commitment to a white, unified
Europe.’ Also, Dugin uses some of Nazism’s philosophical principles to
explain Russia’s imperial claims, which are all on a few principles:

1. Grossraum (Large spaces)
2. Totale Krieg (Total War)
3. Autocritas (Authority)

Moreover, those who have proposed this ideology of Aryanism have
not brought any innovation. They repeated, translated, and updated the
existing documents about the white race that had already existed in Europe
and the United States, for example: the right group that first adopted
Aryanism as their main ideology was the Society of the Magi, based in
Leningrad and led by Viktor Bezverkhii (1930-2000) published a samizdat
version of Mein Kampf in Russian. They wanted to place Russia at the centre
of the world and of all ancient civilisations. A famous Aryanist theoretician,
Vladimir Danilov, claimed that “Russia is destined to create a Fourth Reich,
a new Aryan empire of global dimension.”22 The doctrine of Russia’s
Aryanness has been gaining support, both in its core version of racialism and
its milder interpretation of Russians being part of a white Europe, which
must protect itself against migrants.3 In a 2014 online survey via the social
network VKontakte, 43% of the 360.000 participants agreed with the
sentence: Our race displays many qualities superior to other races, while

nosiHoro eBpasunincTea, EBponbl oT JlnccaboHa ao Bnagusoctoka. Benukas EBpasuiickas
KoHTuHeHTanbHaa Mmnepusa. M Mbl ero noctpouMm. 3To O3HavaeT, yTo EBponerickas
peBontoLus 6yaeT eBpa3uiCKon peBositoLMei. ITO HaLl NOCIEAHUIA TOPUSOHT».

140 |bidem, p. 102.

141 |bidem, p. 104.

142 |bidem, p. 78.

143 Marlene Laruelle, Russian Nationalism. Imaginaries, Doctrines and Political Battlefields,
New York: Routledge, 2019, p. 90.
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more than 50% supported the idea that migrants degrade the gene pool
(MuUrpanus HoOpTUT reHO(PO0).14

Over the years, the Aryan identity of the Russians was presented in
several newspapers, such as Vcmoxu (Sources), Hayxa u peauzus (Science and
religion), and ITpupoda u uerosex (Nature and man), and many others that
represented the Russians as the purest nation, and of course, the image of
the world’s Saviour.

Finally, I would like to mention the main stages of Russian
nationalism:

1. Defensive Nationalism: It is known that Ancient Rus’ and then the
Muscovite state took shape much later than the other major state
formations of their time. Both Ancient Rus” and the Muscovite state
were discriminated for many centuries, both economically and
politically. This fact provoked assiduous efforts on the part of Ancient
Rus” and the Muscovite state to assert themselves, to attain a higher
level of international prestige and independent statehood, and to
repossess lands which had previously belonged to them. For example,
both the Rus” and Muscovite states were forced to wage desperate
struggles against the onslaught of the Steppe nomadic peoples, the
Pechenegs, Polovtsy, and the Mongol-Tatars, which was the legacy of
the long-gone times of the Scythians, Sarmatians, Huns, Avars, and
Khazars. This was an age-old, exhausting struggle, in which the
people’s strength was worn down, their best lands were lost, towns
and villages were destroyed, and the Russian capitals were more than
once subject to siege, assault, and arson.'*> Considering all these events,
a strong sense of nationalism was born. This sentiment also had strong
roots in the desire of the Russian nation to preserve its own culture.
Later, in the period of stabilisation after the Time of Troubles (1598-

1613), the demise of the Rurik dynasty (1598) ended with the establishment

144 MBan A.IpuHko, «CoumanHblii NopTpeT ceTeroro pacusma B PyHeTe (Mo AaHHyM
COUSITIHUYX C3TaN)» B Poccuiisi — He YKpamHa:COBPEMEHHME aKTCEHTbl HaLMOHa/IN3Ma,
Mockga: COBA LlenTp, 2914, 62-73.

145 Geoffrey Hosking and Robert Service, Russian Nationalism Past and Present, Great Britain:
Macmillan Press Ltd, 1998, p. 11.
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of the Romanov dynasty.!* Other facets of Russian nationalism started to
take shape, inspired by the great power claims of the tsars and the boyar-
noble factions. Russia turned towards expansion, from regaining its ancient
lands to winning new territories in Siberia and in the South (Crimea,
Moldavia, Wallachia).l#

2. Autocratic Nationalist Ideology: In Imperial Russia arose a sharp
division arose between Russians and non-Russians. The famous
formula of Sergei Uvarov, “Autocracy, Orthodoxy, Nationality,” was
expected to fill the gap between the empire and nationality in Russia
by creating the so-called “official nationality,” or dominant nationality,
and by “marshalling a growing Great Russian nationalism behind the
throne.”148

3. Chauvinism, Racism, and Militant Nationalism: This is a strong sign of
racial superiority over other peoples of the world. In the 19" century
and the beginning of the 20" century, the situation changed in Russia.
The powerful socio-economic and political processes of the new era
undermined the foundations of the former empire. The people of
Russia, deprived for various reasons of their statehood and not having
undergone the civilised stages of development that history requires,
strove to resolve their destiny independently.’# The Russian society
turned into nationalism as a shield against “aliens” (the non-Russians).
In this period, some nationalist organisations were formed, such as:
“Union of the Russian People”/ Cotos pyccrozo napoda, United Russian
People / Bcepoccuiickas norumuueckas ndapmus, and the “Russian
Archangel Michael National Union” / Corwos Muxaura Apxanzeira.
With the rise of these groups, Russia began to be more vocal. The
most important feature of these groups was the fact that the
nationalist madness only penetrated a part of the population, such
as parts of the clergy, the nobility, the merchant classes, and some
strata of the urban population. These nationalist groups were not

146 V]adimir and Eva Hnidzo, History of Russia from St. Vladimir to Vladimir Putin, West Virginia
University of Public Health, 2014, pp.20-21.

147 Geoffrey Hosking and Robert Service, op.cit., p. 12.

148 Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities, New York: Verso, 2006, p. 87.

149 Geoffrey Hosking and Robert Service, op.cit., p. 13.
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numerous; they worked as a united front. Their propaganda and

their aggressive actions, in particular the anti-Jewish pogroms and

the clashes between Armenians and Azerbaijanis that they

provoked, had wide social repercussions, and gave the times a

definite nationalistic aura.!®

The Russian nationalist groups found a strong support in what they
call the old Russian catastrophe, namely the collapse of the country, the
destruction and loss of all the old social values, and the falling away from
Russia of old imperial territories that had been gathered by her over
centuries.’™ This bloom of Russian nationalism was very specific because it
was brought to life by the serious situation in the country, by bitter
reflections on the fate of motherland, and by the loss of its earlier priorities,
as understood by the nobility, the bureaucracy, the officer corps, the
Orthodox clergy, the entrepreneurial classes, the prosperous residential
strata and the more well-to-do peasantry.!> As the author Geoffrey Hosking
said, this awakening of Russian nationalism was not of an aggressive, racist,
or Great Power nature, but of a defensive, protective one. At its base lay the
tragedy of the Russian people, the tragedy of Russian national
consciousness.'® This is something that suggests that nationalism is, by its
nature, protective in the perception of Russians; it protects them from what
they call non-Russians and their bad influence in the sphere of Russian
politics, economy, and culture.

These feelings were given a politically aggressive and genuinely
nationalist and even chauvinist character by several public figures, the
leaders of newly created nationalist parties and groups, such as Russian

150 Andrei Sakharov, “The Main Phases and Distinctive Features of Russian Nationalism”,
Geoffrey Hosking and Robert Service (eds.), Russian Nationalism Past and Present, Great
Britain: Macmillan Press Ltd, 1998, p. 7.

151 Anthony Constantini, “Reforging the Russian World: Gorbachev, Putin, and Russian
Nationalism”,  American  Affairs  Journal, Vol.lll, No.2, 2024, https://
americanaffairsjournal.org/2024/05/reforging-the-russian-world-gorbachev-putin-and-
russian-nationalism/ accessed in 23.04.2023.

152 lbidem, https://americanaffairsjournal.org/2024/05/reforging-the-russian-world-gorbachev-
putin-and-russian-nationalism/ accessed in 23.04.2023.

153 Andrei Sakharov, “The Main Phases and Distinctive Features of Russian Nationalism”. In:
Hosking, G., Service, R. (eds) Russian Nationalism Past and Present. Studies in Russia and
East Europe, London: Palgrave Macmillan, pp.7-8.
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National Unity / Bcepoccuiickoe obuijecmsertoe nampuomuueckoe Osuxerue
Pycckoe navyuonarvroe eduricmeo, the National Socialist Party / Pyccxas
Hayuonaronas  Couuarucmuveckas Ilapmus, the Front for National
Revolutionary Action / @ponm mnayuonar-pesortoyuontiozo deiicmsus, the
Corps of Custodians of Orthodox Russia / Pycckas npasocaasnas apmus, the
National Democratic Party / Jemoxpamuueckas Ilapmus Poccuu, and many
others. In the programmes of these organisations figured such aims as the
rising of Russian national consciousness, the regeneration of Russia in all
social-economic, political, and cultural aspects, a reliance on Orthodox
values, and anti-Semitism.'> Several of these organisations have proclaimed
imperial goals, appealed for national solidarity, and a struggle against the
enemies of the Russian people.'?

Table 1: The schematic table of Russian Nationalism and its relationship
to state structures’®

Full opposition All those committing racist violence and referring to the Nazi
nationalists repertoire and organising street actions. This includes
skinheads, DPNI (The Movement Against lllegal Immigration/
JBmxeHne npoTus HeneraabHou uMmurpaymm), Russkie, Slavic
Union, RONS, National Socialist Initiative, as well as Eduard
Limonosov's different structures: National Bolshevism/
Hauwnonan-bonbwesunsm, Other Russia//[lpyras Poccus, and the
National Democrats, including Alexei Navalny.

Mid-opposition New Russia (HoBopoccus) groups, among others, Igor Strelkov,

nationalists may benefit from some support from the military or security
services, but get disbanded when they become too autonomous
or radical.

Co-opted statist Those who express statist nationalist sentiments in any of their

nationalists myriad forms and are therefore seen as supporting the regime

beyond their mild critique of it: Vladimir Zhirinovsky, Gennadi
Ziuganov, Aleksandr Prokhanov, Alexandr Dugin, Nikolai
Starikov, and Egor Kholmogorov.

Official The figures with a status inside the state apparatus who act as
nationalists brokers between grassroots movements and state institutions:
Deputy Prime Minister: Dmitri Rogozin, advisor to the President.

154 “Antisemitism as Perceived by the Jewish Population of Russia”, Levada Center, Moscow,
2018, p. 3.

155 Andrei Sakharov, op.cit,, p. 8.

156 Marlene Laruelle, Russian Nationalism. Imaginaries, Doctrines and Political Battlefields,
New York: Routledge, 2019, p. 10.
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1.4. The concept of Russian Idea/Pycckas nges

In this chapter, I will analyse a concept often used by Russian
nationalists, a concept that is at the core of the identity of the Russian people.
To better understand the identity and conscience of a people, the analysis of
the idea of a people is important to understand the meaning of a historical
event. The national idea is closely related to the identity, conscience, dignity,
and national unity of a people. This national idea dominates the
consciousness of a people, is what determines the specific actions,
behaviours, and goals in times of war.

Karl Haushofer stated that: “the idea of a people, or pan idea, is a force
capable of reshaping or disarticulating the mental maps of a population (...)
a local idea, into which the soul of a community is translated along with the
desire to universalise that idea. The idea becomes hegemonic because it
possesses a force of conversion or spiritual perversion of the other: It protects
itself by perverting the other.”'” Historians and scholars believe that the idea
of a nation is the basis of its identity. This idea exists only within the nation;
the nation can control whether this idea goes through or chooses a historical
route. This concept dominates the entire nation.

The term that I have chosen to analyse in this subchapter, namely the
Russian Idea (Pycckas Vaes), historically refers to a considerable number of
texts that discuss the substance of Russia’s national identity. This term took
shape in the 19% century, but this concept is currently being used to
encapsulate nearly two centuries of controversy, whose background is
shaped around two main questions:

1. The relationship with Europe: Whether Russia is part of Europe, part
of Asia, straddles both worlds is separate from both?
2. The relationship between the state and its population: Whether Russia

is a nation-state, an empire, or a multinational federation, with a

political nature that is autocratic, democratic, or ideocratic?'>

157 loana Elena Secu, Revolutia contaminata. Ideea rusd si noua politicd internationald a
Kremlinului (1925-1953). Targoviste: Cetatea de Scaun, 2022, pp.24-25.

158 Marlene Laruelle, Russian Nationalism. Imaginaries, Doctrines and Political Battlefields,
New York: Routledge, 2019, p. 127.
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This multitude of texts builds up atemporal traits of the nation’s
substance, combining in various ways:

a) Messianism (the myth of Moscow as the Third Rome). At present, this
messianism reveals that the Russians are not the aggressors, but only
those who defend their ancestral land. Fiodor Dostoevskii's
messianism is, on the one hand, religious and on the other national. He
believes that the Russian people were called to save the world because
they were the Jesus Christ, the nation of freedom and social justice:
“We Russians have two homelands: Russia and Europe even in cases
when we call ourselves (...) the greatest of all the great missions that
the Russians realize lies ahead of them is the common human’s
missions.”’* The author Geoffrey Hosking stated the fact that russian
messianism, the concept of the Russian people as the Chosen People,
as the force reconciling the intelligentsia with the revolution: the God-
seeking nature of the Russian people would be concentrated in the
intelligentsia. The Russian intelligentsia will be penetrated by the
mystique of the state, and through it, the Russian state would become
the way of God on earth.1®

b) Orthodox spirituality

c) CobopnocTs — “Spiritual community” (a Russian term that has been
used frequently in the 19 century by Slavophil Russian writers Ivan
Kireyevski and Aleksey Khomyakov, and refers to the need for
cooperation and spiritual harmony between people based on freedom
and unity).

d) Auanocts - “Personality” (a Russian term with two senses: 1. The
individual as a subject of relations and conscious activity, and 2. A
stable system of social features that characterises an individual as a

member of a particular community.'°!.

159 |bidem, p. 23.

160 Geoffrey Hosking and Robert Service, Russian Nationalism Past and Present, Great Britain:
Macmillan Press Ltd, 1998, p. 58.

161 1) yenoBEYECKOro MHAMBUAA KaK Cy6beKTa OTHOLLEHWUI U CO3HATENbHOW AeSTENbHOCTU
(nMuo, B LUIMPOKOM CMbIC/IE CNOBA) UM 2) YCTOMYMBYIO CUCTEMY COLMANIbHO-3HAYUMBbIX
YepT, XapaKTepu3yoLWuX MHAMBMAA KaK YsleHa TOro UM MHOTo 06LLEeCTBa UM OBLLHOCTY.
https://slovar.cc/enc/bse/2013036.html accessed in 16.03.2023.
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e) The belief in a central role for the state and/or the autocrat in guiding
the people.

f) Veneration of the peasant masses as a bearer of the original culture.

g) The idea that Russia and its imperial margins constitute a separate
world and unique civilisation that the West does not understand or
respect.162
The Russian idea was shaped in the form of a purpose; over time, it has

been a powerful engine and is the source of cultural, economic, and
especially political demonstrations. As I mentioned at the beginning of the
subchapter, this idea represents the identity, conscience, and dignity that
form the basis of a nation’s identity. In this case, they form the basis of the
identity of the Russian people. The Russian idea has two meanings:

1. The Universal Mission of Supremacy - Russian nationalists believe that
they have a special mission, the mission to save, lead, and unite
humanity under their rule. It follows the image of Russia as the Chosen
People by the Divinity.

This first meaning highlights the three images of the Russian people
that are: the Saviour, the Liberator, and the Civiliser of nations.

2. Identifying the Russian people, culture, and civilisation through
opposition to the Other/the Enemy (the Enemy here translates into the
Western current). For example, the dissociation of the Russian space
from the West, an image of evil (Russia and its enemy, the United
States).

What the Russian idea represents is, first, the need to achieve
supremacy on the international stage, and secondly, the fulfilment of the
mission of Saviour, Liberator and Civiliser/Leader of the world.

Throughout the existence of the forms of political
leadership/organisation: the Duchy, the Empire, and the Republic under
which the Russian people lived, the Russian idea had the following
performances:

1. The myth of the “besieged fortress” by the Other/the Enemy (the
Russian people are considered the Chosen People of God and specially
chosen to lead the world, and all the others are considered enemies).

162 |hidem, p. 127.
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This myth arose with the idea of leading the world, but the leaders of
this state were unable to carry out this project; to hide their lack of
understanding, the best solution was to “fabricate” enemies.

2. The strong faith as a Chosen People.

3. The belief in the existence of a bright future of the universal union of
peoples under the leadership of the Russian state.

4. Faith in the capacity of the Russian people as the only world actor able
to sacrifice itself, to sacrifice itself for the benefit of all humanity. For
example, it is believed that it was Russia that saved Europe and the
entire world from the Nazi “disease”.

Moreover, the Russian idea is composed of two dimensions:
1. The geopolitical dimension: the Russian idea was the engine of the
expansion of the Russian people and the one that brought together, at
the level of collective consciousness, the goal of winning the world
supremacy of the Russian state.!
2. The ideological dimension: in this sense, the Russian people are
regarded as the chosen one of God and the only state capable of leading
humanity on the single path of faith, in the spiritual and/or religious
sense; Russia is therefore the “tool” of Divinity, the only “bearer” of
absolute truth, the orthodoxy, Following the Revolution of 1917, Soviet
Marxism-Leninism alone can offer its sacrifice for the salvation of the
world.164
The Russian idea is the core of the identity of the Russian people. All
of this includes the unique features, deep desires/ideals, and motivations of
the Russian people in justifying this national feeling. In other words, this
knowledge of the idea of the Russian people is important because it provides
answers to the questions that arise around this people, their historical past,
the events, and invasions that are still taking place today.

“A century later, following the imposition of victory over the German
armies at the end of World War II, Soviet power became, through territorial
expansion into the centre and east of Europe, through political influence,

163 Joana Elena Secu, Revolutia contaminata. Ideea rusd si noua politicd internationald a
Kremlinului (1925-1953). Targoviste: Cetatea de Scaun, 2022, p. 37.
164 |bidem.
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through the influence of the Soviet Union (...) This was a confirmation of the
prophecy of the great writer Fyodor Dostoevsky, according to which very
soon, Russia will be the most powerful nation in Europe (...) and the future
of Europe belongs to Russia. Was the Russian idea that contaminated the
Soviet system by imposing Russian political values and culture as the main
ally of the USSR on the stage of the Great powers?”1%

In the next chapter I will present this concept of a Russian idea to every
leader in the Kremlin and try to answer to these questions by referring to
what is happening today, to be able to understand the complexity of the
Russian idea in the case of the current leader of the Kremlin and also to see
what the role of the Russian idea in the current politics is. Just as the Russian
idea was the basis of the Soviet leader, Joseph Vissarianovich Stalin, it was
considered that Russia saved mankind from Nazi expansion. In the case of
Vladimir Putin, one can see this concept of the Russian idea on the one hand
by invoking the “denazification” of Ukraine, and on the other hand, by
trying to create this trinity of Saviour, Liberator, and Leader.

1.5. The radical definition of Russianness/PycckocTb

This subchapter will focus on building the meaning of
Russianness/Pycckocmv and what role this concept plays in the politics of the
Russian state. The term Russianness has a close connection with the term
Hapog (nation) that I have already outlined in this chapter. Russia has the
intention to create a nation-state that includes ethnic Russians (who do not
live on Russian territory, but whose roots are in Russia) and the Russians
living in Russian territory. Post-Soviet Russian national identity has proved
very difficult to construct. The Russian Federation is not a nation-state, but
rather the bleeding hulk of empire. The break-up of the Soviet Union meant
national self-determination for most of its constituent nationalities but left
the Russians as orphans.'® When it comes to Russianness, the Izborskii Club

165 Joana Elena Secu, Revolutia contaminata. Ideea rusd si noua politicd internationald a
Kremlinului (1925-1953). Targoviste: Cetatea de Scaun, 2022, pp.22-23.

166 Geoffrey Hosking and Robert Service, Russian Nationalism Past and Present, Great Britain:
Macmillan Press Ltd, 1998, p. 5.
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does not limit itself to historical and cultural debates; it tries to advance
concrete migration policies. It demands, for instance, that official status be
given to the Russianness of the Russian Federation to protect ethnic Russians
from what it describes as discrimination, and to consolidate Russian culture
and language.'®”

The term Russianness has two approaches:

1. The civic approach is represented by everyone who lives on the
Russian territory.

2. The ethnic approach nation is ethnic Russians (Russian speakers), but
they do not live on Russian territory. Even if a part of the Russians
emigrates to another country, “ineluctably, organically they remain
members of the community of their birth [Russia] and are forever
stamped by it.”168
But first, I would like to focus on how these two categories differ from

each other, because civic and ethnic Russiannes are problematic in the
Russian context. These two terms can be understood in two ways:

1. As a nationality (HapoaHocTs): a citizen of Russia, poccusarumn. The
corresponding adjective, used to refer to national symbols, is
poccuiickux and poccuiickuii is used for the state and multinational
empire.

2. As an ethnicity pyccxux (adjective is the same), ethnically Russian (not
Tatar or Chechen, for instance) and pycxuii (this word has a powerful
emotional overtone, referring to grassroots Russia, rural, religious and
either medieval, pre-imperial or disengaged from the imperial state)'®.
Both categories are important factors in the construction of the national

identity. The Russian state can be described as Russian (pyccxuii), Rossian
(poccuiickuir), or Eurasian (espasutickuii), without distinction: Rus’, Russia

and Eurasia are synonymous.!”

167 Marlene Laruelle, Russian Nationalism. Imaginaries, Doctrines and Political Battlefields,
New York: Routledge, 2019, p. 145.

168 Anthony Smith, National Identity, England: Penguin Books of London, 1991, p. 11.

169 Geoffrey Hosking and Robert Service, Russian Nationalism Past and Present, Great Britain:
Macmillan Press Ltd, 1998, p. 2.

170 Marlene Laruelle, Russian Nationalism. Imaginaries, Doctrines and Political Battlefields,
New York: Routledge, 2019, p. 144.
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Many Russian officials have shunned the definition of the population
of Russia from a national point of view. In the official speech, the inhabitants
of the Russian Federation were rarely called the Russian people.'”! Yeltsin’s
speeches did not refer to the Russian people or the Russian nation. The most
disappointed with the word nation being taken out of use was Valeri Tishkov,
director of the Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology of the Academy of
Soviet Sciences and then the Russian. At the beginning of 1990, Tishkov was
at the forefront of the campaign to promote the notion of a Russian civic
nation, made up of citizens of the Russian Federation belonging to different
ethnic and cultural groups.’”? He called that nation poccuiickas, the adjectival
form of the name of the Russian Empire, as opposed to pycckas, the term
usually used to define the group of ethnic Russians, either in the limited
sense of Beauxopoccus (Great Russians) or under the broader umbrella of the
eastern Slavs. He saw the nation, poccuiickas, united by ethnic and cultural
elements through loyalty to common values and institutions, with symbols
that did not originate in the imperial past but in the liberal revolution.

Tishkov protested the use of the term multi-ethnic Russian people,
considering it not only contradictory but also politically dangerous, because
he denied the right to political legitimacy of the Russian civic nation,
granting this right to ethnic groups that could proclaim their statehood as
separate nationalities. As happened with the collapse of the USSR.'”> Russian
leaders actively promoted the civic model of Russian identity during the first
two years of Russian independence. Tishkov was appointed Minister of
Nationalities, and his ideas formed the basis for the Russian citizenship law,
adopted by Parliament in November 1991. The text of this law calls the
citizens poccuiisre instead of pycckue, and obtaining Russian citizenship did
not depend on the nationality or language of the applicant.””* But Tishkov’s
model of the new Russian identity began to face serious difficulties. In the
autumn of 1993, when Yeltsin forcefully suppressed the nationalist and

171 Serhii Plokhy, Imperiul Pierdut. O Istorie a Nationalismului Rus: de la Ivan cel Groaznic la
Vladimir Putin, Bucuresti: Litera, 2022, p. 371.

172 Ibidem.

173 Nevzat Torun, “Soviet Nationality Policy: Impact on ethnic conflict in Abkhazia and South
Ossetia”, Karadeniz Arastirmalari, Vol. XVIII, No. 70, 2021, p. 257.

174 Serhii Plokhy, op.cit., p. 371.
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communist opposition, the idea of defining the Russian nation via civic
commitment to new political institutions lost appeal.’”> The ethnically
autonomous units of the Russian Federation were not very pleased to adopt
the civic nation project poccuckas, for example, Chechens wanted total
independence, while Tatarstan and the other autonomous republics wanted
more rights. After Russian troops entered Chechnya, they wanted to end the
de facto independence from Moscow. The Russians faced the problem that
other imperial nations had faced: The implosion of the empire had given rise
to a class of underprivileged citizens who considered themselves either
members of the former dominant nation or sufficiently compromised by
their cooperation to feel unsafe in the former colonial provinces.!”®

The Russian government is more likely to assert the feelings of
Russianness in terms of a civic nation, rather than an ethnic group with
elements of populism that divide inhabitants along the temporal line of
established residents, outsiders and essentialize and biologize difference
both Russian people and in the civic nation, especially in terms of our
people.””” Moreover, a significant criterion of this concept is the language.
The ethnic Russianness can be seen in designating the language as the
touchstone of the civic Russian identity. Speaking Russian is seen as an
ethnic approach. After all, it determines belonging based on cultural rather
than civic criteria, because it establishes the belonging based on cultural
rather than political or territorial principles. If the ability to speak the Russian
language is used as a test to determine somebody’s Russianness, although
this criterion is much less in conflict with multi-ethnic federalism than others
(ethnic Russians or Eastern Slavs), the belonging of subjects of different races
remains contested: “If someone speaks Russian but is black, can this person
be our compatriot?”’”® In the policy, there is no clear answer to what
Russianness is. The answers are ambiguous.

175 Vladimir Gelman, “Paving the Way for Violence. The Constitutional Crisis of 1993 and
Russia’s Political Trajectory”, On Matter Constitutional, 2024, https://verfassungsblog.de/
paving-the-way-for-violence/ accessed in 18.03.2023.

176 Serhii Plokhy, op.cit., p. 373.

177 Nikolay Zakharov, Race and Racism in Russia, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012,
pp.175-176.

178 Oxana Shevel, “Russian Nation-building from Yeltsin to Medvedev: Ethnic, Civic or
Purposefully Ambiguous?”, Europe-Asia Studies, Vol.63, 2011, p. 188.
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Over time, this concept of Russianness has metamorphosed into a key
concept not just culturally but also physically. This led to the outbreak of
various forms of ethnic violence, the best known is the skinhead movement.
Many famous writers such as Mikhail Sholokhov and Leonid Leonov tried
to define the Russiannes. But their work does not explain what Russianness
(Pycckocmv) really is and what kind of truly Russian culture wants to
prevail.'”” More recently, in 1991, according to Valentin Raspuntin,
Russianness is simply the nation’s general direction, which it received when
coming of age. This trend might be artistic, or religious, or pragmatic. But
every nation has something specific on top of the universal human qualities,
and it is called to develop and fertilise that toward which it has a specific
inclination.’®® Therefore, the Russianness, as critics noted, has no
contemporary content but refers with longing to the past, the distant past.®!

The roots of nationalism, with its racism, xenophobia, and aggressive
soul, have a strong impact on the formation of Russian nationalism and its
struggles. In the next chapter, I will point out the suffering history of
Russianness and the Russian multi-ethnic space.

179 Walter Laqueur, Black Hundred. The Rise of the Extreme Right in Russia, New York:
HarperCollinsPublishers, 1993, p. 130.

180 «PycCKOCTb, TaK Xe KaK HEMeLKKOCTb (hpaHLy3CKOCTb, eCTb 06LLee HanpaB/ieHNe HaLuu,
BHYTPEHHee e€ CTpeMJIeHne, BblAaHHbI e/ MPU My>aHWK, Korga 0603HavatoTCs ycrnexu,
aTtTectaT Ha 0CO6Yy0 posib B Mupe Y OfHMX 3Ta ponb NpakTuyeckas, y Apyrux
XYLOXECTBEHHasi, y TPeTbUX penurno3Has HO Kaxgzas Hauus npusBaHa Ha
onNoA0TBOPEHNE COB0M, MOMUMO OBLLMX YCUITUIA, YErO-TO OTAENBHOIO, K YEMY OHa MMeeT
CKJIOHHOCTb.»  https://www.rusobschina.ru/2010-08-25-18-51-29/3024-2014-10-15-10-
09-11 accessed in 28.03.2023.

181 Walter Laqueur, Black Hundred. The Rise of the Extreme Right in Russia, New York:
HarperCollinsPublishers, 1993, p. 131.
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CHAPTER II.

Classification
of Russian Nationalism

To capture all the impulses underlying the phenomena of Russian
nationalism, a classification of Russian nationalism from imperialism to
Putin's government is required to see what has changed and what has
remained from the nineteenth century to the present. I will discuss
conceptions that arose during the Tsar Nicholas I regime, concepts that arose
during the Stalin and Gorbachev era, and concepts that arose during Putin’s
era. As a result, I will show a trail of nationalist ideals and ideas that have
been at the heart of every administration that has ruled Russia over the years,
as well as a picture of right-wing extremism over time. Reporting on the
theory of nationalism in the previous chapter, Russian nationalism has
emerged under a different facet in each ruling regime over the years, it has
been closer to the Church, the most appropriate example here is the
imperialist period, and then nationalism from the communist period,
presented here under the guise of Soviet patriotism, and immediately after
the fall of communism, we have the original form of imperialist nationalism
under the Putin’s regime. James Miller developed the following classification
of Russian nationalism under the tsar's:

1. Tentative constitutionalism 1815-1830
2. Romantic and official nations 1831-1855
3. State and nation 1855-1881

182 James Miller, Encyclopedia of Russian History, USA: Macmillan, 2004, pp.127-132.
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4. National optimism and pessimism 1881-1905

5. Mass movements and Russian retrenchment 1905-1917
In this chapter, I will look at the final phase of Russian nationalism

during the Tsarist empire, namely, mass movement, and Russian
retrenchment (1905-1917). This was the time when a new sort of Russian
nationalism emerged, one that was concerned with the people (apoga).
There was no Russian national movement before the Russian Revolution
(1905), and the Hapog were completely excluded from political discussions.
Given the circumstances of the 1905 revolution, monarchists only appealed
to the Russian people to defend the tsar, giving rise to the famous phrase
Russia for Russians. In the framework of the revolution, there is also the idea
of forming a nation capable of fortifying the Russian Empire's borders with
the other states. Under Stalin's reign, Russian nationalism changed, being
known as Soviet Patriotism or Russian national patriotism. When it became
clear that the world revolution had failed, Stalin chose the path of
establishing socialism in a single state (the USSR). This policy called for the
establishment of Soviet patriotism under communist control, as well as
Russian cultural dominance.'®® In this part, I will analyse the policy of
indigenisation (korenizhatsya) implemented by the Soviet Union, which
promoted the leaders of the Soviet republic's titular nations and ethnic
minorities to leadership roles in local governments, bureaucracy, and
nomenklatura in administrative regions of lower rank. Furthermore,
following Perestroika, Russian nationalism is separated into three
orientations:

1. The maintenance of the state.

2. The resurrection of supposedly lost ethnic Russian values.

3. Nationalist ideas that seek to establish a new national system in a
changing political environment.’® For example, Russian borders were
always coextensive with those of the Russian Empire and the Soviet
Union, which were, for the most part, centred in Moscow, where the

183 Nelly Bekus, Struggle over identity. The official and Alternative Belarusianess. Budapest:
CEUP collection, 2010, pp.43-50.

184 Timothy Michael Spencer, The development of Russian Nationalism under Gorbachev
(1985-1991), Doctoral Thesis, University of London: School of Slavonic and East European
Studies.
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Slavophile movement began. However, during Perestroika, the
concept of the Russian state/boundaries was considered in isolation
from certain Soviet territories that had greater autonomy and potential
independence from Moscow. This feature impacted individuals who
opposed an imperialist statist vision and wanted to reinstate
traditional ethnic Russian values, as well as those who wanted to come
to terms with a new Russian entity independent from its former
satellite colonies.!®
Regarding the preceding chapter, where the theory that provides a
well-defined image of Russian nationalism was produced, three inclinations
are formed:

1. Imperialist nationalism refers to the preservation of the status quo,
namely, the image of the Russian Empire as a unitary Russian state.

2. Isolationist nationalism aims to establish an isolated Russian state from
the West based on distinctiveness, particularly Russian traditional
values.

3. Liberal nationalism is a response to a changing environment,
reestablishing Russia's image within a changing and dissolving
political framework.!s¢
These three Russian nationalist tendencies are emblematic of the

historical periods I will cover in this chapter. Finally, I would like to show
that Russian nationalism, particularly in Putin's government, is cyclical.

2.1. The Russian Empire 19" century: “Nationalism thrives”

2.1.1. The Slavophile Movement

This subchapter will focus on the political ideas established by the first
expression of Russian nationalism, namely the Slavophile movement during
the reign of Tsar Nicholas I. I will pay great attention to the fact that these
social and political ideas were transmitted from one generation to another.

185 |bidem, p. 27
186 P3| Kolstg and Helge Blakkisrud, The New Russian Nationalism. Imperialism, Ethnicity and
Authoritarianism 2000-15, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2016, p. 28-32.
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It was the period when their political and social ideas received more
attention from historians because of the Decembrist Revolt in 1825. This
revolt had few dramatic repercussions in the spheres of Russian life, namely
political, cultural, and social, repercussions that are visible nowadays. The
Slavophile movement’s thoughts during the reign of Nicholas I were a
reaction against the contemporary problems. Slavophiles wanted to protect
the uniqueness of the Russian Orthodox Church, traditions, and cultural
values against foreign influences and rejected individualism. In this period,
the Minister of Education, Count Sergey Uvarov, introduced the slogan
“Autocracy, Orthodoxy, Nationality/IIpasocaasue, Camogep>kasue,
Hapoanocts” as a dominant aspect of the imperial ideological doctrine of
Tsar Nicholas I. The slogan wanted the total authority of the Tsar while
suppressing political ideas that seemed destructive to Russian unity.

The doctrinal trinity was adopted later by the Establishment against to
the accusation by philosophers such as Piotr Chaadaev that Russia reached
a political decay and her salvation lay in the adoption of Western political
institution such as: parliamentarianism, it cast doubt upon the possibility of
a sectarian Russia or one which might move closer to Rome and proffered
higher status to those of Russian nationality'®’/napoanocts. The Slavophile
movement, especially the co-founder Aleksey Khomiakov, gave a response
to the affirmation of the Westernizer Piotr Chaadaev. The answer contained
harsh criticism of Chaadaev; the Slavophiles believed that what comes from
the West is harmful to traditional Russian life. Also, the two camps,
Slavophiles and Westernizers, often had dialogues on the origin and future
of Russia, making a clear distinction between the Slavophiles' vision of the
people and lands of Russia. The Slavophiles highlighted the concept of
camoOBITHOCTH (the originality of the Russian people), advocating for the
social organisations:

1. The peasant commune (o61muHa) or (Mup) that represented peasants
settled in a single village. The peasants had the right to the allotment,
on some uniform basis, of a holding that each member cultivated

187 Timothy Michael Spencer, The development of Russian Nationalism under Gorbachev
(1985-1991), Doctoral Thesis, University of London: School of Slavonic and East European
Studies, p. 28.
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separately. A holding could not be sold or bequeathed without the

consent of the mup. As a consequence of its collective tenure, the mup

had the power to repartition households. Mup dealt primarily with the

household and not with the individual. The peasant had a right to a

holding but not a particular holding, and he could not dispose of it

freely.1s8

2. The boyar (oOmmHa m 3emmmHa) was a village community to
distinguish itself from the peasants’ commune/communities, which
operated on individual farms. This institution was decreed by the

Bolshevik Revolution and the collectivisation of agriculture.

Given the concepts that arose during the Slavophile movement, it turns
out that they cherished orthodoxy, orthodox culture, and were able to
differentiate Russia from the West in cultural and religious aspects. At one
point, Ivan Kireevski, one of the founders of the Slavophile movement, said
that: “Three elements in the West: The Roman Church, Ancient Roman
development, and the statehood which arose out of the violence of conquest
are completely foreign to Rus’.”'® Moreover, the Slavophile movement
pointed out the concepts of unity and faith of the Russian people and blamed
the West for its deficiency of coboprHOCTb (spiritual community, the term
referred to the cooperation between people and combines the religious,
moral and social elements), claiming that the West is not as close to the
Church/religion as they are.

According to Nikolay Berdyaev, the first Slavophiles: “were not
enemies or haters of Western Europe, like obscurantist Russian nationalists
were. They were enlightened Europeans. They believed in the great vocation
of Russia and the Russian people, in the truth hidden within, and they tried
to characterise certain original features of their vocation.”'® Also, Berdyaev

188 | azar Volin, A century of Russian agriculture. From Alexander Il to Khrushchev, United
States: Harvard University Press, pp.78-79, 81.

189 «Tpu anemeHTa Ha 3anage: Pumckaa LepKOBb, [APEBHEPUMCKOE pasBUTUE U
rocyapCTBEHHOCTb, BO3HMKLUIAsE B pe3ynbTaTe HacWUIUs 3aBOEBaHWI, COBEPLUEHHO
yyxnabl Pycu» MBaH Bacunbesuy Kupeesckui, O xapakTtepe npocseLyeHns EBponbl n o
€ero oTHoLeHun K npocselyeHnto Poccum, https://azbyka.ru/otechnik/lvan_Kireevskij/o-
haraktere-prosveshenija-evropy-i-o-ego-otnoshenii-k-prosvesheniyu-rossii/ accessed in
26.12.2023.

190 «He 6b11M BparaMu 1 HeHaBUCTHUKamMKM 3anagHol EBponbl, Kak pyccKue HaLMoHanmncTbi-
Mpako6ecbl. OHM 6bIM NpPOCBELLEHHbIMM eBponeiiuamMi. OHU BepwuiuM B BeNKOe
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described the Slavophile: “our first populists, although populists on
religious soil.”1%!

Hans Kohn referred to Slavophiles as: “religious anarchists who
deeply disliked the state and above all the bureaucracy, an element which
they regarded as of Byzantine or Germanic in origin, and which interfered
with the organic life of the people’s community.”1%?

The profile of a Slavophile is represented by several distinct features;
it is a member of a 19 century movement whose orientation is especially
directed towards a bright future of the Russian Empire based on
preservation of the Russian traditions and values. The circle of
Slavophiles was positioned in Moscow and attracted members of the
upper class of Russians (well-educated people, rich people, and people
who travelled extensively abroad). As I mentioned in the previous
chapter, the Slavophile circle consisted of philosophers, writers,
theologians, poets, and historians. The idea that the Slavophiles conveyed
about the Russian Empire and the Russian people mostly influenced the
generations that followed them, thus giving them an image of a religious
empire that held to culture and traditions. I decided to explain this word
by separating it into two: Slav and Phile.

1. The word Slavs represents one of a group of peoples in Eastern,
Southeastern, and Central Europe, including the Russians and
Ruthenians (Eastern Slavs), the Bulgars, Serbs, Croats, Slavonians,
Slovenians, etc (Southern Slavs), and the Poles, Czechs, Moravians,
Slovaks, etc. (Western Slavs). 1

2. The word Phile represents a combination of the meanings “lover of”,
“enthusiast for”.1** Another explanation is “someone who enjoys a

npussaHne Poccum KU pyccKoro Hapofa, B CKPbITYHO BHYTPU WCTUHY W MbITanucb
oXapakKTepusoBaTb HeKOTOpble OpUrnHalibHble 4epTbl €ero npu3BaHUA» Hukonawn
Bepases, Pycckas nges, MNapwx: MNepenspg, c.33.

191 «<HalwuW nepBble HAPOAHWKW, XOTA WM MOMYAUCTbl Ha PenuMruo3Hon nouse» Hukonau
Bepases, http://vphil.ru/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1050 accessed in
26.12.2023.

192 Hans Kohn, Pan-Slavism: Its History and Ideology, New York: Vintage, 1960, pp.149-155.

193 Anna Klosowska, “The Etymology of Slave”, Karkov, C. E., Klosowska, A., & van Gerven Oei, V.
W. J. (eds.) Disturbing Times: Medieval Pasts, Reimagined Futures, 2020, pp.153-154.

194 Eliska Charvatovd, Morphological productivity of selected word-formation processes, Czech
Republic: Masaryk University, 2013, p. 64.
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particular thing or has it as a hobby, or who likes a particular
place.”' For instance, an anglophile likes England/Britain, or a
bibliophile likes books.

The word Slavophile can be translated as a lover of Slavs. Therefore, we
can talk about Slavs who love their values, cultures, traditions, and
everything related to their people. In a nationalist view, there is a rejection
of what is strange, considered to be pagan, or, in terms of the founders of the
Slavophile movement, the West is seen as an alien. The word Slavophile had
a stronger resonance in Russia, considered to be the leader of all Slavs
because here the historians were considering the three aspects of Russian
nationalism: Russia is larger than any other country, is higher, and is farther
north: “territorial size and location in space are drivers of the country’s
mission in the world, and of nature of its state and culture [...] these elements
gives Russia its uniqueness among nations: Russia’s territory is larger than
other countries in the world and forms a specific continent (Eurasianism);
Russia is going higher in the universe (Cosmism); and Russia is going farther
north (Arctism).”'® This is the plausible reason why the Slavophiles'
movement developed only in the Russian space, and here we have the idea
of territorial expansion that was passed on to later generations, which I will
talk about a little later in this chapter.

The Slavophiles saw the uniqueness of Russia in their people (Hapog), in
their nationality (HapoanHocTs), and, of course, the most important, the
Russian Orthodox Church (Pycckas IlpaBocaasnast 1nepkoss). The
Slavophile movement it is a movement composed mostly of intellectual
people from the 19th century that used some ideas from Romantic
Nationalism to provide an image of their country’s greatness and as I said
before, the movement it is part of the sixth category of Russian nationalism
developed in the empire/country period, namely mass movements and
Russian retrenchment because they was the first mass movements with
many followers in Russia 19% century.

195 Anna Ktosowska, op.cit., p. 155.
196 Marlene Laruelle, Russian Nationalism. Imaginaries, Doctrines, and Political Battlefields.
New York: Routledge, p. 38.
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Intending to perfect the Russian society and to change the leadership
and the church, they have elaborated a series of reforms:

1. The emancipation of Serfs

2. Curtailment of the bureaucracy (freedom of speech, press, and
conscience)

3. The establishment of an institution representing the whole people
(Beue or semckm cobop of pre-Petrine Russia).’” Bewe (Popular
Assembly) was used from the 10 to the 15% century. This concept
originated among the Slavic tribes settled in permanent trading
centres, which later became cities. The concept remained as an element
of democratic rule, sharing power with a prince and an aristocratic
council.’®® 3emckn cobop (Assembly of the Land) was used in 16t and
17t centuries in Russia, an advisory assembly convened by the Tsar or
the highest civil authority in power. The Slavophile resurrected these
two concepts, considering them to reflect the Russian people. A
proposal to reestablish the institution resulted in the dismissal of the
minister who suggested it, N.P.Ignatiev.!

2.1.2. The Pan-Slavic Movement (mid to late 19" century)

The Pan-Slavists movement appeared in the mid-19t century and was
a political ideology concerned with the promotion of integrity and unity for
the Slavic people. The movement experienced a sense of unity and
nationalism among the Slavic population.

Pan-Slavism was a movement that first arose among the Slavic peoples
of the Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman Empires. The key event that took
place in this movement was the Congress of Prague in 1848. The principle of
this congress was the union of all the Slavs, especially those from the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. Representatives of the Russian state at this congress

197 The Editors of Encyclopaedia, "Slavophile", Encyclopedia Britannica, 2013. https://
www.britannica.com/topic/Slavophile accessed in 27.12.2023.

198 The Editors of Encyclopaedia, ‘"veche", Encyclopedia Britannica, https://
www.britannica.com/topic/veche accessed in 27.12.2023.

199 The Editors of Encyclopaedia, "zemsky sobor’, Encyclopedia Britannica, 2012. https://
www.britannica.com/topic/zemsky-sobor accessed in 27.12.2023.
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were absent, except for the Russian revolutionary anarchist Mikhail
Bakunin. Among the topics discussed at this congress were those related to
Russian universalism (it included some ideas that had universal
application), which was discussed from a negative perspective. The
representatives of the Russian state responded to the Prague Congress that
put them in a bad light as follows: “Russians looked at the Prague Congress
of 1848 with undisguised hostility. Palacky had confined its membership to
representatives of Slavs inside the Austrian monarchy...But others believed
that Pan-Slavism should extend beyond a call for cultural union and should
be politically unified under Russian leadership. The movement needed the
support of a state power, and the natural choice, geographically and power-
wise, was Tsarist Russia.” 200

The Russian Idea developed from the Pan-Slavist Movement followed
the Slavophiles Movement, which highlighted the fact that: “after Russia’s
defeat in the Crimean War (1853-1856), a vague Slavophilism was
transformed into a militant and nationalistic Pan-Slavism. Pan-Slavism
would be run from Moscow...What had originally been a shadowy dream
was thus transformed into a new aggressive, expansionist Pan-Slavism.”2"!

After the Prague Congress, the Pan-Slavists movement moved to
Moscow, exemplified by the Second Pan-Slav Congress, which took place in
Moscow in 1867. The Congress expressed distress regarding the Russian
people and their friends Slavs: “To them, Pan-Slavism meant the equality of
all Slavs. Their Russian hosts, on the other hand, saw the movement as
dedicated to the supremacy of the Russian language, the Orthodox faith, and
the Russification of all Slavs even in the Balkans.”22

Hans Kohn said that the “earliest concise formulation of Russian Pan-
Slavism”?%® was covered in a letter from Mikhail Pogodin to Alexander II in
183824 One of the founders of the Pan-Slavist movement was the
philosopher and historian Nikolay Danilevsky. One of the most important
works of Danilevsky that covered Pan-Slavism was Russian, and Europe, an
Inquiry into the Cultural and Political Relations of the Slav to the Germano-Latin

200 | ouis Snyder, Macro-nationalisms: A History of the Pan-Movements, Connecticut:
Greenwood Press, 1984, p. 25.

201 |bidem, pp.26-27.

202 |bidem, p. 40.

203 Hans Kohn, Pan-Slavism: Its History and Ideology, New York: Vintage, p. 141.

204 |bidem, p. 142.
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World, published in 1869, which represented the Slavic civilisation as a
superior class to the Westerners and proclaimed the fact that the Russians
would be the leaders of the Slavic world. In his work, Danilevsky said that
under the Russian authority, the Pan-Slavists movement can lead not only
the Russian Empire but most of Eastern European parts, including Hungary,
Albania, Romania, Greece, and Constantinople.?® If the Slavophiles desired
the union of all Slavs, the pan-Slavists had the same ideas but concentrated
more on the territorial expansion of Russia. Also, in Danilevsky's work, he
suggested that Russia needs to be separated from Europe, the Russian
expansion will bring more territory to Russia, so once it is larger, it will have
a more important status in front of Europe, which, as Danilevsky said, will
be a fallen empire.

The Russian Pan-Slavists adopted the Slavophile notion that Western
Europe was spiritually and culturally ruined, and it was Russia’s mission to
revitalise Europe by gaining political dominance over it.?® The Pan-Slavists
said that this mission can only be carried out with the help of the Slavs and
eventually unite in one political organisation and one territory, the Russian
Federation of all Slavs.

In the early 20* century pan Slavists tried to organise a new Pan-Slav
congress and tried to revive the movement, but the nationalistic rivalries
among the various Slav peoples prevented their effective collaboration.?”
Their era came to an end with the disintegration of Tsarist Russia at the end
of the First World War.

2.1.3. The Black Hundred Movement

The Black Hundred (Yépuas Cotms) or the black-hundredists
(Yeprocotenmsr) belonged to an ultra-nationalist movement in Russia in the
early 20t century. They supported the House of Romanov and opposed any

205 |bidem, p. 200.

206 Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia. "Pan-Slavism." Encyclopedia Britannica, October
15, 2013. https://www.britannica.com/event/Pan-Slavism accessed in 27.12.2023.

207 Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia. "Orthodoxy, Autocracy, and Nationality."
Encyclopedia Britannica, January 26, 2016. https://www.britannica.com/topic/Orthodoxy-
Autocracy-and-Nationality accessed in 27.12.2023.
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retreat from the autocracy of the reigning monarch.?® This movement was
known especially for its xenophobic sentiments, incitement to pogroms, and
support the Russian Nationalism, antisemitism?”® and anti-Ukrainian
sentiment?’?. The movement had the same slogan as the Slavophile
movement developed by Count Sergey Uvarov: “Orthodoxy, Autocracy,
and Nationality.” The Black Hundred represented a strong political
movement at that time, being spread over large territories of the Russian
Empire, with a huge number of members, who were part of all social spheres
of the society, all united by one purpose, that of protecting Orthodoxy,
Autocracy, and Nationality (HapoaHocts). There were various organisations
within this movement, the most important of which I recall: League of the
Russian People (Coros Pycckoro Hapogaa), League of the Archangel Michael
(Coros Muxkamaa Apxanreaa), and Council of United Nobility (Cosuer
Obeauuennoro /BopsHCTBa).

The name of this movement has had numerous approaches over the
years; the researchers have tried to explain this term, leaving room for
interpretations of the term. The terminology of the name Black Hundred was
planned to be used in a derogatory sense in the newspapers at the time of
the revolution. Those who wrote about the Black Hundred movement at the
time were thinking back to the black lands where peasants, merchants, and
craftsmen paid taxes to the government (lands owned by the nobility and
church were called white lands), and the hundred existed as a feudal
administrative division. In the right-wing extremist imagination, it was the
loyal people of the black hundreds who gathered to fight Poles and traitors
when it was needed.?!! Newspapers published during the revolution wrote
about this movement as a gang of hooligans who, as I mentioned above,
came from the lowest class sponsored by the Russian government at that

208 Norman Cohn, Warrant for Genocide: The Myth of the Jewish World-Conspiracy and the
Protocols of the Elders of Zion, London: Serif Publishing, 1966, p. 61.

209 David Vital, A People Apart: The Jews in Europe 1789-1939, United Kingdom: Oxford
University Press, 1999, pp.140-141.

210 peter Potichnyj, Ukraine and Russia in their Historical Encounter, University of Alberta,
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies Press, 1992, pp.576-582.

211 Johannes Dafinger and Florin Moritz, A Transnational History of Right-Wing Terrorism:
Political Violence and the Far Right in Eastern and Western Europe since 1900, United
Kingdom: Routledge, 2022, pp.24-25.
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time. Another rationale for the Black Hundred designation or the Black
Hundred Movement is that it refers to all far-right parties. When it comes to
this movement, the terminology is a jumbled mess. In English, researchers
studying the Black Hundred movement do not distinguish between the
singular and plural forms. Both the singular and plural forms of the phrase
"Black Hundred" are interchangeable and refer to the movement as well as
the specific organisations. The concepts of party, organisation, union,
movement, monarchists, right-wing, far right, extreme, and radical right are
synonymous with the Black Hundred when used in its plural form. The
Black Hundred is synonymous, both singularly and plurally, with the Union
of Russian People (URP), the movement's most well-known organisation.

1. The words “organisation”, “party”, and “union” refer to a particular

Black Hundred organisation.

2. The words “movement”, “conservatives”, and “monarchists” refer to
the Black Hundred in general.

In the Russian version, the name Black Hundred received the following
explanation: "taxable, subject to general state service, not enjoying benefits"
was the meaning of the term “black”, as opposed to "white." For instance, the
following are some old Russian phrases: black settlement: "a settlement
inhabited by taxing people who do not have any benefits"; black court, black
people, and black proctors; black tribute: "universal national tax" (black
forest). The term "black hundred" is defined as "the lower class of urban
inhabitants, divided into the living room, cloth, and black hundred" in the
1847 dictionary.?'? In the article “On the rights and obligations of the Russian
merchants before the beginning of the 19th century”, the merchants of the
Black Hundreds and settlements, as well as the townspeople's tax people of
the best, average, and lesser classes, engaged in petty trade in a variety of
goods and operated their shops. Among them were people of all ranks,

212 Cropa, Hanpumep, MNPUMbIKAOT [OPEBHEPYCCKWE BbIPAXEHUSA: YepHas JdaHb —
‘norosioBHasi HapopHasi nopaTb' (Cp. 4epHbii 60p); yepHas cnoboga — ‘cnobopa,
HaceneHHas TAMNbIMU, HE UMEIOLWUMUN HUKAKUX NbrOT JIKOABMW'; YEpHbIN [ABOP, YEPHbIe
104N, NpPOTOpbl YepHbie W T. n. B cnoBape 1847 r. TepMWUH YepHasi COTHSA
WCTONKOBbIBAETCA TaK: HUSLWIMIA KNacc ropofckux ob6blBaTesiel, pasfensaromxcs Ha
FOCTUHYHO, CYKOHHYIO U YepHYLO COTHU' (CP. — C CYKOHHbIM PbIJIOM ga B KaslaluHbIi psg).
https://etymolog.ruslang.ru/vinogradov.php?id=tschernaja_sotnja&vol=1 accessed in
28.12.2023.

88


https://etymolog.ruslang.ru/vinogradov.php?id=tschernaja_sotnja&vol=1

Classification of Russian Nationalism

including patriarchal peasants, metropolitans, rulers, monasteries, boyars,
okolnichi (old Russian court), and all ranks of people, including the children
of priests, coachmen, hunters, and various free servicemen and craft people.
By the 18th century, the term "Black Hundred" had become obsolete in this
historical context. However, it was also employed in the 19th-century literary
language in the forms of historical drama, historical narrative, and historical
novel.?13

The Black Hundred movement engaged in actions such as church-
based oral dissemination and street demonstrations. They had strong ties to
the Russian monarchy and church, as Georges Luis, the French ambassador
in Russia, said: “the tsar was bitterly disappointed with the helplessness and
inactivity of the other right-wing organisations [...] The Black Hundred are
ruling the country, and the government obeys them because it knows the
emperor is inclined to sympathise with them.”?** Its efforts to incite and
promote anti-Semitism led to pogroms and terrorist attacks because one of
its goals was to fight against the Jewish community, whom the members of
the Black Hundred claimed was to blame for the Russian Empire's troubles.
The black-hundred movement was particularly successful in carrying out the
objectives and aims formed within the movement throughout the years 1905-
1907. Moreover, the movement gathered a considerable number of
supporters, 400.000, over these years. This figure established the movement
as one of the most powerful far-right movements of all time. For example,
the General Jewish Labour Bund (the only Jewish Party from Russia) gained
just 34.000 members.

213 g cratbe «O npaBax WM o6si3aHHOCTAX KyneyecTBa Poccwuiickoro po Havana XIX
CTONEeTURA». « YepHbIXx COTEH U cnobopg, Kyrubl, TaKXXe NocafcKue TArble Noan NydLllen,
cpep,He17| M MeHblLen cTaTen npounssoaunn Meno4yHble ToproBble NMPOMbICSIbl BCAKUMHU
TOoBapamMun U nMenun cBoU NaBkKu; B HNUCNe X Haxoaunancb BCAKOIro 3saHnAa nNoaun, Kak T1o:
KpecCcTbAHe naTpuapline, MUTponosnydbKn, BRagbl4bHW, MOHACTbIPCKUE, 609|pcr(me,
OKOJIbHUYMX U BCAKUX YMHOB NtOAEW, NMOMNOBbI AETU, AbSAYKWU, MOHOMAapW, AMLLMKM,
OXOTHUKN N BCAKUE BOJIbHble CNYy>XWNible U peMecNieHHble nran» (BeCTHI/IK EBpOI'IbI,
1826, N2 23 1 24, c. 183). B 3TOM UCTOPMYECKOM CMbIC/ie TEPMUH YepHasi coTHs K XVIII
BeKy Bbllen W3 6bITOBOro ynoTpebneHus. Ho B CTWne MCTOPMYECKOW ApaMmbl,
NCTOPUYECKOW MOBECTU N UCTOPUYECKOrO POMaHa OH yNoTpe6sncsa u B IUTepaTypHOM
asbike XIX B. https://etymolog.ruslang.ru/vinogradov.php?id=tschernaja_sotnja&vol=1
accessed in 28.12.2023.

214 Walter Laqueur, Black Hundred. The Rise of the Extreme Right in Russia, New York:
HarperCollins, 1993, p. 19.
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The ideology of the Black Hundred movement focused on the Count
Sergey Uvarov trinity of "Orthodoxy, Autocracy, and Nationality" and
advocated traditional and religious values, one of the most important being
the Tsar's limitless power, autocracy, which gave the Russian Orthodox
Church a privileged position and heightened a powerful image of the
Russian people (Hapoa). One of the most important aspects of their
worldview was antisemitism. The Black Hundred Movement also had its
newspapers, namely: “The Banner” (3mamms), “Russian Banner” (Pycckoe
sHams), “The Pochayev Page” (ITouaesckmuit /mncrok), “Thunderstorm”
(I'posa), “The Bell” (Koaokoa), “Popular Assembly” (Beue), and many
others. In addition to anti-Semitic writings, there were pictures representing
Jews in various forms, akin to the Nazi journals Der Sturmer, where Jews
appeared in horrible and frightening forms to portray these people
negatively. The content of the journals concentrated on the fact that Jews
were granted civil liberties in post-October Russia to subjugate the
autocracy, widen the extent of political change in a self-serving manner, and
dominate the Duma.?'> The editors of these journals offered powerful images
that also conveyed a subliminal message about the destructive influence of
Jews on the Russian empire. The drawings complemented the textual
message and added another dimension to the understanding of politics and
culture during the final decade of Tsarist rule, and the Black Hundred saw
the press as an important component of their arsenal. They also used the
press to gain as many followers as possible to support the Tsar. Some of the
most prominent leaders of the movement were Alexander Dubrovin,
Vladimir Purishkevich, and Nikolai Markov.2¢ To unite their forces and
objectives, the leaders of the Black Hundred Movement held four major
Russian Congresses in October 1906. They voted for the raasnas ympasa
(board of directors) to create a new all-Russian Black Hundred organisation
(O6beaunénniil pycckuit Hapog or Russian People United).

The culmination of this movement was between 1905-1907, as
mentioned above, it was the period with the most members who were very

215 Robert Weinberg, “The Russian Right Responds to Revolution: Visual Depictions of Jews
in the Black Hundrer Press in Post-1905 Russia” in Swarthmore College, 2008, pp.4-5.
216 |bidem, pp.4-5.
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active and united in all their purposes through these Congresses. Following
this period, historians and experts discussed a progressive fall in the Black
Hundred movement until their end in 1917. But, as I said regarding
Slavophile ideals passed down from generation to generation, there can't be
a complete stop here either. On the contrary, the Black Hundred movement's
ideology was passed down to the generation that came after the revolution.
Following generations attempted to resurrect this movement, for example,
Alexander Shtilmark (a former member of Pamyat) decided to build a
modernised version of the Black Hundred Movement. Following the
dissolution of the Soviet Union, remnants of the Black Hundred movement
were made known by other movements such as the Russian Imperial
Movement and the Union of Orthodox Banner-Bearers, the latter fought on
the side of pro-Russian separatists during the early years of the Russo-
Ukrainian War.

2.2. The Soviet Union — 20™ century Russian Nationalism
under the facet of Soviet Patriotism “Nationalism changed”

Following the breakup of the Russian Empire, there was an increase in
many nationalist movements across the former Empire's territory. At the
time, the Bolshevik administration was founded on Marxist-Leninist
doctrines. These ideologies emphasised the idea that every nation must fade
away over time, and that the phenomenon of nationalism is a phrase derived
from Marxist theory of the capital holding class, but noting the nature of the
revolution, which had all the necessary chances for success as an integral
part of the nationalism, Bolshevik leaders maintained nations’ rights to
choose their own political status and path of economic, social, and cultural
development.

On 21 November 1917, a month after the October Revolution, a
declaration targeted at the rights of the Russian people was issued,
containing four fundamental concepts:?!”

217 1) PaBeHCTBO U CYyBEPEHHOCTb HapooB Poccuu.
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Equality and sovereignty of the peoples of the Russian Empire.
The right of nations to self-determination.

Abolition of all privileges based on nationality and religion.

Ll e

Freedom and cultural development for national minorities (dispersed
nationalities and those living outside their historic territories).

After these principles were officially declared, the Soviet government
resisted their realisation. For example, Lenin recognised Poland's
independence, and the Bolsheviks reluctantly restored it. The Bolshevik
rulers attempted to establish a pro-Soviet government in Poland during the
Russo-Polish War of 1920, but eventually lost the war, and the plan to
establish a pro-Soviet government in Poland failed. Only Poland, Estonia,
Latvia, and Lithuania gained independence a month after the October
Revolution of 1917, out of all the states that coexisted under the Russian
Empire. However, they did not enjoy much independence because they were
seized by the Soviet Army in 1940. For Soviet authorities in the early 1920s,
it became clear that these countries would remain independent. The Soviets
likewise attempted to unite nations in a universal union. During the
national-bolshevik period, it was proposed to reveal the Russian Empire as
a prison for all peoples and countries, because the nations did not rush under
the yoke of another empire. In the face of the Soviet regime, the resistance of
certain nations to defending independence proved insufficient. For example,
when the Ukrainian National Republic declared independence in 1918, the
Russian Soviet government launched an invasion of Ukraine. A civil war that
lasted more than three years and was eventually halted by the Soviet Union's
annexation of Ukraine.

2) MNpaBo HapogoB Poccuu Ha cBOGOAHOE caMoomnpepesieHue, BrioTb A0 OTAENeHUs U
06pa3oBaHMsi CaMOCTOATENbHOMO rocyAapcTBa.

3) OTMeHa BCeX M BCSKWUX HaLMOHaNbHbIX W HALMOHANbHO-PENUIMO3HbIX MPUBUIETUIA 1
OrpaHMYyeHun.

4) CBo60fHOe pasBUTME HALMOHANBHbIX MEHBLIMHCTB W 3THOrpaduyeckmx rpynm,
Hacensowmx Tepputoputo Poccun. Presidential Library, https://www.prlib.ru/en/history/
619724 accessed in 31.12.2023.
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2.2.1. National Bolshevism

National Bolshevism was a name originally introduced in 1921, when
defeated White Russians and emigres tried to rationalise the Bolshevik
victory and eventually declared their support for Bolshevism and Soviet
Russia.?® The white Russians and emigres were considered by the
government, opponents of the Bolsheviks and were influenced by the
publications Hakanyne (The Day Before) and Cmena sek (The Age of
Change). These newspapers asserted the fact that in 1921, the Soviet regime
was the only Russian National power despite its internationalism. Mikhail
Agursky said: “Bolshevism was not even a lesser evil; in specific historical
conditions, only the Bolsheviks would be able to restore the Russian National
state, the Russian state power. Bolshevism was the Russian national
phenomenon.”?"?

The right-wingers and nationalists said that Bolshevism is not the
Destroyer of Russia but the Saviour, reuniting the country and re-
establishing the Soviet army. Again, Agursky defined the term National
Bolshevism: “National Bolshevism is the Russian etatist ideology that
legitimises the Soviet political system from the Russian etatist point of view,
contrary to its exclusive Marxist legitimacy. Etatism can be distinguished
from cultural nationalism...I would like to define etatism as a powerful form
of nationalism...National Bolshevism does not reject Communist ideology,
though it strives to minimise its importance to the level necessary for
legitimacy. National Bolshevism in its original form strove for world
domination, conceived as the universal Russian Empire cemented by
Communist ideology. It is not excluded that in some circumstances National
Bolshevism might limit itself to the etatist concept of Russian
Superpower.” 22

National Bolshevism was considered an imperialist ideology whose
supporters, to protect what they thought to be “Holy Russia” or the Russian
Empire, streamlined their ideals.

218 Mihail Agursky, The Third Rome: National Bolshevism in the USSR, USA: Westview Press,
1987, pp.195-199.

219 |bidem, p. 248.

220 |bidem, p. 15.
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2.2.2. What has changed since the Slavophile movement?

If during the time of the Empire the peasant represented something
holy, during the Stalin regime the process of dehumanisation took place to
create a new Soviet man, as Lynne Viola said, the Communist regime
“slipped into demonology, pushing the process of dehumanising the
peasantry to its greatest extent”.??! “Since the main of the Holy Russia of
icons and roaches, presented the main obstacle to the elevation of the Russian
people Hapoa to a higher, national level of existence, Russian peasant culture
was objectively unredeemable.”??2 But what remained in common with the
Slavophiles and panslavists was the xenophobic sentiment towards the West:
“Stalin’s doctrine of socialism in one country was related to his anti-
Westernism. In this respect, the fact that virtually alone among the Bolshevik
leaders, Stalin had raised the possibility that Soviet Russia could become the
country that would lay the road to socialism.”?? Stalin explained that: “the
West has become a breeding ground of destruction and slavery. The task is
to destroy this breeding ground, to the joy and comfort of working people of
all countries.”?*

Stalin created Soviet Russia (Cosetckast Poccurs) to destroy the vestiges
of ancient Rus” and turn the peasant into a proletarian and create a new
Soviet man. The Russian language was made required in all elementary
schools in non-Russian states in 1938, since it was deemed at the time to be
the sole mode of communication capable of imparting the proletarian
message, a process known as linguistic Russification. I want to mention that
it is wrong to relate to the process of Russification separately from
Sovietization. According to one of Stalin's lectures, Russian was the form,
and Soviet was the content. The connection between these two (Russification

221 Lynne Viola, Peasant Rebels Under Stalin. Collectivization and the Culture of Peasant
Resistance, New York: Oxford University Press, 1996, p. 35.

222 | eon Trotsky, Literature and Revolution, MI: The University of Michigan Press, 1960, p. 94.

223 Veljko Vujacic, “Stalinism and Russian Nationalism: A Reconceptualization” in Post Soviet
Affairs, Vol.23, No.2, 2007, pp.156-183.

224 |osif Stalin, “Light from the East” (December 1, 1918), in Works, Vol.4, 1917-1920, pp.395-
406.
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and Sovietization) was made by Ushakov in 1939 dictionary, where the word
Russian (Pyccknit) was represented by Turgenev’s phrase on the “mighty,
truthful and free Russian language” and Stalin’s phrase of “the Russian
revolutionary sweep” as a “life-giving force which awakens thought, propels
one forward, crushes the past, opens up the future” >

2.2.3. The policy of Korenizatsiya

During the period 1920-1930, the Soviet Empire's primary impetus for
the national policy was korenizatsiya (policy of indigenisation, derived from
the word xopenHoI1 Hapog, meaning indigenous people). The integration of
non-Russian nationalities into the governments of their respective Soviet
republics was part of this policy. In the 1920s, the policy encouraged
representatives of the titular country and their national minorities into the
lower administrative levels of respective Soviet republics' local government,
bureaucracy, and nomenklatura. The korenizatsiya's principal goal was to
develop communist cadres of all nationalities.””® The Soviet leadership
thought that the indigenous policy encouraged non-Russian nations to assist
the Soviet regime's creation of the new Soviet man. This policy was not
particularly effective. Non-Russian ethnicities provided only limited
assistance to the Soviet central government. Minorities were not treated
fairly during the Russian Empire, and after that, they favoured
internationalism and national equality. The policy of Korenizatsiya had
long-lasting effects and promoted national cultures and national
consciousness among the different nations.??”

National languages were only optional in basic schools, institutions,
theatres, books, and newspapers in the USSR. Many nations were
incorporated into the Russian language and culture, but resisted the policy

225 Gregory Freidin, “Romans into Italians. Russian National Identity in Transition” in Stanford
Slavic Studies, Vol.7, 1939, pp.241-275.

226 Kalypso Nikolaidis, Echoes from the Empire: Memory, Identity and Colonial Legacies,
London: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2014, pp.12-23.

227 “Nationalism in the Soviet Union”, National Post, 12 December 2013, https://
www.encyclopedia.com/history/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/
nationalism-soviet-union accessed in 02.01.2024.
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of Korenizatsiya. Many parents opposed sending their children to national
schools, and there was significant opposition to the official usage of national
languages in the national republics.??® The Russian population, particularly
those from the republics regarded to be the most politically powerful in the
Russian Empire, were sceptical of the strategy of indigenisation. Russian
nationalists did not consider the Soviet Union's other nations as equals at the
time.

The establishment of national territorial administrative units and
national cultures coincided with the earliest stage of indigenisation. The
latter was most visible in the fields of language formation?” and education?®
because a few nationalities did not have a literary language, the Committee
of the North was established.®® to create alphabets so that the national
languages could be taught in schools and literacy could be brought to the
people in their native languages, and the minorities would thereby be
brought from backwardness to the modern world.?

In 1930, at the 16t Party Congress, Stalin claimed that the period of
socialism was a time when national cultures flourished, and the final goal
was to unite them into a unified international culture with a common
language. There was a “cultural revolution” atmosphere between 1928 and
1931, which was followed by many violent incidents. For example, Russian
cultural heritage was attacked, churches were shuttered and demolished, old
specialists were fired, science, art*®® Slavophile peasants were
proletarianised.

The end of Korenizatsiya can be divided into two parts:

1. The persecution of national cadres: between 1933 and 1938, the
persecution of national republic leaders began. Non-Russians were

228 |bidem, https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-
maps/nationalism-soviet-union accessed in 02.01.2024.

229 Yuri Slezkine, “The USSR as a Communal Apartment, Or How a Socialist State Promoted
Ethnic Particularism” in Slavic Review, Vol. 53, No.2, pp.414-452.

230 Barbara Anderson and Brian Silver, “Equality, Efficiency, and Politics in Soviet Bilingual
Education Policy: 1934-1980" in American Political Science Review, Vol.78, pp.1019-1039.

231 Yuri Slezkine, Arctic Mirrors: Russia and the Small Peoples of the North, New York: Cornell
University Press, 1994, p. 150.

232 |bidem, p. 150.

233 Timo Vihavainen, Nationalism, and Internationalism. How did Bolsheviks Cope with National
Sentiment? Helsinki: Chulos&Pirainen, 2000, p. 81.
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accused of inciting riots and causing harm to Russians. The Russians
chastised local administrations for hiring foreigners in public service,
and the fact that their goal was to break free from the Soviet Union, to
live independently, and national leaderships of the republics and
autonomies were liquidated en masse.?*

. Cancelling Russification: the mid and late 1930s brought a new version
of the policy of indigenisation, the so-called great Russianization or the
attempts to assimilate the minorities.?> The Russian authorities in
Soviet Russia demonstrated an interest in reducing the number of
officially recognised nationalities. The creation of national schools in
which each minority's mother tongue was taught persisted, but the
Russian language became compulsory. The existence of the
indigenisation policy was abandoned and was replaced by a more
bureaucratic terminology: Iloanmop m Peccranoska HarmoHaabHBIX
Kaapos (selection and placement of national frameworks).

This policy glorified the Russian people, called them the big brother of

the socialist family of nations, and during this period nationalism was

hidden under the facade of Soviet patriotism, emerged with national

survival taking priority over ideological conflicts between communists and

fascists.?¢ With the implementation of the Russian language as a compulsory

subject in non-Russian schools, it reflected the main purpose of the linguistic

russification imposed by Stalin and his Soviet patriotism.

2.2.4. Russian Nationalism from Brezhnev to Gorbachev

Under Brezhnev's leadership, three classifications of Russian

nationalism appear:

1. The Liberal Nationalists “in favour of accommodating minorities in a

loose federation and of granting them those rights guaranteed in the
Soviet Constitution. For these rights and for the privilege of

234 |bidem, p. 84.

235 Vernon Aspaturian, “The Non-Russians Peoples”, in Prospects for Soviet Society, New York:
Praeger, 1968, pp.143-198.

236 |bidem, p. 85.
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participating in the federation, minorities would have to pay their fair

share for development and defence.”2

2. The Neo-Slavophiles “called for the consolidation of Russian lands
into a unified Russian state, discarding the empty notion of a Russian-
dominated federation.”?%

3. The Neo-Stalinists who think that “Stalin’s brand of centralised and
militarist leadership is what the Russian empire still requires, would
prefer a greater Russian empire in which minority cultures could be
exploited for the Russian state.”?%

Briefly, during the Brezhnev era, there were three varieties of Russian
nationalism: the first sought a more liberal interpretation of Russia and the
recognition of non-Russian ethnicities’ rights, the second desired the Russian
state's isolation from the West and the Russian Orthodox Church's
leadership in the goal of saving the world. The last one, the Russians” desire
to preserve the Soviet Union and transform it into a powerful/dominant
empire over all other states.

2.2.5. Russian Nationalism under Gorbachev

American political scientist John B. Dunlop pieced together the
categories of Russian nationalism during Gorbachev's presidency. Several
names are used to characterise the component of the Russian nationalism
classification. His thoughts are grouped into two categories:

1. The first category is about supporting the idea of rebuilding the
empire.

2. The image of a new Russian state that is independent of other
nationalities and territories that formerly formed the empire.

Political scientist John Dunlop classified Russian nationalism into three
categories in a 1988 study: Liberal Nationalists, Centrists, and the National
Right/National Bolsheviks.?4

237 Enders Wimbush, “The Russian Nationalist Backlash”, in Survey, Vol.24, No.3, 1979, pp.44-45.

238 |bidem, p. 44.

239 Hal Draper, “The Neo-Stalinist Type. Notes on a New Political Ideology”, New International,
Vol . X1V, No.T, 1948, https://www.marxists.org/history/etol/newspape/ni/
issue3.htm#ni48_01 accessed in 02.01.2024.

240 John Dunlop, “The Contemporary Russian Nationalist Spectrum” in Radio Liberty Research
Bulletin, Special Edition December 19, 1988.
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Therefore, the Liberal Nationalists had the idea of preserving Russia's
orthodoxy while supporting Gorbachev's reforms. The Centrist Nationalists
supported nationalist beliefs and were opposed to Gorbachev's liberal
reforms (fearing the influence of Western models and ideas in Russian
space), being in opposition to the communist regime. The National
Bolsheviks shared the same ideals as the second category, with the exception
that members of this category held prominent positions in the Soviet system
and supported the Marxist-Leninist philosophy as the foundation of
Imperial Russia. Dunlop saw the neo-Stalinist group from the Brezhnev era
as an alliance with the nationalist Bolsheviks rather than an independent
party of nationalists.?*!

In another analysis, Dunlop talks about Liberal Nationalists and the
conservative coalition that includes the National Bolsheviks, Conservative
Nationalists and Neo-Stalinists. The Liberal Nationalists were advocating
for: “...political democracy and a market economy; they advocate for
peaceful relations with the minority peoples of the Soviet Union and with
the West. They are distinguished from Western-style liberals, with whom
they are frequently allied, by their attachment to Russian Orthodoxy and
Russian national traditions. The liberals’ nationalists are prepared to grant
the non-Russian republics complete freedom...to secede from the Soviet
Union.”?#

The determination to keep the Soviet Union's geographical integrity
and its government's position in Moscow is the glue that holds the
conservation alliance together. The Neo-Stalinists were not Russian
nationalists, but rather conservative Marxist-Leninists and Soviet Patriots
who, like Stalin, were willing to use Russian nationalist sentiment to support
the party state.?® Both the Conservative Nationalists and the National
Bolsheviks were Russian nationalists with opposing political ideologies.
These two groups were connected by the following sentiments: “an ardent
Russophilia, a deep suspicion of the market and of the capitalist West, anti-

241 |bidem.

242 John Dunlop, “The Return of Russian Nationalism” in Journal of Democracy, Vol.1, No.3,
1990, p. 115.

243 John Dunlop, “Russian Nationalism Today: Organizations and Programs” in Nationalities
Papers, Vol.XIX, No.2, 1991, p. 150.
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Semitism, and resentment of nationalist and separatist sentiments in the
periphery.”2#

Dunlop, the same author, analyses the political processes associated
with the Russian national question using terminology such as empire-saving
and nation-building.

1. The empire savers are concerned with the conservative coalition.
2. The nation-building can be split into two parts, namely, authoritarian
and democratic.

We cannot speak of Boris Yeltsin’s government as a manifestation of
Russian nationalism; rather, he chose the second component, that of nation
building; Yeltsin’s government was more associated with the phenomena of
Westernism, which “played the Russian card” .2

The historian, Alexander Yanov, stated the fact that: “any single
definition fixed for all time of a dynamic ideological movement in Russia, be
it Russian nationalism or Russian communism, seems to me a contradiction
in terms. Any political change in the system alters the function of the
movement within the system as well as the balance of liberal and reactionary
elements within the movement.”?* Russian imperial nationalism was used
to describe the new Russian right's nationalist ideals, where imperial alludes
to nationalist ideas belonging to the empire's dominating state. Yanov
provides a definition of Russian nationalism that appears to reflect a Soviet
meaning of the term, distinguishing patriotism, chauvinism, and
nationalism (he pointed out that these terms are different in the Russian
context): “A patriot loves his country, but this does not prevent him from
loving humanity. A chauvinist loves his country but dislikes humanity,
especially if it is of Jewish origin. A nationalist loves his country but sees
humanity as an invading force ready to conquer it with the Jews in the

vanguard.”¥

244 |bidem, p. 118.

245 John Dunlop, The Rise of Russia and the Fall of the Soviet Empire, New Jersey: Princeton
University Press, 1993, pp.54-59.

246 Alexander Yanov, “Russian Nationalism as the Ideology of Counterreform” in Research
Bulletin, 19 December 1988, pp.43-52.

247 |bidem, p. 49.
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Of course, we could argue that Russian nationalism is a much bigger
phenomenon that presents itself in a variety of ways, not only the ones
described above. The classifications provided by Yanov above are essentially
values that indicate nationalist behaviour. Patriotism is a positive
phenomenon, while nationalism is negative, and Chauvinism is atrocious.
Many terms were referring to Russian nationalism from the Gorbachev
period. Roman Szporluk thought that the Russians, since then, have faced

what I mentioned above: empire-savers and nation-builders.

On the one hand, according to Szporluk, the first category was about
the renewal of the empire. The empire-savers perceived the Soviet Union
on the other hand as the most important sovereign space of the Russian
country and the Nation-builders portrayed those who saw Russia “as
something very different from the USSR as a geographical, historical, and
cultural entity that does not encompass what they recognize to be non-
Russian lands and nations, even if these are part of the USSR. The
geographical extent of Russia is not identical for all nation builders [...]
What unifies them is a national position and the political goal of
establishing a Russia that is a nation-state.”?4

As a result, we can refer to empire-savers as imperialists. Those who
formed the group of empire-savers were: “the military and the police, the
state and party bureaucracies, members of other structures and apparatuses,

248 |bidem, p. 17.
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such as the foreign ministry or cultural officials engaged in foreign
relations.”?* The empire-savers included Marxist-Leninists as well as right-
wing extremists who supported the Soviet Union, and all decisions were
made in Moscow. The nation-builders incorporated the Russians who
wanted to see themselves as a subset of a state's autonomous nation. They
are divided into three categories: “first, there are those Russians who reject
communism and Sovietism and who look for an alternative in a nationalism
rooted in culture, especially in religion. The second model of Russia
proposes a democratic, liberal, Western-style modern nation-state. A third
model is advanced by those who are critical of the imperial structure of the
Soviet Union and expect a change for the better if the RSFSR were to become
a full-fledged republic. They seem to believe that the national needs of Russia
might be addressed and met if the RSFSR acquired an identity that was
separate from the USSR and its government, party, and other
organisations.”??

It should be noted that Szporluk's analyses cover the full Russian
political agenda, which includes Soviet nationalists who wished to preserve
the Soviet Union as a unitary base for the Russian people and liberals who
wished to establish a democratic country while putting the Russian
nationalism phenomenon on the back burner.

Yitzhak Brudny's 1985-1988 study of Russian nationalism highlighted
three stages of development:

1. Bringing Russian nationalists together to support the diversion project.
2. The Liberal Nationalists who agreed with Gorbachev’s reform projects.
3. The opposition represented by neo-Slavophiles and neo-Stalinists.

The Liberal Nationalists advocated for a modern country/society, the
neo-Stalinists fought for the revival of Stalin's regime, the neo-Slavophiles
fought for anti-urban/anti-intellectual aspects of society and did not

appreciate the Western development model, and the conservative Russian

249 Hélene Carrére d'Encausse, The End of the Soviet Empire: The Triumph of the Nations, Basic
Books, New York, 1993, p. [26.
250 Alexander Yanov, op.cit., p. 21.
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nationalists supported liberal nationalist ideals but expressed xenophobic

sentiments towards the West.

Helene Carrere d’Encausse spoke about three categories of Russian

nationalism?:
1. Liberal Nationalism
2. Radical Nationalism (left-wing and right-wing extremism)
3. Conservative Nationalism

In her view, the Liberal Nationalism wanted to protect the Russian
culture and national heritage, but what differentiates them from the other
types is that they were attempting to avoid leading nationalism to
xenophobia. Liberal Nationalism is based on the ideas of authors such as
Berdyaev, Bulgakov and Franck. The Radical Nationalists (the right-wing)
were National Bolsheviks who rejected Marxist-Leninist doctrine, but for the
left-wing, nationalism was less significant than Soviet modernisation
philosophy. The principles of conservative nationalism were to resurrect
Russia's history. For them, the Marxist-Leninist theory was comparable to a
Western philosophy, and they saw these Western ideas (imported foreign
concepts) as distorting Russia.

Russian writer, Andrei Sinavsky is similar to Yanov, Synavsky made a
parallel between the concepts Russian Patriotism and Russian Nationalism:
“Russian patriotism is ready to attach itself to anything as long as the
Motherland is implied by that thing or shines through it [...] Russian
patriotism is by no means always reduced to nationalism, although, equally,
nationalism quite often gives rise to it and feeds on it...patriotism binds
Russians into a kind of family, like family relations these are far from ideal
and are accompanied by bitter feuds and strife not characteristic to such a
degree of other peoples inspired by nationalism or patriotism.”?52 According
to the author, when we speak about national identity/national consciousness,

we are referring to the symptoms of nationalism.

251 Hélene Carrere d’Encausse, op.cit., pp.180-185.
252 Andrei Synavsky, “Russian Nationalism” in Radio Liberty Research Bulletin, New York, 1993,
pp.180-185.
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Nicolai Petro depicted three elements of groups with nationalist
leanings?:
1. Leftist-Radicals
2. Conservatives
3. Christian Democrats

Independent government and economic institutions in various regions
within Russia would strengthen their political and economic autonomy.?** In
Petro's vision, the conservatives “advocate a five-point agenda consisting of
moral revival; scepticism of Western intellectual imports, especially
Marxism-Leninism; fear of market competition and opposition to windfall
profits; return of peasants’ land; and a sense of honouring military service.
Unlike the left-radicals and Christian Democrats, however, the conservatives
rely on the Communist Party to reform itself.”2

The second group, the leftist radicals, include persons who hold anti-
Stalinist sentiments and support the democratic process. The Christian
Democrats militated for the separation of the church from the state and
governance, which tended to return in the twentieth century, when the
intelligentsia abandoned Marxist Leninist theory in favour of a religious
orientation.

The last author I chose in this part is Victor Zaslavsky, who talks about
the imperialist and national-separatist phenomenon: “Recent years have
witnessed a deepening polarisation of the [Russian] nationalist ideologists
into imperial and national-separatist camps. Imperialist nationalism has
been losing ground, and many ideologues of the imperialist persuasion have
promptly changed their allegiance. The turn from imperialist nationalism to
separatism has been promoted by changes in Russian mass consciousness on

the one hand and by the growing influence of liberal nationalists and the

253 Timothy Michael Spence, The development of Russian nationalism under Gorbachev (1985-
1991), Doctoral Thesis, University of London: School of Slavonic and East European
Studies, p. 48.

254 |bidem, p. 47.

255 Stephen E. Deane, “Russian Nationalism as a Political Force” in Meeting Report, Kenan
Institute for Advanced Russian Studies, Vol.VII, No.13.
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dissemination of nationalist ideas among the Russian liberal-democratic
intelligentsia on the other.”%

Zaslavsky discussed how, during the Perestroika period, there was an
inclination to isolationism and separatism, which grew stronger at the end
of Gorbachev's presidency. The Solzhenitsyn’s pamphlet Kax wnam
ooycmpoumv Poccuto? (How to rebuild Russia?) talks about “isolationism and
separatism were emerging as the one platform unifying all the major strands
of Russian nationalism?”2”

Although isolationism and separatism were clear occurrences among
parties defending the image of the Russian Empire's founding, I disagree
with the notion that isolationism and separatism connect the major strands
of Russian nationalism. The Gorbachev classification of nationalism
provided a series of principles that demonstrated the distinction between
empire-savers and nation-builders (nation-building), Westernizers and anti-
Westernizers, pro-Marxism Leninism, and anti-Marxism Leninism. As
previously said, the nation-builders do not always position themselves as
representatives of Russian nationalism; they want to create. During
Brezhnev's administration, some Soviet nationalists believed in the notion of
the new community. The creators of the country also agreed that non-
Russian states would declare their independence from the Russian state;
they worried that if the union were dissolved, there would be order in a civil
society located on Russian territory. Brundy’s radical Slavophiles, Carrere
d’Encausse’s conservatives and Synavsky’s fascists and Laquer’s right-wing
extremists are oriented towards Russian exclusivity. And what emerges from
this description of Russian nationalism is that the anti-Western attitude was
always present, most of the time, and all this feeling enhanced the desire to
reconstruct the Russian empire (a unified state). The unitary state came first
in the ideals of Russian imperial nationalism. Unlike these nationalities that
supported the restoration of the empire, there was a minority percentage of
people who believed that the union with non-Russian states harmed Russia’s
uniqueness.

256 Victor Zaslavsky, “The evolution of separatism in Soviet society under Gorbachev” in
G.W.Lapidus, V.Zaslavsky &p. Goldman (eds.), From Union to Commonwealth: Nationalism
& Separatism in the Soviet Republics, CUP, 1992, pp.82-83.

257 |bidem, p. 86.
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The concept of the Russian nation is critical in forming an
understanding of the many forms of Russian nationalism. During the
Gorbachev regime, most far-right parties embraced the notion of rebuilding
the Soviet Union or Imperial Russia. This included Ilamars (People’s
National-Patriotic Orthodox Christian Movement), RNE, Oreuectso
(Fatherland), Eauncrso (Unity supported Leninist-Communist ideals), the
Liberal Democratic Party (LDPR) and many others. These movements
represented a wide spectrum of political and social orientations, including
Marxism-Leninism, Orthodoxy, and, of course, Zhirinovsky’s Russian
authoritarian regime. Although these movements were inspired by various
ideologies, the most common link between all of them and, of course, those
that followed (the skinheads and Nashi movement) was the establishment of
a unitary state that included all Russians regardless of whether after the
breakup of the Soviet Union, Russians remained or not inside the country,
because of this, several alliances were born between these movements, for
example, the United Council of Russia, the Bloc of Public-Patriotic
Movements, Co-ordinating Council of the Patriotic Movements, and the
Brotherhood of Slavs (Caasuanckuii cooop). This force was divided into two
parts: those who wanted to rebuild the empire and those who wanted a new
Russian state. The Liberal Nationalists militated for a civil society and a
market economy, but they were attached to Orthodoxy, to the values and
culture of Russia. The Liberal Democrats saw Russia as a unique country and
tended to the West. Isolationist nationalists, those who rejected any
association with the first type and fought for the restoration of the empire or
the Soviet Union. They believed in the ideals of the Slavophiles (especially in
caMOOBITHOCTH, self-essence, the originality and superiority of Russia). As
can be seen, classifying Russian nationalism is challenging, with some
stating that Russian nationalism defines exact categories, but the language
of numerous concepts or types remains mostly undefined. In the following
subchapters of this chapter, I will attempt to concentrate on the concept of
the Russian nation and its goals. I will also dwell on the interpretation of
concepts: pycckuit and poccumckmii. I examined these terms in the first
section of the paper, but in the following section, I will examine them
through the speeches of Presidents Yeltsin and Putin. These Russian
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nationalist tendencies (pycckmii and poccunckmii) also reflect specific
links/alliances between far-right groups, which I will examine in this paper.

2.3. The post-Soviet Russia (the end of 20" century)

The breakup of the Soviet Union remained a “formative experience”?*
for Russia's nationalist rhetoric. The post-Soviet Russia was a new place
where Russians had to deal with a few problems regarding the nation-
state/nation-building. According to Marlene Laruelle, many Russians
expected a change, but they did not want or expect the Soviet state to
dissolve.® Around this breakdown, a political identity crisis arose. The
years that followed were accompanied by several problems:

e deterioration of the economy

¢ increased crimes

¢ the constitutional conflict between the President and the Parliament
peaked in the autumn of 1993 (when army tanks shelled the Russian

White House in Moscow).

Considering all the challenges associated with the democratic process,
one can see Russia’s decline, which had previously presented itself as a great
power. Sergey Oushakine has described the fact that how the feeling of loss
translates into ideas of national belonging, which did not emerge from
events in one’s private life, but the shared experience of losing a
Motherland.?® The same author talks about the “patriotism of despair in the
1990s has provided the main support base for Russia’s new, assertive
national identity in the 2000s.2! The turbulent 1990s, in contrast to the stable
2000s, have remained a commonplace in public discourse.?

258 VVeera Laine, Nationalism as an Argument in Contemporary Russia. Four Perspectives on
Language in action, Helsinki: The Finnish Society of Science and Letters, 2021, p. 77.
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260 Sergey A. Oushakine, Patriotism of Despair. Nation, War, and Loss in Russia, London:
Cornell University Press, 2009, p. 7.

261 |bidem, p. 7.

262 Olga Malinova, “Faming the Collective Memory of the 1990s as a Legitimation Tool for
Putin's Regime”, Problems of Post-Communism, 2020, https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/
full/10.1080/10758216.2020.1752732 accessed in 08.01.2024.
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The government led by Boris Yeltsin adopted the image of a civic
nation, frequently using the term poccusane (the term refers to the Russian
people as a historical and socio-political community. A community of
citizens of the Russian Federation belonging to different ethnic, religious,
social, or other groups, which was consolidated based on the Russian
historical statehood.) The term poccusane has a very complex ethnic and
religious composition. It comprises more than 190 ethnic communities,
including Orthodox Russians, and other religions such as Judaism and Islam.
Regarding the community, the term multinational people is used (shown in
the Russian Constitution as well).?®> The phrase dates to the nineteenth
century, specifically the Slavophile period, but it was revived in the political
language of the 1990s. It was most used in President Yeltsin’s speeches to
counteract xenophobic attitudes and stereotypes.?* The Scientific Council of
the Russian Academy of Sciences offers the following definition of the term
poccusne: “the Russian nation is a civil and political community,
consolidated based on historical Russian statehood, whose members have
equal rights regardless of ethnic, racial, and religious affiliation, common
historical and cultural values. The multinational purpose of the Russian
Federation is a community of citizens united by common interests, historical
and cultural values, and aware of their belonging to the community of the
Russian nation.”2¢% In the mid-1990s, it was clear that nations were not

263 Poccusine/Pocuiickminn-Hapoa-cTtopuyeckass M coumasibHO-MOUTMYECKasi OBLLHOCTD,
NOSIUTOHUM, MOJIUTMYECKAs, WM TPaXKAaHcKas Hauus, COO6LEeCTBO rpaxnaaH
Poccuiickon depepaumn pasnnyHOM 3THUYECKON, PENUTMO3HON, COLMANbHON U NHOWM
NPWHaANEXHOCTK, KOTOpas KOHCONMAMpPOBanach Ha OCHOBE UCTOPUYECKON POCCUNCKOMN
rocyaapcteeHHoCcTH. VMeT KOMMIEKCHbIN STHUYECKUIA UM PennrmosHblii CocTas.
BkntoyatoT 60nee 190 3THUYECKUX OBLLHOCTEN, U3 HUX OGOJbLUMHCTBO COCTaBAAKOT
pyccKkue; 60/bLUMHCTBO POCCUAH BNafetoT PYCCKUM $i3bIKOM; GOMbLUMHCTBO CUYMUTAlOT
cebsi MpaBOCNaBHbIMU; pacnpoCTpaHeHbl TakKXe ucnam, 6yaanam, uygansm u apyrve
penurum B oTHOLEHUWN OBLLHOCTU UCMONb3YEeTCA TEPMUH «MHOTOHALMOHASbHbIA Hapoa»
(B yacTHOCTH, B KoHCTUTYLMKM Poccuun). B.A. TuwwkoB, «<PoccusiHe», Bonbluas poccuitckas
3HUumKnoneaus, 2015, c.685-686.

264 NaHuun TepelleHKo, «CHOBa NOXHble ApYy3bsa NEPEBOAYMKA UM POCCUAHE U PYCCKUEY,
https://web.archive.org/web/20160811171326/http://www.tereschenko.info/rossiyane-
i-russkie/ accessed in 08.01.2024.

265 Poccuiickast Hauuss — rpaXKAaHCKOo-NonnTnyeckas o6LHOCTb, KOHCONMMAMPOBaHHas Ha
OCHOBE MCTOPUYECKON POCCUMACKOW rocyAapCTBEHHOCTW, YNieHbl KOTOpOW o6nagaroT
paBHbIMM MNpaBaMW HE3aBUCUMO OT OSTHUYECKOW, PacoBOM U  PEIUrMO3HOM
NPUHAZNEXHOCTH,  OOWMUMM  UCTOPUKO-KYNIbTYPHbIMM  LIEHHOCTSIMW,  YyBCTBOM
NPUHAZNEXHOCTM K eAUHOMY  Hapody, [FpaXKAaHCKOW OTBETCTBEHHOCTbIO U
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pleased with the usage of this term, which somehow led to a unitary state
including all these states, because, before the dissolution of the empire/
Soviet Union coexisted more than one hundred and twenty nationalities
lived nearby, often geographically inseparable from one another.2¢

After the dissolution, facing the rise of nationalism and xenophobic
attitudes, the road to autonomy and the request for national separatism in
post-Soviet Russia were alarming processes, because both phenomena
(nationalism and xenophobic sentiments) led to violent conflicts. The rise of
nationalism in former Soviet Russia is the result of the conditions of the
democratization process and the transition from socialism.” In the
following, I shall undertake an analysis of the phrases that arose shortly after
the disintegration of the Soviet Union, namely, Russian and non-Russian
nationalism under Yeltsin.

As I mentioned before, after the breakup of the Soviet Union, in
December 1991, the non-Russian citizens acknowledged the destruction of
the two states, the Soviet Union and Russia. They wanted this segment of the
non-Russian population to break away from the empire that bound them
together. The empire quickly colonised many states following the 1917
October Revolution. For example: the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
was founded in 1922 the brief independence that some of them had enjoyed
after the October revolution ended and there was no doubt in their minds
that the impetus for the formation of the USSR came from Russia (the
independence of the Baltic states lasted until their annexation by the Soviet
Union on the eve of the Great Patriotic War. Bessarabia was a Romanian
territory in 1918, while Western Ukraine and the western region of Belarus
were handed to the Polish state in 1920 before being taken over by the USSR
during the Yalta Conference at the end of World War II.

conupapHocTbio. MHOroHauuoHanbHbI Hapog Poccuiickon ®epepaumm — 06WHOCTb
rpaxxgaH Poccuitickon depepaumy pasnnyHbIX HaUWOHANbHOCTEN, O6beAMHEHHbIX
rocygapCtBeHHbIM eAUHCTBOM, 06U.I,I/IMI/I MHTEpecaMn N UCTOPUKO-KYJIbTYPHbIMU
LEHHOCTAMM W OCO3HAMLWMX CBOK MPUHAAIEXHOCTb K OBLLIHOCTM POCCUMIACKON HaLuu.
PomaH Kpeuyn, «Poccuiickor Haumu panu onpegeneHue», https://iz.ru/news/687767
accessed in 08.01.2024.

266 Margot Light, “Nationalism and identity in the former Soviet Union” in METU Studies in
Development, vol.27, No.3, London: Department of International Relations, 2000,
pp.301-319.

267 |bidem, p. 306.
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For the non-Russians, the Soviet power was no different from Russian
power. It is worth mentioning that the most important functions in the Soviet
government were occupied by the Russians and the Slavs. Many Russians
living in the other republics were skilled workers or civil servants. The
Russian language was also an important component in the life of the Soviet
Union. Everyone, regardless of their position, had to know Russian. The
dominant power came from the Russians, not from non-Russians. The non-
Russian people accused the Russians of being considered inferior, but the
Russians did not consider themselves guilty of these accusations. As a result,
immediately following the August 1991 coup, supposedly non-Russian
states announced their separation and independence from the dominance of
the USSR and Russia.

Russian and non-Russian nationalism, developed under Yeltsin,
continued to interact with each other. Researchers feel that non-Russian
nationalism was exacerbated by Russian nationalism. This issue of Russia’s
identity is viewed as a solution to the problem of non-Russian nationalism.

The constitutional arrangements had rather negative consequences.
The governments of the independent states were made up of members who
belonged to the dominated state. They wanted to create a unitary state by
abolishing the nominally autonomous status of areas within their borders.?¢¢
For example, the fall of the Soviet Union coincided with the dissolution of
the North and South Caucasus. In the north, Ossetia (which was part of the
Russian Federation) opposed neighbouring Ingushetia, which desired
control of the Vladikavkaz suburbs. Ingushetia severed ties with Chechnya,
which sought independence from Russia. In the south, Armenians and
Azeris fought for control of the Nagorno-Karabakh territory.?® Briefly, these
areas desired to be part of two different countries: the Russian Federation for
Abkhazians and South Ossetians, and Armenia for Nagorno-Karabakh. In
the instance of Chechnya, which has declared independence, an attempt to
restrict non-Russian nationalism is met with a very deadly struggle. Even
though the conflict was over, no acceptable solution for Chechnya's political

268 Thomas de Waal and Nikolaus von Twickel, Beyond Frozen Conflict. Scenarios for the
Separatist Disputes of Eastern Europe, London: Rowman & Littlefield, 2020, p. 20.

269 Hélene Carrere d’Encausse, U.R S.S. a murit, trdiascd Rusia! Bucuresti: Artemis, 2010,
p. 174.
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status was discovered. The Russian reason for this invasion was to maintain
the integrity of the Russian Federation. And the hostilities in the North
Caucasus lasted until a resolution was reached.

Non-Russian nationalism fuelled the power struggle that led to the
Soviet Union's disintegration. The primary cause of this breakdown is
nationalism, which developed in Russia, because non-Russians saw Russia
as the dominant force, and the country of the union had a lot higher influence
in this process than the other smaller republics that did not see Russia as a
dominant power.

Boris Yeltsin exploited the content of this classification of Russian
nationalism in his campaign against Soviet authorities and, of course,
Gorbachev. It is unclear whether Yeltsin was a devout nationalist, but given
that Russian nationalism had become extremely popular among the
movements by 1990, he saw it as a tool to help him in the election campaign.
For example, he employed this broad spectrum of Russian nationalism to
ensure Russia’s exclusive control over natural resources and industry on
Russian soil. He also stated that Russia will not give up territory such as
Kaliningrad or the Kurile Islands. Yeltsin's words, which had a strong
nationalist tone, created the initial doubts among non-Russians about the
idea that the new Russian government would not easily give up specific
lands that comprised the old empire. For example, the Ukrainian
government's declaration of independence and sovereignty (after the August
1991 coup) prompted a delayed response from Russia to back these non-
Russian separatist aspirations. The Russian administration thought it
unfathomable (still available) that Ukraine and Russia would be separated
after 300 years of unity because Ukraine declared independence. The Yeltsin
administration responded by stating that Russia would withdraw its borders
from the republics that declared their independence from Russia, but that
the vast majority of Russians who remained outside Russia's borders desired
to incorporate the populated territories. These assertions were met with fear
and reluctance in republics with large ethnic Russian populations, including
Estonia, Ukraine, and Kazakhstan, because they saw President Yeltsin's
declarations as forces leading to the empire's rebirth. After the Soviet Union
broke up in December 1991, the Russians found it repugnant that the 25
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million Russians residing outside the Russian Federation had become
national minorities because of the separation.?”” Despite their rejection of the
central Soviet authority, most Yeltsin-era movements found it difficult to
imagine Russia without considering the empire. Most of this was attributable
to their perception of national identity. For Russians, national identity,
Russia's identity, and the concept of a national state were all inextricably
linked to the image of the Russian Empire. According to Russians, the
Russian Empire and the Russian state grew together, and there was never a
Russian national state. The first constitutional prime minister of the Russian
Empire, Sergey Witte, said that “ever since the time of Peter the Great and
Catherine the Great, there has been no such thing as Russia; only a Russian
Empire.”?”" In his image of the core Russian state, Witte included tiny
Russians (Ukrainians) and white Russians (Byelorussians), as do many other
Russians. For Witte, Russia consisted of all the Slavs in the country, while the
Empire comprised the non-Slav areas which had been colonised by Russia.?”?

Historically, most Russians consider Russia's identity as being
inextricably linked to the Empire and the USSR. According to surveys
conducted by the Levada centre, 1600 people were interviewed, especially
young people and people who have experienced living in the USSR on regret
about the loss of empire and the status of great power, the percentage of
Russians from 2014-2017 who regret the collapse of the Soviet Union
fluctuates around the level of 54-58%27

Nationalist extremists claim that it is difficult for them to accept the
loss of some regions that were part of Russia during the Soviet era. As a
result, by the late 1990s, the new Russians were looking for a new identity,
as well as a new role for Russia. In the 1990s, Yeltsin directed his advisers to
develop a new concept for the Russian state. At his first inauguration as
president of the Russian Federation in June 1991, Yeltsin addressed the
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country's inhabitants and committed to preserving their rights. Yeltsin
replaced the Soviet Union with the Russian Federation. Yeltsin used the term
"people" without providing any additional information during his second
inauguration in 1996. Several Russian leaders have avoided describing
Russia's population on a national scale.?”* In official speeches, the Russians
were rarely called the Russian people. The logical conclusion would be that
the term “Russian nation”, or “people”, was avoided because it was intended
to adhere to traditional liberal values of freedom, equality, and individual
rights. Valeri Tishkov, director of the Institute of Ethnology and
Anthropology of the Academy of Soviet Sciences and then Russian Sciences,
was most disappointed with the decommissioning of the word nation. He
spearheaded the push to popularise the concept of a Russian civic nation.
Civic nationalism can be traced back to Yeltsin's presidency. It is also Tishkov
who introduced the terms of pocumckas and pycckas,?> which we will
discuss in the following.

There were numerous disagreements between the two Russian and
non-Russian groups, one of which was that the Russians accused non-
Russians of being ungrateful to them for the benefits they received before the
fall of the Soviet Union. Non-Russians had some difficulty adapting to
Russia's new identity and role. Here we can discuss the word “near abroad”.
The Russian Federation uses the phrase "near abroad" to refer to the 14 Soviet
successor states other than Russia. During the Yeltsin era, Russia had to deal
with the fall of Communism, the transition to a market economy, the end of
the Cold War, and the loss of superpower status. This resulted in a national
identity crisis, which prompted significant revisions in Russian foreign
policy towards what it calls the near abroad (some leaders continue to call
the fourteen other former republics of the Soviet Union, the near abroad).?”®

This demonstrates the importance of Russian nationalism in this
process, especially for the extremist nationalists. Another key part of Russian
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identity is related to the geopolitical challenge caused by the collapse of the
Empire. Many scholars wonder if Russia is still a European power or if it has
evolved into an Asian or Eurasian one. From a geographical point of view, it
is further from Europe now than it has been for 300 years. A band of
independent countries, most of which are turning their backs on Russia and
facing, or embracing, Europe, separates it from Europe.?” According to
Slavophiles, Russia's Eurasian identity provides it with a distinct role and a
special mission. Nationalist extremists claim that Russia is neither Western
nor Eastern; it can choose a singular Eurasian third continent to give it a path
of political and economic development.?””® Boris Yeltsin exploited non-
Russian nationalism to suppress the Supreme Soviet of Russia in the same
way as he did the Central Soviet of Russia during his battle with the first
Russian parliament. During this process, Yeltsin granted authority to the
Soviet Union's constituent national republics. Non-Russian administrative
areas, some of which are significantly wealthier than national administrative
regions, have responded to this dynamic by delegating more power. When
the Russian state's opposition began to wane, Yeltsin attempted to bolster
federal power by proposing a new constitution that would uphold the status
of all federal divisions while centralising the state. The constitution was
adopted, but the drive for decentralisation and a looser state structure could
not be halted. The federal government has had to sign separate agreements
with each unit within the federation, ceding variable amounts of autonomy
and control over local economic resources to regional governments.?””
Extremist parties’ victory peaked in December 1993’s legislative
elections, and the political spectre adopted certain more rationalistic
positions. Furthermore, the union of radical and communist nationalists
(known as the red-brown coalition) persisted among Russian reformers and
their international backers. Russian nationalism instils more dread outside
of Russia than non-Russian nationalism. The violent battles that preceded
the Soviet Union's breakup were driven by Russian nationalism, not non-
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Russian nationalism. To some extent, these conflicts contribute to Russian
political destabilisation and are viewed as a justification for Russia to
intervene in other republics’ territory. For example, in Crimea, Russian
nationalism fuels violence between Russians and Ukrainians.

As previously stated, the analysis of Russian nationalism versus non-
Russian nationalism is a unique phenomenon in post-Soviet Russia. During
the Yeltsin era, Russian nationalism had a considerable impact on Russian-
Western ties. The Yeltsin government urged Western governments to
recognise Russia's right to maintain peace in the former Soviet Union. In
essence, Russia has agreed to keep the peace since it is in everyone's best
interests to prevent problems from spreading further. Non-Russians,
however, saw Russia's peacekeeping efforts as an attempt to recreate the
empire. In reaction to this peacekeeping operation, non-Russians have
issued an international call for a security guarantee against Russian
expansionism. All of this highlights the dangers of Russian nationalism. The
process of democratisation, soon following the disintegration, is one of the
most difficult issues of the twenty-first century.

My original definition of non-Russian nationalism incorporates the
political concept of state independence and sovereignty, as well as the
suppression of imperialist desires. I will relate what I said in this section,
following my tendencies.

Non-Russian nationalism is the ideology of the states not characteristic
of Russia and of the Russian people that, after the breakup of the Soviet
Union, followed the path of independence, sovereignty, and the desire to
grow independent economically. At the same time, they could not adjust to
the new Russian identity.

2.3.1. Extremist nationalism

The transition from the USSR to post-Soviet Russia undoubtedly
brought poverty, pain, and a shared sense of loss. Unchecked inflation and
food shortages caused most Russians to feel that the country was descending
into chaos and anarchy.?® Russian birth rates were declining due to these

280 Eugene M. Avrutin, Racism in Modern Russia. From The Romanovs to Putin, London:
Bloomsbury Academic, 2022, p. 85.
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transition effects, and increased birth rates and migration (migrantophobia)
were higher among those in the group of dark-skinned people. Social
scientists charted the discrepancy in the birth rates among ageing Slavs in
the heartland and young people from the Caucasus and Central Asia, the
poorest of the Soviet Republics.?®! I believe that these features have only
provided fuel for the fires for the movements and parties that sought to
establish the empire.

In Russia, extremist nationalism is commonly associated with extreme
right and far left political parties and movements. It is frequently associated
with fascism, but the vocabulary does not fully suit the term fascist or the
forms of fascism; it is more debauched and associated with chauvinism?s2,
Furthermore, extremist movements differ throughout a broad spectrum. For
example, some parties view nationalism as a tool of the state (such as the
National Bolshevik Party, headed by Eduard Limonov), whereas others
(such as Russian National Unity, led by Barkashov) advocate using various
techniques against Russia's so-called opponents or enemies.?

As previously stated in this chapter, the first extremist movements
were the Black Hundred from Imperial Russia, the Fascist Organisations,
and the Russian Fascist Party.

In 1997, the Moscow Anti-Fascist Centre estimated that 40 nationalist
extremist groups were operating in Russia.?®* The same centre reported 35
radical newspapers, the greatest among which was 3asrpa. Even though the
government has declared a recession, a far-right extremist organisation has
emerged in Russia.?®> Pamyat was the movement that provided the
foundation for this radical nationalism. While this movement has moved
away from politics, it has spawned new movements. There were four
primary groups of political movements in the 1990s:
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1. The National Republican Party of Russia, NRPR (HamuonaasHO-
pecniyoaukanckast naptust Poccn, HPIIP) — they continued to work
until 1998. They were motivated by Solzhenitsyn's views; they desired
the establishment of a state comprised of Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, and
northern Kazakhstan, as well as the revival of Russian culture through
migration and globalisation.

2. The People’s National Party PNP (HapoaHas HalnoHaAbHas apTUs;
HHIT) - founded in 1994 by the film director Aleksandr Ivanov-
Sukharevskii and the poet Aleksei Shiropaev. The party was
influenced by Italian fascism. The defenders of the Russian Orthodox
Church declared themselves. Their worldview was founded on the
concept of Russism, which combined populism, xenophobia, and anti-
Semitic mysticism. It influenced the radical scene through newspapers
such as ‘I Pyckuii (I am Russian), Hacaedue npedxos (The Heritage of
Ancestors), and Ipa Pocuii (the Era of Russia). They also promoted with
the aid of these newspapers’ interethnic hatred, and the party was
banned in 1999.

3. The Russian National Union (Pycckuit Hanmonaasumit Coios) was
founded in 1993 by Aleksei Vdovin and Konstantin Kasimovskii and
combines references to the monarchy, the Black Hundreds, and
Orthodoxy, but also appeals to a non-Marxist kind of socialism and the
restoration of a pagan order.?

They had their own party-specific periodical, named IItypmosux (The
Storm Trooper), which had a neo-Nazi reference?”. The party was
banned in 1997.

Russian National Unity RNU (Bcepoccuiickoe ob1ectseHHOe
IaTpuOTHYecKoe ABVDKeHNe Pycckoe HalmMoHaabHOe eAMHCTBO) —
headed by Aleksandr Barkashov. The RNE presented itself not just as
a political party, but also as a popular movement prepared to defend
Russian interests against enemy forces, and during the October 1993
standoff between Yeltsin and the parliament, the RNE patrolled
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around the White House on behalf of the dissident parliamentarians
and controlled access to the Supreme Soviet buildings.?®® This party
adopted Nazi emblems such as the swastika, Nazi salute, the slogan
"One nation, one people, one state," black uniforms for party members,
and many other characteristics of the Nazi party NSDAP¥.
Throughout its history, this party has established its version of Russia's
ethnic worldview. The primary goal of this party was to prevent the
spread of non-Russian and non-Russian nationalism, defending
themselves by the fact that they live outside of Russia, and, of course,
beginning the famous slogan Russia for Russians. They especially
targeted the Jewish people (promoting antisemitism), South Caucasian
migrants, including Azeris, Georgians, and Armenians, as well as
Central Asian nations like Kazakhs, Uzbeks, Tajiks, and others. Their
vision of Russia is divided into two groups: privileged ethnic Russians,
who would be assured majority political participation, and non-
Russians who live in Russia and consider it their national homeland,
including indigenous populations from the Russian Far East, North,
Turkic, and some other minorities.?®® Between 1993 and 1997, this party
was the largest and most extreme in Russia, with 15,000 active
members and 50,000 to 100,000 supporters, approximately 10 per cent
of the population.?”! This party, or, given the number of its members
and supporters, I would call it a movement, had 350 regional
organisations, 100 of which were formally registered, making it
Russia's fourth largest organisation after the previous ones. We chose
these four Yeltsin-era parties because they all stem from the Pamyat
group, which existed during the Gorbachev era and is now the largest
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party in post-Soviet Russia. One example of an organisation that
emerged from this huge party was the National Bolshevik Party
(Hamonaa-6oapmiesucrckass maptus, NBP) headed by Eduard
Limonov. First, the organisation was called the National Radical Party,
then the Revolutionary Opposition, and later the National Bolshevik
Party. Similar to RNE, the National Bolshevik Party connected with the
events of October 1993: although the conservative putsch against
Mikhail Gorbachev in 1991 sparked resistance among countercultural
milieus, the 1993 conflict drew these counterculture groups out into
the streets, this time in opposition to Boris Yeltsin.?? This organisation
quickly adopted a distinct style of political expression and a culture of
violent protests, which influenced the younger generation, including
skinheads and the Nashi who followed them. As I mentioned at the
beginning of this chapter, these nationalistic and xenophobic attitudes
were passed down from generation to generation.

2.3.2. The Aryan Myth

With the demise of the Soviet Union, the Aryan myth began to emerge
in the Russian public sphere. Various collections of writings by supporters
of the Aryan notion began to emerge, among the most important works are:
Tatiror pyccxoti semau (The mysteries of Russian land) and [TodAutnas ucmopus
pycckozo Hapooda (True history of the Russian people). These two volumes, as well
as many others disputing the Aryan idea, may be found on the shelves of
Russian libraries, Russian Orthodox Churches, and municipal and university
libraries, with tens of thousands of copies distributed.?® Extremist
nationalists who created the Aryan concept were frequently staff of key
institutions that arose during Yeltsin's presidency in the 1990s. In these
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writings, the Slavs are described as the first civilised people of the human
race, having existed for thousands of years. Extremist nationalists claim that
the Slavs taught the ancient Greeks to philosophise, the Indians to cultivate
the soil, the Europeans to write, and the Semites to believe in a single god,
among other things. Considering the characteristics of Russian nationalism
discussed in this chapter, radicals defend themselves by utilising the Aryan
concept to highlight the claim to the territory of post-Soviet Russia, which
they regard as the cradle of the Slavic-Aryans. Russia's past as a major power
is idealised, allowing it to show its forefathers as great, victorious
individuals. According to the ideas developed by radical nationalists, the
Russian people possess heroic Aryan power. At the same time, they believe
that returning to the ancestors' faith and Slavophile principles can help to
overcome economic challenges and lead post-Soviet Russia out of its crisis.
During this period, the slogans from the Conservative Revolution of 1920
came back into use (Russia for Russians), and the extremists who identify as
Aryans are striving for the white race's supremacy, resulting in ethnic
conflicts (violence against migrants and other non-Russians). In terms of
Slavic Native Faith (poanosepue), Russians are regarded as having
historical, cultural, and racial superiority over other peoples. This ideology
emphasises Russian messianism, with the Russian people regarded as the
only power capable of battling global evil while still dominating the world.?**
The Aryan myth emphasises Russia's duty to establish the Fourth Reich*?
that will serve as a continuation of the Third Reich. The Aryan myth rejects
any territorial disputes since the Russian people are thought to be completely
indigenous throughout Eurasia. Extremists reject the ethno-national state
paradigm, which is related to separatism in certain Russian regions. It
sparked the division of Russia into multiple Russian national states devoid
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of ethnic minorities. In this regard, extremists believed that the new state's
social cohesion should be based on a single “native faith”.?¢ In the late 1990s
and early 2000s, a movement emerged that accepted this Aryan concept,
which mixed Stalinism with Hitlerism, known as The Internal Predictor of
the USSR. In the collections of materials developed by this movement, it was
emphasised that the Kremlin government would safeguard the country from
any Western influence and build a state akin to that of the Tsar. The text
circulated among several Duma and Federation Council political factions in
1996, and Putin allegedly accessed it while he was the head of the Federal
Security Service (FSB).2%

The Predictor movement spawned the People's Movement for
Theocracy (Hapoanoe apmxenme k Oorogepxkasuio), led by General
Konstantin Petrov. The Predictor Movement won the 2003 legislative
elections with 1.3% of the vote. Its primary influence was not in electoral
politics, but in lobbying state organisations; some of its members served as
specialists at the Duma Committee for Security and co-wrote reports for the
Federation Council %

As I stated in the first chapter, in which I hypothetically presented this
myth, hardline nationalists did not add anything new to the Aryan idea;
instead, they just repainted and translated pre-existing information
regarding the supremacy of the white race. They believed that the white and
Slavic worlds placed Russia at the heart of all civilisations. This Aryan myth
serves only as the foundation for far-right beliefs. The Pamyat movement
brought together personalities close to the idea of neopaganism, for example,
the antisemitic supporters Emelianov and Skurlatov. They later released an
anti-Semitic book called Zionism and Apartheid and taught a course called The
Critique of Zionist Ideology at People's Friendship University in Moscow. Also
in 1982, Vladimir Chivilikhin wrote a novel called Memory (Pamyat), which
underlined the Pamyat movement's contention that Russians, not Germans,
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should be regarded as Aryans.?” During the Soviet rule, other instances of
neo-paganism were mentioned, for example, in 1980-1982, the Soviet
authorities furiously planned for the 600th anniversary of the Battle of
Kulikovo, which allowed many Russian nationalists to express their
thoughts while putting some of the Party's directions into practice.3® If we
believe the nationalists of the time, the victory of Russian prince Dmitri
Donskoi was only possible due to the Orthodox religion, which provided the
people and the Prince with the physical and moral strength to defeat the
Mongol invasion. Other voices from 1988 argue that paganism is the
authentic Russian national belief, for example, the author and the leader of a
neo-Slavophile group, Apollon Kuzmin, who wrote about this aspect of
neopaganism in the paper The Fall of Perun.

The movements first arose on the political stage in Russia in the 1990s,
drawing influence from all these works while also borrowing the esoteric
symbols of individuals who supported neopaganism and the Aryan myth.
For instance, the skinhead movement in Russia adopted emblems such as
KoaoBpar (swastika, a key element in neo-Nazi groups), other geometric
shapes or runic writings, which I will discuss more in the next chapter. Many
organisations in Russia did not adopt neopaganism, and it is still a minor
player in comparison to the Russian Orthodox Church, which has grown

significantly.

2.4. Contemporary Russia 21! century:
Nationalism under Putin's regime

Throughout history, Russian nationalism has impacted economic
development, political stability, and public prosperity. What is the legacy of
Russian nationalism in modern Russia? Tsarist leaders did not use Russian

nationalism to develop their ties with society. Russia has stifled nation-
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building initiatives, which are required for nationalism's political
empowerment. Nation-building takes into consideration two aspects:

1. Cultivating faith in shared origins, destiny, and a people's particular
character.

2. Develop a common sense of engagement in group issues, as well as a
shared knowledge of rights and responsibilities among all members of
a collective (including rulers and ruled).’"

Why was nation-building stifled in Russia? There are two viable
responses to this question.

1. Russiais a multiethnic empire, and those who ruled it until the twenty-
first century had a tough time establishing a distinct Russian ethnic
identity. At the start of the 19" century, there was a disproportionate
number of foreigners among the nobility, as opposed to ethnic
Russians, who were in the majority. A cultural divide (large peasantry
and westernised nobles) existed among ethnic Russians as well, dating
back to the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

2. Russia's autocratic administration stifled nation-building efforts. What
was left behind was the most crucial aspect of the nation's
development: the formation of a shared feeling of involvement in
governance. For example, the Tsar viewed the autonomy process with
distrust and sanctioned those who sought to redefine the people's
responsibilities and commitments to the country.

The historian, Vassily Klyuchevsky, accurately defines the
phenomenon of nation-building in Russia: “the state grew fat, but the people
grew thin.”3® In Russia, nation-building entailed making use of all the
country's valuable resources to maintain its status as a great power. The
overdeveloped state phenomenon and the undeveloped population endured
for a long time after the fall of Tsarist Russia. Communist authorities

emphasised the country's resources without establishing a shared national

3017 Astrid Tuminez, “Russian Nationalism and Vladimir Putin”, Council on Foreign Relations,
American International Group, Inc. 2000, p. 1.

302 Stephen Kotkin, "Russia's Perpetual Geopolitics: Putin Returns”, Historical Pattern Foreign
Affairs, 2016, https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/ukraine/2016-04-18/russias-
perpetual-geopolitics accessed in 16.01.2024.
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identity. The Soviet leadership regarded the state as the holder of political
power. The Soviet administration harnessed Russian nationalist sentiment to
mobilise people. During World War II, Stalin, for example, exhorted
Russians to fight for their Motherland.

As I said earlier in this chapter, the search for a national idea obscured
the demise of the Soviet Union. Former President Boris Yeltsin's attempts to
bring a national idea have been unsuccessful. Who makes up the Russian
nation? The Russian Federation's 1993 Constitution has the following lines:
“We, the multinational people of the Russian Federation united by a
common fate on our land establishing human rights and freedoms
preserving the historically established state unity, proceeding from the
universally recognized principles of equality and self-determination of
peoples, revering the memory of ancestors who have conveyed to us the love
for the Fatherland, reviving the sovereign statehood of Russia and asserting
the firmness of its democratic basic, striving to ensure the well-being and
prosperity of Russia, proceeding from the responsibility for our Fatherland
before the present and future generations, recognizing ourselves as part of
the world community”3® During Boris Yeltsin's administration in the 1990s,
the word poccusine (community of Russian Federation citizens regardless of
nationality, religion, and other elements) was widely used. But in the late
1990s, this term was removed from the official speech lexicon. While
President Yeltsin respected this word throughout his presidency, Vladimir
Putin favoured the term pycckume (Russian community on Russian
Federation territory, ethnic Russians living outside of Russia, practicing

Orthodox Christianity, and belonging to the white race). For Vladimir Putin,

303 «Mbl, MHOroHaLMOHanbHbI Hapoh Poccuiickoin depepaunu, COeAUHEHHble 06LLEeN
cynb6oi Ha CBOel 3emne, yTBepXXAas NpaBa 1 CBO6OAbI YeI0BEKA, MPaXAaHCKUIA MUP 1
corniacme, CoxpaHsisi ICTOPUYECKU CNIOXUBLLEECS FOCYAAPCTBEHHOE efMHCTBO, UCXOAS
13 06LLENPU3HaAHHbIX MPUHLMMNOB pPaBHOMpPaBUA W CaMoOOMpeneneHus HapodoB, 4TS
namaTb MNPeAKoB, MepeAaBLUMX HaM NHOO0Bb U yBaxeHWe kK OTeyecTBy BO3poOXAast
CYBEPEHHYIO rocyfapcTBeHHOCTb Poccun UM yTBepxkpasa  He3blbnemocTb  ee
[eMOKpaTMYeCKON OCHOBbI, CTpeMsiCb obecrneynTb 6naronosiyune v npouBeTaHue
Poccuu, ucxoasi M3 0TBETCTBEHHOCTU 3a CBOK PoanHy nepep HbIHEWHUM 1 6y AyLmMMn
MOKOJIEHUSAAMK, CO3HaBasl Ccebsi 4acTblO MUPOBOro coobuiectBar, KOHCTUTYLUS
Pocuiickonn ®egepaumnu, http://www.constitution.ru/index.htm accessed in 16.01.2024.
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pycckue is the politically correct term when they talk about the Russians. I'm
going to provide a short analysis of these terms since they're significant,
particularly for the Skinhead and Nashi movements. The distinction between
these terms is far-reaching and extends beyond semantics.

The nouns poccusane and pycckme draw attention to the divisions
among Russian nationalism's numerous branches. There is typically a
significant distinction between civic nationalism (with inclusive accents) and
ethnic nationalism (which promotes and protects the ethnically defined
Russian people, with xenophobic and racist accents). To explain the
relationship between the two strands of Russian nationalism, author Pal
Kolsto states that “ethnonationalists fight for the interests not so much of the
Russian state but of the Russian people, ethnically defined. These two groups
distrust, even hate, each other in their pursuit of opposing political goals.”3*
This ethnonationalist face is also distinguished by a sceptical attitude
towards migrants and workers from Central Asia and the Caucasus who
come to work in cities such as Moscow, as well as those who take a more
activist approach to protecting themselves and others living outside the
country in the face of ethnic violence. In connection with the two terms,
poccusiHe and pycckme, Vladimir Putin has taken a centrist stance; his
nationalism can be defined as favouring the establishment of a strong state
that emphasises Russia's status as a great power, and these elements fall
under the category of moderate statism.

Moderate statism applies to ethnic Russians, Russian speakers, and
people who live in the Russian Federation. This moderate statism defines the
national task as restoring the state of a great power and unifying the state
and society. The Russian government's attitude/behaviour towards the
outside world (from the West) is derived from the fact that it advocates a
robust defence of Russian national interests, even if it means periodically

deviating from Western powers' preferred policies.>®

304 Pal Kolsto and Helge Blakkisrud, The New Russian Nationalism. Imperialism, ethnicity, and
authoritarianism 2000-2015, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2016, p. 1.

305 Astrid Tuminez, “Russian Nationalism and Vladimir Putin”, Council on Foreign Relations,
American International Group, Inc. 2000, p. 3.
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Putin’s moderate statist nationalism can be characterised in three
ways30:

1. The good (Patriotism)
2. The bad (Putinism)
3. The ugly (Chauvinism)

The first is President Putin's rhetoric about love of the motherland, his
wish for Russians to live a fulfilling life (aocToitnas >xusup) and be proud of
their country's history and achievements. The president's broadcast remarks
and appearances are continually extolling the value of national pride,
without which Russia would degenerate as a nation and “no longer have the
capacity for great deeds.”*”” For example, Putin has repeatedly decried the
imperialist past, alluding to the Soviet invasion of Hungary and
Czechoslovakia as “major mistakes whose fruit is the present Russophobia
among Eastern Europeans.”? Putin emphasises the significance of internal
needs and welfare over global objectives, arguing that the nation's most
pressing aims are to restore values and national pride, eradicate poverty, and
create a Russia that Russians will be proud to pass down to their children.>®

The second, it implies a lack of faith in the concept of democracy as a
useful organisational tool for the Russian state. For example, Putin has
frequently spoken about liberal values, as having no “deep historical roots
in Russia [...] and the state is the source and guarantor of order, the initiator
and main driving force of all change.”!° Putin prefers a “super-centralised
state as a desirable future laid down in Russia’s genetic code, its traditions
and the mentality of its people.”3"

What is the best way to define Putin's regime?

306 |bidem, pp.3-4.

307 |bidem, p. 3.

308 «OCHOBHble OLIMOKKW, MNJIOAOM KOTOPbIX SIBASIETCA HbIHEWHsA pycodobua cpeam
BocTouHow EBponbli», EneHa AkoBneBa, «TpyAHO N ntobuTb Poccuio Bo BpeMeHa Mogbl
Ha pycodobuto», Poccuiickas aseta, https://rg.ru/2020/09/01/trudno-li-liubit-rossiiu-
vo-vremena-mody-na-rusofobiiu.html accessed in 27.01.2024

309 Astrid Tuminez, op.cit, p. 3.

310 V]adimir Putin, “Russia at the Turn of the Millenium” in HesaBucumas rasera, https://
pages.uoregon.edu/kimball/Putin.htm accessed in 27.01.2024.

311 Carlos Lozada, “How to read Vladimir Putin?” in Washington Post, 2022, https://
www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2022/03/03/putin-essays/ accessed in 27.01.2024.

126


https://rg.ru/2020/09/01/trudno-li-liubit-rossiiu-vo-vremena-mody-na-rusofobiiu.html
https://rg.ru/2020/09/01/trudno-li-liubit-rossiiu-vo-vremena-mody-na-rusofobiiu.html
https://pages.uoregon.edu/kimball/Putin.htm
https://pages.uoregon.edu/kimball/Putin.htm
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2022/03/03/putin-essays/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2022/03/03/putin-essays/

Classification of Russian Nationalism

Since President Putin's administration, a form of autocracy known as
Putinism has emerged. As Steven Fish classified the Putinist phenomenon,
that is a form of autocracy which comprises three branches®2:

1. Conservative - by pursuing and supporting a social traditionalist
agenda while preserving the status quo, enmity towards sources of
instability emanating from the West (Western transformational
programmes, such as the globalisation process), the Putin government
regards the stability of the Russian state as sacred. They believe that
development of any kind enters into a direct conflict with Putinism, the
best example given by the authors Lilia Shevtsova and Vladislav
Inozemtsev is that in technology-driven modern economies,
developmentalism threatens to spawn a plethora of strong economic
actors who might compromise the ruler’s monopoly on power [...]
developmentalism can lead to destabilizing social change including
mobilization by rising social groups who seek a more accountable
government.®® Another characteristic of Putinist philosophy is that
persons in important positions within the government are hired,
promoted, and fired by the president based on their loyalty to the leader
and the ability to preserve stability. When he created this conservative
worldview, Putin made his talks in such a way that he mostly targets
the “genderless and infertile morality of the liberal West.”3!4

2. Populist - it blends with conservatism. It manifests itself in the form of
efforts praised by a segment of the populace by Russian authorities for
decaying liberal inclinations, such as homosexuality and violence
against women, both of which Russian leaders oppose. It also helps to
explain an unusual feature of Putinism, as opposed to Western

populism: its stress on multiethnic and multiconfessional

312 Steven Fish, “The Kremlin Emboldened: What is Putinism?”, Journal of Democracy, Vol.28,
Issue 4, 2017, pp.62-63.

313 Ljlia Shevtsova and Vladislav Inozemtsev, “What is Putinism?” in Journal of Democracy,
Vol.4,No.4,2017, p. 62.

314 “Russia is defending traditional family values against genderless and infertile Western
tolerance, Putin says” in National Post, https://nationalpost.com/news/russia-is-
defending-traditional-family-values-against-genderless-and-infertile-western-tolerance-
putin-says accessed in 27.01.2024.
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coexistence.’®> One of the components of populism emerging from
Putinist ideology is the desire to regain Russia's status as a great
power, which it lost with the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991. The
international sanctions imposed immediately following the invasion of
Crimea spurred the Putin government to project an image of a
beleaguered fortress to the domestic people. “Our only real friends are
ourselves. America and its allies are intent on keeping us down. Only
if we stand together behind our ruler who defends the nation against
myriad menacing foes, can we achieve security and make our nation
great in the world.”31

3. Personalistic - It is predicated on unfettered one-man rule and the
marginalisation of parties, institutions, and even individuals other
than the president as independent political players. Putinism
represents a personalistic style of dictatorship in which a single person
rules entirely for himself. All key government decisions align with his
views, and no one in positions of political or economic influence can
openly challenge him without jeopardising their jobs, fortunes, or right
to live in Russia. Putinist ideology brings to the forefront a cult of
personality; for example, on Nashi’s website, there are photos of the
president displaying his semi-magnificent torso while riding
horseback or wearing T-shirts with the president’s face. The mass
media make the Putin administration shine every time it appears on
screen, which is not unusual when considering leaders like Hitler,
Stalin, or Mao, albeit with a more modern facade. I regard Putinism as
one of the most imposing authoritarian governments of the twenty-
first century; however, it has its flaws, such as petroeconomics. Its
predatory petroeconomy cannot generate the kind of sustained gains
in official probity, economic growth, or social equity that would

enhance the regime's legitimacy; its ideology fails to provide a

315 Steven Fish, “The Kremlin Emboldened” in Journal of Democracy, Vol.28, No.4,2017, p. 61.

316 “Pytin's Asymmetric Assault on Democracy in Russia and Europe: Implications for U.S.
National Security”, Government Publishing Office, https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/
CPRT-115SPRT28110/html/CPRT-115SPRT28110.htm accessed in 27.01.2024.
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compelling vision of the future; and its extraordinary personalization
makes its operation entirely dependent on one fallible individual. At
a time when global surveys indicate a long-term trend in favour of
greater public acceptance of sexual diversity and gender equality,
Putin's reaction to revelations of torture camps for gay men in
Chechnya risks making Putinism appear contemptuous rather than
impressive or imposing to audiences in the advanced industrialised
world and some developing countries. Aligning with Trump and
other right-populists who leverage the ethnonationalist card in
domestic politics risks undermining Putin's efforts to portray himself
and Russia as adversaries of ethnic and religious chauvinism. I
believe that this ideology grants the elite the right to express their
opinions on certain decisions made at the parliamentary level, but
what grants them power is solely the president's decision to enforce
and communicate it. We no longer have a Political Bureau
(Politburo); there are only Putin's people; there is only the Putin
administration; and there are no longer strong parties, merely parties
devoid of authority. There is no discussion about potential
presidential candidates this year. The third aspect of Putin’s statist
nationalism, its negative component (chauvinism), reveals a lack of
trust in the democratic process as a means of regulating and
organising interactions between the state and the people. Putin
describes liberal ideas as having no “deep historical roots in Russia;
the state is the source and guarantor of order, the initiator and
primary driving force of any change.” The increase of state power
may pose a challenge to an age-old development process that
produces a potent state and weak individuals. The Chechen War
exemplifies the “ugly” side of Putin's nationalism, as he refers to
Chechens as bandits, terrorists, dark forces, and filth. All these
remarks indicate a strong chauvinist character, which does not
correspond to the situation in Russia, where at least one-fifth of the
population is non-ethnic. These forms of Russian nationalism that

have evolved around the Putin administration enable him to
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legitimise himself as a leader by claiming to represent the country
and its vital interests. Considering the disintegrating empire, Russian
nationalism compensates for numerous states of the population, such
as shame, resentment, helplessness, and so forth, all of which
contribute to the spread of collective optimism, leading to the belief
that the empire is not yet lost. These elements of nationalism serve as
the foundation for these collective beliefs, without which Putin
would struggle to implement his goals, ideals (such as redefining
Russia as a great power and achieving recognition of this status by
the West), and the economic, political, and military measures deemed
essential to restoring the country's standing. Only the less positive
aspects of this nationalism (particularly chauvinism, which is not

limited to Chechens) impact communal wealth and national unity.

Constantly emphasises Russia's standing as a major power and the
inclusion of its inhabitants; nonetheless, his preference for the term pycckue
provides some ambiguity. In 2012, at the start of President Putin's third term,
there was an increase in Russian ethno-cultural features, but the president
showed some reluctance to more vocal ento-nationalist movements, for
example, the riot on Moscow’s Manezhnaia Square on 11 December 2010 that
marked a turning point in the authorities’ relations with radical nationalists,
this event prompted the federal authorities to undertake not only a series of
police operations and populist gestures, but also to formulate a more
intelligible and stable position.?"”

Vladimir Putin had been in power for 20 years (first as prime minister,
then as president) by 2019. He was elected president four times (in 2000,
2004, 2012, and 2018) and, according to the Russian constitution®$, can
continue to serve as president until 2025. In the first round of elections and

the monthly surveys supplied by the Levada Centre, President Putin's

317 bidem, p. 81.

318 «[Mpe3npeHT Poccuiickoin ®epepaummn n3dmupaeTcsi CPOKOM Ha LIECTb NET rpaxkgaHamMu
Poccuitickoin ®epepaummn Ha OCHOBE BCEOOLLEr0 paBHOrO U MPSMOro M3bupartesibHOro
npaBa npu TalHOM rofiocoBaHuu», KoHcTutyumsi Poccuiickon Pepepaunu, http://
www.constitution.ru/10003000/10003000-6.htm accessed in 17.01.2024.
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popularity has not gone below 60%. According to the Levada Centre, it has
consistently remained considerably above 80% for extended periods. Despite
the situation in Ukraine, it remained at the top of the Russian population's

preferences in the last few months of 2023.

PUTIN'S APPROVAL RATING

100

— Approve  —— Disapprove
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lllustration 1: Putin’s Approval Rating posted by the Levada Centre®"°

Again, the Levada Centre is conducting a study of President Putin's
popularity (from July to December 2023), and the results show a minor shift.
For these parties/movements, Putin positions himself as being at the top of
the preferences. Putin is seen as an experienced patriot who believes that
Russia should be regarded and treated as a major state in terms of economics,
military force, and, most importantly, Orthodox culture and religion. I
believe President Putin's success and admiration were spurred by President
Yeltsin's shortcomings (the economy was in decline, relying on loans from

the US and other Western countries).

319 “putin’s Approval Rating”, Levada Center, https://www.levada.ru/en/ratings/ accessed in
17.01.2024.
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Do you approve the activities of V. Putin as the President (Prime Minister) of Russia?

07.2023 | 08.2023 | 09.2023 | 10.2023 | 11.2023 | 12.2023
Approve 82 80 80 82 85 83
Disapprove 15 16 17 15 13 14
No answer 3 4 3 3 2 3

lllustration 2: Putin’s Approval Rating posted by the Levada Centre3?°

According to British historian Mark Galeotti, Putin "has no ideological
commitment to anything."®?! I disagree with what the author says, I think
that there is still an ideological side, albeit it is sometimes unclear, that Russia
has a special mission, namely that it is a big power that must be
acknowledged by other countries. All these points contribute to the notion
of Russian national identity. The desire for national identity is not something
new in Russia. As Putin pointed out, “Here in Russia we have this old
tradition, a favourite pastime of searching for a national idea.”3??

The national idea of President Putin is state-centred (pycckmii-
centred), the Russian people (Poccmcktit napoa) are described as a
multiethnic population that lives within the country's borders. According to
Putin, the concept of a shared community was shared by people of all
ethnicities who formed the basis of the Russian people. The Putin-led
government adopted the term Yeltsin used, poccumnsne, to encourage
patriotic identity in the same way as his imperial and Soviet predecessors, a
civic non ethnic nation model with significant cultural and political rights to
non-Russians, held together by a broad set of common values and
traditions.??

In his essay, the Millennium Manifesto, Putin believes that the formation
of the national idea is essential to the effective consolidation of the Russian

320 |bidem, https://www.levada.ru/en/ratings/ accessed in 17.01.2024.

321 Mark Galeotti, we need to talk about Putin: How the West Gets Him Wrong, London: Penguin,
2019, p. 50.

322 «Y Hac B Poccum ecTb cTapasi Tpaguums, nobMMoe 3aHsATUe — MOWUCK HaLMOoHasbHOM
naew», Bnagumup TyTuH, ExerogHoe nocnaHne ®egepanbHomy CobpaHuto, http://
en.kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/24203 accessed in 18.01.2024.

323 Andreas Kappeler, The Russian Empire: A Multi-Ethnic History, Harlow: Longman, 2001,
p. 275.
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state. According to his famous essay Millennium Manifesto. Putin also
identified three key pillars for a successful Russian resurgence*:

1. An effective economy

2. A strong state

3. Consolidation of the national idea (poccuckast naest)

During his first two terms, Putin prioritised the first two pillars, and
Russia's economy recovered spectacularly. Putin presided over the
comprehensive re-centralisation of a wide range of sectors within Russian
politics and society.’? Finally, the national idea, or the current government's
strategy for building the nation, appears to have an impact on civic
nationalism. In his essay, Millennium Manifesto, Putin singled out such
patriotism together with great-powerness (aep>kaBHOCTB), state-centredness
(rocysapcrsenHmnyectso), and social solidarity as primordial, traditional
Russian (poccunckne) values.’? If the Yeltsin administration distanced itself
from the Soviet past and drew inspiration from 18th-century Russia, the
current government was inspired by the Soviet past (given the status of great
power during World War II), adopted the Soviet anthem with new lyrics,
and Putin supports the vision of restoring Russia's rightful place among
great powers.

However, the Kremlin encourages the actions of nationalist
movements that are primarily geared at defending the past and Russia's
high-power status, such as Dmitri Rogozin’s Motherland (Poanna), and the
pro-Kremlin youth movement Nashi. The government also supports and
promotes the annual Russian March, which brings together Russian
nationalists, including members of the skinhead movement and other neo-

324 «9dheKkTMBHaAA 3KOHOMMKA, CUIIbHOE FoCcyAapCTBO M YKpenieHe HaunoHanbHom naen,
Bnagumup MyTtuH, «Poccusa Ha py6exe TbicsyeneTblit» B HesaBucuma [aseta, 1999,
https://royallib.com/book/putin_vladimir/rossiya_na_rubege_tisyacheletiy.html accessed
in 18.01.2024

325 Pal Kolsto and Helge Blakkisrud, The New Russian Nationalism. Imperialism, ethnicity, and
authoritarianism 2000-2015, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2016, p. 251.

326 Bnagumup TyTuH, «Poccusi Ha pybexe TbicayeneTbli» B He3zaBucuma laseta, 1999,
https://royallib.com/book/putin_vladimir/rossiya_na_rubege_tisyacheletiy.html accessed
in 18.01.2024.
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Nazis; however, the government also assures that these movements do not
become separate political parties.
Since the commencement of Putin's presidency, two major subjects
have been mentioned in his agenda:
1. Legislation, order, and stabilisation
2. Recognition of Russia as a superpower in the West

These important themes are linked because home stability is a
prerequisite for gaining a high-power position, which is a major concern for
the Russian people, and achieving this status is critical for preserving
internal stability. A third theme was added to the previous two, namely,
warnings from foreign actors destabilising Russia. For example, Chechens
and oligarchs who deny Russia the right of a great power. According to the
Kremlin, the most prominent external actor is the United States, a great
competitor power, as evidenced by the development of NATO bases and the
United States' vows following the Cold War to spread democracy and
human rights around the world. If we analyse Russia's idea of preserving
traditional values against the degenerative West, it aligns with the Russian
Orthodox Church's traditional image of Moscow as the Third Rome, with a
messianic mission to promote spiritual and moral principles around the
world.?” Similar to Aleksandr Dugin's teachings, modern Russia has
assigned its function as a bulwark against the disintegration of family values,
denigration of religion and culture, and the international spread of
homosexual propaganda and LGBT rights.®® This self-provided feature
elevates Russia to a worldwide mission, even if Putin does not take it as far
as Dugin, who declares war against the West. According to Eurasianist ideas,
with which the name Dugin is intimately associated, Russia is in the midst,
that is, between Europe and Asia, and has been chosen throughout time with
a mix of Slavic and Muslim influences; thus, it is regarded that Russia should
not deny its Asian roots. Eurasianists reject the notion that Russia is a country
outside of Europe, attempting to catch up to the West. Eurasianists regard

327 Jardar Ostbo, “Securitizing spiritual moral values in Russia” in Post-Soviet Affairs, Vol.33,
Issue 3, 2016, pp.200-216.

328 Emil Edenborg, Politics of Visibility and Belonging: From Russia’s Homosexual Propaganda
Laws to the Ukraine War, Abingdon: Routledge, 2017, p.
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Russia as having its own culture; the country's geographical location makes
it legitimate to pursue the fourth messianic route, replacing outdated
ideologies (liberalism, socialism, and fascism). Given this logic of the
Eurasianists, Western democracies do not suit Russian criteria, and therefore,
Russia must resist the West. The administration under Putin's leadership
distanced itself from Alexandr Dugin, but some of the ideas he expounded
found their way into the president's political platform. Despite his distance
from Alexandr Dugin, President Putin was inspired by the white
movement's senior ideologist, Ivan Ilyin. At the start of the Cold War, Ilin
authored an article titled What Promised the World the Deconstruction of Russia,
which was an attack on the Western conspiracy to demolish the Soviet
Union.?” “Russia will not disappear as a result of the dismantling”, Ilyin
cautions Western governments, “but then begins to repeat history: like a
huge organism, it will once again begin to gather its members, travelling
along rivers to the oceans, across mountains, accumulating coal, grain, oil,
and uranium.”?® Putin first mentioned Ilin in a 2006 speech to the Russian
Parliament, when he unveiled plans to modernise the army. Nationalist
intellectuals piqued the president's interest as he re-examined Russian
history and culture in an ongoing endeavour to secure and expand Russian
dominance in the post-Soviet world.®!

In 2007, Putin formed a separate foundation for the post-Soviet
government and space, the Russian World (Pycckuit Mup).

2.4.1. The Russian World (Pycckwnii Mup)

The term "Russian world" refers to a cultural, civilizational,
geopolitical, and theological notion that entails bringing together the
Russian-speaking population from around the world. The author Marlene

329 Serhii Plokhy, Imperiul Pierdut. O istorie a nationalismului Rus de la Ivan cel Groaznic la
Vladimir Putin, Bucuresti : Litera, 2022, p. 385.

330 «Poccuna He UcYe3HET B pe3ynibTaTe AEMOHTaXa, a 3aTEM Ha4yHET MOBTOPSATb UCTOPUIO:
KaK OrPOMHbI OpraHn3M, oHa BHOBb Ha4YHET CO6MpaTb CBOMX Y/IEHOB, NyTeLIECTBYS MO
pekam K OKeaHaM, Yepes3 ropbl, HakanaMeas yrosb, 3epHo, He@Tb 1 HedTb, ypaH» MBaH
WnbuH, Yto cynmt mupy pacuneHHune Poccun? https://www.pravoslavie.ru/2444.htmi
accessed in 18.01.2024.

331 Serhii Plokhy, op.cit.p. 386.
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Laurelle characterises this notion as a “floating empty signifier open to all
kinds of rebranding and re-articulation.”?®? This means that the Putin
administration can interpret it in ways that are helpful in a variety of
situations. The authors of this concept are members of the Moscow
Methodological Circle, which established the SMD technique in the 1990s.
Methodologists published the manifesto "1111 signs of the 1111 days before
the millennium", in which the Russian world was referred to as territories of
the Russian-speaking population abroad, capable of providing Russia with
much greater economic momentum, development, and unification of the
common culture based on Russian. Here arises the notion of the Russian
world as a network of great and small communities that think and speak
Russian. And when these communities come together, they can help Russia
join the globalised world. According to methodologies, the Russian world
emerged “in the twentieth century as a result of historical shifts,
international conflicts, and global advancements”.3 This manifesto also
presents the truth that “the social, cultural, and universal world is a unity of
will and imagination. If there is nothing behind the idea of the Russian
World except words, if there are no actions, if there is no component of will,
then of course there will be no Russian World. Exactly the way it would have
happened if tens, then hundreds, then thousands of people had not begun to
form Greater Europe, then this, of course, would not have happened.”33
The vast majority of members were connected to the political
administration at the time. However, since 2008, this concept has been

employed to develop and protect the Russian world as a foreign policy

332 Marlene Laruelle, “The Russian World. Russia’s Soft Power and Geopolitical Imagination”
in Center of Global Interests Papers, Washington: Center of Global Interests, 2015, p. 25.

333 «B ABaAALIATOM BEKE B pe3ysibTaTe UCTOPUYECKUX CABUTOB, MEXAYHAPOAHbIX KOH(MIMKTOB
1 rnobanbHbIX JOCTMXeHWI», Cepreit Kouepos, «Pyckuii Myp: npo6nema onpegeneHus» B
BecTHuk Huxxeropogckoro YHusepcuteta, Vol.1, No.5, 2014, pp.163-167.

334 «CoumanbHbI, KyNnbTypHbIA M 06LLeYesloBeYecKniA MUp ecTb eAUHCTBO BOM U
BooGpaxkeHusl. Ecnu 3a naeeit Pycckoro Mupa HUYEro He CTOUT KPOME CJIOB, €Civ HeT
OefCTBUI, ecnu HeT COCTaBAsoWen BOMKW, TO KOHe4yHO Pycckoro Mwupa He 6yger.
MMeHHO TaK, Kak 3TO Mpou30LLno 6bl ecnn 6bl [ECATKM, 3aTEM COTHM, 3aTEM TbICAYU
nofen He Havanu popmupoBaTtb Bennkyto EBpony, TO U 3TOro, KOHEYHO, HE MONYYUSIOCH
6bl”, T.I. WeapoBuukni, «Pycckuini Mup. Bo3moXHble LienM camoonpefeneHuns» B
HesaBucumasa raseta, 2000, https://www.shkp.ru/lib/publications/25 accessed in
22.01.2024.
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ideology.® This term refers to the unification of Russia, Belarus, and
Ukraine, as well as an increase in Russian influence in nations where a large
proportion of the population speaks Russian, such as the Baltic countries.
Between 2014 and 2022, the Putin administration used this Russian global
paradigm to legitimise its invasion of Ukraine. The term "Russian World"
has extremely deep roots from the 19 century, the Russian intelligentsia
such as Alexandr Ostrovsky who see the Russian worldview as a spiritual
community of Orthodox Christians and Count Sergey Uvarov used this term
in a framework that was based on the doctrine of official nationality (the
Russian Empire's state ideology), which comprised conservative, reactionary
aspects in education, science, and literature.
The concept of the Russian world provides a vast spectrum of
significance3*:
1. The geopolitical imagination
2. An uncertain mental atlas on which the many areas and their various
links to Russia can be described fluidly.

First and foremost, this concept is used to justify Russia's actions in the
near abroad, as well as its role in monitoring the resolution of disputes
amongst its neighbours. Another way Russia uses the concept of the Russian
world is to appeal to its Soviet and pre-Soviet past to “pace” itself with the
Russian diaspora outside Russia. Furthermore, this concept is critical for
Russia's place on the world stage and for making its voice heard. The author
Mark Galeotti remarked that "in his opinion (Putin) great power must have
a say in all matters of meaning, not necessarily because of interests, but
rather because it is a symbol of the status he has."*” Finally, this concept is
quite elastic and is used by presidential administrations for all spheres of
Russian public life (economy, non-governmental organisations, culture,
media, language, etc., various multilateral organisations, citizenship and

335 The Economist, “The New Russian Cult of War”", March 26t 2022, https://
www.economist.com/briefing/2022/03/26/the-new-russian-cult-of-war ~ accessed in
22.01.2024.

336 Marlene Laruelle, “The Russian World. Russia’s Soft Power and Geopolitical Imagination”
in Center of Global Interests Papers, Washington: Center of Global Interests, 2015, p. 1.

337 Mark Galeotti, we need to talk about Putin: How the West Gets Him Wrong, London: Penguin,
2019, p. 58.
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passport policy, and various repatriation programmes, which I will discuss
a little later) and for audiences of all types.

In the conceptual structure of the Russian world, the term "world" can
be regarded in antiquity as a civilizational space: ancient sources spoke of
the Greek world, the Roman world, and the Byzantine world as a method to
identify a wide territory under the sway of a single centre.®* As a result, the
concept of the Russian world is an interpretation elevated to another level:
that of a space of civilisation divided into numerous zones. In the early years
of employing the notion of the Russian world, in the nineteenth century, it
was written with the ancient Russian alphabet (sometimes called the pre-
revolutionary alphabet), for example, 19 century — Pyckuit mupsb and
nowadays — Pyckuit mup, the letter b is a strong sign and this simply
emphasises the word, and those who employed it in this manner aimed to
strengthen the term by adhering to the country's historical governing style.

In the presidential administration's lexicon, the concept of the
compatriots surrounding the concept of the Russian world is rather unclear.
In the early 2000s, President Putin discussed the flexibility of his
countrymen, “the compatriot is not only a legal category. More importantly,
it is not an issue of status or favouritism. It is primarily a matter of personal
choice. Of self-identification. I would even say, of spiritual self-
identification.”3 The concept of the Russian world includes several types of
compatriots:

1. Russians living outside Russia (not the near abroad) are closely linked
to Russians who live in Russia (oTHOCsIIIs1TIECS ).

2. Russians who turn their faith, political orientation towards Russia.

3. The Russians who remained established in the near abroad following
the fall of the Soviet Union.

4. All those who speak Russian and cherish Russian culture, customs,
and ideals.

338 Marlene Laruelle, op.cit, p. 3.

339 «COOTEYECTBEHHUK - 3TO HE TONIbKO NpaBoBas KaTeropusl. [naBHOe, 3TO He BOMpOC
ctatyca wnum daBopuTuaMa. ITO npexae BCero BOMPOC JIMYHOrO BblGoOpa.
CamounpeHTudukaummn. 9 6bl faxe ckasarn, AyXOBHOW camoungeHTubukaumm» Bnagummp
MyTuH, «BbicTynneHue MNpesnaeHta Poccuiickon Gepepaummn B.B.MyTnHa Ha KoHrpecce
cooTeyecTBEHHUKOBY, http://old.nasledie.ru/politvnt/19_44/article.php?art=24 accessed
in 23.01.2024.
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These concentric circles depict the Russian world, according to the
author Marlene Laruelle. This notion extends from expatriate citizens to a
bigger group that is attracted to Russia from all points of view. As a result, it
is impossible to describe exactly this concept from an ethnic point of view,
as author Marlene Laruelle explains, “this formulation prevents a purely
ethnic or linguistic definition of ethnic Russians.”3

As previously stated, the Russian world embraces practically all
aspects of Russian life.

1. Economic aspect - In the early 2000s, the presidential administration
leveraged oil riches to undertake international investments, allowing
private and state enterprises to gain prominence in Western countries.
With the assistance of Gazprom, Rosneft, Itera, and Lukoil, the
presidential administration has designed a soft power policy based on
energy provided to Ukraine and Central Asia. Of course, the Kremlin
has authority over pipelines and may build new plants to process and
supervise these petroleum enterprises. Companies that produced
electricity: RAO Unified Energy System and private companies
symbolised Russia's dominance in the surrounding region, including
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Moldova, Armenia, and Georgia. Banks and
investors involved in these enterprises exerted significant influence on
these sectors, which impacted the whole CIS banking industry. Russia
may also have an impact on its neighbours' economic sustainability
through significant boycotts or embargoes on food goods from
unwilling neighbours, as well as communications and infrastructure.3!

2. Multilateral organisations - Since its inception, the Commonwealth of
Independent States has proven to be inoperable or with many gaps in
communication between members of its regions, because many former
Soviet Union members did not want to be a part of this organisation
and instead preferred to join Western-affiliated institutions. In the
2000s, Russia founded various multinational organisations, such as:

Collective Security Treaty Organization which included Belarus,

340 Marlene Laruelle, op.cit, p. 8.
341 Jeffrey Mankoff, Russian Foreign Policy: The Return of Great Power Politics, Lanham:
Rowman&Littlefield, 2011.
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Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan for security and an
organisation to form an economic bond, for the first time was known
as Economic Community, then Customs Unit and finally known as the
Eurasian Economic Union which included: Kazakhstan, Belarus,
Armenia, and Kyrgyzstan. These states that are members of the
organisations listed above are directly tied to Russia, as opposed to
other states that have followed the West's lead.

3. Non-governmental organisations - the presidential administration
sponsors foreign organisations close to the Kremlin at various levels,
depending on the country's internal condition and the attitude or
position of the respective politicians towards the Kremlin leader. These
organisations are intended to support pro-Russian society and include
a variety of entities that attempt to represent the Russian minority,
such as folk clubs and school politics (identity curriculum). These
organisations also encourage pro-Russian youth political groups. For
example, the activities and camps organised by the political youth
movement Nashi are exclusively funded by the presidential
administration.

4. Russian Culture (the cultural aspect was known as Russophone),
Media, and Language — the organisations targeting this triad are trying
by various methods to promote Russia's historical and cultural
heritage. Over the years, numerous tactics have been implemented to
promote the Russian language and culture, including the
establishment of a cultural centres at Russian embassies, historical
commemorations, maintaining the graves of Russian soldiers fallen
abroad, exchange programs, joint universities and joint curricula, and
grants and fellowships for CIS students and professionals who want to
study in Russia (not to mention the thousands of CIS soldiers and
officers trained in Russian military academies).3* Since the second half
of the 2000s, the Kremlin has made it a priority to invest in the media
realm, seeing that a stranglehold over the information space was one

342 Michael Gorham, “Virtual Russophonia. Language Policy as Soft Power in the new Media
Age”, in Digital Icons. Studies in Russian, Eurasian and Central European New Media, No.5,
2011, pp.23-48.
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of the smartest strategies to ensure its role in the Near Abroad [...],
such as cyberattacks, with the famous cases having targeted Estonia.?

5. Repatriation programmes - Moscow established the "Programme of
State Assistance for Voluntary Travel of Compatriots to Russia" in
2006.3# The governmental agencies in charge of this programme have
been seeking means or alternatives to bring back expatriate nationals
and those with dual nationality, regardless of where they live (near
abroad or the West). In truth, the real face of this project piqued the
interest of primarily Russians and Russian speakers from the CIS.3%
Since its commencement in 2006, the programme has returned
approximately 125.000 persons, significantly less than the intended
450.000, while the rate of return is increasing.3+

6. Citizenship policy and passports - the process of applying for
citizenship in the Russian Federation is liberal. According to a legal
prescription, people of the former Soviet Union can apply for a
temporary or permanent residency permit to get Russian citizenship.
However, given the liberalism of the process, the statute was repealed
in 2009. In 2014, new, simpler, and speedier standards were established
for giving citizenship to those who speak Russian and have at least one
ancestor who was a permanent resident of Russia or the Soviet
Union.3¥ A new law was filed to provide a simpler method for Russian-
speaking residents of the former Soviet Union, regardless of

343 Heiko Paabo, “War of Memories: Explaining Memorials War in Estonia” in Baltic Security &
Defense Review, No.10, 2008, pp.5-28.

344 <HenoHATHO, YTO Cbirpasn peLlaroLLyto posib, Ho B 2006-M BnacTb onoMHunacb», Cepren
paanpoBckuii, «PenaTpyauma Kak MopanbHbid gonr» B Pyckuii Apxunenar, https://
archipelag.ru/authors/gradirovsky/?library=2956 accessed in 24.01.2024.

345 Sebastien Peyrouse, “Former Colonists on The Move: The Migration of Russian-Speaking
Populations,” in Marlene Laruelle (ed.), Migration and Social Upheaval as the Face of
Globalization in Central Asia (London: Brill, 2013), 215-237.

346 «C MoMeHTa cBoero 3anycka B 2006 rogy nporpamma BepHyna okoso 125 000 yenosek,
YTO 3HAYUTESIbHO MeHbLLE 3annaHnpoBaHHbix 450 000, Npy 3TOM Temnbl BO3BpaLLEHUs
pactyT» 'puropuin KoraH, «[pobnemy gemorpaduv B Poccum pewnt penatpuaum» B
Hemockon, 2013, https://www.demoscope.ru/weekly/2013/0549/gazeta020.php
accessed in 24.01.2024.

347 Oxana Shevel, “The Politics of Citizenship Policy in Post-Soviet Russia,” Post-Soviet Affairs
Vol. 28, no. 1,2012, pp. 111-147.
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nationality, who are at risk of ethno-cultural, political, or professional
discrimination, to get Russian citizenship.

7. Military participation - Since 1992, the Republic of Moldova has
recognised two Russian military participations in former USSR
regions, including the 14th Army, which supported the authorities in
Tiraspol in their desire to declare Transnistria's independence from
Chisinau. The Russian army's second intervention in South Ossetia and
Abkhazia in 2008 was justified by the need to defend ethnic Russians in
these regions from Georgian aggression. The notion of soft power is
defined as "the ability to influence others to achieve desired outcomes
through attraction rather than coercion or payment."s® Russia's attitude
of overseeing its close surroundings is justified by its property, and the
belief that state sovereignty is a potential victim in the face of the West,
and the Russian World must safeguard the near abroad.

At the beginning of the 1990s, the Russian world was perceived as a
cultural and historical concept of an international, interstate, and
intercontinental society that aims to unite Russian-speaking countrymen
who do not dwell on Russian territory.®® However, it came to light in 2014,
when President Putin exploited it to motivate Russia's annexation of Crimea
“the Kremlin’s actions in the so-called near abroad are motivated by its
perception of Russia’s national security interests and the need to protect the

348 «<HOBbI 3aKOH 6bl11 MPUHAT, YTO6bI YNPOCTUTL PYCCKOA3bIYHBIM XUTENSAM ObiBLUErO
CCCP, HesaBMCMMO OT HaUMOHANbHOCTW, KOTOpPble MOABEPralTCA  PUCKY
STHOKY/NbTYPHOW, NOIMTUYECKOW UM NPOPECcCUOHANbHON AUCKPUMUHALIMK, MONYYUTb
poccuinickoe rpaxpaaHcTBoy» «[Ansa >xutenen CHI ynpocTaT npoueaypy nonyyeHus
poCCUICKOro rpaxpaaHcTBa», B MHTepgakc, https://www.interfax.ru/russia/361446
accessed in 24.01.2024.

349 Joseph Nye, “Public Diplomacy and Soft Power,” The Annals of the American Academy of
Political and Social Science 616, no. 1, 2008, p. 94.

350 «B Havane 1990-x rogoB pycckuii MMp BOCMPUHMMANCS Kak Ky/bTYPHO-UCTOpUYeckas
KOHLEeNunMa MeXAyHapogHOro, MEeXroCyfapCTBEHHOIO W MEXKOHTUHEHTaNbHOro
obLiecTBa, uenbio KOTOPOro AaBnseTcy o6beagnHeHne PYCCKOSA3bIYHbIX
COOTEYECTBEHHUKOB, He MpPOXMUBAKLWMX Ha TeppuTopum Poccun», AnerHuKoBa
CsetnaHa MwuxannoBHa, Pyckui Mup, KaHoHuuyeckas Tepputopus n CBATas Pychb:
CooTHoweHune MoHaTui, MuHCK: AkagemMumn ynpasneHusa npu MNpeamaeHte Pecny6nunku
Benapycb, 2017, c.6.
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country and the current political regime from destabilizing influences, be
they coming directly from abroad or fed by domestic factors.”3!

In his speeches, President Putin makes many references to the concept
of the Russian world.

In one of his addresses, he states that 2007 was the Year of the Russian
Language. He said that “the Russian World can and should unite all those for
whom the Russian language and culture are dear, whether they live in Russia
or beyond its borders. Use this term, Russian World, more often.”3% Later, the
presidential administration formed the World Fund of Russia, which is
overseen by the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Education and Science. The
formation of this entity just perpetuates the ambiguity of the Russian World
concept, which focuses on countrymen and all those dedicated to protecting
Russia in front of the West.

In a speech on March 18, 2018, President Putin cites the Russian World
concept while justifying Russia's annexation of Crimea. Putin stated that he
hoped Germany, a once-divided country, would understand and support the
Russian World's aspiration, as well as Russian history, to rebuild unity.®
President Putin's perspective is also endorsed by his administration, such as
Dmitry Peskov, the Kremlin's press secretary, who expressed his opinion
immediately following this speech: “Russia is the country that serves as the
foundation for the Russian World, and its president is Putin. Putin is the
primary guarantor of the Russian World's security.”3% As these views suggest,
the Russian world attracts the diaspora (ethnic Russians), who, according to
the presidential administration, are threatened by the West. Sergey Lavrov, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, views the Russian world from a cultural rather than
political standpoint. In 2015, Lavrov addressed those who accused Russia of
seeking to conquer more territories. He said that “You began by saying that
everyone is afraid of Russia’s desire to reestablish the Soviet Union, to seek
the reunification of Russian lands. | ask, | you have concrete sources to show

351 Marlene Laruelle, op.cit, p. 1.

352 «Pycckuint Mup MOXET U JOKeH 06beAnHATb BCEX, KOMY AOPOr PYCCKWUA S3blK M
KyfnbTypa, He3aBMCUMO OT TOrO, XXMUBYT Sin OHN B Poccun unu 3a ee npegenamu. Yaue
ucnonbsyinte TepMuH «Pycckuit mup», «B komnnekce «[dom [epkaBuHa» npoiuna
BcTpeya Bnagumwupa T[lyTvHa ¢ npeactaBUTENsIMUM POCCUUACKOW WHTENIUIEHLUN»,
Mpe3aungeHt Pocwuii, http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/36733 accessed in
24.01.2024.

353 «'epMaHus, Hekoraa pa3aenieHHast cTpaHa, MoMMeT M NoAAEepPXXUT cTpemneHne Pycckoro
MWPa, KaK U pOCCUMCKYIO UCTOPUIO, K BOCCTAHOBMIEHNIO eANHCTBa», Bnagnmup MNyTuH,
«O6paLueHue lMpesnpeHTa Poccuiickon ®epepaunmn», B KpemsuH.py, http://kremlin.ru/
events/president/news/20603 accessed in 25.01.2024.

354 «Poccua — cTpaHa, KoTopasi C/Y)XUT OCHOBOW Pycckoro mMupa, a ee npesvaeHTOM
aBnsetcs MyTuH. NyTUH — rNaBHbIN rapaHT 6e3onacHOCcCTU Pycckoro mupa», «fleckos
pacckasan o 3awkanueatowem peintuHre lyTuHa», JleHTa.py, https://lenta.ru/news/
2014/03/07/rating/ accessed in 25.01.2024.
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me the official Russian citations proposing to reestablish the Soviet Union or
reunify the Russian World (co6upaTtb Pyckuit Mup). The Russian World is
different. The Russian World is about culture, language, values, and religious
orientations. One can draw an analogy (albeit imperfectly) with Francophonie,
the Ibero-American community, and Confucius, Goethe, or Cervantes
institutes. [..] Like any normal country [we] wish to preserve [our] cultural
heritage.”®* In my opinion, Lavrov's perception of the Russian world
contradicts the president's and Peskov's assertions. | believe that the first
comments reflect an ethnic nationalism that seeks to safeguard ethnic
Russians, which is why the Russian World promotes itself as a haven for them.
As previously said, the concept of the Russian World remains unclear and
elastic in terms of definition.

Speeches by the president and the presidential administration have
been developed surrounding the notion of the Russian world since the early
2000s, and during this period, they were intercepted by extremist groups
such as the Skinheads and the Nashi (Putinjugend) movement, which are
supporters of President Putin and will be discussed in the following
chapters.

Two institutions are recognised as having the meaning of this notion,
such as:

1. The Moscow Patriarchate - they exploited the concept of the Russian
World to show Russia as an Orthodox culture. Russian civilisation is
firmly anchored in conservative beliefs. The use of the phrase morality
and the adjective spiritual in Putin's speeches has increased in recent
years, particularly since his return to the presidency in 2012.3%

According to the presidential administration, morality is defined as

355 «Bbl Hayanu c TOro, 4To BCe 60ATCA CTpemMsieHns Poccun BoccTaHOBUTH COBETCKMM
Coto3, [06UTbCA BOCCOEAMHEHUSI PYCCKUX 3eMenb. f npouly, ecnu y Bac ecTb
KOHKpeTHble WUCTOYHUKWK, TNOKa3aTb MHe OCbVILl,I/IaJ'IbeIe pOCCI/IVICKI/Ie LUnTaThl,
npegnararowme BocctaHoBuTb CoeTckuin Coro3 mnm BoccoeauHUTb Pycckuii Mup
(cobupaTtb Pyckuit Mup). Pycckuin Mup, oH coBceM apyroit. Pycckuil Mup — aTo KynbTypa,
A3blK, LEHHOCTU U pPEeIMrMo3Hble OpUeHTaLunu. Mo>xHOo npoBecTn aHanoruto (XOTFl n
HecoBepLUeHHY0) ¢ hpaHKodoHUel, M6epo-aMepPUKaHCKUM COOBLLECTBOM, UHCTUTYTaMM
KoHdyuusa, lete unm CepsaHteca. [...] Kak u nto6as HopmanbHasa cTpaHa, [Mbl] XoTum
COXpaHuTb [Hawe] KynbTypHOoe Hacnegwue», BbicTynneHne u oTeeTy Ha Bonpocy CMU
MUHUCTPa MHOCTpaHHbIX C.J1.JTaBpoB B X0f4e COMMEHOCTHOM Mnpecc-KoOHpepeHuni no
uTOraMm neperoBOPOB C MWHUCTPOM MHOCTPaHHbIX JlatBuin E.PuHkeBu4, Russian
Embassy in Washington DC, January 13, 2015, http://www.russianembassy.org/node/
1854.14:4712.01.2015 accessed in 25.01.2024.

356 Gulnaz Sharafutdinova, “The Pussy Riot affair and Putin’s demarche from sovereign
democracy to sovereign morality,” Nationalities Papers 42, no. 4 (2014): 615-621.
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respect for traditional values such as the non-recognition of LGBT
rights, respect for the elderly and hierarchy, emphasis on having
children as a foundation for individual life, the country's demographic
health, and the fight against alcoholism.?”

2. The neo-Eurasianists are founded on geopolitical rationalities that
present Russia as a Eurasian civilisation. Both institutions are caught
up in what analysts refer to as Soviet nostalgia, which portrays Russia
as a unique civilisation that is both Orthodox and Eurasian; this is the
primary Russian presentation given by Alexander Prokhanov and
Gennady Zyuganov’s communist party.

As Russian political scientist Boris Mezhuev said, “Russia wants to
integrate Europe, but a conservative Europe. If the Russian World wins,
the European family would likely offer a place, possibly the pride of
place, to a new and better Russia, with its large population consisting of
many ethnic groups. If the Atlantic wins, we would live in a world
described in the dystopian novels by Aldous Huxley and Anthony
Burgess, a debilitated, hedonistic society, one oblivious of the values of
homeland, family, and God.”%®

Marlene Laruelle pointed out the fact that the Russian world is not
unique to the Russian space; the term Francophone is closely associated with
the term Russian world and reflects the same ambiguities and similarities. In
June 2007, Putin issued an order to establish the groundwork for forming an
organisation named the Russian World Foundation. This organisation's
mission was to promote the Russian language, literature, and culture both
within the former Soviet Union and outside. The organisation was inspired
by Alliance Frangaise to increase the influence of Russophone (Russian
language and culture) in other regions. The Russian world is divided into
the categories indicated above (economic, military, etc.), but I also include
the categories of culture and spirituality. The Russian Orthodox Church is
also a powerful actor, with numerous representatives in the Foundation of

357 Marlene Laruelle, op.cit., 2015, p. 21.
358 Boris Mezhuev, “The Russian World Is Coming to Europe,” Valdai Club, April 22, 2014, http:/
/valdaiclub.com/europe/68320.html accessed in 25.01.2024.
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the Russian World organisation; they feel that only people who practise
Orthodox Christianity are one of the most essential foundations of the
Russian world.

One of the critics of Russian foreign policy, Marcel H. Van Herpen, said
that “Russian World is part of a much more ambitious project that aims to
give the Kremlin again the global influence it had lost with the end of
Communism.”* The Russian World is that bubble that binds together the
ideals that represent post-Soviet Russia, such as:

e The near abroad (6a1xHee 3apyOeskbe)
e The historical facet of Russia (ncTopuueckoe mpocrpancTso Pocuit)
¢ The territories where the Russian language is spoken (mmpocrpaHcTso

PYCCKOTO sI3BbIKa)

e The territories that represent a responsibility for Russia (tepuropus

POCCUCKON OTBETCTBEHHOCTBI)

As I have stated, the term Russian World appeared before Putin
assumed the presidency. With Putin's second coming in 2012, the Russian
world has become a more powerful and prominent notion than it was
previously. The Russian world has recognised the presidential
administration as a realm different from others, with its strong civilisation.
The Russian world opposed concepts such as the West and Atlanticism.
Finally, we may speak about the Russian World as an ideological construct
of the multi-polar world’s concept as a cornerstone of Russian foreign
policy % Immediately after Putin took power in 2000, the Concept of Foreign
Policy was adopted, encouraging opposition to unipolar global frameworks
and US hegemony. This concept emphasises the term soft power and uses
the Foundation of the Russian World as a foreign policy weapon.®!
Community groups should encourage the possibilities of communication,

359 Marcel H. Van Herpen, Putin’s Propaganda Machine. Soft Power and Russian Foreign Policy,
Washington: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2016, p. 149.

360 John O’Loughlin, Gerard Toal and Vladimir Kolosov, “Who identifies with the Russian
World? Geopolitical attitudes in southeastern Ukraine, Crimea, Abkhazia, South Ossetia,
and Transnistria”, in Eurasian Geography and Economics, Vol.57, No.5, USA: Routledge
Taylor & Francis Group, p. 751.

361 Agnia Grigas, Beyond Crimea: The New Russian Empire, Connecticut: Yale University Press,
2016, p. 30.
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technology, and other techniques. We will see that, in the case of the present
youth movements chosen for the examination, technology, particularly
social networks, supports the Russian World’s beliefs and principles.

When the notion of the Russian World is skipped over in the Foreign
Policy Concept, the Russian World is used as an excuse or justification for
Russia's unique position and influence on the worldwide political scene, an
organic and natural element of its soft power and a confirmation of the
world’s diversity and multi-polar structure’? Given the various
interpretations of the Russian world and the categories that this concept
encompasses (economic, cultural, linguistic, military, different types of
organisations, non-governmental or governmental), we can conclude that
this notion does not have a set and basic meaning. These elements, on the
one hand cultural and on the other geopolitical, peculiar to the Russian
World, provide a hazy picture of this notion. The concept of the Russian
world peaked in speeches after the 1990s, and his interest in defending his
compatriots (for Putin, compatriots are individuals who share a common
vision for Russia's future and support the enhancement of the reputation
of their motherland, he presidential administration has launched a statute
that supports these compatriots in their quest to safeguard their rights and
preserve the language and culture to which they are related) in the near
abroad raised a warning signal in these regions, the best example being the
current war in Ukraine and the constant invocation that Russia has to clean
up Ukraine, not just militarily, but also culturally by other foreign
influences (continuous repetition of denazification of Ukraine) and to
“russified” the area.

President Vladimir Putin's regime has assumed several forms and
reactions throughout the last decade. One of these was the commencement
of the Second Chechen War, during which the presidential administration
and a major portion of the Chechen rebels blamed their adversaries for
kidnappings, looting, and killings. At the same time, it was the time when
an immigration wave broke out in Russia, which was in the process of
recovering economically. From an economic standpoint, a lack of jobs was
one of the reactions of the youth, who were having difficulty finding work

362 John O'Loughlin, Gerard Toal and Vladimir Kolosov, op.cit., p. 751.
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at the time, and on this economic background, attacks on immigrants,
particularly those from the Caucasus, arose. Young people in huge numbers
began to join various extreme movements oriented primarily at combating
immigration, which they referred to as non-Russians who came to Russia to
steal their jobs. Through the concept of the Russian World (Ruskii Mir), the
Skinhead youth movement that I chose for the next case study tried to build
its world, an All-Russian state.
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Chapter IIl.

The Russian Skinheads Phenomenon:
voices of the de-democratisation process

Skinheads, a neo-Nazi youth movement in post-Soviet Russia, served
as the research's original case study. I chose this movement because I wanted
to provide a more in-depth assessment of what the far right meant to young
people in post-Soviet Russia, as well as the visions that drove the youth to
resuscitate and reconstruct Nazi ideology. The vast majority of young people
in post-Soviet Russia have chosen to join the Skinheads movement; this
chapter discusses their decision, what motivates them to enter, how they are
classified, and what each group faces.

This chapter focuses on Russia's democratic transition since 1991, as
well as the movement that will put the process to the final test. With the
dissolution of the Soviet Union, Russia attempted to move toward
democracy in the 1990s but ultimately failed. The first elections held in
Russia following the collapse of the communist dictatorship revealed
factions fighting for democratisation on the one side and authoritarianism
on the other. The case study discussed in this chapter falls into the second
group and has a significant impact on the decline of democracy. They
campaigned and continue to struggle for the establishment of an
authoritarian state following the Russian election era in the 1990s. Boris
Yeltsin was at the head of a public movement, not a political party, in the
1990 election for Russian sovereignty and the dissolution of the USSR, and it
is possible that the threads that have impeded the accomplishment of
democracy arose from this. In the early and mid-1990s, communist regime
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researchers felt that post-communist governments needed to achieve
extreme economic and social reform, as well as radical political upheaval.
However, on Russian Federation territory, the consequences of a fraudulent
privatisation process were severely detrimental to democratic
institutionalisation. The formation of a strong civil society is frequently a key
step in the process of transitioning a state to democracy. The barriers
underlying Soviet society's development, as well as the conditions that
triggered weaknesses in post-Soviet Russia's development, have caused
members of the leadership to undermine reforms, ensuring that
authoritarian control trends will face fewer obstacles after 2000. The
procedures and reforms that fuelled a significant anti-communist movement
in most of Eastern Europe did not materialise in Russia. The inability of a
fusion between the democratic process and national identity on Russian soil
revealed a lack of a strong national majority in support of political and
economic development.

In this chapter, I will also show how Russia's political and economic
developments in the 1990s were a prime example of a cosmetic transition.
Russia's experience on the path to democratisation necessitates a more
thorough examination of the long-term guidelines that impede Russia's
progress toward democratisation. I shall prove that Russia is not an
authoritarian state but rather exhibits indications of authoritarianism and the
importance of the Skinhead movement in building an authoritarian order.
Suppose I have discussed the oscillations of nationalist sentiments in various
periods/regimes in previous chapters, such as the Tsarist, Soviet, and post-
Soviet regimes, in this chapter. In that case, I will focus on the phenomena
that occurred in post-Soviet Russia, specifically the period of Boris Yeltsin’s
leadership and Russia today. There are many similarities to the preceding
regimes, but there are also significant differences and novelties. The most
significant impediment to Russia's transition to democracy was nostalgia for
previous administrations, as well as the major issue of national identity. Iurii
Afanasev argued that “the public consciousness has not yet reached the

required level. That there existed a certain regime and that a return to it is
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out of the question is acknowledged only by individuals, not yet by
society.”36

According to Afanasev, a selective memory of the past is concentrated
around the skinhead movement for two reasons:

1. Choosing an appropriate moment in history to be viewed as a salvation
from the hardships suffered by Russia in the 1990s, the best example is
the Nazi regime and the outlining of Nazi ideology on the territory of
Russia.

2. Provide a new interpretation of each regime. For instance, the Tsarist
double-headed eagle as the state emblem, the Soviet national song with
new lyrics as Russia's official hymn, and the democratic tricolour as
the national flag, and to reconcile the conflicting national narratives.*
The great majority of newspapers feature a column about Russia's
history, as well as Nazi-specific newspapers. Television programs
about the past, and many archive documents and books have been

published over the years.

Since the beginning of the Skinhead movement in Russia, two major

problems have dominated:
1. The lack of a stable foundation for democracy.
2. The necessity to construct a government akin to those of the past, when

Russia was a major power, as well as Nazi Germany.

In this chapter, I also intend to explain the impact of the slogans
employed by this movement regarding who remained “in” or “out” of the
USSR following its disintegration, as well as its xenophobic dimension.
Russia experienced various difficulties and challenges on its route to
democracy: the battle for a society that deals with community needs, the shift
to a market economy, and the revival of national consciousness to overcome
both imperial mentality and the problem of minority secession and

immigration.

363 Daria Khubova and Vitaly Chernetsky, “The Case of the Russian Archives: An Interview with
lurii N. Afanasev, Slavic Review, Vol.52, No.2, 1993, p. 315.”
364 Richard Sakwa, “Russian Politics and Society”, New York: Routledge, 2008, p. 444.
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The Skinhead movement was caught up in a Russia undergoing a
variety of political, economic, cultural, and national identity changes. Russia,
as the successor of the Tsarist Empire and the Soviet Union, has radical
differences from these empires, and young Skinheads discovered that they
built an authoritarian shell while living simultaneously in a changing world,
and instilled in them the family that witnessed the great power of the USSR.

3.1. Description of the movement and its background

The Skinhead movement in the United Kingdom served as the primary
catalyst for this movement. This movement was the promoter for the youth
subculture. The skinhead movement re-created the working class based on
group solidarity and masculinity. John Clarke suggested that “this class or
community-based defensiveness was coupled with a sense of exclusion from
the existing youth subculture dominated in the public arena by music and
styles derived from the underground among lower-working-class youth,
producing an intensified Us-Them consciousness.”365

The first wave of skinheads as Nick Knight stated, “took shape as a
style-based movement emerging out of the mob scene in the United
Kingdom at the end of the 1960s, as hard or gang mods took the short, shaven
heads represents a tough masculinism®®, Ben Sherman shirts and Levis of
mod style in a more fight-friendly (donkey jackets and combats) and
industrial (heavy industrial boots and work clothes: jeans and braces)
direction.”3¢” Their style was something that alluded to a worker model, as I
mentioned above. The second wave, the movement was born in a period of
economic downturn and the emergence of a migration surge. By giving the
movement a territorial defence boost, members of this movement quickly

became the target of potential recruits in extremist movements or parties

365 John Clarke, Football hooliganism and the skinheads. Birmingham: Centre for
Contemporary Cultural Studies, University of Birmingham, 1973, p. 99.

366 Phill Cohen, “Subcultural Conflict and the Working-class Community”, Working Papers in
Cultural Studies, no. 2, Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies, University of Birmingham,
1972, pp.24-25.

367 Nick Knight, “Skinhead”, London: Omnibus Press, 1982, p. 10.
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such as the UK National Front. If the first wave of skinheads had no political
affiliation and were only there for fun at football games or reggae/punk
music concerts, the second wave, which emerged following economic
hardships, began to display Nazi emblems and be fans of Oi music! The latter
has spread more quickly in many nations, serving as a key figure in the de-
democratisation process. The second wave of the Skinheads movement,
which is associated with extreme right-wing ideologies, is best represented
by the Skinheads movement in the United States.

According to Jack Moore, the first wave of the Skinheads movement
did not extend to the United States because there was no cultural space in
America for a young class expression of discontent and open, ugly hostility
towards the middle class.?*® Skinheads in the United States are divided into
two categories: racists and non-racists. During this time, the Skinhead
movement acquired xenophobic, racist, and anti-Semitic attitudes.
According to some members of this movement, being a skinhead is about
embracing an emotion rather than wearing a uniform.>® The usage of the
Internet, which debuted in Eastern Europe, namely post-Soviet Russia,
encouraged the global expansion in the number of Skinheads.

The Skinhead movement in the Russian Federation originated in the
early 1990s, in a time of chaos and scarcity surrounding Gorbachev's reform
attempts and the disintegration of the USSR. The first skinheads stood out in
1992 in the magazine I'log HOAB (Below Zero) in Moscow, a true veteran of
the skin press, the first magazine writing about the customs, traditions,
subculture of the movement, as well as the special musical direction of white
rock style.3”0 In September 1993, President Boris Yeltsin issued an order to
bomb the parliament building and to protest the dissolution of parliament,
all of which constituted violence as a political expression for the Skinheads.

368 Jack Moore, “Skinheads Shaved for Battle: A Cultural History of American Skinheads”,
London: Popular Press, 1994, p. 30.

369 Klaus Farin, “Skinhead: A Way of Life: Eine Jugendbewegung stellt sich selbst dar” Berlin:
Archiv der Jugendkulturen/Thomas Tilsner, 2005, p. 6.

370 Boagumup  benukos, «BpUTOronoBble», «KypHas MOCKOBCKMX W POCCUIACKMX
OGpPUTOroNoBbIX, HACTOSILUMIA BeTepaH CKWH-NMPECCHl, MepBblA XXypHan, MULIYLWMA 06
06blyasx, Tpaauumsx, CYOKynbType ABWXEHUS, a TakXke 06 0CO60M My3blKaSlbHOM
nanpasneHun ctunsa (OM) 6enoro pokav, https://pub.wikireading.ru/120060 accessed in
08.05.2024.
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A more notable example was the Chechen war, which resulted in a state of
emergency in Moscow and the arrest and expulsion of 10,000 persons with
Caucasian features, creating an environment of ethnic cleansing. All these
events contributed to the Skinhead movement becoming a phenomenon in a
relatively short period.

According to Tarasov, in a few weeks, these incidents propelled the
skinhead movement to new heights.”! During the first Chechen War
(December 1994-May 1996), not only did the authorities fail to oppose racial
speech and brutality, but skinhead groups frequently believed that law
enforcement agencies implicitly endorsed their conduct.?”

Just as England is characterised by economic problems, lack of jobs,
and inadequate housing, especially for the young, Russia in the 1990s formed
itself precisely around these problems, generating a growth that, while
initially sluggish, accelerated quickly. There is a significant difference
between the first and second waves of the formation of the Skinheads
movement; for example, the second fosters brotherhood among group
members, whilst the first promotes xenophobic, racist sentiments. The first
encourages trust, whereas the second fosters distrust, hostility, and
aggression. The basic facts of Russian Skinheads lay forth the fundamental
criteria for good Nazi-Skinhead behaviour and are supposed to govern not
only the social but also the interpersonal practices of active skinhead groups.

For the vast majority of skinheads on Russian Federation territory, a
skinhead is defined as an individual who convincingly displays aggression
towards foreigners, particularly immigrants who came to Russia in search of
work following the disintegration of the USSR, and who has the task of
inhibiting any interaction between a white (a Russian) and a non-Russian.
As previously said, the Skinheads movement in Russia has adopted the
image of the Skinheads movement in the West as portrayed in the media and
films in terms of fashion style, but philosophy and speeches have been
tailored to the actions and events unique to post-Soviet Russia.

371 Alexandr Tarasov, “MopoxzeHve pedopm : 6pUTOronoBble, OHKU CKuHxedy”, CBo6ogHas
mycsb, Vol. XXI, No.4, pp.39.
372 |bidem, p. 43.
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In Russia, the Skinheads movement has developed in various
branches:
1. It entails essentially replicating the Skinheads movement in the West
(the United Kingdom and America).
2. It entails an innovative development, more specific to the concerns of
Russia concerning the transition process towards a three-level

organised democracy (universal, local, and individual).

The universal

level

The local level

The individual level

lllustration 3: Development levels of the Skinheads movement

The first level, the universal one, evaluates young individuals who
develop their life tactics targeted not just at personal accomplishment, but
also at standing out from their peers. Such actions are influenced by a variety
of factors, including family, various political affiliations, and the cultural
landscape, and they are carried out and motivated, in particular, by the
desire of these members to be free of a particular location. This level is
understandable because it demonstrates the organisation's ambition to
exceed the constraints given by the location.

The second level, the local, the Skinheads formed a circle of solidarity
among members from similar backgrounds, and they only pursued personal
interests. With the turbulence and destabilisation of the late 1990s, Skinheads
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began to expand in number and activity. The landscape at the time enabled
them to generate terror, particularly among immigrants.

The third level, the individual, the Skinheads instilled a sense of self-
overcoming in response to the daily denial of social rights they experienced,
while also highlighting the social inequities that existed in Russia during the
1990s. Understanding the Skinheads' existence and survival tactics is critical
in determining the motivations behind the attacks and hate crimes. The so-
called 3aas (hall) sports halls in the basements of various buildings are where
this movement originated, and they serve as the primary meeting location
for Skinheads. This component encompasses the last two levels: local and
individual, because it gives a private area in which participants of this
movement can prepare individually to deal with tasks.

The last wave of development in this movement came from the
Vorkuta area, where young people connected with others who were already
members and used the Internet. The Vorkuta group had no ideology; it was
simply a group that represented the members' social relationships.

The Skinhead movement in Russia is divided into five age categories.
Their acts contradict this point of view:

N\ N\
Old Skinheads Youngsters
Ctapblie ckuHxefbl Manonetku
J J
e N ™
Fashionists
CTtapwaku
— MogHunku
. J/ J
4 I\
Young growth
MonogaHsik
o\l J

lllustration 4: The hierarchy of the Russian Skinheads

156



The Russian Skinheads Phenomenon: voices of the de-democratisation process

The Skinheads movement has a well-established organisation among
its members, who are divided into age divisions. The first category is very
limited in comparison to the overall movement, with an average age of over
20 years. They are believed to be the most knowledgeable about the Skinhead
movement's ideology, values, and practices, and they serve as the primary
guides for the other, smaller members. Each member of this age group has
had an experience ranging from 3-5 years to 10 years in which they learnt
movement habits and developed a movement lifestyle that adheres to all
orders and principles.?”? Interrupting such work among members is
prohibited, as is transitioning from one movement to another and then
returning to the previous movement. They must be a Skinhead committed to
the primary movement for life. This category is at the heart of the Skinhead
movement; it includes trainers and individuals who bring the movement
together. Their primary responsibility is to encourage members to engage in
acts of violence and hatred.

The second type attends Skinhead demonstrations and meetings,
exhibits a strong political orientation toward authoritarianism, can support
the key points of the movement's political platform, and participates in
propaganda efforts. This category is closely associated with far-right parties
in Russia.?”

The third category, the young growth, includes people between the
ages of 14 and 16, who actively participate in Skinhead marches and other
meetings. Members of this category have a well-defined political stance and

can coherently articulate the key concepts of the Skinhead movement.?”

373 «Kaxablil U3 HUX UMeeT OnpeaenéHHbIN CTax NpebblBaHUA B ABUXEHUN CKUHXe[0B, OT
TpéX-l‘IﬂTVI A0 [AecATU neT, B TedYeHue KOTOPbIX OH AOJDKEH XWUTb U AeVICTBOBaTb,
cobniofas BCe MPUHLMNbI M 3anoBeAu CKUH-ABMXeHUs», «Mepapxua [BUXKeHUS
CKUHXEO0BY, AnbTpyunsm, 2000, https://altruism.ru/sengine.cgi/13/61/5/5/
6?page=&print=1%3E accessed in 09.05.2024.

374 «NOMUMO y4YacTusi B MUTKHrax, cxoakax u céopuiiax obnagatoT TBEPAON, AOCTATOUYHO
NMPOYHO CNOXMBLUEWCH MNONIMTUYECKON OpUEHTauueln, YMeKT He TONbKO CBSA3HO
M3M10XXNTb OCHOBHbIE MYHKTbI MOSIMTUYECKON NPOrpaMMbl CBOErO ABWXEHUS, HO U BeayT
arnTaumnoHHyo paboTy», «<Mepapxua ABMXEHUA CKMHXeAoB», AnbTpymaMm, 2000, https://
altruism.ru/sengine.cgi/13/61/5/5/6?page=&print=1%3E accessed on 09.05.2024.

375 «<aKTUBHO y4yacTBYHOLLME BO BCEBO3MOXHbIX HEOHALMCTCKUX MUTUHrax u coopuuiax,
cobupatolmecss B 6onblune rpynnbl. ATa KaTeropusa 6pUTOrosoBbIX o6nagaet 6onee
YETKO 0OPMIIEHHOIN MONIUTUYECKON OpUEHTaLMEN U YMEHNEM Boee U MeHee CBA3HO
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The fourth type is among the most numerous, with an average age of
12-14 years, who have no idea what it means to be a Skinhead but have
absorbed the most importance from Nazi symbols and racist behaviours.
Their actions are characterised by emulating their larger and more
experienced peers. This group of Skinheads wears Nazi emblems and other
outward symbols of the movement, such as the Celtic cross.’”®

Fashionists are a distinct type from the others we've discussed; their
key distinguishing feature is their utter lack of political affiliation. Participate
in other Skinheads' concerts and meetings, but do not conduct any heroic
acts that reflect the correct masculinity of the Skinheads members. This
category represents the image of the Skinhead subculture, particularly in
terms of clothing, which adheres to the subculture's representative uniform.

The great majority of members range from 15 to 20 people and are
developed within a local universe. This subculture, which emerged in
Russia, portrays different concentric circles, with individuals on the
periphery having a vague understanding of what is going on closer to the
centre. Their opinions range from the urge to assault and kill ethnic
minorities to the belief that Russia's hostility towards democracy only leads
to anarchy, a lack of, and other societal ills. Most Skinheads are so-called
Gopnik, who are combative, well-organised, and proud of their group's
attire. However, the most essential characteristic of all these categories is that
they constitute a sort of social protest, economic chaos, and all the negative
processes that have wrecked the country. And the expression of this social
protest often takes the form of completely terrible crimes against non-
Russians living on Russian soil.

In the decade 1993-1994, the breakdown of national identity, as well as

the vast number of immigrants from other Soviet states who came to Russia

W3NOXWUTb [NlaBHble MPUHUMMNbI OBWXKEHUs CKMHOB», |bidem, https://altruism.ru/
sengine.cgi/13/61/5/5/6?page=&print=1%3E accessed in 09.05.2024.

376 «<KOTOpbIE eLLE TOSIKOM He 3HatOT, YTO 3TO TaKoe — 6bITb HACTOSALLMM BPUTOr0NOBbIM, HO
yXe HaxBaTa/MCb HaUWUCTCKMX MWW PaACUCTCKUX JIO3YHIOB, YACHWIM HEKOTOpble
OCHOBHble HOPMbI NMOBEAEHMS, NPUCYLLME BPUTOrONOBbIM. Yalle BCero aTo NpoMcxoauT
npy NPsIMOM MoApaXaHUn CTaplmMm U 6osee OnbiTHbIM ToBapuliaM. dTa KaTeropus
aKTUBHO UCMOJIb3yeT BHELIHIO CUMBOJIMKY W aTPUBYTMKY ABUXEHUA CKUHOB —
KeNIbTCKMIN KPECT, HAaLUMUCTCKYIO CUMBOMMKY. XOTA HAaLO 3aMEeTUTb, YTO OAHOI0 e4UHOr0
ycTosiBLUErocsi obpasua YHUPOopMbl Ha CEroAHSALWHUIA MOMEHT He cyllecTByeT», Ibidem,
https://altruism.ru/sengine.cgi/13/61/5/5/6?page=&print=1%3E accessed in 09.05.2024.
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in pursuit of a better life, provided fuel for the fire for the emergence of
extremist forces, particularly the skinhead movement. The economic crisis of
the 1990s, the dissolution of the Soviet system, the transition from a leftist
ideology to one with an extremely fascist aspect, the use of state violence to
resolve conflicts, and the accelerated growth of hate crimes due to
immigrants and the poverty faced by most of the population all contributed
to the development of the Skinheads movement. In the 1990s, this movement
grew slowly and went largely unnoticed, being regarded in Russian society
as a strange phenomenon or a creation of the news media. It wasn't until the
mid-1990s that the first attacks, robberies, and hate crimes against non-
Russian immigrants began, and this social movement has evolved into a
political movement with a strong anti-government stance.

The Skinheads movement's ideas and principles remain rooted in the
past, specifically in the eras of Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union; the
political ideology that has grown around this movement is rooted in fascism;
and the movement evolved, intending to propose an ultra-nationalist

alternative to the 1990s situation.

3.2. Ideological features and influences on the 90s scene
in Russia

The ideological features of the Skinheads movement in Russia in the
1990s consist of several philosophical principles and ideas, but they lack a
coherent and merged ideology, which is why the ideologies that this
movement is accessing place them in a broader framework, that of
ideoscapes, which represents a combination of concepts to denote a specific
idea.’”” Therefore, we have a series of ideologies: ultra-nationalism, right-
wing extremism, fascism, neo-Nazism, antisemitism, nationalism, socialism,

national-socialism, racism and white supremacism. The dominant feature of

377 Roshan Gurung, “Ideoscape: The flow of idea”, Meaningful view, 2023, https://
www.meaningfulview.com/2023/01/globalization-ideoscape.html accessed in
09.05.20204.
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this movement is white supremacy, which is built on discourses of the global
movements of the white race, as well as influences from all the realms
mentioned. Political narratives within the group also contain strong tropes
of neo-Nazism, including extensive symbolic borrowing or reworking, and

are rooted in a central palingenetic myth that lies at the core of fascism.?”

3.2.1. Ultra-nationalism and right-wing extremism

With Vladimir Zhirinovsky's emergence into post-Soviet Russia's
political sphere, arguments arose that exposed the threat posed by ultra-
nationalist parties and far-right formations. They focused on the timing of
the emergence of anti-democratic forces. Specialists shifted between Italian
fascism and Nazism in an attempt to establish a clear description of far-right
parties' philosophy and political strategies in the context of the broader idea
of fascism during World War II. Roger Griffin’s distillation of fascism into
an ideal type of political ideology as a palingenetic form of populist ultra-
nationalism rooted in a core myth of the rebirth of a decadent national, racial,
imperial, or religious community and promising to replace gerontocracy,
mediocrity, and national weakness with youth, heroism, and national
greatness.’”” However, there is still some disagreement over the extent of
fascism fostered by these organisations and indeed the degree to which one
can trace a fascist tradition in Russia that could be mobilised for this
purpose.® Shenfield also noted that there is a unique branch of radical
Russian nationalism that is either fascist or on its way to being fascist.®!
Andreas Umland remarked that the rising post-Soviet political environment,
which includes parliamentary and extra-parliamentary parties, as well as a
growing uncivil society, raises the question of whether fascism is a

meaningful concept in this context.3s

378 Roger Griffin, “The Nature of Fascism”, New York: Routledge, 1991, p. 26.

379 |bidem, pp.32-39.

380 Stephen Shenfield, “Russian Fascism: Traditions, Tendencies, Movements”, New York:
M.E.Sharpe, 2001, p. 47.

381 |bidem, p. 50.

382 Andreas Umland, “Concepts of fascism in contemporary Russia and the West”, Political
Studies Review, Vol.3, No.1, 2005, p. 39.
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Moreover, with the advent of the Putin government in post-Soviet
Russia in the 2000s, he already had more authority than ultra-nationalist
parties such as Russian National Unity (RNE), the National Bolshevik Party
(NBP), and the Liberal Democracy Party of Russia (LDPR). Although they
drastically diminished these groups' support, the philosophy they promoted
continued by bringing ideologues like Alexandr Dugin, a former NBP
member, into the presidential administration. The question remains: where
does the Skinhead movement fit into the ideological scenery? Over the years,
academics who have studied this movement feel that this question will
ultimately remain unanswered. Kurti points out in his attempt to understand
the ideology of this phenomenon among young people that in Russia, where
extreme nationalist parties are legitimised, and the state is openly hostile to
minorities, all adolescent rage is directed into legitimate parliamentary and
state-level political organisations.® At the same time, the relationship
between the Skinhead movement and ultra-nationalist and far-right parties
remains unknown; their only political and social collaboration and
compatibility are with the Nashi youth movements, the Young Guard, and
We Go Together. The Skinhead youth movements have formed a stumbling
block for Russia's major political parties.

Tarasov made it evident that the skinhead subculture serves as the
reverse and sociological base of fascist and radical right-wing parties, despite
active relations between them being tenuous [...] since skinheads, who
cannot bear discipline and routine tasks, rarely survive long in formal
parties.®®* On the other hand, in contradiction, Mihai Varga stated that the

apparent political division of labour between skinheads (meting out

383 | aszI6 Kiirti, “The emergence of post-communist youth identities in Eastern Europe: from
communist youth, to skinheads, to national socialists and beyond”, Nation and Race: The
Developing Euro-American Racist Subculture, Boston: Northeastern University Press, 1998,
p. 195.

384 «CybKynbTypa CKUHXEAOB CNYXWUT 06paTHOW W COLMOSIOrMYyeckon 6ason pAans
dawmncTckMx M pagukanbHbiX MpaBbiX MapTUiA, HECMOTPSi Ha TO, YTO aKTUBHbIE
OTHOLUEHMS MeXJAYy HWMW cnabbl... TaK KaK CKMHXeAbl, KOTOPble He MOryT HecTu
OVCLMNIIVHY W BbINOMHATb PYTUHHbIE 3afa4K, PeAKO BbIXXMBAKOT A0/r0 B hopMasnbHbIX
napTus», Aleksandr Tarasov, “Skinheads ou naturel”, HenpukocHoseHHuii 3anac, Vol,5,N.7,
http://xeno.sova-center.ru/6BA2468/6BB41EE/BE04249 accessed in 10.05.20204.
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violence) and formal political organisations (shaping political agendas)
obscures a series of ways in which the two parts of the far-right scene are
engaged, among them direct involvement in violence by formal
organisations (RNE, the Slavic Union and the Freedom Party) support for
skinheads, the provision of ideological literature and the brokering of links
between different groups to form broad umbrella-type alliances a function
associated with the Movement against Illegal Immigration DPNI.3% As far
as I learned from a small number of Skinheads on VKontakte, I missed the
nuanced political commitment and relationship between them and another
ultra-nationalist or extreme party in Russia represented by Mihai Varga.
According to what I saw in their various groups, the Skinheads movement
remains autonomous. It is difficult to trace the Skinheads' relationship and
ideological commitment to other extremist parties because the Skinheads
have distanced themselves from them, claiming that there is no mutual
trust, only exploitation. But that doesn't mean the Skinheads movement is
untouched; Griffin believes that smaller, slightly less organised groups are
politically significant, whether they expand or not. Gryphon defined these
so-called groupuscules as intrinsically small political, frequently meta-
political, but never primarily party-political entities formed to pursue
palingenetic (revolutionary) ideological, organisational, or activist goals
with the ultimate goal of overcoming the decadence of the existing liberal
democratic system. Despite being completely constituted and autonomous,
they have low active memberships and little to no public awareness or
support.®¢

We can discuss the Skinhead movement as a group that has become
the primary instrument for the manifestation of post-Soviet nationalism, as
well as right-wing movements that emerge from embracing groups with a
specific style of clothing and culture that distinguishes them from other

extremist parties. Their relevance is seen at the individual level, as I have

385 Mihai Varga, “How political opportunities strengthen the far-right: understanding the rise
in far-right militancy in Russia”, Europe-Asia Studies, Vol.60, No.4, 2008, pp.568-570.

386 Roger Griffin, “From slime mould to rhizome: an introduction to the groupuscular right”,
Patterns of Prejudice, Vol.37, No.1, 2003, p. 30.
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discussed above, to offer a different aspect to feelings of hatred in a special
mission to do something about the problems caused by the chaos of the

1990s, a system regeneration.

3.2.2. Fascism and neo-Nazism

Fascism, or neo-Nazism, is one of the philosophies prominent in the
Skinhead movement. Nazi emblems and Hitler's visage have appeared on
Russian social networks throughout the years, and they performed the Nazi
salute, even though they do not want to be called fascists, nazis, or national
socialists. There is a fascination with Hitler because he imposed respect and
purified the race. One member of the Skinheads movement justifies their
interest in this ideology by stating that, “contrary to popular belief, Hitler
never relegated the Slavs to a third-class status. Mein Kampf states that the
Slavs appeared to me to be a more gifted race than the Germans. Friedrich
Nietzsche, from whom Hitler stole many ideas, also wrote this [...] the
inclusion of Slavic blood helped the Germans achieve their current level” 3
According to this assertion, the Slavs believed themselves members of the
Aryan race, as Dugin argued that Siberia was the birthplace of the Aryans.
The neo-Nazi movement that began in post-Soviet Russia is founded on the
idea of the upper Aryan race, which, along with immigrants who arrived in
Russia in search of work in the 1990s, felt threatened by the disorder of this
upper race. The worldview of neo-Nazis in the Skinheads movement is
closely tied to Slavic neopaganism (rodnovery). This religion is popular
among skinheads and frequently involves pagan rituals. Several Skinhead
groups were considered rodnovery, for example, Schlutz-88 and Combat
Terrorist Organisation of Nevograd (BTO). They had issued leaflets titled
“Paganism as the spiritual and moral underpinning of Russian national
socialism”, which were about building a new northern race and hunting

persons with non-Russian or non-Slavic appearances. For these parties

387 Hilary Pilkington, Elena Omelchenko, and Albina Garifzianova, “Russia’s Skinheads.
Exploring and rethinking subcultural lives”, New York: Routledge, 2010, p. 102.
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founded on the ideology of the Aryan race, Hitler was the key figure. On
April 20, the youth neo-Nazi National Front Party led by Ilia Lazarenko
commemorates Hitler's birthday. This group declared itself white and purely

Russian.

3.2.3. Anti-Semitism

Anti-Semitism is a further aspect of the Skinhead ideology. Anti-
Semitism is very relevant to the conduct of Skinhead members regarding
Russia's issues in the 1990s; they consider a conspiracy of the Jewish
community that lived on Russian Federation territory at the time, both
politically and socially. During the 1990s, antisemitism was a persistent
undercurrent and source of concern, as evidenced by freely accessible
antisemitic newspapers and other media, as well as street or popular
antisemitic behaviour.’®® The frequency of antisemitic incidents increased
dramatically following the 1998 Russian financial crisis, the ruble's
devaluation, and the resulting economic troubles that affected a large
segment of the general public.®®

Additionally, among the adherents of the Skinhead movement
circulated publications such as Adolf Hitler's Mein Kampf, The Protocols of the
Elders of Zion, The Protocols of the Soviet Wise Men written by Grigory Klimov,
Dezionization, and The Dispute about Zion by Douglas Reed.

3.2.4. Nationalism, socialism, and national socialism

The ideology of the Skinheads movement provides us with a
framework for identifying potential perpetrators for the situation of Russia

in the 1990s; yet the image of a new order constructed by Skinheads is

388 “Anti-Semitism in Russia. Russian disinformation and inspiration of anti-Semitism”, Info
OPS Polska, 2020, https://infoops.pl/anti-semitism-in-russia-russian-disinformation-and-
inspiration-of-anti-semitism/ accessed in 10.05.2024.

389 |bidem, https://infoops.pl/anti-semitism-in-russia-russian-disinformation-and-inspiration-
of-anti-semitism/ accessed in 10.05.2024.
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experiencing ruptures; the members refer to this process as national
socialism. The two sides, national and social, result in the necessity to
safeguard Russian society while also purifying it racially and ethnically. This
includes reducing the number of non-Russians, or those who do not blend
ethnically with the Russians. During this process, the slogan “the 14 words/
14 caoB”" was created to “make a better future for white children, our
children. Our idea is based on a soul inclination. You care about Russia; you
love Russia. But it's also a loathing, mixed up with a striving, a struggle not
for oneself, but for Russia's future. Our own lives have been impoverished
by the aggression of foreign invaders, and we must ensure that our children
do not suffer the same fate” *! Given the anti-Semitism and racism espoused
in this movement, the participants had various perspectives on nationhood
and nationalism. A party regards the nation only ethnically (Russia), while
others see Russia as part of a Eurasian empire where race and culture
provide opportunities to make a difference without resorting to racist
language. Shenfield asserted that contradictions between these beliefs are
common across the extreme nationalist political spectrum.*?> While neo-
Eurasianism theories talk about the symbiosis of cultures and religions
within the Eurasian space, Marlene Laruelle suggested that in practice,
many people support nationalism, openly espousing endogamy (Gumilev),
classifying peoples by spiritual races (Dugin), and rejecting
transcivilizational borrowings (Panarin).>* Laruelle continues and states
that, situates neo-Eurasianist ideology within a broader New Right neo-
racism which rejects the hierarchical ordering of races, as in classical

racism, but views different races understood in a cultural rather than

390 “General Hate Symbols”, Anti-Defamation League, 2007, https://www.adl.org/resources/
hate-symbol/14-words accessed in 12.05.2024.

391 Hilary Pilkington, Elena Omelchenko, and Albina Garifzianova, “Russia’s Skinheads.
Exploring and rethinking subcultural lives”, New York: Routledge, 2010, p. 105.

392 Stephen Shenfield, “Russian Fascism: Traditions, Tendencies, Movements”, New York:
M.E.Sharpe, 2001, p. 16.

393 Marlene Laruelle, “Russian Eurasianism: An Ideology of Empire”, Washington DC: Woodrow
Wilson Center Press, 2008, p. 212.
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biological sense as incommensurable, and thus rejects cultural mixing and

borrowing.3%

3.2.5. Racism and white supremacism

The racist repertoire defined in the Skinhead youth movement is
diverging from the young White Power Movement. Claims of ethnic
injustice, similar to the minoritization of whiteness in worldwide White
Power rhetoric, were especially common.*> Members of the Skinheads youth
movement emphasised that prejudice and violence against ethnic Russians
who stayed beyond Russia's borders after the fall of the USSR were less
widely publicised than hate crimes and attacks on immigrants. According to
Skinhead members, they argue that “If you say you're a Georgian, that's
great, but if you declare you're a Russian, you're considered an extremist.
Nobody is protesting against non-Russians as such, but rather against people
coming here and imposing their customs, religion, and rules.”?* Politically,
we can deduce from the ideologies emerging around the Skinheads
movement that an appeal is made to form a Russian separatist republic that
will bring together ethnic Russians who do not live on Russian territory,
given the multiethnic construction of post-Soviet Russia. In terms of this
racist repertory, the authors Hilary Pilkington and Albina Garifzianova's
focus groups (particularly the starshaki and old skinheads’ categories)
indicate that “to be convinced that this theory explained white racial
superiority, we distinguished between nationalities based on skin colour, for
example, Germans, English, Italians, and Spanish as different nationalities
but all constituting us whites, and for one white European to marry another
white European was perfectly acceptable, but racially mixed unions

394 |bidem, p. 213.

395 Les Back, “Wagner and power chords: skinheadism, white power music and the internet”,
Out of Whiteness: Color, Politics, and Culture, Chigaco: University of Chigaco Press, 2002,
p. 131.

3% Hilary Pilkington, Elena Omelchenko, and Albina Garifzianova, “Russia’s Skinheads.
Exploring and rethinking subcultural lives”, New York: Routledge, 2010, p. 106.
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endangered the nation because the offspring would be half-bloods.”*” All of
these racist reasons show that racism and white supremacy are the primary
driving forces behind the Skinhead movement. I feel that the ideology of the
Skinheads movement cannot be characterised by a single term because it
incorporates elements of each of the aforementioned ideologies. It's hard
enough to pinpoint the actual ideology within the Skinhead movement,
which some deem racist. Some claim true Skinheads members are racist.
"Nationalist slogans are employed to simplify topics so that the masses may
understand them; all skinhead leaders are racists. They aren't nationalists.
Why are slogans like Russia for Russians, Moscow for Muscovites popular?
Because the average human is incapable of grasping racial superiority. So,
get the immigrants out of there, which is why slogans that most people
comprehend are propagated. The vast majority of knowledgeable skinheads
share the same racist ideology.”**® I think that because the members of
Skinheads share a common ideology, this movement was not positioned in
a certain order on the political stage. They were recruited into Russia's right-
wing extremist groups, as well as other youth movements like Nashi. The
relationship between their ideological discourses and the visual portrayal of
propaganda items is linked to Nazism and fascism.

The most crucial point to remember is that the basic part of the
ideology inside the Skinhead movement is the tendency to appeal to an
enemy, accusing the Other (Westerners, the enemy) of the problems that
arose throughout the 1990s. The Skinheads movement continues to promote
what ours (nashi/aammm) mean, and the schism between ours and others
reinforces the notion of Slavic/Aryan superiority. We cannot characterise the
ideology of the Skinheads movement by referring to only one feature, but
the umbrella of terms that encompasses the ideology of this movement falls

within the spectrum of nationalism and xenophobia.

397 Hilary Pilkington, “Xenophobic Youth Groups in Vorkuta Russia: Skinheads”, Grupés Ir
Aplinkos, Issue 2, 2012, p. 193
398 Hilary Pilkington, Elena Omelchenko, and Albina Garifzianova, op.cit.,, p. 108.
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3.3. Dissemination of information (propaganda),
recruitment, and mobilisation

Ian Stuart Donaldson and the Skrewdriver band, noted for their far-
right ideas, played a key role in the establishment and expansion of the
Skinheads movement beginning in 1977. This was a key feature in re-reading
and mobilising only for political goals, which occurred through special
recruitment efforts, such as Rock against Communism (RAC) was the name
of white power rock concerts in the United Kingdom in the late 1970s and
early 1980s*” and White Power Noise Club, funded by the National Front of
the United Kingdom. Ian Stuart recognised and realised the potential for
music to connect racists all over the world in a transnational, centreless,
politico-cultural entity through lengthy tours with Skrewdriver and the
Blood and Honour group he founded in the mid-1980s.4® Skrewdriver's
production of a string of records on Rock-O-Rama Records, as well as the
establishment of a German chapter of Blood and Honour, were essential in
the formation of right-wing skinheads in Germany.!

Later, these meetings/concerts became the primary recruiting tool for
Skinheads and a key location for sharing information. According to Jack
Moore, in the early 1980s, some organised skinhead gangs shared the
xenophobic, racist, anti-Semitic, and homophobic views expressed by bands
such as Skrewdriver, and were actively recruited by organised racist groups,
most notably the White Aryan Resistance (WAR) movement.*> About the
Skinheads movement on Russian territory, right-wing extremist parties in

Russia were actively recruiting and cooperating with members of the

399 “Rock Against Communism: A Visual Database of Extremist Symbols, Logos and Tattoos”,
ADL. Anti-Defamation League, 2018, https://www.adl.org/resources/hate-symbol/rock-
against-communism accessed in 13.05.2024.

400 |es Back, “Wagner and power chords: skinheadism, white power music and the internet”,
Out of Whiteness: Color, Politics, and Culture, Chigaco: University of Chigaco Press, 2002,
p. 106.

401 Timothy Scott Brown, “Subcultures, pop music and politics: skinheads and Nazi Rock in
England and Germany”, Journal of Social History, Vol.38, No.1, 2004, p. 164.

402 Jack Moore, Skinheads Shaved for Battle: A Cultural History of American Skinheads,
Madison and London: Popular Press, 1993, p. 106.
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Skinheads movement. For example, Ilia Lazarenko's National Front Party is
believed to be the most active recruiter of members of the Skinheads
movement in Moscow, and from St. Petersburg, partnered with Skinheads,
the National-Republican Party.

Most Skinheads stayed in small groupings, unaffiliated with any
political party. In Moscow, there were approximately twenty skinhead
gangs, the more organised of which had a name, a leader, a regular
meeting place, and a structure that allowed rapid mobilisation for
participation in some kind of action. There were also several other major
skinhead groupings in Moscow, each with 100 to 150 members. Blood and
Honour- Russian branch, Hammer skins-Russia, and O0Obeannenue
Oopuragy 88 (Brigade Association 88) were created in 1998 when
approximately 100 skins from the beasin byagorn (White Bulldogs) and
Aedoproscknit Pponr (Lefortovo Front) merged.*® Marlene Laruelle
pointed out that, in the 1990s, many of the skinhead recruits appear to
have been street kids, schooled dropouts with no career prospects or
means of economic survival other than petty delinquency; in the 2000s,
the movement gentrified: recruits began to come largely from the middle
classes, and they no longer considered their enemies to be only foreigners;
they included cultural opponents such as punks, rappers, anarchists,
National Bolsheviks, alter-globalists, LGBTQ communities and so on.#*
Members of the Skinheads movement recruited from large cities had easy
access to other Skinheads in the West and were more intensively
politicised than those from Russia's remote districts. It is undeniably true
that the Internet has accelerated the global traffic in skinhead culture and
helped forge and sustain a trans local whiteness characterised by an ethos

of racial separation, and the fact that young people, despite their

403 «B MockBe 6blI0 TakxXe HECKOJIbKO APYruX KPYMHbiX rpyni CKUHXEAOB, Kaxjas n3
KOTOpbIX HacuyuTbiBana 100-150 uyneHoB kpoBb M YecTb-Poccuiickass BeTka, CKUHbI
Monotos-Poccusi, and O6beaunHeHne 6puragy 88 (Brigade Association 88) 6binn cosfaHbi
B 1998 roay, benbin byngorun n JlegpopToBckuii GPoHT».

Bsyecnae Jlnxaues, Hayncm B Pocuii, MockBsa: lNMaHopama LleHTp, 2002, cc.116-11..

404 Marlene Laruelle, Russian Nationalism. Imaginaries Doctrines, and Political Battlefield, New
York: Routledge, 2019, pp.164-165.
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territorial isolation, move and feel at home within this cyber culture
exemplifies its reach and ability to negotiate national and local
boundaries.®® As we can see, the Internet has enabled Skinhead members
to communicate effectively with one another and with people in the West.
According to Roger Griffin, the use of the Internet to create a type of
fantasy racial utopia in which racial ambitions, no matter how unrealistic,
may be depicted as a venue in which virtual communities rehearse their
specific mission while evading any sort of reality check.®

In addition to the Internet, Skinheads used television channels to
watch news and crime-related movies/serials. This racist renaissance and
murder-motivated attacks were inspired by these two major sources of
recruiting, particularly the Internet. Another recruitment strategy was the
Russian March, which has been held yearly since 2005. It was an
opportunity for various ultra-nationalist or far-right parties to acquire
Skinhead recruits, and the youth movement Nashi actively recruited such
people. The only political group in Russia that recruited members of the
Skinheads movement, they spent more time practising with this party
than any other, particularly with Poauna (Motherland). Some of the
Skinhead members said that Several people with ties to the NS movement
were members of the Rodina party during the most recent parliamentary
elections. And they were on the party lists. Therefore, all the skinheads
voted for the Rodina party. The websites even carried messages such as
vote for Rodina, they are our people, but then just a few days before the
parliamentary elections, the government insisted that these people be
removed or the party would be barred from competing, so the party had

to remove these people from its lists.*”

405 |es Back, “Wagner and power chords: skinheadism, white power music and the internet”,
Out of Whiteness: Color, Politics, and Culture, Chigaco: University of Chigaco Press 2002,
pp.110-130.

406 Roger Griffin, “From slime mould to rhizome: an introduction to the groupuscular right”,
Patterns of Prejudice, Vol.37, No.1, 2003, p. 45.

407 Hilary Pilkington, Elena Omelchenko, and Albina Garifzianova, “Russia’s Skinheads.
Exploring and rethinking subcultural lives”, New York: Routledge, 2010, p. 113.
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Despite Skinheads' aspirations for these extremist and ultra-
nationalist parties, they had their aspirations and plans in mind; most
Skinheads were not drawn to these parties, even though the Skinheads
wanted their assistance in preparing themselves to solve the problems
created by the 1990s without the involvement of political parties. Particularly
notable is the lack of considerable involvement with the National Bolshevik
Party, which appears to be the most similar to the organisation in terms of
social demographics (primarily youth), anti-system and counter-cultural
position, and ideological indeterminacy.**® According to Andreas Umland,
the attractiveness of ultra-nationalist organisations has been hampered by
image difficulties, which manifest as conflicts between their declared
doctrine and actual history, profile, or leadership.?® Andreas Umland,
representing the NBP party, emphasised the counter-cultural components of
Limonov's artistic biography and political activity, whereas the RNE focused
on the use of Nazi symbols.#® A more appropriate argument here is
Sokolov's, which shows that closer collaboration between the NBP, RNE, and
skinhead groups was impossible not due to ideological differences, but
because their political styles were incompatible, as evidenced by the
carefully orchestrated theatricality or symbolic nature of NBP actions would
be alien to the group of skinheads, while the paramilitary discipline of the
RNE would also be intolerable given the anti-authoritarian outlook of many

within the group.t!!

408 Stephen Shenfield, Russian Fascism: Traditions, Tendencies, Moveemnts, New York:
M.Sharpe, 2001, p. 190.

409 Andreas Umland, “Image dilemmas of the post-Soviet Russian extreme right: a
hermeneutic explanation of the stagnating performance of ultra-nationalist parties under
Yeltsin and Putin”, paper presented at National Identity in Twentieth-Century Eurasia
conference, New College, Oxford, 22-4 March 2009, p. 6.

410 [bidem.

411 Muxann Cokonos, «HaunoHan-6onweBUcTCKasi NapTus: Maeoforuyeckas eBoayumns m
NONOTUYECKUI CTUMbY», PyCCKMI HaLUnMoHaansMm: ngeonorus n Hactpoedme, Mockaa: COBA
YeHTp, 2006, c.143, «bonee TecHoe coTpyaHudectBo Mexay HBIM, PHE u rpynnamu
CKUHXeZ0B 6b110 HEBO3MOXHbIM He MU3-3a NAE0SIOrMYEeCKMX pasHOriacui, a NoToMy, Y4To
UX MOSNINTUYECKME CTUAN OblIM HECOBMECTMMbI, O YEM CBUAETENLCTBYET TLLATESIbHO
OpraHMsoBaHHas TeaTpasibHOCTb UK CUMBOJIMYECKMI XapakTep aencteun HBMM.»
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3.3.1. Dissemination of information

There are several newspapers and journals dedicated to disseminating
information about the work and ideology of the Skinhead movement.
Pyccxas 6oas (The Russian Will) had officially joined the National Socialist
Association; this publication was distributed in glossy magazine format and
included information on how to form your own NSO cell and the importance
of physical fitness, photographs of training in fighting without rules, an
interview with a skinhead, Hitler salutes, and an article about Hitler's car.41
Also, magazines such as Atheneum and Our Opinion. The Skinhead
movement's websites were the most numerous, but due to sanctions, many
of them are now blocked. The Skinhead websites were: Slavic Union, Unites
Slavic National-Socialist Forum, Russian Will, National-Socialist Front,
Combat-18 Russia, and Brangolf.#* Dmitry Demushkin administered the
Slavic Union website, which could be accessed from major Russian cities.
The United Slavic National-Socialist Forum and the National Socialist Front
were online forums for adherents of the Skinhead movement. Russian Will,
Combat-18. They have groups on VKontakte, but the messages are minimal
and have only a tiny racist tone. Brangolf was a website that supported
Skinheads' official religion, Paganism. All the above groups or websites
address racist messages and promote the white supremacist movement. The
Sova Centre also catalogues organisations that do not have an online
presence. Sova publishes monthly and annual reports mentioning Skinheads
and their publications.#* These were augmented with the works of
connected Russian academics, who, unlike the list of web radicals, focus
solely on skinhead gangs.#®> The Skinheads movement's smaller
organisations, which come from less accessible areas of Russia and have
limited access to the internet, produce and distribute their own journals and
periodicals locally.

412 Hilary Pilkington, Elena Omelchenko, and Albina Garifzianova, op.cit., p. 109.

413 Richard Arnold, Russian Nationalism and Ethnic Violence. Symbolic violence, lynching,
pogrom, and massacre, New York: Routledge, 2016, p. 59.

414 |bidem, p. 59.

415 BukTop LWHupenmaHb, Yuctuniwumkn mockoBckuit ynuy, MockBa: Hayka, 1994, «OHu
6blNM AONOJIHEHbI pa6oTaMK CBSI3aHHbIX PYCCKUX YYEHbIX, KOTOpble, B OT/WYME OT
CrucKa MHTepHeT-paZMKasoB, COCPeAoTOYEHbl UCKHOYNTENBHO Ha 6aHAaxX CKUHXeA0B.»
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3.3.2. The slogans

There are a few slogans that very effectively characterise the ideology
addressed by the Skinheads movement, for example: “MockBa aas
Mocksuueir” (Moscow for Muscovites). The message provided by this
phrase is comparable to the one I will analyse in this section of the paper, but
the most notorious is the slogan “Russia for the Russians.”

Russia for Russians / Poccust aas Pycckmx — it encompasses a wide
range of concepts from the nationalist rhetoric of the Skinheads movement.
The message communicated by this slogan suggests the exclusion of
individuals who do not fulfil the requirements of the white/Aryan race, i.e.,
non-Russians. The phrase is not new; it began in the nineteenth century
during the Tsarist Empire, and it has grown in popularity since then,
particularly among young people linked with neo-Nazi activities, ultra-
nationalist and right-wing extremist parties. The ideologist to whom this
statement is credited is unknown; nonetheless, it is suggested that it belongs
to a Black Hundred movement ideologist named Vladimir Gringmut,
General Mikhail Skobelev (1843-1882), or perhaps Tsar Alexander the Third
of Russia (1845-1894)*¢. Vladimir Gringmut certainly used this slogan for the
first time in his publications, attributing it to the Russian Monarchist Party.
He stated that "clearly sees that if Russia is left to the people of alien stock
and religion, and foreigners, not only will it not be the Autocracy, but Russia
itself.""”Alexander the Third asserted that "Russia should belong to
Russians, and all others dwelling on this land must respect and appreciate

this people."#'® The nineteenth-century nationalists fervently supported the

416 Anppei iBaHoB, Poccus anisi pycckux»: pro et contra. lNpaBble n HaynMoHanncTbl KoHya XIX
— Hayasa XX BB, 0 J103yHre pycckoro BoapoxaeHus, «TpagULMOHHO NPUHATO CYUTATb, YTO
cnoBocoyeTaHue «Poccus aAnA pycckux» BrnepBble 6bl10 03BYYEHO B LIApCTBOBaHWeE
MUmnepatopa AnekcaHgpa lll», https://rusk.ru/st.php?idar=174842 accessed in
15.05.2024.

417 Anppei MiBaHoB, «Poccusi ansi Pycckux. MNpaeble U HauMoHanucTbl KoHua XIX — Hayana
XXB», Pycckas nuHusi, 2007, «ACHO BMAMT, YTO ecnm Poccus 6yaeT ocTaBnieHa NoasMm
YYXKOrO MJIEMEHU U PENUTUK, @ ANS TeX, KTO BEPLUUT, TO He TOMbKO ByAeT aBTOKpaTUen,
HO 1 camoi Poccueii» » https://rusk.ru/st.php?idar=174842 accessed in 16.05.2024.

418 Anppei MiBaHoB, «Poccusi ansi Pycckux. MNpaeble U HauMoHanucTbl KoHua XIX — Hayana
XXB», Pycckas snwmHusa, 2007, » https://rusk.ru/st.php?idar=174842 accessed in
16.05.2024.
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idea that Russians deserved more rights than other nationalities because they
believed they laid the groundwork for an Empire, then a Great Power, and
they accused non-Russians of failing to be sufficiently grateful for the
empire's riches. The political parties that arose during the Russian
Revolution of 1905 made For the Russians their battle cry, yet were
determined to preserve one and unite Russia through the Russification of the
non-Russians.#"® The first hostile Other to be targeted was the Jews, and
“Russia for Russians” was soon augmented with the slogan “Beat up the Yids
and save Russia!”4

The slogan Russia for the Russians reappeared in the 1980s, when the
far-right Pamyat mother-movement organised the first placard marches,
including the phrase "Russia for the Russians.” With the commencement of
the Second Chechen War (1999-2009), an animosity against foreigners arose
on Russian Federation territory. I believe that the growing percentage of
supporters of this slogan between 1990 and 1999 was strongly tied to the
instability caused by an empire's disintegration and the increase in the
migrant wave from the Caucasus and Central Asia. The total number of its
supporters increased from 46% in 1998 to 58% in 2005.4! Skinheads
frequently use the term "Russians" to refer to ethnic Russians, preferably
with a Slavic facial appearance, rather than Russian nationals. This chant has
been a common theme at nationalist demonstrations during the annual

Unity Day holiday.*??> Victims of ethnic and racial violence reported hearing

«Poccua pomkHa npuHagnexaTb PYCCKUMM, U BCE, KTO XXMBET Ha 9TOW 3emrie, AOMKHbI
yBaXaTb U LEHUTb 3TOT HapoAa».

419 AHppei MiBaHoB, «Poccusi anst Pycckux. MNpaeble 1 HauMoHanucTbl KoHua XIX — Havana
XXB», Pycckas nuHus, 2007, «[TonuTudeckne napTun, BO3HUKLWINE BO BpemMs Pycckon
pesontouun 1905 ropa, caenanu Poccuto cBouM 60€BbIM KJIMYEM, HO 6bIN MOJHbI
PEeLUMMOCTU COXPaHUTb OAHY U eanHyto Poccuto yepes pycudukauuio Hepycckmx» https:/
/rusk.ru/st.php?idar=174842 accessed in 16.05.2024.

420 Eric Kaufmann, Rethinking Ethnicity: Majority Groups and Dominant Minorities, New York:
Routledge, 2004, pp.138-139.

421 Lev Gudkov, “Xenophobia: Past and Present”, Russia in Global Affairs, No.1, 2006.

422 Simone Schlindwein, “Neo-Nazis on the march in Moscow”, Spiegel, 2007, https://
www.spiegel.de/international/world/neo-nazis-on-the-march-in-moscow-we-russians-are-
part-of-the-white-race-a-515380.html accessed in 16.05.2024.
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slogans of "Russia for Russians" during attacks.*”* As an example, a group of

five Skinhead members attacked a Dagestani child near his school.

3.3.3. Propaganda

Members of the Skinheads movement typically distribute journals or
fliers to spread their ideals and ideologies. Skinhead members who deal with
movement propaganda print, distribute, and publish in forums or groups on
the Russian social networking site VKontakte. They have a wide range of
materials, from wall sheets to brochures with propagandistic content; photos
retrieved from the Internet include the Nazi Germany flag, different SS
emblems, and the Tsarist Empire's flag, symbols predominated 33 to 72
images followed by White Power images or slogans 13 images, while only 11
images might be categorised as Russian or Slav an seven were subcultural
skinhead images.** The brochures and other materials significantly help in
the promotion of Russian nationalism, and the slogans are anti-non-Russians
(anti-Caucasian, anti-Islamic, and anti-Semitic). Messages issued through
these channels urge the pycckne population (Russians on Russian territory,
as they are frequently referred to in President Yeltsin's speeches) or Slavs to
defend their homeland at all costs against immigrants or individuals with
non-Slavic characteristics. The set of propagandistic materials produced
within the Skinheads movement is a clear representation of the fact that,
through the messages sent, members of the Skinheads movement draw
attention to immigrants who invade Russia, work in various jobs, and are
frequently accused of selling drugs to Russian children. All of this is
comparable to the methods of propaganda utilised under the Nazi era; it
presents the people with a misleading image of the opponent.

423 Patrick Jackson, “Living with race hate in Russia”, BBC News, 2006, http://news.bbc.co.uk/
2/hi/europe/4737468.stm accessed in 16.05.2024.

424 Hilary Pilkington, Elena Omelchenko, and Albina Garifzianova, “Russia’s Skinheads.
Exploring and rethinking subcultural lives”, New York: Routledge, 2010, p. 138.
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lllustration 5: “Immigrant, this is not your country,
the owners here are Slavs!” Source: VKontakte
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lllustration 6: Global white power and Russian national symbols
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Propaganda materials contain a large amount of text that aims to incite
hatred in those who come into possession of them; it particularly promotes
hatred of Jews and Caucasians. The first image depicts an immigrant from
the Caucasus who came to Russia to look for work and is aggressive with
anyone who stands in his way. The text concludes with an anti-Islamic

metaphor, threatening that the half-moon and crescent would fly over the
Kremlin.#
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lllustration 7: Stickers used for propaganda purposes.

The four photographs are propagandistic materials for the Skinheads
movement and were shared on a VKontakte community dedicated to them.
The message of the image in Russian means: “For Russians! We will not give
Russia to the Caucasians! We must keep it for our children.” The second
image contains the following text: “Take it, you idiot! Caucasian, you visited
Russia as a guest, and visitors must return home.” The third image conveys
the following message: “Russia's honour is worth more than the Caucasians'
work.” The final image shows the following message: “Caucasian threat.
They came for our bread, money, women, and jobs. Will we tolerate new
Russians like this? Drive out the Caucasian occupants.” These images
provide a clear insight into Skinheads' reaction to immigrants, particularly
those from the Caucasus region, and that Russian territory is reserved for the
offspring of Russians. Messages highlight the significance of white

425 |bidem, p. 140.
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supremacy, which seeks to defend its land, and these depictions build a

distorted image of immigrants.
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lllustration 8: “Russians are coming! Russia for Russians and Moscow

for Muscovites!” Source: VKontakte

3.4. The destructive deeds of the Skinhead movement

In this subchapter, I will look at the term aktsiia, which refers to the
ethnic violence of Skinhead members that reached a high level in post-Soviet
Russia, notably in the 1990s, and compare it to the 2023 figures.

Regardless of the recruitment methods used (different meetings,
concerts, or the Internet), and even if ideologically several currents
(nationalism, fascism, etc.) that form the ideology of the movement are
combined, the members of this movement consider themselves Skinheads,
capable of hate-motivated attacks and murders, all of which are precursors to
the events that messed up Russia in the 1990s. They were and continue to feel
themselves responsible for restoring order through their competence and
capability to act (aktsiia). This word, which perfectly embodies the political
ideology of the Skinhead movement, can be explained in several ways:

1. Ywncrku (Purge)
2. 3auncrku (Cleaning out)
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CummeTpnunblil Hacuaue (symbolic violence)
Aunuesanue (Lynching)
ITorpom (Pogrom)

SN

Macakpy (Massacre)
These xenophobic crimes send diverse messages to victims, and each
type of violence targets different nationalities. For example:

Table 2: Axes of varieties of ethnic violence*2®

Scale of violence/targets
Few Many
Symbolic violence |Pogrom

Property | “cxartbcs!”/ “cower!” |“ocTtaButb!” /
Targets “Leave!”
Lynching Massacre/Purge/Cleaning out.
People “BecTun cebs!” / “nornbHyTb!"/ “perish!”

“behave!”

Below, I will detail with examples the four major categories of ethnic
violence. As shown in the chart above, there is a distinction: if some sorts of
violence do not harm individuals, they do cause damage to their property. If
we examine closely, the signals delivered to persons targeted by ethnic
violence are the same. Skinheads use the term "lynching" to describe any sort
of punishment that targets the data subject, not just murder. For example,
members of the Skinheads movement initially attack the property, but it is
critical that they also attack the victim to avoid resistance and potential
attacks from him. In the case of the victim, this is known as kauukn (is used
widely in everyday racist speech to refer to those of Armenian or of
undefined ethnic origin but presumed to be from the Caucasus region).*?
And the difference between the number of fatalities being fewer or higher;
for example, at a massacre carried out by members of the Skinhead
movement, the number of casualties ranges from 3 to 5. According to
Richard Arnold, the message of an attack on more than 10 individuals is
substantively different from one on three; therefore, grouping them is a

426 Richard Arnold, Russian Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict. Symbolic violence, lynching,
pogrom, and massacre, New York: Routledge, p. 8.

427 Hilary Pilkington, Elena Omelchenko, and Albina Garifzianova, “Russia’s Skinheads.
Exploring and rethinking subcultural lives”, New York: Routledge, 2010, p. 252.
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stretch; yet the gap in meaning between attacks on three and ten people is
not as big as that between two and three.#?8

According to the same author, symbolic violence destroys property if
it occurs in numerous places (synagogues, residences of ethnic victims).
Skinheads also assault victims and their places of sale at marketplaces; for
example, if four such places belong to the same ethnic group (Armenians,
Georgians, etc.), are in the same city, and are attacked on the same day,
Skinheads refer to this as a pogrom. The lynching and massacre have very
similar messages attached to them. For Skinheads, a massacre is more than
just killing the victims; it also includes rape and mass beatings. The data
below shows that between 2006 and 2009, xenophobic attacks of any kind
reached relatively high proportions, but nowadays, between 2023 and
February 2024, these types of xenophobic acts are much lower:

Table 3: Ethnic violence between 2001-2009 by type*?®

Year Symbolic violence Lynching Pogrom Massacre
2001 12 8 11 6
2002 38 49 18 12
2003 23 35 6 11
2004 21 53 8 13
2005 23 81 13 15
2006 21 73 14 20
2007 24 100 4 12
2008 17 117 5 10
2009 15 62 4 10
Total 194 578 83 109

For example, in 2001, the number of crimes committed against the
bodies of ethnic others accounted for 40% of all crimes against ethnic groups.
In 2006, the figure was 72.4%, presuming that crimes against the body are
more serious than those against property.®® Each type of ethnic violence
targets a certain ethnic group. Violence against Jews is most common

428 Richard Arnold, op.cit., p. 33.

429 |bidem, p. 34

430 Alexandr Verkhovsky and Galina Kozhenikova, “Anti-Semitism in Russia: January-
September 2006”, www.sova-center.ru/en/xenophobia/conference-papers/2006/10/
d9301/, accessed in 14.05.2024.
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because it is part of the Skinheads movement's basic ideology. According to
the Nazi period, Jews were accused of various acts that led to the
destabilisation of society, and even today, members of the Skinheads
movement accuse Jews of the chaos caused by the downfall of the USSR. The
Jewish people face symbolic violence, whereas the Caucasians face lynching
and pogroms, and the Roma population face massacre. As stated above,
lynching also targets African citizens. The following representation shows
the four categories of attacks on several categories of minorities (non-
Russian).

In connection with the vandalism produced by Skinhead members,
according to UCS] reports, fully 20 anti-Semitic signs which were posted in
public places in various cities of Russia between 2001 and 2006, bearing
demonic pictures of Jews and messages such as “Jews, return to your
homeland.”#' Over nearly a year, I developed many strategies using
statistics provided by the Moscow Sova Centre. I divided it into three parts:

hate-motivated attacks, murder, and xenophobic vandalism.

Hate-motivated attacks july-october 2023

LLLL

Jul-23 Aug-23 Sep-23 QOct-23

12

10

w
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B Hate-motivated attacks  ®Murder B Xenophobic vandalism

lllustration 9: “Hate-motivated attacks from July to October 2023"

431 “Union of Councils of Former Soviet Jewry”, Bigotry Monitor, 2000-2009, https://
www.ucsj.org/ accessed in 14.05.2024.
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Hate-motivated attacks november 2023-february 2024
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lllustration 10: “Hate-motivated attacks from November 2023 to February 2024

Hate-motivated attacks march and april 2024
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B Hate-motivated attacks  ®Murder B Xenophobic vandalism
lllustration 11: “Hate-motivated attacks from March to April 2024"

There were 38 ethnic attacks between July and October 2023, including
about 10 acts of vandalism, and approximately 6 persons were killed as a
result. For example, on August 21, 2023, a Gabonese graduate of a
Yekaterinburg faculty was slain by stabbing in a pub, where a group of
Skinheads were performing a concert.
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Between November 2023 and February 2024, 54 ethnic incidents were
identified, with about six individuals killed and five acts of vandalism. For
example, the Moscow SOVA Centre was based on several videos posted on
the Telegram channel, where Skinheads members posted scenes of brutal
attacks by minorities in Central Asia and the Caucasus, as well as attacks on
non-Slavic-looking people. It is difficult to discuss these numbers from 2023-
2024 because of the sanctions imposed on Russia; we did not have access to
all the data about such attacks.

According to statistics reported by the SOVA Centre in Moscow
between March and April 2024, the number of hate crimes has doubled, with
the major reason being the terrorist attack on Crocus City Hall in Moscow.
Members of extremist and ultra-nationalist groups on Telegram explained
their activities, claiming that they perceived them as retaliation for the
terrorist assault. According to the Moscow SOVA Centre, the total number
of acts of far-right violence this month was approximately twice as high as
in the previous month.#32

The evidence presented with the help of statistics from 2000-2024
demonstrates that there are certain fluctuations in the crimes and ethnic
attacks of the Skinheads movement, which are, the years 1990-2000 have
resulted in the highest figures among the victims, because in my
consideration, the government at the time did not prioritise it, given the
economic and social climate at the time. The four action categories represent
each ethnic group that Skinhead members target. The figures depicted here
vividly demonstrate several sorts of violence. Jews are targeted by Skinheads
through systematic violence, African citizens through lynching, Caucasian
civilians through pogroms, and Roma by massacre. Skinheads consistently
utilise violence against a specific ethnic group.

Author Richard Arnold points out the thick theory of ethnic violence,
the so-called ethnic vigilantism. He asserted that five approaches described
that kind of violence, but taking the case study of the Skinheads movement,
I will focus on the categories that best fit the situation in Russia in the 1990s
and, in my opinion, led to such actions, namely: the modernisation approach
and cyclical approach.

432 “Russian Nationalism and Xenophobia in March 2024”, SOVA Research Center, https://
www.sova-center.ru/en/xenophobia/news-releases/2024/04/d47075/  accessed in
17.05.2024.
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The Modernisation approach - Emil Pain, a Russian ethnographer,
stated that disputes in the former Soviet Union are a result of modernisation
and the revelation of ethnic diversity; he utilised the notion of cultural
distance to explain the exodus of ethnic Russians from the union countries.**
According to research, the closer the ethnic gap between Russians and the
majority communities, the lower the rate of Russian emigration.* The fall of
Russia's communist system also brought a wave of modernisation and the
revelation of ethnic differences; while all Russians were present before the
disintegration, each was divided ethnically in the 1990s, resulting in a chasm
between Russians and non-Russians. Pain believed that cultural differences
limit the capacity for mutual adaptation to the presence of the Other,
particularly in the 1990s, and that the proliferation of stereotypes of
minorities, as well as the role of the media in instilling fear, leads to violent
behaviour.#> Furthermore, modernist theorists argue that throughout the
Tsarist Empire and the Soviet Union, the modernisation process had a
significant impact on the Russian economy and social infrastructure, which
were comparatively modernised. Modernisation theorists would argue that
the Soviet system had been its gravedigger, modernising society to the point
where it could no longer be constrained by the Soviet regime's authoritarian
carapace, the maturation of Soviet society had led to the democratic
revolution, but the nature of Soviet modernisation was highly ambivalent, as
was its relationship to democracy.** In Russia in the 1990s, democracy was
looking for a foundation, but what transpired was the establishment of a
roof-down democracy. Russia existed in two parallel universes at the same
time in the 1990s: one in a changing modern world, and the other in a world

433 |bidem, p. 45.

434 9mun ManH, STHONONTUYECKNI MaSITHUK: AUHAMWUKA U M3KaHM3Ma eTHOMOJINTUYECKNIA
lNpoyeccoB B [locTcoBuerckon Pocuii, MockBa: PAH, 2004, c.7, «CornacHo
nuccnefoBaHuio, YeM 60Jiblle 3THUYECKUN paspbiB MeXy PYCCKUMMU U 6O/bLUMHCTBOM
O6LLMH, TEM HUXE YPOBEHb PYCCKOWM aMUIrpaLnm».

435 9mun MaunH, STHONOUTUYECKNI MaAITHUK: AUHAMUKA U M3KaHM3Ma eTHOMOJINTUYECKUIA
lpouyeccos B lMoctcoBuetckon Pocuii, MockBa: PAH, 2004, cc.190-191, «KynbTypHble
pa3nunuusi orpaHMYMBaOT CMNOCOBHOCTb K B3aMMHOW afantauuv K NpucyTCTBUIO APYTuX,
ocobeHHO B 90-e rofbl, M YTO PpacrnpoCTPaHEHWe CTEepeoTUNOB B OTHOLUEHUU
MEHbLUMHCTB, @ TaKXe poJib CPeACTB MaccoBOW MHGOPMauUM B HarHeTaHWW cTpaxa
BeAYT K HaCU/IbCTBEHHOMY MOBEAEHMIO.»

436 Richard Sakwa, Russian Politics and Society, London, and New York: Routledge, 2008,
p. 455.
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of authoritarian mentalities dominated by those with Weimar syndrome and
nostalgic for communism.

The cyclical approach — Mark Beissinger argued that the disintegration
of the Soviet state could not have occurred without the effects of tidal
influences of one nationalism on another; as union republics claimed
sovereignty and independence, it encouraged others to do the same until the
impossible became the inevitable; the same logic can be applied to the use of
violence in these bids for independence, with later independence bids being
more lethal than earlier ones.*” In the previous chapter, I talked about a
cyclical nationalism that only leads back to the ideology of a great power,
such as the USSR. In the case of the Skinheads movement, while not all are
politically associated, they are attempting to destabilise the democracy that
was intended to be established in post-Soviet Russia because they see this
process of democratisation as a product of the decadent West.

As a result, when it comes to ethnic violence, we must take a thin and
thick approach, as the author Beissinger described it:

1. Thick approach - explains it in terms of the perpetrators' motivations
and subjective realities.
2. Thin approach - explain violence by referring to the forces that shape

a certain context, sometimes without using the concept of ethnicity.**

Beissinger, for example, alludes to the Skinheads' conduct on a
universal level, but other authors concentrate solely on the individual level.
We cannot declare that both types are correct because not all Skinheads are
politically active and aggressive; many have chosen this path solely for fun
and fashion. One of the primary obstacles that contributed to such a high
level of ethnic violence was the 1990s' economic problems, as well as the fact
that there was considerable rivalry for jobs. The Skinheads movement was
more active between 1990 and 1999, before Putin took power, because there
was a severe labour shortage, and people who relocated from other parts of
the USSR accepted low-wage jobs of any kind. The Skinheads movement is
mostly a reaction to market liberalisation, which encourages the migratory
flow of the workforce. This, in my opinion, is what led to ethnic violence
among immigrants as well as social animosity.

437 Mark Beissinger, Nationalist Mobilization and the Collapse of the Soviet State, New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2002, p. 272.
438 |bidem, p. 273.
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Richard Arnold proposed that the observed consequences of this line
of theorising would be that perpetrators of ethnic violence will use economic
rationales to justify their conduct, and that higher economic threats would
be met with the most violent reactions.*** Another reason for ethnic violence
is the Skinheads' belief in white supremacy. According to Berger and
Luckmann, otherness in this view is threatening since it contradicts
previously held community understandings and hence is subject to
annihilation.*® Direct provocation is a component of the thin approach of
ethnic violence. We can discuss how ethnic violence has nothing to do with
a person's ethnicity and is simply a reaction to external variables such as
ensuring protection. There is a typical table that explains some of the
characteristics of the Skinheads movement in terms of ethnic violence and
victim-dehumanising discourse.

Table 4: Coding guidelines and examples**'

Classification Guidelines Examples

Crime Criminal activity (coded |“Thieves”, “swindlers”,
according to imminence |“murderers”, “Zionist occupied
and nature of targets). government”, “Gypsy death

camp”, “drug dealers”

Dehumanizing Accusations of “Which one is the monkey?”,

rhetoric primitiveness, “Caucasians are less
comparison to animals. |intelligent.”

Economics Non-criminal behaviour | “They are stealing our jobs”,
that detracts from the “Armenians control the
economy of the country. |markets.”

Direct provocation | Commands to execute a | “Drive the YépHble (Black men)
particular sentence, from Kondropoga and other
idolization of violence, Russian cities”.
and photographs of
violent acts.

As we have seen thus far, ethnic violence is inextricably linked to
modern-day economic concerns formed by hate speech and, of course,
Skinheads' music, which we'll discuss later. According to Shenfield, the

439 Richard Arnold, Russian Nationalism and Ethnic Violence. Symbolic violence, lynching,
pogrom, and massacre, New York: Routledge, 2016, p. 55.

440 Peter Berger and Thomas Luckmann, The Social Construction of Reality: A Treatise in the
Sociology of Knowledge, New York: Anchor Doubleday, 1966, p.

441 Richard Arnold, op.cit., p. 63.
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question remains whether the appeal to violence is philosophically linked to
the evolution of a pre-modern era free of the humanistic, victim-centred
discourses of violence that characterise the modern era, or if it is a core
component of an intrinsically violent and destructive modernism.*? The
Skinhead movement is using ethnic violence not to conclusively reject
modernism, but to return to an early modern position, a period when Russia
was regarded a great power or the Nazi Germany. From this perspective,
members of the Skinheads movement agreed with Limonov and Dugin:
“they appear to agree with Eduard Limonov's defence and celebration of
violence in and of itself, as opposed to Aleksandr Dugin's more
philosophical argument for legitimising violence, which has been naturally
rejected by modern humanistic civilisation.”*#

The breadth and form of everyday xenophobia, and its infiltration of
public discourse in post-Soviet Russia, are widely documented.** According
to VTsIOM, the growth of xenophobia in the population began in 1989, when
approximately 20% of the Soviet population expressed xenophobic attitudes,
with 6 to 12% potentially aggressively xenophobic. By 1990, the proportion
of the population expressing ethnic antipathies had risen to 35 to 40%, with
ethnic negativism centred on negative attitudes towards people from the
Caucasus region and gipsies.*> Mutual ethnic and national hostility in
Russia continued to rise until 1996, then fell slightly in 1997 before rising
again after the 1998 financial crisis. Now, more than half of Russians
consistently share ethno-xenophobic sentiments. Political groups, most

notably Rodina and DPNI, have successfully combined elements of social

442 Stephan Shenfield, Russin Fascism: Traditions, Tendencies, Movements, New York and
London: M.Sharpe, 2001, p. 195.

443 |bidem, p. 206.

444 AnekcaHap BepkoBckui, LjeHa HeHaBUCTU: HayMoHaan3M B Pocuii u npoTusogencTemne
pacuctckum npectynneHusiM, Mockea: Coea LeHTtp, 2005, «lWupota u dopma
noBceAHEeBHOW KCeHoho6MM 1 ee MPOHUKHOBEHME B 06LLLECTBO B MOCTCOBETCKOW Poccun
XOPOLUO 3a[,0KYMEHTUPOBaHbI.»

445 Nle l'ygkoB, HeratusHas upeHTu4yHocTb, MockBa: HoBoe JlutepatypHoe O6opeHue,
BTcOM-A, «pocT kceHohobmmM cpean HaceneHns Havancs B 1989 roay, korga npumMepHo
20% HaceneHusi CoBeTckoro Coto3a Bblpakanu KceHopobCcKMe HacTpoeHus:, a oT 6 Ao
12% - noTeHumanbHO arpeccuBHyto KceHodoburo. K 1990 rogy pons HaceneHus,
NPOABAIOWErO0 3THUYECKYIO aHTunaTuio, coctasnsana 35-40%, npuyemM 3THUYECKUMA
HeraTMBmMaM 6bis1 CBA3aH C HEraTUBHbIM OTHOLLUEHMEM K BbiXoALamM M3 KaBKascKoro
pervoHa u ublraHamy.
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populism with the exploitation of ethnic xenophobia to mobilise widespread

anti-migrant sentiments.#4¢

3.4.1. What caused the increase in xenophobic feelings
among these young individuals in the Skinheads movement?

The youngest generation (16 to 25 years old) has a higher level of ethnic
intolerance, and their xenophobia is more extreme. Specialists such as
Gudkov believe that the loss of the status of high power contributed to such
feelings; however, he also states that the main issue is not the loss of this
status and national identity, but how the strategies aimed at managing the
crisis caused by the dissolution of the USSR were implemented, and how the
term russkie was used by evoking the past, national values, and symbols. In
terms of explaining the rise of fascism, Leonova stated that the data refute
the hypothesis that the most educated segments of the population show
greater support for modern ideas and principles, and that, on the contrary,
the most socially and economically active segments of the population are
more likely to express intolerant attitudes towards other nationalities.*”

Research of xenophobic behaviour among Skinheads members is
required to show that "circumspection and hostility towards others have
become an underlying element of everyday life and have no direct relation
to any real interethnic relations and competition."#® The analysis presented
in this chapter provides an overview of the traits and racial messages
associated with the Skinhead movement. Members of the Skinheads

446 AnekcaHap BepkoBckui, LjeHa HeHaBUCTU: HauMoHaan3M B Pocuii u npoTusogencTemne
pacuctckum npectynaeHnsam, Mockea: Cosa LieHTp, 2005, ¢.96, «<B3anmMHas aTHUYecKas
W HaumoHasbHas Bpaxae6HocTb B Poccum npogosmkana pactn go 1996 ropa, 3atem
HEeCKONbKO cHuaunacb B 1997 roay, a 3aTeM BHOBb BO3pocifia nocse ¢puMHaHCOBOro
Kpuauca 1998 roga. CeroaHsa 60see NosIOBMHbI POCCUSIH NOCNeA0BaTENIbHO pa3fensitoT
9THO-KceHohob6CcKMe vyBCTBa. MonuTnueckue rpynnbl, npexae Bcero PoguHa n AMHNY,
YCMELUHO COYETalOT 3NIEMEHTbI COLMANbHOro NoNyaMamMa C aKcrsyataumnein aTHUYECKOM
KceHohobun Aans Mo6bunu3auum LUMPOKO PacrpoCTPaHeHHbIX aHTUMMUIPAHTCKUX
HACTPOEHUN.»

447 Anastassia Leonova, “Electoral choice, cultural capital, and xenophobic attitudes in Russia,
1994-2006", in M.Laruelle (ed.), Russian Nationalism and the National Reassertion of
Russia, London and New York: Routledge, 2009, p. 146.

448 |bidem, p. 153.
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movement employ different terminology and types of violence depending
on their ethnic group. For instance, xaumkmu, Heaeraaslit, 4épHsle and
Hepycckue these are terms that target people of colour and those who come
from the Caucasus (Armenians, Komi, Muslims, and Jews), More blatantly
racist language, such as blacks and whites, are used to reject nationalism
theory and emphasise racism as the genuine ideology of skinhead.*°

3.5. The sound of hate: Neo-Nazi music

David Moore established a separation between visual and performing
style.#50
1. Visual style - Refers to the visual aspect of the overall style, such as
hairstyles, clothing, and tattoos.
2. Performative style - It refers to the types of activities in which
skinheads engage, such as fights and concerts.

Moore believes that the visual style is what distinguishes the Skinhead
movement. The visual component of style is important to a skinhead's
cultural world...visual style serves as the grammar of everyday contact for
members of these groups. Instead of a formalised organisation, skinheads
employ a visual style to organise their connections, identify friends and foes,
categorise social sorts, and announce their affiliation. Visual style is more
than a collection of garments that can be discarded at any time; it is an
attitude towards life shown via clothing and behaviour. Wearing a skinhead
visual style indicates a categorical hostility to the mainstream world.**
Performative style refers solely to implementing and promoting the visual
style of Skinhead members, which is the identity that defines the Skinhead
movement. Performative style is intertwined with the visual style of
Skinhead groups. According to David Moore, performative style is more

449 Hilary Pilkington, Elena Omelchenko, and Albina Garifzianova, “Russia’s Skinheads.
Exploring and rethinking subcultural lives”, New York: Routledge, 2010, p. 133.

450 David Moore, The Lads in Action: Social Process in an Urban Youth Subcultures, Aldershot:
Arena, 1994, p. 17.

451 |bidem, p. 36.
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than just a set of actions; it constitutes the identity of the Skinheads
movement and establishes specific boundaries for people who are not
members of this type of movement. Skinhead identity can be understood as
constituted through performative style activities.*2

In this section, I will examine this performative style concerning the
music it approaches, as well as the influence it has on both the performers
and the victims.

Blood and Honour and Hammerskin are two organisations that have
had a significant impact on performers' styles. They were involved in writing
music that affected the 1990s scene. The music of white power, as it is
sometimes referred to, entered the Skinhead movement in America and
England in the 1970s, as well as the Russian scene. For Skinheads members,
these are more than just music to listen to in their spare time; they include
messages that symbolise a philosophy of hatred and violence. With the rise
of the Skinheads movement's racist offshoot, they produced a white
supremacist variant of the skinhead-related rock genre dubbed Oi! (also
known as the purposeful euphemism Rock Against Communism or RAC).4

This kind of music grew fast in the late 1990s and early 2000s. Several
causes contributed to the growth: economic problems and the surge of
migrants have led to the growth of right-wing extremist movements. As a
result, the number of people distributing this type of music increased, and
the most effective way to distribute this music was the Internet. The Internet
played a significant role in the propagation and spread of white power
music, allowing purchasers of white power music to bypass traditional
channels of music distribution, channels that effectively locked white power
music out.#>

Skinheads saw these concerts as an important occasion in forming the

group's cohesiveness. Concerts organised by bands whose musical genre

452 Mary Jane Kehily and Anoop Nayak, “Gender undone subversion, regulation and
embodiment in the work of Judith Butler”, British Journal of Sociology of Education, Vol.27,
No.4, 2006, pp.460-461.

453 “The Sounds of Hate. The White Power Music Scene in the United States in 2012", ADL,
2016, https://www.adl.org/resources/report/sounds-hate accessed in 15.05.2024.

454 |bidem.
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was white supremacy rock are held in front of a relatively small audience,
consisting solely of members of such movements as Skinheads. The bands
chose their unique names to send a xenophobic message, firstly, inciting
animosity against foreigners (non-Russians). And the message
communicated by the lyrics promotes hatred and violence. Musical
preferences have long been associated with subcultural solidarity because
they allow people to feel like they belong to a community.*> Furthermore,
Hesmondhalgh stated that music remained a location for the expression of
group identity*¢, while Brown emphasised that for the Skinhead
movement, music has also been a source of conflict over subcultural
validity, as conventional reggae and ska tastes gave way to the more punk-
influenced Oi!4”

The most visible example of this white supremacist bands’
politicisation is Rock Against Communism (RAC), which eventually became
part of the socialist national black metal musical genre. On the local scene in
Russia, specialised literature presenting and analysing this type of music
receives little attention. According to Russian academic Vyacheslav
Likhachev, “a skinhead specialist in post-Soviet Russia, song lyrics play an
important role in the spread of skinhead ideology”.*® Among the most well-
known Nazi rock bands in post-Soviet Russia are: IlItypm (The Storm),
Pycckoe rerro (The Russian Getto, from 1997 this group has changed its
name to Koaospar/Swastika), beasie byaagorn (White bulldogs), Banaaa
(The Vandals), Assusnon (The Vision), and the band called Totenkopf from
Sankt Petersburg. The music created by these white supremacist rock bands
is recognised in Russia as kopposust metaaaa (Corrosion of Metal) From my

perspective, this moniker can also be translated as the metal that tears since

455 Simon Frith, Sound Effects: Youth, Leisure, and the Politics of Rock, 1983, London:
Constable, p. 215.

456 David Hesmondhalgh, “Subcultures, scenes, or tribes? None of the above”, Journal of Youth
Studies, Vol.8, No.1, 2005, p. 26.

457 Timothy Brown, “Subcultures, pop music and politics: skinheads and Nazi rock in England
and Germany”, Journal of Social History, Vol.38, No.1, 2004, p. 157.

458 «Bylyum cneumnanncToM no CKMHxeaam B NOCTCOBETCKOWM Poccuu, TEKCTbI MECEH UrpatoT
Ba)XHYHO pOJib B pacrnpoCTpaHeHUn MAEON0rMM CKUHXeA0B». Bauecnas Jinxaues, Hayucm
B Pocuii, MockBa: NMaHopama LleHTp, 2002, cc.113..
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the lyrics have a great impact on the listeners, and in these verses, the
influence of the philosophies mentioned above in the paper is mixed. The
bands' songs have a racist, fascist, and Nazi undertone, with the message
emphasising a war against invaders (immigrants, anyone without Slavic or
Aryan traits). According to academics studying the Skinhead movement, the
most listened to bands are Kolovrat (Swastika) and Terror. For example, one
of Kolovrat's songs is dedicated to the Russian nation, to the pride of national
identity: “I will cut open the rotten apple and /clean out everything rotten.
/We will do the same with Russia / and we will live freely. Pride in race and
nation/The taste of real struggle/We will win with this feeling/Knowing that
we are not slaves.”#” Another example is Russia's actual youth, which
emphasises the individual level previously discussed, and concentrates on
the individual in question: “We are the real youth/We bring the flame of
freedom to Europe/You can never kill the Spirit of Struggle/ the nations stood
up for the Last Battle.”4¢

According to an interview with a member of the Skinhead movement,
he stated that: “You could say that the music drew me into the movement...
How? Basically, in 2001, I went on a vacation to Orel and met a guy there...
who was listening to the band Kopoanmryrts...I started to listen to them. A
year later, I met up with him again and inquired what he was listening to
now, to which he replied Kolovrat. That's an NS group. I was already
interested in this...so after a few days, I went and asked him to shave my
head.”#¢! Music is one of the motors that brings these young people together,
and it serves as the focal point for their introduction into the Skinheads
movement. Most of the time, these musical genres are influenced by

skinhead ideology, a fondness for Russian paganism, and above all, the

459 Mpynna Konospar, «f paspexy rHunoe 1610Ko/Bblumily BCE, UTO CrHMNo/TOYHO TaK Xe
noctynum c¢ Poccueil/I 3axmBémM cBob6ogHo/MopAoCTb 3a pacy M Hauuwo/Bkyc
HacTosiLlen 60pb6bl/Mbl nobeanM ¢ 3TUM 4YyBCTBOM/3Haa 4TO He pabbi» https://
www.nomorelyrics.net/ru/song/9360.html accessed in 16.05.2024.

460 Mpynna KonoBpaT «3TO Mbl - HacTosiwas monofexb/Mbl HeceMm EBpone nnamsi
cBoboabl/Jyx Bopbbbl HUKOrga He ybbelwb/Ha MocnepgHeto BuTBy BCTanu Hapopbi»
https://www.nomorelyrics.net/ru/song/9360.html accessed in 16.05.2024.

461 Hilary Pilkington, Elena Omelchenko, and Albina Garifzianova, “Russia’s Skinheads.
Exploring and rethinking subcultural lives”, New York: Routledge, 2010, p. 81.
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Aryan concept. The rock of white supremacy intersects with the cultural and
political setting of the Skinhead movement. It is frequently regarded as a
stimulating topic for conversation and idea exchange among members.
According to Frith, music s rarely a cultural purpose in itself; rather, it serves
as a background for other activities.*? These bands routinely perform
performances in regions such as Vorkuta, generally in the House of Miners
or the House of Culture of one of the adjacent mining settlements, with local
and travelling groups, including foreign ones [...] Concerts were also used
to demonstrate subcultural identification, both visually and through active
involvement in slams and hostile behaviour towards members of other
subcultures.“® Music has a twofold purpose for members of the Skinheads
movement, first on an individual level and then on a local level. It combines
with the ideals addressed by the Skinheads movement, and such bands'
concerts serve as a means of recruiting new Skinheads.

On a global scale, participants of the Skinheads movement were
exposed to the music of Western neo-Nazi movements via the Internet.
Tarasov emphasized that “delegations of Nazi-skins from both the USA and
Europe have visited Russia on numerous occasions and brought with them
racist and Nazi audio and video materials and other Nazi paraphernalia,
while reliable channels for supplying Russia with Nazi symbolica and
literature have been established via the Baltic states.”4¢* It is undeniable that
the Internet has hastened the global spread of skinhead culture and
contributed to the formation and maintenance of a trans local whiteness

marked by a racial separation mentality.*> The Internet was how Skinheads

462 Simon Frith, Sound Effects: Youth, Leisure, and the Politics of Rock, London: Constable,
1983, p. 212.

463 Hilary Pilkington, Elena Omelchenko, and Albina Garifzianova, op.cit., p. 84.

464 «[lenerayuun HaUUCTCKUX WKYp Kak us CLUA, Tak n us EBponbl HEOLHOKpPaTHO noceLanm
Poccuto n Hecnu ¢ co6oit pacuMCTCKME UM HALMCTCKUe ayauo- U Buieomatepuanbl U
OPYryt0 HauMUCTCKYHO aTpubyTuKy, a TakXe HafeXHble KaHasbl cHabxeHusa Poccuu
HaLMCTCKON CUMMBOJIMKOW W NUTepaTypoinbbiiv cosfaHbl 4Yepe3 cTpaHbl Bantum»,
Aleksandr Tarasov, “Skinheads ou naturel”, HernpukocHoBeHHuii 3anac, Vol,5, N.7, http://
xeno.sova-center.ru/6BA24686BB41EE/BE04249 accessed in 16.05.20204.

465 |es Back, “Wagner and power chords: skinheadism, white power music and the internet,”
Out of Whiteness: Color, and Politics and Culture, Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2002, pp.110-130.
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communicated with each other. Back suggested the use of the Internet solely
for the building of a kind of fantasy racial utopia in which racial ambitions,
however impossible#¢, can be depicted at a pace at which virtual groups

practise their unique mission while evading any sort of reality check.4”

466 |_es Back, John Solomons, and Michael Keith, “Racism on the internet: mapping neo-fascist
subcultures in cyberspace”, Nation and Race: The Developing Euro-American Racist

Subcultures, Boston: Northeastern University Press, p. 86.
467 Roger Griffin, “From slime mould to rhizome: an introduction to the groupuscular right”,

Patterns of Prejudice, Vol.37, No.1, 2003, p. 45.
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Chapter V.

The Political Youth Movement Nashi:
the road to managed democracy

Under Putin, nationalism has become an increasingly important and
coordinated role in Russia; the Kremlin's approach to politics might be
described as controlled pluralism, and its approach to nationalism as
managed nationalism.*® The managed nationalism is grouped into three
distinct categories, which encompass the historical roots of the political
youth movement Nashi.

1. Tsarist Official nationality - it refers to the fact that the interests of the
state take precedence above the interests of the nation; this type aims
to unite a collective patriotic sentiment to establish the country's
internal equilibrium. This is most evident in the presidential
administration's statements in the Kremlin, which delineate the
stereotype of a gosudarstvennik (gosudarstvennik has two meanings
here: a supporter of state power, and a person who acts in the highest
interest of the state).* In the Russian Empire, a revolutionary but
amorphous youth opposition took precedence over the
institutionalisation of the proletarian class and the mass revolutionary
strikes of 1905, and the youth's organisational capacity increased only
marginally after the appearance of an organised working class, and the

468 | uke March, “Nationalism for Export? The Domestic and Foreign-Policy Implications of the
New Russian Idea”, Europe-Asia Studies, Vol.64, No.3, 2012, p. 5.

469 «CTOPOHHWK TBEPAOW TrOCY[APCTBEHHOW BRacTM / 4YenoBek, MbICAAWMA no-
rocyfapCTBeHHOMY, AEACTBYIOLMIA B BbICOKMX FOCYAapCTBEHHbIX MHTepecax», [paMoTa,
https://gramota.ru/meta/gosudarstvennik accessed in 24.05.2024.
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two social classes interacted in such a way that each influenced and

was influenced by the other.#® The Tsar's youth movements were

focused on overthrowing the Tsarist Empire, not on establishing a

communist dictatorship. The precursors of the Nashi youth movement

were similarly opposed to an autocratic system. However, from the
time of the Tsar, the strength/capacity of young people in the process
of altering a mindset has been acknowledged, and as a result, leaders
have exploited the youth for their interests. For example, the state-
funded Tsar Nicholas the Second's youth organisation, the

Amusement Forces (IToteriasrie).

2. Cultural nationalism - this category investigates the notion of
sustaining the historical and social components of the Russian people,
intending to establish a solidarity-based society.

3. Political nationalism - it covers the process of political and social
engagement. For example, Lenin's youth political movement, the
Komsomol (All-Union Leninist Communist League of Youth/
Bcecarosuniit Aennncknit Kommynncrmaecknit Coros Moaoaéxn), the
state empowers the movement to build an autonomous society while
being committed to the state authority.

Referring to the Nashi youth movement, we naturally analyse post-
Soviet Russia, particularly Russia under Putin's leadership. During this time,
the Russian state encompassed all three groups listed above. The first
category establishes the criteria under which the other two nationalisms
(cultural and political) gain autonomy. The Nashi youth movement
encompasses all these categories of nationalism, the members of this
movement did not directly experience these periods in Russian history
(Tsarist Empire and Soviet Union), their political and social identity has been
influenced by various factors such as books, films, and family or other
officials' stories, being at a young age they were easily influenced by these

470 Mpuropuin 3uHoBbeB, Uctona Poccuiicckoin KomMyHucTuyeckon MapTtum, JleHuHrpag:
locypapcTBeHHOe usaanenscTBo, 1925, ¢.76, «Bcsi uctopust 60MblueBM3Ma eCTb He YTO
WHOE, Kak 6opbba 3a BOMJIOLLEHME B XXWU3Hb UAEN rereMOHNM nponeTapuarta. HaunHas ¢
«[lpysen Hapopna», yepes «Bnepega» u «[ponetapuii» 1905. [1BnxeHne LWNpmMnoch, pocio,
W, BMECTe C TeM, CTyAeH4YecKas MOJoAeXb, OpOLIEeHHas N KasapMbl, 3axurana u 1am
WCKpbl HEJOBONbCTBA, BEAA NponaraHay cpeay apMun.»
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factors that contributed to their political formation, all this was fed by the
presidential administration, which organized camps (summer camps at
Seliger) and promised them important functions in politics and other
institutions. In addition to all these features, in this chapter, I will examine
the identity of this youth movement, which is based on three key aspects:

1. The legacy of goodwill amongst people has been preserved since the
era of Soviet Russia. For example, the reference to the friendship of
people stamped by the Soviet tradition of essentializing so-called
ethnic differences is combined with xenophobic statements against the
allegedly inappropriate behaviour of migrants towards Russian
culture. 4!

2. Supporting anti-fascist views; for example, the Nashi movement
declares itself anti-fascist and fights for the abolition of fascism. They
do not endorse the migrant violence performed by the other Skinhead
youth organisation, but they also engage in anti-migration marches.

3. The concept of the Great Patriotic War, members of the Nashi
movement promote the concept of Soviet nostalgia; the vast majority
of the projects they implement and run within the movement involve
various commemoration activities, such as restoring soldier’s tombs
and war monuments, holding regular meetings with veterans, taking
memorial trips to the sites of major battles, and so on.*”

Throughout this chapter, I will examine the Nashi youth movement
through the ideals that it targets, including patriotism and nationalism. The
Nashi movement is an example of astro-turfing (an action aimed at
concealing an organization's sponsor or sponsors activity that seeks to
disguise an organization's sponsor or sponsors to give the idea that members
(in the case of the Nashi movement, the kommissar in charge of
activities/activist leaders) sponsor and support the organisation, rather than

someone else). The Nashi youth movement is also an example of managed

471 Marlene Laruelle, Russian Nationalism, Foreign Policy, and Identity Debates in Putin’s
Russia. New Ideological Patterns after the Orange Revolution, Stuttgart: Ibidem-Verlag,
2012, p. 89.

472 |bidem, p. 92.
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nationalism because the Kremlin supports the activities and “aggressive
actions of this organisation.”4”

I am going to examine the historical, political, and geopolitical
trajectory of the Nashi youth political movement that inspired its actions; in
short, this trajectory is divided into two parts: contentious politics (2005-
2008) and civil transfer during the Putin-Medvedev administration (2008-
2012). Two fundamental approaches underpin the establishment of this
movement, and I will explain all of this throughout this chapter:

e Street approach (sovereign democracy promotion and the protests, for
example, the Bronze Soldier Crisis).
¢ Projects-megaprojects approach: Our Houses, Run with Me, Piggies

Against (campaign against expired products in stores), and Stop

Kham! (campaign against human trafficking and other illegal

activities).

Furthermore, I will analyse the propaganda utilised, particularly
during the events of the summer camp at Lake Seliger between 2005 and
2012, which discussed recruiting “exceptional” young people from both
Russia and outside, in tandem with the Ministry of Sport, Tourism, and
Youth Policy. Organised camps were somewhat like those of the Nazi
regime, and because the Nashi movement was extremely loyal to the state
and particularly loyal to President Putin, they were dubbed Putinjugend or
Hitlerjugend 2.0, especially given that a personality cult was formed around
Putin's image, as Hitler was described in the glory period as a Messiah who

saves the world, in this case the decadent West.

4.1. Description of the movement and its background

4.1.1. Explaining the name

The Nashi movement's name has long been discussed in Russia, with

the founders, Yakemenko and Surkov, giving it that name. Nashi was first

473 Armand Gosu, Putin obsesia imperiului, Bucuresti: Polirom, 2022, p. 31.
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used by journalist Alexander Nevzorov in 1991 as the title of his
documentary film, before the Nashi movement emerged. The documentary
was created to illustrate an incident that occurred in the city of Vilnius,
Lithuania (previously a member of the USSR), during which the Soviets
faced an unsettling reality: independence. Lithuania declared independence
from the USSR in the 1990s, becoming the first country to do so. The
journalist Nevzorov founded the Nashi movement to defend the Russian
population who remained outside the Russian border following the
disintegration of the USSR; however, due to the chaos that ensued, no one
backed this movement, and it swiftly disbanded. By the 2000s, I believe that
attention had shifted to an important principle for Russians: us versus them.
After the breakup, there were not all (brothers and sisters) of Russia, and
with the increase in the flow of immigrants and the numerous ethnic attacks,
movements, particularly youth movements, that supported this cleavage
between US and THEM gained momentum and support from the Kremlin.
When asked about the situation between US and THEM, a few members of
the Nashi movement had differing viewpoints, for example: “It's not just
supposed to be, there surely are! It was exactly because there are so many of
them that we decided to confront them. Others? Well, they are people who
want to harm Russia, move the country to the edge of chaos and
lawlessness.”4* Although in my opinion, this response seems to instigate
hatred and violence when it comes to them (adversaries or foes), the Nashi
movement is not regarded as a violent (physical) movement based solely on
threats and propaganda. No data shows any acts of violence against anyone,
as there are in the Skinhead movement. Other members of the movement,
who were asked about this cleavage, believe that “well, no! It is just Vasya's
(Vasily Yakemenko) imagination. Apart from this, it's just a very proper

word, our, our own, dear, and home. It sounds good!”#> And others are

474 Oleg Belov, “Nashi versus Nazi: Anti-Fascist Activity as a Means of Mass Youth
Mobilization in Contemporary Russia”, Anthropology of East Europe Review, Vol.26, No.2,
2008, p. 54.

475 «Hy, HeT! 3To NpocTo Boo6paxkeHne Balum (Bacunusa AkeMeHKo). Kpome 3Toro - npocTo
OYeHb noAaxofsllee CNOBO Halle, Halle COBCTBEHHOE, [OPOroe U AOMOBOE. 3BYyuYuT
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claiming that “read our manifesto! If you do not agree with it, then you are
not one of us, but this does not mean you are an enemy of the people; that’s
your choice. If the manifesto does not contradict your principles, then you
are one of us, but this does not necessarily mean that you are obliged to join
our movement. Simply, you can agree or disagree.”#° In Russian grammar,
the word Nashi is a possessive pronoun, plural for all genders, and is only
declined in the nominative case to indicate who is acting. The Nashi
movement is defined as a person who belongs to our community and acts
following the movement's demands and goals.

The Political Youth Movement Nashi (MoaoaéxHoe geMOKpaTidecKoe
anTudammcrckoe  asyokenne Harmmm/Youth  Democratic  Anti-Fascist
Movement Ours!) in Russia is characterised as a component of a long legacy
of youth organisations financially supported by the state; it is analogous to
the youth movement Amusement Army (IToremnsie) of Tsarist Russia, the
Komsomol of Soviet Russia, and Walking Together (Mayme Bmecrte) of
contemporary Russia. It is an organisation established and funded by the
Kremlin to support and promote the state's objectives. The Nashi Movement
had no power over policies and practices aimed at the purposes of
presidential administration; it was just an easily influenced tool for the state
to attain its objectives. Nashi was a government-organized non-
governmental organisation (GONGO) rather than an independent NGO.#””
The most important contact between the Nashi movement and the state is
the originator of this movement, Vasily Yakemenko, an important person in
Putin's presidential administration. He also formed the movement Walking
Together (Mayme Bmecre). The principal organisers of Nashi were Deputy
Chief of Staff and Presidential Aide Vladislav Surkov and Kremlin political

consultant Gleb Pavlovsky*® another top Kremlin founder and collaborator

Hennoxo!», «06ykHOBeHHbIN dhawmnam», Kommersant, 2005, http://www.inosmi.ru/stories/
01/05/29/2996/235818.html accessed in 02.06.2024

476 Oleg Belov, op.cit., pp.54-55.

477 Charles Hauss, Comparative Politics — Domestic Responses to Global Challenges, Ninth
Edition, Stanford: Cengage Learning, 2015, p. 244.

478 Wallter Laqueur, Putinism: Russia and Its Future with the West, New York: St. Martin's Press,
2015, p. 230.
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is Vladislav Surkov, also regarded as President Putin's ideologist. Their
meetings before the formation of the Nashi youth political movement were
pro-Russian, nationalist-patriotic, and frequently anti-Western or anti-
liberal. During the meeting and subsequent street demonstrations, young
people took to the streets to support these acts, heralding the beginning of
this youth movement in the spring of 2005.

The Nashi movement began its political course as a patriotic
movement that encouraged support for the Kremlin at a turbulent time: the
severe political issues that arose shortly after the Orange Revolution, when
many opposition movements arose. The Orange Revolution was a moment
when the vast majority of young people with opposing political views
gathered, with the Nashi political movement attracting approximately
50,000 young people and Kremlin sympathisers.

There are four causes behind the creation of the youth movement
Nashi:

1. The fundamental reason is an aversion to the idea that the Orange
Revolution may expand to Russian territory. This dread of overturning
the Kremlin regime, that the opposition may not be able to win
elections. Given the context of the Orange Revolution, Oleg Belov
refers to the Nashi movement as a tool for suppressing the so-called
Orange Danger*”, political scientist Valerie Sperling identifies the
Nashi movement as a force that maintains the status quo to avert a
colour revolution*® and the authors, Maya Atwal and Edwin Bacon,
spotted the Nashi movement as a pro-regime force to be mobilised
against the opposition.*! According to these experts, the primary goal
of establishing this youth movement was to implant in other young

people a sense of anti-orange revolution to prevent the development

479 Oleg Belov, “Nashi versus Nazi: Anti-Fascist Activity as a Means of Mass Youth
Mobilization in Contemporary Russia”, Anthropology of East Europe Review, Vol.26, No.2,
2008, p. 49.

480 Valerie Sperling, “Nashi Devushki: Gender and Political Youth Activism in Putin's and
Medvedev's Russia”, Post-Soviet Affairs, Vol.28, No.2, 2012, p. 237.

481 Maya Atwal and Edwin Bacon, “The Youth Movement Nashi: Contentious Politics, Civil
Society, and Party Politics”, East European Politics, Vol.28, No.3, 2012, p. 256.
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of en masse mobilisation of the young population against the Kremlin.
The previous movement, Walking Together, was not prepared
politically or socially for such a campaign against the orange
confrontation; because it had very few members and had minimal
impact on the Russian youth of the 2000s; consequently, the movement
quickly disintegrated, giving way to the Nashi youth movement,
which had more power and influence among Russian youth.

2. The second reason to explain the Kremlin's decision to form the Nashi
movement is connected with national legislation No.122 FZ, or The
Law on Monetisation (Monetusanms), which was passed in August
2004.4%2 The law went into effect on January 1, 2005, and was a key
reflection of neoliberal ideals in Russia, resulting in considerable social
and economic consequences, particularly for veterans, disabled
persons, and retirees.*> The law proclaims that the state will no longer
provide certain advantages (free public transportation, free health
care, housing subsidies, and so on) to various social categories. Since
August 2005, the issued law has sparked a wave of street protests
across the Russian Federation. In addition, the protests received
widespread support; according to a public survey published by the
journal Monitoring O6mmectsernoro Muenns in May 2005, 70% of the
Russian populace had a positive opinion towards protestors, stating
that they either supported or understood their purpose.#

Given the decisions that supported the development of the Nashi youth

movement, it has been employed by government institutions in two ways:

482 Julie Hemment, “Soviet Style Neolibelarism? Nashi, Youth Voluntarism, and the
Restructuring of Social Welfare in Russia”, Problems of Post-Communism, Vol.56, No.6,
2009, p. 37.

483 Anastasia Alexandrova and Raymond Struyk, “Reform of In-Kind Benefits in Russia: High
Cost for a Small Gain”, Journal of European Social Policy, Vol.17, No.2, 2007, p. 155.

484 «NpOTECTbl MONYYMAN LUMPOKYHO MOALEPXKKY; COrfMacHoO ornpocy, Ony6JMKoBaHHOMY
»XypHanom Monitoring O6wecTBeHHOro MHeHus, B mae 2005 roga 70% poccusiH umenm
NOJNOXMWTENBHOE OTHOLLUEHWE K MPOTECTYIOLMM, 3asiBUB, YTO OHWU MO0 MOAAEPXKMBALOT,
NM60 NOHUMAIOT uX Lenby», I0puii JleBaga, Mujem yenoBeka. CoLymonorndeckmne o4epku
2000-2005, MockBa: Hosas UapaTtenbcTBo, 2005, c.4.
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1. Working in collaboration with official social welfare organisations, the
Nashi movement organised public campaigns to support the needy
and destitute, the majority of whom were casualties of recent
neoliberal transformations.*> For instance, Nashi members used to
visit war veterans and support them with various household tasks
such as cleaning, grocery shopping, consulting the doctor, and
cooking. The intention of these actions was quite simple: these more
vulnerable social categories, victims of monetisation, depended on the
help of these state-controlled organisations, like Nashi, to be able to
cope with everyday activities and needs, so it was quite easy for Nashi
members to gain their trust and loyalty to the presidential
administrations of these vulnerable people. This means that the
Russian advocate of neoliberal reform would, ironically, gain support
from the reform's victims thanks to Nashi's function of mitigating the
reform's impacts.°

2. The creation of the Nashi movement, both in terms of street policy and
civic actions carried out by them, may diminish the actions of other
organisations that do not have as much state or opposition support,
because the much larger Nashi movement would divert attention
away from such actions and the other organisations would not have as
much momentum to manifest them. For example, the Nashi movement
has received extensive media coverage since its inception. They were
extremely popular, appearing on all television stations, and posters
and brochures were distributed throughout Russia. Both presidents,
Medvedev and Putin, were present in the camp near Lake Seliger.

3. The third reason for the formation of the Nashi youth movement was
to promote nepotism to ensure allegiance to the Kremlin. Consistent
with this purpose, the Nashi movement was founded as a de facto

recruitment agency with strong ties to the Kremlin regime. The Nashi

485 Julie Hemment, “Soviet Style Neolibelarism? Nashi, Youth Voluntarism, and the
Restructuring of Social Welfare in Russia”, Problems of Post-Communism, Vol.56, No.6,
2009, p. 37.

486 |hidem.
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movement has accomplished this in the following ways, for instance,
Gazprom officials chose internship candidates at Nashi's summer
camps*”’ federal ministries, the presidential administration, regional
governments, and state-owned television channels all hired many
Nashi trainees, and some Nashi members went on to become
parliamentary deputies for the ruling party, United Russia.*s®
Furthermore, the Nashi kommissars were viewed as intermediaries for
potential members and the presidential administration, or among
businessmen. Those who wished to be members of this movement
were offered an informal relationship with the ruling class. Hundreds
of Nashi activists' projects got funding from the government through
these channels and networks.*® Kommissars and other high-ranking
members of the Nashi movement were paid to participate in numerous
camps, trainings, and events. Many young individuals have decided
to be a part of this movement because of the perks, money, and
potential advancement in their political careers, all of which support
the nepotistic practices.

4. The fourth reason that forms the basis for the creation of the Nashi
movement is strongly linked with Russian foreign policy. Aside from
the main reasons for the formation of this movement, I think that the
Nashi movement was intended to be a (private) organisation that
mirrored the Russian state's foreign policy. Nevertheless, the Nashi
movement's task was limited to ensuring the successful execution of
foreign policy programmes intended for young people approved by
the presidential administration. When a few members of the Nashi
movement attempted to break through the barriers imposed by the

presidential administration and gain some autonomy from the state,

487 Anselm Walderman, “The Nashi Movement: Russian Youth and the Putin Cult”, Spiegel
Online, 2007, https://www.spiegel.de/international/world/the-nashi-movement-russian-
youth-and-the-putin-cult-a-514891.html accessed in 04.06.2024.

488 Maya Atwal and Edwin Bacon, “The Youth Movement Nashi: Contentious Politics, Civil
Society, and Party Politics”, East European Politics, Vol.28, No.3, p. 256.

489 lvo Mijnssen, The Quest for an Ideal Youth in Putin’s Russia | Back to the Future! History,
Modernity, and Patriotism according to Nashi, 2005-2013, Germany: ibidem-Verlag, 2014,
p. 92.
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they wanted to implement projects and activities free of government
influence. The pre-independence administration had significantly
reduced its revenue for the movement to the point where it couldn't
organise various activities, and the movement gradually faded away.
Within the framework of this final plea, the presidential
administration's objective concerning Russia's foreign policy was to
send a global message to the Kremlin regarding the existence of an

active and committed young movement.

4.2. Recruitment, mobilisation, and propaganda:
analysing Nashi's website

To discuss the Nashi recruitment procedure, we must turn to the texts
in the Manifesto that support it. On the Nashi movement's website, there is
a manifesto indicating a strong patriotism among young people, as well as
an ambitious objective (to restore Russia as a great power on the
international stage) that they must complete if they want to be part of the

movement:

Historical Perspective

Russia in the Modern World

Russia is the Country of Our Dreams
Changing the Format

At the Start of Modernisation

Our Revolution

Our Goals*%

Looking at another section in this Manifesto that offers a picture of
the Nashi movement and how they portray themselves to the youth
interested in such organisations: “history is a change of generations, each

generation has the chance to carry on unnoticed, or to change the world.

490 «cTopuueckan nepcrnektuea/Poccua B coBpeMeHHOM Mmupe/Poccusi - cTpaHa Hallen
MeuTbl/U3aMeHeHne ¢dopmaTta/B Havane mogepHusaumm /Hawen pesontoumn/Hawm
uenu», Nashi's website, https://web.archive.org/web/20120313182043/http://nashi.su/
manifest accessed in 10.06.2024.
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Today, we, the generation of young Russians, have this choice. We are the
ones who believe in the future of Russia and believe that its future is in our
hands. We are the youth movement, Nashi. We invite you to join the
megaproject of our generation, the megaproject of Russia. The 20t century
was already the century of Russia. Three times during this century, Russia
set the format of world history. The October Revolution was a historical
explosion that, in the end, set the world’s political agenda for the 20t
century. Russia’s victory in the Great Patriotic War laid the foundations of
the world agenda for the second half of the 20t century. Russia’s rejection
of the communist system served as a push toward the formation of the 215
century world.”#!

The Nashi movement envisioned that these texts would appeal to as
many Russian teenagers as possible by emphasising so-called vital features
of Russian society. In general, all of the materials used for recruiting bring
attention to a change in the country's national concerns and promise a
bright future if the youth join this movement. In this Manifesto, the Russian
state is portrayed as an essential force on the global arena, and its victory
in the Great Patriotic War is viewed in a magnificent light. A significant
example is the October Revolution, which demonstrates Russia's greatness,
and at the end of the text, the Nashi movement manifesto emphasises
Russia's repudiation of the communist dictatorship. The text frequently
relates to “our” possessive pronouns. The Nashi movement's text is written
in two parts: it refers to Russia, in parallel, and to Us, implying that the

participants of this movement are Russian. These two components

491 «<McTopusi - 3TO CMeHa MnoKoneHuin. Kaxkjoe MOKOJieHNWe WMMeeT LaHC ocTaTbes
Hes3aMeyeHHbIM UM USMeHNUTb MUp. CerogHs y Hac, MOKONIEHUS MONOAbIX POCCUSIH, €CTb
TaKou Bbi6op. Mbl BepuM B 6yayLiee Poccumn n Bepum, 4To ee Byayliee B HALLUX pyKax.
Mbi - monogexHoe asuxeHue NASHI. MpurnawaemMm nNpucoeaMHUTBCA K MeranpoekTy
Hallero nokoneHus, meranpoekTy Poccun. XX Bek 6bin yxxe BekoM Poccuun. Tpuxabl B
aTom cTtonetun Poccusa ycTaHaBnvBana (opmaTr MMpoOBOM ucTopumn. OKTAGpbcKas
peBonoLMS 6blla UCTOPUYECKUM B3PbIBOM, KOTOPbIA B KOHEYHOM MTOre onpepenuin
MMPOBYIO MONUTUYECKYIO MOBECTKY AHA Ha XX Bek. lNobepa Poccunm B Benukoi
OTeuecTBEHHOW BOVHE 3a510)Knna OCHOBbI MMPOBOM MOBECTKMW HA HA BTOPYHO MONOBUHY
XX Beka. OTkasd PoccuMnm OT KOMMYHMUCTUYECKOW CUCTEMbl MOCAYXWUN TONMYKOM K
dopmupoBaHuio Mupa XXI Beka», Nashi's website, https://web.archive.org/web/
20120313182043/http://nashi.su/manifest accessed in 10.06.2024.
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converge in the above piece on their intended use, because, as I already
stated, Russia is We, and we are Russia. The Nashi Movement's political
strategy for recruiting explicitly demonstrates that present members and
those who would join along the way seek a new world order in which
Russia promotes political action. These characteristics might be viewed as
a sort of protest against other opposition movements and the West, which,
according to the Nashi movement's manifesto, wants the degradation of
Russian society, values, and culture. This trend is also perceived as a
reaction from the young who choose to be a part of such a global-scale
picture of a collapsing Russia and the dissolution of authority and order
that he enforced throughout the reign of the great empire. Mary Douglas
has the following impression about the relationship between
representational symmetry and cultural and socioeconomic integrity: “Dirt
and culture imply two conditions: a set of ordered relations and a
contravention of that order. Dirt is the by-product of a systemic ordering
and classification of matter, insofar as ordering involves rejecting
inappropriate elements. This idea of dirt takes us straight into the field of
symbolism and promises a link-up with more obviously symbolic systems
of purity.”#?

This statement implies that the Nashi movement's cleaning
procedure is an attempt to ensure a world order provided by the Russian
state; they consider socio-cultural dirt coming from the West and the fact
that it represents a worldwide disorder for society, and through these texts,
they hope to recruit youth to avoid this type of disorder or dirt. By
following what Douglas says, “shoes are not dirty themselves but they are
dirty on the dining-room table; food is not dirty in itself, but it is dirty to
leave cooking utensils in the bedroom; similarly, bathroom equipment is
not appropriate in the drawing room, out-door things in-doors, and so
forth.”4® From the standpoint of mobilisation, this Manifesto is initially

composed of the personal pronouns you, you, and the entire manifesto

492 Mary Douglas, Purity and Danger. An analysis of the concepts of pollution and taboo,
London: Routledge, 1966, p. 35.
493 |bidem, pp.35-36.
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focuses on the idea of creating a certain familiarity between those who
make the recruitments and those who apply; the texts are composed of
short sentences that are simple and are closely related to Russia's history,
future, and international relations. The Nashi movement maintains a great
emphasis on stimulating Russian youth; unlike other movements in Russia,
the Nashi movement's process and recruitment texts provide more tangible
instances of the relationship between stimulation and teaching, such as the

passage below:

You

Do you want to realise your project?

Do you want to change the world around you?

Do you want to influence the future of your country?

Do you want the world to remember you?

Do you search for your place in your life?

You have a chance to change your life, influence world politics, and become a
new intellectual elite

Our people are already in the Public Chamber, political state organs, and in the
biggest Russian companies.

Are you worth the higher education at our university with the best teachers in
the country?

Are you worth a traineeship at the company you want, in Russia, or abroad?
Are you worth realising your project?

Prove it! Fill the form!

Come to our team.*%*

This text, meant to attract as many members as possible, was used by
the Nashi movement on all methods of information transmission until 2009,
when the movement's website was changed with a new text. However, it is

the best example of speech intended to stimulate the youthful population.

494 «<BAC/Bbl x0TUTe peanu3oBaTtb CBOW COHBCTBEHHbIM NPOEKT?/Tbl X04ellb U3MEHUTb MUP
BOKPYr ce651?/Bbl XOTUTe NOBAUSTL Ha Byayliee Ballel CTpaHbl?/Xouellb, YTO6bI BECb
MUp Teba 3anoMHMN?/Thl MLLElWb CBOE MECTO B XW3HU?/Y Bac ecTb LWAHC U3MEHUTb
CBOIO XW3Hb, NOBMUATb HA MUPOBYIO MOSUTUKY, NMPUATU K HOBOWN WMHTENNEKTYyanbHOWN
anuTe/Hawm nwogn yxe Haxopatca B O6LECTBEHHOW nanaTte, MNOAUTUYECKUX/
rocyfapCTBEHHbIX OpraHax W KpYMHeWLWMX POCCUMCKUX KOoMMaHusax./CTouTe nu Bbl
Bbiclero o6pasoBaHUsi B HalleM YHMBEpPCUMTETE C JlydWUMKM npenojaBaTensMu
cTpaHbl?/CTouTe N1 Bbl/CTaXXMPOBKMN B TON KOMMaHWKW, KOTOPYIO XOTuUTe, B Poccuun unm
3a py6exxom?/Bbl cTonTe peannsauun/cBoero co6CTBEHHOrO nNpoekTa?/okaxuTe 370!
3anonnHute dopmy!/Uaon B Hawy komaHay», Nashi's website, https://web.archive.org/
web/20120313182033/http://nashi.su/join accessed in 10.06.2024.
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The speech focuses on the appeal of individuals who come into contact
with such a text, suggesting that future members can influence change in
Russian society and will be able to do so, given their position in the
governing elite. The discursive technique that dominates in texts meant to
recruit members can be analysed using the theory introduced by Louis
Althusser. According to Althusser, ideological reasoning constitutes
subjects through interpellation; subjects are interpellated by those who feel
they are capable, and those who are interpellated are changed into
subjects.*> However, Althusser's theory is rather difficult to assimilate into
the Nashi movement because Althusser's concept of interpellation forms
the basis of how the Nashi movement presents its practices to the public
through recruitment texts, imbuing them with special symbolism. An
example I mentioned above is that of bringing Russia into a position of
world saviour and, of course, as a great power on the international stage.
For Althusser, ideology has no history, and the individual is always an
already ideological subject** for the Nashi movement. Althusser's concept
of interpellation rather highlights the belief that this movement is not an
integral part of a single ideology (as was the case with the Skinheads
movement, this movement is not just about one ideology either). The
concept of interpellation in recruitment literature emphasises how a future
member should seem and behave within this movement. After 2009, a more
modern version of the Nashi movement's website was built in a way to
further attract potential members. For example, at the top of the main page
of the site is a picture showing the two presidents of Russia, Dmitry
Medvedev and Vladimir Putin, the image accompanied by the question
written in red capital letters, “Are you going to be the third?”/ «TpeTsum

byaemn?»

495 Louis Althusser, “Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses”, Lenin and Philosophy and
Other Essays, Monthly Review Press, 1971, https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/
althusser/1970/ideology.htm accessed in 12.06.2024.

496 |bidem, https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/althusser/1970/ideology.htm
accessed in 12.06.2024.
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m HOBOCTH - MPOEKTBI - Hallanoauumus - ranepes«

« (| -I-P -I- ?
Ecnu Bbl XOTUTE OTKPBITL OTAENEHNE ABWKEHWUA B CBOEM ropofe, Ma“"mec]’
obpaluaifTecs no HoMepy 8 (960) 500-52-80

On the other side of the main page, the word “Join”/«Bcrynuts» is
marked in red, and a link to the registration form appears below it.

The actual recruitment language, which appears behind the join link,
is more helpful than the preceding one because it contextualises the
movement's importance with Manifesto principles.*”

Now you nead to fill out a short questionnaire, the answers to which will help us get to know each other
faster. Take these 457 questions seriously :)

Questionnaire
Photo

1 would like to see my interlocutor.

 Choose file |No file chosen

Surname *

Name *

| |

Surname *

Telephone *

Any contact number where you can slways be found.

+7( A

Email *

Email. If not, then it's worth getting one. It will come in handy at work.

497 Jussi Lassila, The Quest for an Ideal Youth in Putin’s Russia Il. The Search for Distinctive
Conformism in the Political Communication of Nashi, 2005-2009, Germany, Stuttgart, 2014,
p. 61.
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Skype *

Where do you live? *

| |

Indicate the address (strest, house, apartment). Maybe we're neighbors?

Project *
Select the project you are participating in v
Can you be found on social networks?

In contact with
In the format http://vkontakte. ru/idID

L

n the format http://www.liveintemet.ru/users/LOGIN,

Twitter

In the format http://twitter.com/LOGIN

Youtube
In the format http: //www.youtube.com/user/LOGIN

Send

The form ended with two possibilities, namely:

1. FIRST, you close the site, and nothing is going to change; everything

goes on in the same way, all the way to your old age.

2. SECOND, you fill the form, and your life starts to change. Well, now

think about it...go to the form.**

Althusser's concept of interpellation has been applied in analyses of
advertisements in terms of scrutinising how ideology functions through the
interpellation of viewers in advertising discourse, a discourse of the inner
voice used in advertisements that addresses the reader as YOU, continuously

498 ([EPBbIN Tl 3aKpbiBaellb CTPaHULYy, U B TBOEN XU3HN HUYErO He MeHseTCH, BCE naer
CBOMM YepefioM A0 camoii ctapocT. BTOPOWM Tbl 3anonHsielwlb aHKeTy-3asBKY, 1 TBOSA
)XM3Hb HayMHaeT MeHATbCA. BOT Tenepb 3afymaics..n Nepexofu K aHkeTe ..Man He
nepexoau.» Nashi's website, https://web.archive.org/web/20120313182033/http://
nashi.su/join accessed in 12.06.2024.

211


https://web.archive.org/web/20120313182033/http:/nashi.su/join/anketa
https://web.archive.org/web/20120313182033/http:/nashi.su/join/anketa
https://web.archive.org/web/20120313182033/http:/nashi.su/join
https://web.archive.org/web/20120313182033/http:/nashi.su/join

Nationalism and Xenophobia in Post-Soviet Russia: Skinhead and Nashi Movements

telling you what you want and need. Advertising, as an ideological practice,
interpellates individuals as subjects.* The message delivered by members
of the Nashi movement through the projection of the two presidents' images
and numerous promising messages exemplifies discursive practice that
justifies the meaning of the term interpellation. From my perspective, the ads
used for recruitment by members of the Nashi movement create tension and
impose a specific strategy of behaviour towards the Russian state and
national values, while also promising various important functions in Russian
institutions and sending a promising message about future members'

careers.

4.2.1. Mobilisation

The mobilisation of the Nashi movement is separated into numerous
stages. Phases that all members must accomplish before moving further
within the movement. These phases are posted on the Nashi movement's
website immediately after submitting the recruitment form>»

499 Mojca Pajnik and Petra Lesjak-TuSek, Petra, “Observing Discourses of Advertising:
Mobitel’s Interpellation of Potential Consumers”, Journal of Communication Inquiry, Vol.
26, No.3, 2022, p. 278.

500 «<Ha nepBOM 3Tarne Mbl N0O3HaKOMMMCS. Tbl HanNULLELb B aHKeTe 0 Ce6e U HEMHOMO O TOM,
KaKo Tbl BUAMLLb CBOIO pPOJib B [BUXKEHMU, Yero XoUeLlb J06UTbCA Yepes rog, ABa, NSTb
NeT, KaKow Buauwb Poccuto B 6yyLLEM M YTO rOTOB cAeNaTb, YTOObl OCYLLECTBUTbL CBOKO
MeuTy.Ha BTOpoM 3Tane Mbl MOMNPOCUMM Tebs NpPoYUTaTb HECKONbKO CTaTeN U KHW,
NOCMOTpPETb HECKOJIbKO CbVIﬂbMOB.Ha TpeTbeM 3Tarne Mbl gagnm Tebe pPAA HECNOXXHbIX
npaKkTU4Yecknx 3agaHuii.Ha yeTBepTOM 3Tane Mbl NPeasIoXnm Tebe BbIGpaTb O4HO U3 8
HanpaB/ieHWi paboTbl U HaYHEM 06y4yaTb Tebs cornacHo TBoemy Bblbopy. Kpome Toro,
Mbl NepeaaanM Tebe TEXHONOMUIO U BCe HEOBXOAMMbIE MHCTPYMEHTbI A1 NpOoBeLeHNUs!
APKMX KpeaTUBHbIX MepOonpuATUA TBOEro HarnpasfeHus. Tbl NpoBefeLlb ero B CBOEM
ropofe, v 0 Te6e y3HaroT TbicsiuM Ntogei.Ha naToM aTane Tbl CMOXELLb NOAYyYUTb JOCTYN
K CaMOMY COBPEMEHHOMY AWCTAHLUMOHHOMY 06pa3oBaHMIO B CTpaHe U NPUCTYNULLb K
06yyeHuto B HaumnoHanbHOM MHCTUTyTe «Bbliclian WwKona ynpaBneHus». Y>ke BECHOW Tbl
nonyynilb BO3MOXXHOCTb OTKpPbITb B CBOEM ropoage Wwiu pa|7|0He nosiHonpaBHoe
oTaeneHne [pwxkeHus.llectbiM 3TanoM cTaHeT pana Tebsa  Bcepoccuitckuin
MHHoBaUMOHHbIN DopyM «Cenurep» - BUSUTHas KapToyka [ABVMKEHWSA, Ha KOTOPbIN Tbi
npuBe3eLlb KOMaHAYy eAVHOMBbILIEHHUKOB U CBOU UAEW, KOTOpble CTaHYT NpoeKTamMu B
pamMKkax Bbl6paHHOro HarnpasneHus. Ha ®opyme Tbl cMoxellb 06CYyAUTb NPOEKTbI C
BeAyLWMMN POCCUACKUMU U MUPOBBIMWU CrieumnanncTamMm, NosyunTb NOALEPXKKY CBOEW
MHMUMATKMBBI OT rocyfapcTBa u 6usHeca», Nashi's webiste, https://web.archive.org/web/
20120313182033/http://nashi.su/join accessed in 12.06.2024.
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. In the first stage, we will meet. You will write about yourself and a
little bit about how you see your role in the Movement, what you want
to achieve in a year, two, five years, how you see Russia in the future,
and what you are ready to do to realise your dream.

. In the second phase, we’ll ask you to read some articles and books, and
watch some movies.

. In the third stage, we will give you several simple, practical tasks.

. In the fourth phase, we will invite you to choose one of the eight lines
of work and start teaching you according to your choice. In addition,
we will give you the technology and all the necessary tools to carry out
bright, creative activities in your field. You'll spend it in your city, and
thousands of people will know about you.

. At the fifth stage, you will be able to access the most modern distance
education in the country and start learning at the National Institute
«Higher School of Management». In the spring, you will have the
opportunity to open a full-fledged Movement office in your city or
district.

. The sixth stage will be for the All-Russian Innovation Forum «Seliger»
- a visiting card of the Movement, on which you will bring a team of
like-minded people and their ideas, which will become projects within
the chosen direction. At the Forum, you will be able to discuss projects
with leading Russian and world specialists, get support for your
initiative from the state and business.

The Nashi movement's major task was to establish its presence among

apolitical youths. The majority of those who entered this mobilisation period

were disoriented young people in terms of their careers. However, the

creation of these texts and phases of mobilisation was intended to pique the

interest of the youth, whether they were apolitical or not. Although many

young people declared themselves apolitical, such statements were very

appealing to them, and they eventually became receptive to such messages

or promises. They initially referred to themselves as a youth movement with

no apparent ties to politics or the state; nonetheless, engagement with state

policy began later (after these phases of mobilisation). According to Serghei

Oushakine, Nashi expertly mobilised 1990s discontents and appealed to
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many provincial young people's senses of dispossession and fury about
politics, the close relationship between political and economic elites, and
persistent bureaucratic privilege systems.®! Between 2006 and 2010, the
Nashi movement attracted the most members of the province. The target
audience for these recruitment processes, as well as those who mobilised to
be a part of the Nashi movement, falls into two categories: high school and
middle school students, mostly from rural areas of Russia, who wanted to
invest their energy in civic projects that promised a bright future in
important Russian institutions (professions including: leaders and active
agents). In addition to all these components of mobilisation, I have included
some more particular approaches in the mobilisation process:

1. Street technologies/Mass mobilizational strategies - one of the main
and most essential mobilisation strategies distinctive of the youth
movement Nashi; the most fitting instances are the Nashi movement's
frequent mass protests (the case of Estonia's Bronze Soldier).
Furthermore, early-stage movements, such as the Skinheads
movement, were tasked with mobilising to adopt a street policy.
Researchers in charge of studying these movements discovered that
this street agitation paralleled communist-era activities, with Lenin's
Komsomol serving as the most prominent example. They also wore
outfits that distinguished them from other movements (t-shirts with
Putin's face, which, in my opinion, represent a subtle personality cult,
not as overt as in the Stalin or Hitler eras). The Nashi Movement
provided many young people who were, of course, members of the
movement with the opportunity to take control of the street. During
these demonstrations, Nashi Movement members borrowed from the
agendas of other subcultures, both international and national; these
demonstrations always had a show aspect. Specifically, elements were
borrowed from the NBP repertoire. Street methods, such as numerous
demonstrations or rallies, included Soviet-era iconography (paintings
of Stalin's portrait and Soviet-era youth organisations), accompanied

501 Julie Hemment, Occupy Youth! State-mobilized conention in the Putin era (or, what was
Nashi and what comes next?), Massachusetts: University of Massachusetts Amherst,
p. 13.
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by techno music. One of the Nashi movement's commissars explains
an event as follows: “the stage where we gathered was covered with
giant cartoon-like pictures illustrating the upcoming exchange: a
beaming, crinkly-eyed elder surrounded by young people dressed as
Grandfather Frost (Russian version of Santa Claus). It was also heavily
promoted through the media. TV cameras zoomed down, infringing
on the view, recording signs and snippets of youth enthusiasm that
were transmitted back to us on the massive displays in front of us.”>
2. Project design technologies

These two technologies are well-suited to each of the times described
above. Street techniques and mass mobilisation strategies were unique to the
Nashi movement's nascent contentious politics phase, which lasted from
2005 to 2008. The project design methodologies are special to the movement's
last phase, which lasted from 2008 to 2012. A specific timetable for the so-
called modernisation of the Medvedev government. The Nashi movement's
success in mobilising a huge number of young people can be attributed to
the presidential administration's massive funding and unrestricted access to
the country's resources. It is claimed that the government spends several
hundred thousand dollars every month to fund Nashi and other young
organisations that have proven to be regime supporters.>® The most well-
known Nashi sponsor is Gazprom. The presidential administration
recognised the Nashi movement's ability to mobilise such large numbers and
granted the movement's leaders access to Russian state-controlled media
resources, allowing them to disseminate information such as the
denazification of Ukraine and many others that target the West in particular.
The Nashi movement was able to mobilise Russian youth because its protests
and actions were entertaining, merging Russian folklore with techno music,
and aimed to remove resistance from the Russian political scene. The
movement's most crucial component was its strong relationship with Putin

502 |hidem, pp.16-17.
503 Regina Heller, “Russia’s Nashi Youth Movement: The Rise and Fall of a Putin-Era Political
Technology Project”, Russian Analytical Digest, Vol.50, No.8, p. 3.
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and his entourage. Many officials of the presidential administration,

including Putin, paid visits to the Nashi movement's summer camp.

4.2.2. Propaganda

I selected to do a more in-depth investigation of the Nashi movement's
propaganda materials, namely two booklets. The brochures are numerous,
and I selected them based on their importance and relevance. The first is
called “Anti-fascism/Antudgarmsm” and the second, “Fascists: Yesterday,
today, tomorrow? / ®ammcramu: Buepa, ceroans, zasrpa?” In my opinion,
the brochure is critical to provide an analysis of these pamphlets and the
methods of analysis. Because the text of the brochures is a different form of
literature than I approached, and both brochures highlight the Nashi
movement's anti-fascist operations, they saw themselves as Russia's
defenders, with a duty to combat fascism. What counts most in these
brochures is what the anonymous authors wanted to say, realise, and how
they sought to achieve the results of their anti-fascist actions. First and
foremost, even a cursory examination of the brochures reveals that their
primary goal was to elicit strong emotions and feelings in readers. They were
designed in such a way that they produce negative emotions towards the
West and fascism while also producing a positive reaction towards the Nashi
movement and the presidential administration.

The second brochure necessitates a larger investigation because the
authors used several photographs, various photos from the movement's
archive, and all of this combined to create a dramatic contrast of colours to
highlight the key aims and projects. All of this is similar to Nazi propaganda
materials, which featured a high contrast and strong visual representations
that influenced readers. The language of the second brochure emphasises
that the fascist wave raging in the West is the supreme catastrophe for the
Russian state. Fascism is depicted here as a dead stream that is still present
in contemporary Russia, casting Russia in a positive perspective towards this
current, he added. The most widely used example in these brochures is
Russia's defeat of fascism during World War II. Photographs of Nazi
concentration and extermination camps are on exhibit, as are photographs
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of the National Bolshevik Party (NBP) and other modern-day Russian
groups labelled as fascist descendants.

The second brochure, entitled “Fascists: Yesterday, today, tomorrow?/
Qammcramu: Buepa, cerogns, 3astpa?” includes a part dedicated to the
stories of several Nashi commissars' families who perished protecting Russia
from Nazi forces during World War II (Great Patriotic War). These
testimonies are followed by accounts of crimes committed in Nazi death
camps, as well as warnings from Nashi members that fascism is still alive
and well in Russia, fueled by the Skinheads and the NBP movement. All
these anti-fascist arguments are supported by visual depictions that have
been modified to illustrate the connections between Nazi Germany and
Russian adherents of this ideology. The visual effects in the second brochure
are quite crucial. The prominent colours are black, red, and white; the cover
of both brochures is black, and the title is in large red letters. Everything is
designed to display the Nazi flag as well as the colours associated with the
Nashi movement's flag. Inside the second brochure is a prominent question
about who is reviving and supporting fascist ideology in Russia, he said, and
the answer is also shown in this brochure, that NBP (and the West-inspired
Skinheads movement) are the only ones responsible for promoting and
supporting this ideology. And, to back up their arguments, the authors of
this brochure use Eduard Limonov's book Anatomy of a Hero, where the
author said that: “Yes, I am a fascist...we are using the fascist experience
along with the other experiences, why not?”5* I can deduce that due to this
statement, the Nashi movement points out that the major perpetrator of the
penetration of fascist ideology in Russia is the NBP; furthermore, in this
brochure, supporters of this party are referred to as entitled degrades,
Limonov fans, and so on. The brochure also mentions the legendary
nationalist Dimitri Rogozin and his organisation Rodina, presenting him as
a prominent and well-known nationalist in the Russian Federation. The
brochure's creators also updated some of its slogans to better show its
perspective, for example: “Russia for Russians, Moscow for Muscovites!” 5

504 «a, A palmncT...Mbl ucnonbsyem GaliMCTCKUIA OMbIT HAapsAy C APYrMMU, Novemy 6bl 1
HeT?» dayapa JIumoHoB. AHaTomusi ['eposi, CmoneHck: Pycuy, 1998, https://znamlit.ru/
publication.php?id=1053, accessed in 14.06.2024

505 O0leg Belov, “Nashi versus Nazi: Anti-Fascist Activity as a Means of Mass Youth
Mobilization in Contemporary Russia”, Anthropology of East Europe Review, Vol.26, No.2,
p. 50.
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Although there are quite a few far-right groups on the territory of
Russia, only Limonov and Rogozin representing the Rodina party are
included in the Nashi movement brochure, the authors explained this choice
as follows: “why did we devote so much space in our brochure to Rogozin
and Limonov while not mentioning other fascist organisations such as
Russian National Unity, Memory, and so on? Because politicians like
Limonov and Rogozin seek to legalise fascism.*®® Moreover, the authors of
this brochure frequently refer to fascist ideology; there are no concrete facts
in the brochure to support this philosophy. There is no explanation for this
ideology in any of the brochure's paragraphs; instead, the authors refer to it
through depictions that create a negative image. The authors believe that:
“fascism is based on racial intolerance, which is a twin sister of another type
of fascism - nationalism. We can unquestionably regard anyone who has
yelled heil, worn a swastika (even if it is a simulation), or claims that there
are bad ethnic groups, Russia for Russians, Moscow for Muscovites, as a
fascist.”50”

Furthermore, the brochure's text makes no mention of the phrase that
represents the Nashi movement, which is anti-fascist. The authors discuss
Russia as a multiethnic state, the globalisation process, and immigrants, but
they make no direct reference to anti-fascism or the fight against fascism on
Russian territory. The second brochure supplements the first brochure with
explanations that provide context for what I have written above. It is far
more concerned with the notion of anti-fascism and the projects on the
agenda of the Nashi movement, which I shall discuss later in the article. The
structure and construction of this brochure are fairly similar to the first
brochure. A black, white, and red background is utilised in the section where
the fascists are written, and their evil activities are described, and several
photographs of Hitler and other Nazi symbols are included. Along with
graphic representations of NBP-organised demonstrations, the authors of
these brochures employ imagery and light colours to portray the Nashi
movement and their acts positively. When it comes to fascist ideology, the

506 Regina Heller, “Russia’s Nashi Youth Movement: The Rise and Fall of a Putin-Era Political
Technology Project”, Russian Analytical Digest, Vol.50, No.8, 2007, pp.2-3.
507 Oleg Belov, op.cit., p. 50.
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writers say it is an imprecise phrase that can only be defined according to
the place and period. Also in this brochure, the authors tried to discuss the
genesis of the name fascism; they believe that: “strictly speaking, the term
itself is not precise, fascism derives from the word fascio, which meant an
axe in a bunch of rods, a symbol of power in ancient Rome. For Italian
fascists, who derived their name from this word, it stood for the nation
united around one leader Duce.”5%

The authors also highlight the following traits of fascism:

1. Fascism involved overpowering violence, indoctrination of the masses,
and the use of symbols like the swastika.

2. The concept of natural discrepancy among individuals and races.

3. The idea that one nation has a fundamental power over others.

The authors of these brochures have frequently maintained that these
are the most representative traits of fascism; yet, as we all know, not all fascist
governments share these qualities; others include authoritarianism,
militarised societies, anti-Communist sentiment, and xenophobia. Even
though the brochure's title is Anti-fascism, the authors do not clarify what
this term means from their perspective. They exclusively discuss the purpose
and objectives of this anti-fascist diligence: “the goal of anti-fascist work is
effectively opposing the spread of ideas of xenophobia, racism and neo-
Nazism in Russia.”>"”

The brochure also addresses the four primary goals of the anti-fascist
political strategy:

1. Political, historical, and psychological education of youth aimed at the
prevention of the spread of neo-Nazi ideas.

2. Collaboration between various social groups and anti-fascist groups in
society to resist neo-Nazi groups.

3. Implementation of steps to marginalise and isolate neo-Nazi and
fascist groups and movements, in particular to prevent their

508 Merriam Webster Dictionary, https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/
fascism#dictionary-entry-1 accessed in 20.06.2024.

509 Jussi Lassila, The Quest for Ideal Youth in Putin’s Russia Il. The Search for Distinctive
Conformism in the Political Communication of Nashi, 2005-2009, Germany, Stuttgart:
Ibidem-Verlag, 2014, p. 122.
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cooperation with state officials, leading political parties and
businesses.
4. Active and efficient blocking of neo-Nazi and fascist propaganda.s
In addition to these goals, the authors highlight two strategies that
serve as the foundation of the antifascist campaign:
1. Mass Illumination — correct education for Russian citizens about the
dangers of fascist ideology.
2. Anti-fascist propaganda
The authors think that if the public is properly educated and informed,
it can combat the power of fascist ideology.

4.2.3. The annual summer camp

The camps in the Seliger Lake area, which have been held every year
since the Nashi movement's inception until 2010, had an important role in
influencing young people who were a part of it. For the first three years after
these camps were established, numerous political observers identified them
as the location where significant and influential members of the presidential
administration carried out their brainwashing efforts. In 2005, 3,000 Nashi-
commissars attended over 870 hours of lectures, as well as 400 individual
sessions, seminars, and workshops spread over two weeks.’'! Among the
speakers were renowned individuals such as Vladislav Surkov, political
scientists Gleb Pavlovski and Viacheslav Nikonov, and Duma member
Andrei Kokoshin. The camp was estimated to cost roughly $2 million.5"

The camp schedule was demanding, with sports activities such as
trekking, cycling, rafting, and survival tactics in extreme weather and places.

510 Oleg Belov, op.cit., p. 51.

511 Douglas Buchacek, «NASHA Pravda, NASHE Delo: The Mobilization of the Nashi
Generation in Contemporary Russia», Democracy and Human Rights, 2006, http://
cgi.unc.edu/uploads/media_items/nasha-pravdanashe-delo-the-mobilization-of-the-
Nashi-generation-in-contemporaryrussia accessed in 21.06.2024.

512 «Cpein cnvMKepoB ObiM U3BECTHble JIMYHOCTM, Takue Kak Bnapgucnae Cypkos,
nonutonorn ne6 [lMaBnoBckuit M BsAuyecnaeB HukoHoB, aenytaT [ocaymbl AHpapei
KokowuH. CToMMOCTb Narepsi oLeHuBanacb MPUMEPHO B 2 MUWJIIMOHA [0J11apoBy,
Buktop 9pemuH, «C kem u 3a koro boproua Hawwme n MecTHbie? », Poccurickas
®epepayus CerogHsi, o6bem 18.
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The participants in this camp awoke around 8 a.m., escorted by Russia's
national anthem, and gathered in front of a scenario where a political leader
would normally appear to give his address. There was also a guard to
guarantee that order and discipline were maintained, and participants were
not permitted to leave the camp unless escorted by security and for camp-
related activities. Violation of the camp's rules resulted in the person being
sent home and left to fend for himself. The number of participating
commissars at Seliger increased to 5,000 the following year, and in 2007,
Nashi opened the camp to members of pro-Kremlin organisations such as
New People; the groups lived in separate sections of the tent city that
comprised the camp; based on available information, relations between the
various groups were largely peaceful.>'®

Just as the Skinheads movement had the distinctive songs of the
ideology of the movement, so did the Nashi movement have its specific
patriotic songs. For example, in 2009, a special event was held at the Seliger
Lake camp, the Russian Year of Youth, and the next song began this event:

“We didn’t make a revolution

Yes, we know, it's complicated

We change our lives for the better

We are Russia, we can do it

We remember our forefathers

No use to think of us as others

We are proud of our history

Russia’s youth is Russia’s strength.”>'4

This song portrays some of the Russian youth's visions; it depicts
youth opposing external elements that harm the Russian state, as well as
young people who appreciate national ideals and wish to continue the
struggle against the West. Another example is the song Forward Russia! it
conveys a message equivalent to the first song:

513 lvo Mijnssen, The Quest for an Ideal Youth in Putin’s Russia I. Back to Our Future! History,
Modernity, and Patriotism according to Nashi, 2005-2013, Germany, Stuttgart: Ibidem-
Verlag, 2014, p. 135.

514 «Mbl He cpenanu peBontouun/[a, Mbl 3HaeM, YTO 3TO CNOXHO/Mbl U3MEHUM Haluy
YXU3Hb K Nyywemy/Mbl Poccusi, Mbl 3TO cMoXeM/He 3abbinu Mbl NOABMUI NpagenoB/3ps
Hac cuuTarT apyrumMu/Mbl ropauMcs Halen nctopuein/Poccusa cunibHa MOOAbIMUY,
Ibidem, p. 147.
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“Be strong, be bold!

We can follow a hundred paths

But among them, there is only one for us

Always forward, and we will win!

We are opening our wings, we are finding strength
Forward, Russia!l

And only the wind is at our backs

For this, we thank the heavens

Forward, Russia!l

Russia, forward!

It's a different time, a different generation

Moving forward with new ideas and without doubts
It is time to be leaders, not followers

Time to make our new history, together we're united
We can dream, lead the economy, and steer a ship
And there are many of us.”"®

The song emphasises the power and momentum of the youth involved
in the Nashi movement. It is seen as a key component of Russia, influencing
the country's destiny as a global power. Members of the Nashi movement
believe they have Promethean powers®® and are resistant to the West's
degenerating acts. Many members of the movement have stated that they are
the builders of a great nation and the ones who create true history. Youth is
the driving force that forms modern Russia in both songs cited above, and
modernisation without the influence of the West is emphasised in each.

In addition to these songs, classes were held, and the camp was
organised by Nashi members who were divided into numerous sections.
Throughout their period at the Seliger camp, each group was expected to
attend six classes. Richard Lachman, a noted sociologist at the University of
Albany in New York, took such a course titled Balancing the Oligarchy: The
role of Civil Society, which focuses on the role of institutions.

515 «Tbl cunbHbIM 6yAap, Tbl 6yab cMmenei/MNpoTu cymeem cTo nyTei/Ho, cpean HUX Haw
nyTb oauH/Bcerga Bnepén, Mbl nobeaum!/Mbl packpblBaeM Kpbijibsl, Mbl 06peTaemM
cunbl/Bnepég, Pocecus!/U Tonbko BeTep

HaM B CnuHy, 3a 3To Heby cnacubo/Bnepén, Poccual/Poccus, Bnepéa! Mpuwno apyroe
BpeMmsi, Apyroe nokoneHbe/C HOBbIMU MAEAMU Brepes U 6e3 ¢ OMHeHbsA/BpeMs 6biTb
nvaepamn, a He BeAOMbIMW/Bpems cosgaBaTb CBOKO HOBYLO ucTtoputo/Bmecte Mbl
eVHbl/Mbl MOXeM MeuTaTb, yNpaBnsTb SKOHOMUKON/Boautb Kopabnu, U Hac MHOro
Takux» Ibidem, p. 148.

516 |bidem, p. 149.
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According to him, these corporations are much more powerful today
than they were in the past because globalisation processes have removed
many of their traditional restraints, including unions, national borders, and
markets. His pessimistic conclusion was that civil society in the modern
United States is largely powerless.>” This course does not apply to Russian
society, which is not criticised in the camps and is solely analysed in terms
of achievements; rather, it refers to US institutions that do not follow pro-
Russian patterns. The premise of this training demonstrates how the global
population is being misled by informational wars led by anti-Russian
governments; the young people in this camp are taught that these anti-
Russian states are filled with suspicious and pro-war attitudes towards
Russia.

The second session was presented by Tatiana Alekseeva, professor and
director of the Department of Political Theory at MGIMO in Moscow.
Alekseevna explained that the main Soviet legacy that needed to be
overcome in Russia was the atomization of society and the lack of trust that
exists in formerly totalitarian societies; anyone attempting to build a
democracy in Russia had to overcome both popular distrust of political
institutions and vast disparities in development between centres and
provinces.5® The course emphasises that Russia will never follow the
example of democracy in the West because it distances itself quite a bit from
the past, which is somewhat inadmissible in the case of Russia; all these pro-
Russian movements like Nashi cling to the glorious past that has made
Russia a great power, and in contemporary Russia, it is desired to return to
the past, that is, to the time when Russia was a power on the international
political stage.

According to Alekseevna, democracy is simply the continuous
limitation of violence from above; all other aspects vary by country to
establish a democratic system in Russia, this process needed to occur

517 Ibidem, p. 156.

518 «J1t060M, KTO MblTAeTCA NOCTPOUTb AEMOKPATMUECKOe 06LLecTBO B Poccuu, fonxeH 6bin
npeoAoneTb Kak HapoAHOe HeloBepyre K MOMTUYECKUM MHCTUTYTaM, TakK U OrPOMHble
pasnuuusi B pasBUTMM MeXAy LeHTpaMu MW NpoBuHUMSMW», Bnagucnas Cypkos,
«CyBEpPEHUTET — 3TO NONIUTUYECKUIA CUHOHUM KOHKYPEHTOCMOCOGHOCTW», loMTHayKa,
2006, http://www.politnauka.org/library/public/surkov.php accessed in 17.06.2024.
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gradually; she stated that Putin and Medvedev had taken significant steps
towards democratisation.’” Furthermore, during the second course, the
obstacles Russia faces in the democratisation process were identified: vertical
power (election reforms in 2005), Alekseevna argues that this process was an
important leap towards the process of democratisation, stating that Putin is
the most suitable man in the state to ensure this process. Of course, it is
vehemently ignored that the Putinist regime has negative effects on the
process of democratisation, but all of this is aimed at indoctrinating the
youth who were inspired by the idea that Putin saved Russia from the
economic collapse of the 1990s-2000s, and that the road followed by Russia
then was correct.

The courses are part of post-Soviet Russia's identity curriculum and
have a fairly clear goal: to create an ideology that denies Russia's past
activities (particularly those of Soviet Russia, crimes, and many other things)
while emphasising the great deeds of Russia's leaders throughout history.
The author, Marcel Van Herpen, effectively illustrates this ideology, or as we
would term it in this chapter, the mode of thinking prevalent in the Nashi
movement, stating that Putinism inherits the vocation of confrontation from
the collapsed USSR. Claiming for himself the majesty of the Stalinist
inheritance, stirring undeniable desire for the USSR's apotheosis after 1945,
connecting the tsarist lineage with that of the Soviet nation, leveraging
resentment and developing suspicion.52

Considering these two courses, there are numerous, but I opted to
analyse only the two that appeared more essential to me and corresponded
to the idea of the Nashi movement; it makes me think of what Laclau said,
“a systematic decentering of the West.”>?! By offering such seminars, the
Nashi summer camp organisers attempted to persuade young people that
there is no degree of comparison between Russian democracy and Western
democracy. However, there was no emphasis on Russian politics or the
current regime at the camps, and young people were not allowed to raise
questions about what was going on in contemporary Russia. Courses at the

519 lvo Mijnssen, op.cit., p. 157.

520 Marcel Van Herpen, Putin’s Wars: The rise of Russia’s new imperialism, Maryland: Rowman
& Littlefield, 2018, p. 39.

521 Ernesto Laclau, Emancipation(s). London: Verso, 1996, p. 34.
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Seliger Lake Camp were taught in the traditional manner of a typical high
school or middle school hour. In addition, there are no questions at the end
of the course addressed to the instructor. The courses obsessively repeated
the fact that Russia has re-entered the hierarchy of great powers; the
professors admitted that Russia does not have a perfect democracy, but that
with the help of the pre-independence administration, it can achieve much
better modernisation without foreign influence in the future. As the author
Ivo Mijnssen pointed out, the Russian government is the only guarantor of
this process. Patriotic discourse has become an integral element of official
youth culture in the same way that it has permeated Russian society in
general. Banal patriotism fosters a nebulous sense of national pride and
community among young people in an apolitical manner. 52

The Kremlin's ideology, as reflected in the programme of courses given
at summer camps in Seliger, portrays Russia as a victim while creating
victims. It is firmly argued that Russia was a great power that emancipated
countless peoples from fascism, which is why the Nashi movement considers
itself anti-fascist, anti-fascist, since it continues the struggle against fascism,
which, as they say, has not yet vanished. In these materials, young people
are presented with Tsarist Russia and the Soviet Union as distinct times in
Russian history, and the people of that time were content to be members of
both empires.

The brochure supporting the theme of these seminars is entitled "Some
Inconvenient Questions about the Russian Authorities">?* provides various
crucial themes of Russia's modernisation:

1. Economic modernisation of Russia without external assistance
2. Strengthening Russia as a global power and fighting against the
external factors

These essential groups sought to undermine all forms of collaboration
with the West, except for pro-Russian republics with whom collaborative
links were maintained. However, considering all of these analyses and
summer camp activities, the nodal point of modernisation and economic
cooperation with the West appears to remain a discursive necessity to

522 lyo Mijnssen, op.cit., p. 171.
523 lvo Mijnssen, op.cit., p. 162.
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legitimise official activity in Russia's public sphere in times of declining
growth rates and to secure funds for youth-oriented projects. With the end
of activities at Lake Seliger, the Nashi movement's summer camp remains an

emblem of soft power.

4.3. Nashi's political projects

The actual activities carried out within the camp are unknown; the
Nashi movement's website only provides a basic overview of these activities.

In the final section of the brochure, the Nashi movement's projects are
outlined>:

1. Free zone — this initial project emphasises a campaign against existing
fascist gathering locations. Meetings, pickets, protests, collaboration
with law enforcement agencies, and so on are all recommended
actions.

2. Youth anti-fascist committees of internationalists — emphasis is placed
on the formation of committees comprised of members from various
youth organisations and people of different ethnicities.

3. Brown smoking - the fight against fascism in government
organisations.

4. All faces of Russia — organising ethnic culture festivals and friendship
festivals, among other things.

5. Cabaret Anti-fa (anti-fascist) — perform anti-fascist plays.

524 «CBOGOAHAA 30HA - 3TOT NepPBOHAYaNbHbIA MPOEKT NOAYEPKMBAET KaMMaHWUO MpoTUB
cyuecTByoLWMX halMCTCKMX MecT c6opa. BcTpeun, NMKeTbl, NPOTECTbI, COTPYAHUYECTBO
C NpaBOOXPaHUTENbHbIMK OopraHamMu U T.a/MonoaexHble aHTUdaLNCTCKNE KOMUTETDI
WHTEepHaLMOHaNMCTOB" - 0Cc060e BHUMaHWe yaensetcss GOpMUPOBAHUIO KOMUTETOB,
COCTOAWMNX M3 YNeHOB pPas/IMYHbIX MOOAEXHbIX OpFaHVI3aU,VII7I n I'Ipe}J,CTaBVITEJ'IeVI
pa3nnyHbIX 3THU4YecKkMx rpynn/KopuuHeBoe KypeHue" - 6opbba c dawnsmom B
rocyfapcTBeHHbIX opraHusauusx./Bce nuua Poccum - npoBefenve decTuBanei
HaLMOHasIbHON KyNbTypbl M (ecTusanein Apyx6bl, cpean npoyero./Kabape AHTuda
(aHTUdawmcT) - UcnoNHATb aHTUdaWMCTCKUE Nbecbl./AHTUGAWNCTCKUIA MONOAEXKHDbIN
YHUBEPCUTET - y4YebHble 3aHATUA MO GalMUCTCKON M aHTUdALIMCTCKOW nponaraHge./
Hawa no6ega - NOMWHKU BOWHOB, MOrM6LIMX npu 3awuTe cBoer poAuHbl.» Nashi's
website, https://web.archive.org/web/20120313182020/http://nashi.su/projects
accessed in 18.06.2024.
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6. The anti-fascist youth university — teaching classes on fascism and anti-
fascist propaganda.

7. Our victory — commemoration of soldiers who died in defence of their
homeland.

During Dmitry Medvedev's tenure, the Nashi movement's projects
centred on entrepreneurial spirit, creative thinking, and a variety of social
initiatives, for instance, Our Houses (Hammm Joma). The Nashi movement's
projects that began after 2009, such as Run with Me, Piggies Against (a
project that banned the sale of expired products in retailers), and StopKham!
(a project to combat traffic violations). The most important project remains
Our Victory (Harma ITo6eaa). This project brought together a vast audience,
with only young people gathering on Gagarin Square and Kaluzhskaia
Square. Two thousand buses with activists from different parts of the
country arrived in the morning and dropped off 60.000 young people on
Gagarin Square, where they began to march towards Kaluzhskaia Square.
Between these two points, the organisers set up a stage, and the mass of
Nashi activists stretched over two kilometres.5> All of the patriotic young
men donned white T-shirts with a red print on the front reading Our Victory
and a few words from the Russian anthem on the back in black letters.
Several marches took place, with songs from the Great Patriotic War playing
and people holding the Nashi movement's flag, a red cross on a white
backdrop: Nashi uses red and white symbols because red is the colour of our
heroic past, white symbolises our free future, but the actual design of our
flag, the cross, refers to the Andreevskii flag®® (Russian Tsarist Empire’s flag)
and St. George ribbon.

Members of the Nashi movement use the name of this big undertaking
to allude to both the movement's name and its aim to preserve the memory
of those who perished in defence of their motherland. Laclau stated that
“Our Victory event, carefully staged, executed, and represented, created the

525 lvo Mijnssen, The Quest for an Ideal Youth in Putin’s Russia I. Back to Our Future! History,
Modernity, and Patriotism according to Nashi, 2005-2013, Germany, Stuttgart: Ibidem-
Verlag, 2014, p. 62.

526 |bidem, p. 63.
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new space of representation on which the myth sense played out.”*” This
project sought to spotlight Russian youngsters who can stabilise the street
political situation while also contributing to patriotic education and love of
the motherland. Although, as previously stated in the contents of the two
brochures, in the projects produced by the Nashi movement, only young
people from the provinces and even NBP members were recruited who had
similar links to the Nashi movement and shared the same beliefs.

The Nashi movement's projects do not involve violent acts, as the
Skinheads movement does. While former NBP members have frequently
complained on the internet about the Nashi movement's violent actions
against immigrants, these charges have not been proven. As previously
stated, these programmes are largely focused on stopping the rise of fascism
on Russian territory; nonetheless, members of the Nashi movement have
frequently said that they are law-abiding and do not use violent and radical
techniques against participants or the public. However, many members of
the Nashi movement believe that these programmes are effective tools to
oppose fascism, and that the prescribed aims are usually met. However, the
public occasionally presents concerns about the Nashi movement,
particularly among the most liberal, who regard it as fascist. I will explain in
the next subchapter why this statement was reached.

Another project, namely Your film about the war (TBoit ¢puam o Boiire),
encourages youth to film an interview with a war veteran. The archive on
the project's website is a valuable source of information on war for future
generations. However, this project envisions the execution of a series of steps
to combat historical falsification, particularly against Western writers who,
according to Nashi members, have been known to fake and slander the
history of the Russian people and everything associated with the Great
Patriotic War.5

527 Ernesto Laclau, New Reflections on the Revolution of Our Times, London & New York: Verso,
1990, p. 61.

528 «ApxMB BWAEO-BOCMOMMUHAHUA O BOWHE OT €€ HEMNOCPEeACTBEHHbIX YYaCTHMKOB,
MOJIyYEHHbIN MO UTOram NPOrpamMmbl, CTaHET UCTOYHMKOM 3HaAHWA O BOWHE AJNsi BCEX
nocneayowmnx NoKoneHn.MpoekT Takxe NpegycMaTpuMBaeT peannsauunto KoMmnnekca
MeponpusATUIA MO NPOTUBOAENCTBUIO hanbcuduKaLnm uCTopun, B 4acTHOCTH, No 6opbbe
C nucaTensiMu, Ny6NKYHOLLUMMM NOXb U KNeBeTY 0 Bennkon OTeyecTBEHHOM BOMHE U ee
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The project Ecology / Dxorozus handles an alien topic for the Russian
Federation, namely, greening. The goal of the project is to persuade factories
to employ methods and equipment that are less hazardous to the environment
and people. This project aims to promote environmentally friendly
technologies, such as the usage of biodegradable bags throughout Russia.

In Russia, the project Drug Free Pharmacies /| Anmexu 0e3 Hapkomuxos is
known that approximately 57% of individuals believe drug addiction is a big
problem, particularly among the young population. According to the State
Agency for Drug Control, dependence on prescription medications,
particularly those with narcotic qualities, is growing more harmful.5®
According to statistics, hundreds of young people in Russia have fallen
victim to such substances. The Nashi movement proposed this project to
combat the prevalence of narcotic substances and medicines in pharmacies.
A real example of this effort is when a few members of the Nashi movement
entered a drugstore in a Russian city, discreetly filmed the process of selling
narcotics, and then sent the footage to authorities. The Federal Drug Control
Service also provided funding for the study, which resulted in the
cancellation of a small number of pharmacy licences.

The Steel / Cmaav project is the Nashi movement's final initiative, and
in my opinion, it most closely aligns with the movement's ideology, which I
shall discuss in the next subchapter. This project is about learning the
concept of patriotism. Given one of the Nashi movement's goals of bringing
Russia to the forefront on the international stage, patriotism is an essential
element for Russia's security, and some members of the movement believe
that even if they succeed, Russia will still need to be defended from external
factors coming from the West that can negatively influence Russian
nationalism, disguised as patriotism. According to Nashi members, the
recognition of Russia's standing as a significant power and international
leader elicits a response from competing governments seeking to increase

yyacTHukax.» Nashi's website, https://web.archive.org/web/20120313182227/http://
nashi.su/projects/95 accessed in 18.06.2024.

529 «[lpn 3TOM HaMOGOMbLUYO OMACHOCTb, MO MHEHWUIO AupekTopa [OCHapKOKOHTPOSSA
MBaHoBa, NpeAcTaBASOT FepOMH W anTeyHOo-NieKapCcTBeHHas HapkoMaHusa», Nashi's
website, https://web.archive.org/web/20120313182227/http://nashi.su/projects/95
accessed in 18.06.2024.
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their influence over our state. The Steel project aimed to encourage Russia to
take active, effective, and strong action if necessary.>** The Nashi movement
used all available means and technologies for this endeavour, including
events, volunteer actions, and the utilisation of various Russian state-
controlled media channels. The Nashi movement has exploited these
resources over the years because its members believe it is more beneficial to
use all available measures to restore Russia's prestige. The description of the
Steel project on the Nashi movement website provides a clear perspective on
one of the movement's most important goals: “as part of the patriotic
movement, Steel, work has begun to develop pro-Russian networks abroad,
intending to create a long-term positive image of Russia. This will grant us a
strategic advantage. We will turn the world around, from ignorance and
misunderstanding of Russia to respect and, more importantly, fashion for
Russia.”>%

After analysing these Nashi movement projects (there are only about 9
on their website), I believe that anyone who encounters these descriptions
can be easily influenced, because the descriptions are quite captivating, and
I think that any young person (especially those in rural areas) would want to
be a part of these projects. As previously stated, when a young guy joins the
Nashi movement, he/she must first choose the project which he is a member
of. I consider this a form of coercion because you are obliged to choose such
a project, or you will be unable to participate in the movement. On the site
page, under the header intended for projects, write the following: “Here we

provide a brief overview of the project. If you are connected to the OUR

530 «YTBEpXAEHME cTaTyca Poccum Kak KpynHoW AepykaBbl, MUPOBOroO NnAepa, Bbi3biBaeT
OTBETHYIO peaKkLuui TFoCyAapCTB-KOHKYPEHTOB, KOTOpble MbITAOTCSA YCUIUTb CBOE
B/IMSIHWE Ha Halle rocypapcTBo. [M0STOMYy OCHOBHOW upeeit npoekTa «CTanb» cTan
Npu3biB K AEWUCTBUIO - aKTUBHOMY, 3(D(PEKTUBHOMY, XECTKOMY — €C/IM 3TO HYXKHO
Poccun»  Nashi's  website, https://web.archive.org/web/20120313183119/http://
nashi.su/projects/51 accessed in 19.06.2024.

«B pamkax naTpuoTMYecKoro ABuXeHus «CTasb» 3anyuieHa paboTa Mo pPasBUTMIO
NPOPOCCUIACKUX CEeTel 3a pybexxoM, KoTopas HanpaB/ieHa Ha co3faHue YCTONYMBOro
NnosMTUBHOIO o6pas3a Poccun. ITO AacT HaM cTpaTerMyeckoe npeumyLlectso. Mbl
nepeeepHeM Mup - OT He3HaHWA 1 HEMOHMMaHUA Poccum K yBaxeHnto Poccuun u, 6onee
Toro, K Moje Ha Poccuo» Nashi's website, https://web.archive.org/web/
20120313183119/http://nashi.su/projects/51 accessed in 19.06.2024.
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Movement, we are ready for you.”>?2 In addition to the registration form, the
rubric where you choose the project is required.

4.4. |deological features and influence on the 2000s scene
in Russia

Similar to the previous chapter on the ideologies addressed by the
Skinheads movement, the Nashi movement lacks a single and well-
established philosophy, instead approaching concepts and topics from eight
philosophies. It is known as an anti-fascist movement. Despite its anti-fascist
language, detractors have connected it to radical far-right groups and, on
occasion, referred to it as a fascist organisation.>®® This is because Nashi's
apparent efforts to combat radicalism and extremism clash with attempts to
purposefully exploit nationalistic sentiment to attract and inspire young
Russians to their cause.>*

1. Anti-Americanism: Surkov, one of the Nashi movement's architects,
stated in an interview that this ideology is explicitly applied, “decision-
makers in the United States and Europe are living on the phobias of
the Cold War and see Russia as a potential enemy. They take credit for
the nearly bloodless collapse of the Soviet Union and want to further
that achievement. These external enemies are working in Russia
through a fifth column of pseudo-liberals and Nazis who share a
common hatred of Putin's Russia, as they call it, and common foreign
backers.”>* A member of the movement claims that: “We think that

America is Russia's main enemy, one must remember that we always

532 «TyT Mbl N1LLIEM O NPOEKTe KOPOTKO...Ecnu Bbl nMeeTe oTHoweHMe K AeuxeHuto HALLN,
Mbl xaem Baw 6nor B HaweMm perTuHre. Onsa yyactus goctatodHo» Nashi's website,
https://web.archive.org/web/20120313183119/http://nashi.su/projects/51 accessed in
19.06.2024.

533 Oleg Belov, “Nashi versus Nazi: Anti-Fascist Activity as a Means of Mass Youth
Mobilization in Contemporary Russia”, Anthropology of East Europe Review, Vol.26, No.2,
p. 50.

534 Maya Atwal & Edwin Bacon, “The youth movement Nashi: contentious politics, civil society
and party politics”, East European Politics, Vol.38, No.3, 2012, p. 261.

535 Robert Coalson, “Running Against Washington”, Radio Free Europe, 2005, https://
www.rferl.org/a/1057827.html accessed in 19.06.2024.
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have had enemies. The goal is to stop Russia from becoming a
subsidiary of the United States and a supplier of raw materials.”5%

2. Anti-democracy: as I indicated above, the Nashi Manifesto materials
state that the movement's goal and core objective is to reinforce and
promote Russia's development as a great power in the twenty-first
century by economic and social methods rather than military authority
and political tactics. The manifesto focuses on Russian sovereignty,
freedom, and independence in determining global game rules, as well
as the abolition of American (Western) hegemony. The manifesto also
covers the struggle against oligarchism (the concept of anti-
oligarchism is special to the Nashi movement's worldview), portraying
Putin as a saviour of Russia and emphasising the fact that he has
restored power to the Russian economy, which was in decline in the
1990s. The Manifesto also harshly criticises liberalism, claiming that
liberal countries place the most severe demands on democracy.

3. Authoritarianism: the Nashi movement was founded largely to
maintain the power of the Russian state. The movement's main issue
was to keep out parties that did not fit into the authoritarian landscape
and hence were deemed apolitical. Another issue was recruiting young
people who were sceptical of this movement, particularly in urban
areas; few young people from urban areas signed up for this
movement, and the vast majority of these young people felt that such
movements are tools for political manipulation. This scepticism has
resulted in the development of several local youth movements within
Russian higher education institutions.’” Stanovaya's words provide an
acceptable explanation of the Nashi movement's position within
authoritarian ideology, describing it as an image of virtual democracy,
a youth movement that falsifies true democratic philosophy. This is not
an incorrect or untrue remark, but after reviewing the propagandistic
materials utilised by the Nashi movement in the recruitment process,

536 |bidem.

537 «9TOT CKenTMUM3M MpUBEN K PasBUTUIO psfia MECTHbIX MOJIOAEXHbIX ABWXEHWUN B
POCCUICKUX BbICIWIMX Y4YebHbIX 3aBefeHusix», TaTbsAHa CTaHoBasa, «MonogexHble
opraHusauui B coBpeMeHHo Pocuidr, MonuTtkom.py, 2005, https://politcom.ru/320.html
accessed in 19.06.2024.
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it is not a strategy that represents the concept of authoritarianism.
Stanovaya regards the Nashi movement solely as a political tool
beholden to the Kremlin. Author Maya Atwal proposes another
explanation that is much closer to the ideology of Authoritarianism:
growing authoritarianism. Nashi appears as an attempt by the Russian
state to undermine the development of independent political youth
movements, and its main flaw is that it assumes the passivity of Nashi
activists and the state's absolute ability to determine the movement's
growth.5® According to Maya Atwal's explanation, Dmitry Andreev
states the following on the role of the Nashi movement in Russia under
Putin's leadership: “Nashi can be regarded as a pure model of manged
passionarity (ympaBaeHme maccroHapHocTh) in the framework of
Putin's regime's managed democracy, where passionarity refers to the
feelings of people whose objective is to devotedly serve goals assigned
to, or by, them.”® He also stated that the primary objective for such
passionate people is to organise, or reorganise, everyday life around
them with the help of a constructed enemy or with negative examples,
and that the Nashi movement acts as a pro-Kremlin movement and is
supported to some extent by it; however, any type of emotional
commitment is prohibited within the Kremlin's political guidelines.>
According to Andreev, while the Kremlin seeks total ideological
freedom, passion, such as Nashi's political style, is not only
unnecessary but also dangerous if the Kremlin wishes to distribute its
ideas according to its administrative vertical.**' Given the Nashi

538 Jussi Lassila, “Making Sense of Nashi’s Political Style. The Bronze Soldier and the Counter-
Orange Community”, Demokratizatsiya: The Journal of Post-Soviet Democratization, 2011,
p. 259.

539 «Hawwm MOXKHO paccmaTtpuBaTb Kak YMCTYHO MoAeslb UCMOPYEHHOW NAacCUOHAPHOCTU B
paMKax ynpaBnsemMoun AeMoKpaTum pexxuma lyTuHa, rae nacCMOHapHOCTb OTHOCUTCS K
YyBCTBaM NtOAEN, YbsA LEeNb - NpefaHHO CNY)XWUTb LeNsiM, MOCTaBNEHHbIM Nepes, HUMU
WKW NOCTaBNEHHbIM UMWy, OMuTpuin AHgpees, «Hawa oCHOBHas MUCCUS — USMEHUTb
ob6paszoBaHne B Poccuwu», Mepsoe ob6nacTHoe, https://www.1obl.ru/news/ekonomika/
dmitriy-andreev-nasha-osnovnaya-missiya-izmenit-obrazovanie-v-rossii/ accessed in
19.06.2024.

540 Jussi Lassila, “Making Sense of Nashi’s Political Style. The Bronze Soldier and the Counter-
Orange Community”, Demokratizatsiya: The Journal of Post-Soviet Democratization, 2011,
p. 259.

541 Ibidem.
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movement's actions and objectives, we can conclude that the managed
democracy of the presidential administration is its greatest asset
because, as we will see in the movement's next ideology, a cult of
personality was created around the image of the Kremlin leader, from
which the movement derived its name, the Putinist Youth or
Hitlerjugend 2.0.

4. Putinism: from my perspective, Putinism for the Nashi movement is
more of a style of thinking than an ideology in and of itself. Because
this kind of thinking has instilled xenophobic attitudes in these young
people, even if their demonstrations do not include violent attacks, the
concepts presented are intended to indoctrinate them to be hostile to
strangers. The author Francoise Thom defines the Putinist regime as
follows: “the Putinist regime is like a chameleon, hard to distinguish,
leaning towards Western liberalism, then to neocommunism of the
type Ghenadi Zyuganov, then to Bonapartism of the type Alexandr
Lebed; inspired by Stalin and Stolypin, Nicholas II's last reforming
French minister.”>* The author says that his talent is to influence
public opinion and then integrate it with the false opinion he produced
by controlling state media.’* The Nashi youth movement is strongly
tied to this type of Putinist thinking, as they are fostered by the present
presidential administration, and the Kremlin specifies whom to revolt
against. Except for a few significant achievements, projects, and
presidential encounters, nothing in the Nashi Manifesto suggests a
relationship to Putin. What stands out is the following paragraph,
which emphasises Russia's role on the international stage: we do not
understand Russia's leadership as military-political dominance over
other countries and peoples, but rather as Russia's influence in the
world, based on the attractiveness of Russian culture, the Russian way
of life, and its political and social system. To be a leader involves
always striving for the new and creating circumstances for success.5*

542 Francoise Thom, Putin si Putinismul, Bucuresti: Humanitas, 2018, p. 71.

543 |bidem, pp.71-72.

544 lvo Mijnssen, The Quest for an Ideal Youth in Putin’s Russia I. Back to Our Future! History,
Modernity, and Patriotism according to Nashi, 2005-2013, Germany, Stuttgart: Ibidem-
Verlag, 2014, p. 74.
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5. Sovereign Democracy: for this ideology, I choose two articles authored
by Vladislav Surkov, namely Sovereignty is a Synonym for
Competitiveness and Ideological Horizon. Surkov stated in the first article,
which is much more accessible than the second, that: “the ideology of
Sovereign Democracy sees the strengthening of the state as a
precondition for both the economic and democratic development of
society; in the 1990s, Russia lost the ability to make sovereign
decisions, distorting democracy and making it meaningless.”>*
Inspired by this article, the Nashi movement frequently emphasises
Russia's role as a world power during the Soviet Union; they believe
that the main culprits for the loss of this status and the collapse of the
USSR are those who were not useful at the time to maintain it.
According to political researcher Andrei Okara, Sovereign Democracy
posits a collectivist view of the people, barring against the extension of
democratic procedures to the level of institutions.>*¢ The manifesto of
the Nashi movement, which we discussed in this chapter, advises
readers to “cease talking about safeguarding human rights and
dismisses liberal criticism of Putin as an ideological weapon and an
expression of Western double standards on democracy.”>” According
to Surkov's articles, the Nashi movement was founded to advance
Russia's modernisation and maintain its position in the great power
hierarchy. This movement's activities, marches, and initiatives all aim
to restore Russian society in the style of the Soviet Union. It is difficult
to discuss the philosophies of this movement because, like the
Skinheads, they approach various ideas from multiple viewpoints.

545 «<upeonornst CyBepeHHoOM AeMOKpaTUM paccMaTpuBaeT YKpenieHue rocyfapcrBa Kak
npeanocbiyiky Kak 3KOHOMUYeCKoro, Tak n aeMokpaTtn4yeckoro passutusa 06LIJ,eCTBa; B
1990-e rogbl Poccusi yTpatuna CMNOCOBHOCTb MPUHMMAaTb CYBEPEHHbIE pPELLEHMS,
nckaxxasi 4eMOoKpaTuto U aenas ee 6eccMmbicnieHHoON» Bnagucnae CypkoB, «CyBepeHUTET
- 9TO MOMUTMYECKMA CUHOHUM KOHKYPEHTOCMOCOBHOCTUM BflagucnaB CypKOB»,
MonutHBykKa.py, 2006, http://www.politnauka.org/library/public/surkov.php accessed in
20.06.2024.

546 Andrei Okara, “Sovereign Democracy: A New Russian Idea or a PR Project?”, Russia in
Global Affairs, Vol.5, No.3, p. 19.

547 lvo Mijnssen, op.cit., p. 76.
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4.5. Nashi's role in Russia’s post-1991 nation-building
process and Foreign Policy

In this subchapter, I have chosen to discuss four major circumstances
concerning the Nashi movement on the worldwide stage:

4.5.1. Russia — United Kingdom problem

The first context in which I may discern the Nashi movement's foreign
policy is the friction between Russia and the United Kingdom. In 2003,
tensions arose between Russia and the United Kingdom over the English
internationalisation of various local political discussions in Russia involving
human rights issues. In this context, British authorities have granted political
refuge to Boris Berezovsky, a Russian oligarch facing fraud accusations in
Russia, Ahmed Zakaev, a Chechen opposition leader, and Yulia Dubova, the
former CEO of the Logovaz automotive manufacturer.> Following an
investigation into the poisoning of former KGB officer Alexandr Litvinenko
in the United Kingdom in November 2006, British courts charged Andrey
Lugovoy, another former KGB officer, with the murder. Britain officially
requested extradition for Andrey Lugovoy, but it was denied by Russian
authorities.>

I chose this context because it represents the pinnacle of hostilities
between Russia and the United Kingdom. In the same year, 2006, the Nashi
movement launched protests against Britain. Antony Brenton, the British
Ambassador to Moscow, attended an opposition movement conference
called The Other Russia in July 2006. Since then, Nashi members have
gathered outside the British Embassy in Moscow on several occasions to

548 «B 3TOM KOHTEKCTe OpuTaHCKMe BNacTU MNpPeAoCTaBWAM MNOJIMTUYECKOE YOexuLie
poccuinckomy onurapxy bopucy bepesoBckomy, nuaepy YeuyeHCcKon onnosuunmn Axmeay
3akaeBy 1 6blBLIEMY reHepanbHOMY AMPeKTOpPY KoMnaHum Logovaz automotive HOnum
Oy6oeoi» Hukuta CepreeBuy YekynuH, bepesosckuii — Hu CBosi Urpa, MeTepcoypr:
MuTep, 2011, c.61.

549 Global Security: Russia — Second Report of Session 2007-2008, London: The Stationery
Office Limited, 2007, p. 48.

236



The Political Youth Movement Nashi: the road to managed democracy

demand an apology from Brenton for his attendance at the conference.>® The
Nashi movement members planned to use this process to force the dismissal
of the British ambassador to Moscow; the movement's head, Vasily
Yakemenko, outlined these measures in a harassing tone: “Brenton
addressed the gathering of fascists. If he does not apologise, he has to leave
our country.”%! This campaign, whose main goal was to harass the British
Ambassador, included the following actions: Nashi members followed the
ambassador on his way home from work, left threatening tickets on his car
windscreen, and interrupted his speeches in Samara and Ulyansk.
Following these episodes, the British Ambassador issued many
statements accusing the Nashi movement of using intimidation tactics
against the Kremlin and accused Russia of breaking the Vienna Convention
on Diplomatic Relations between the two countries. The Kremlin has
publicly acknowledged that it supports the move, given the protection of
Russia's national values. A concrete example of this statement is in July 2007,
during his visit to Nashi's summer camp at Lake Seliger, Vladimir Putin
accused Britain of insulting the Russian people. Putin saw Britain's
extradition request for Andrei Lugovoy as evidence of its continued colonial
attitude.’ Putin expressed his gratitude for the Nashi youth movement in
the following way: “if you need my or the state’s support, we are ready.”>*
Putin supported the Nashi movement on every occasion from its inception
until 2007, but his support dwindled after the Bronze Soldier issue in Estonia,
when the Nashi movement's goal to be an autonomous movement free of

government influence became clear.

550 David Nowak, “Nashi Won't Take Tea with Brenton”, The Moscow Times, 2006, http://
www.themoscowtimes.com/sitemap/free/2006/9/article/nashi-wont-take-tea-with-
brenton/202300.html accessed in 20.06.2024.

551 Evgeny Finkel and Yitzhak Brundy, “Russia and the Color Revolutions”, Democratization,
Vol.19, No.1, 2012, p. 24.

552 Richard Holt, “Putin Accuses Britain of Colonial Thinking”, The Telegraph, 2007, https://
www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/1558374/Putin-accuses-Britain-of-colonial-
thinking.html accessed in 20.06.2024.

553 «ecnn BaM Hy)>KHa MOSl UM FOCYAapCTBEHHANA NOALEPKKA, Mbl OMNpefeNIeHHO roToBbI», «B
TannvHe [LeMOHTMPOBaNM NaMsATHUK COBETCKOMY BouHy-ocBob6oauTento», JleHTa.py,
2007, https://lenta.ru/news/2007/04/27/tallinn4/ accessed in 20.06.2024.
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4.5.2. Bronze Soldier crisis and cyber-attacks on Estonia

In January 2007, a dispute between Russia and Estonia occurred when
Estonian President Thomas Hendrik Ilves signed legislation authorising the
transfer of a Second World War Soviet memorial Bronze Soldier, from
Tallinn's city centre to a military cemetery.>* Cyberattacks against Estonian
banking, communications, and government infrastructures began on April
27, 2007, during the transfer of the monument by Estonian government
workers and lasted several weeks.5 Protesters also fought the Bronze
Soldier's removal, resulting in one death, 153 injuries, and 800 arrests on
Bronze Night in Tallinn.>® The Nashi movement was the primary driver of
this conflict, which included hacking and street protests. Nashi's activity
about the Bronze Soldier Crisis began on April 27, 2007, with the siege of the
Estonian Embassy in Moscow.’”” Members of the Nashi movement
demonstrated again, disrupting a briefing by Estonian Ambassador to
Russia Marina Kaljurand and yelling one of the organisation's slogans, "Say
no to fascism."s%

On May 1, 2007, the leader of the Nashi movement made a statement
about the incident on the movement's website, stating that he wanted the
Estonian embassy in Moscow dismantled, with a date of demolition set for
June 12, 2007. The Nashi movement also staged a protest on the Estonia-
Russia highway, obstructing traffic and preventing freight trucks from
reaching Estonia. They organised protests against the Estonian trucks in

Ivanograd, a Russian town on the Estonia-Russia border, with the slogan

554 Thomas Ambrosio, Authoritarian Backlash: Russian Resistance to Democratization in the
Former Soviet Union, Farnham: Ashgate, 2009, p. 98.
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uHdpacTpyKTypbl Hayanucb 27 anpenst 2007 ropa BO BpeMsa nepefayn namsiTHUKa
3CTOHCKUMMU rocygapCTBeHHbIMU Ciy>XalluMn 1 NpoaosiKaancb HeECKOJIbKO Heaesb»
JleHTa.py, 2007, https://lenta.ru/news/2007/04/27/tallinn4/ accessed in 20.06.2024.

55 “Tallinn Tense After Deadly Riots”, BBC News, 2007, http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/
6602171.stm accessed in 20.06.2024.

557 «JenaTenbHoCTb Hawum B cBA3M C KpM3MCOM GPOH30BOro cosiaTa Havyanacb 27 anpens
2007 roga ¢ ocafbl 3CTOHCKOro nocosnbctBa B MockBe» AHapen CTeHuH, «Ecnv Mbl
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"Don't let SS trucks pass," which drew clear parallels between Estonia and
Hitler's rule.’® This demonstration did not have the anticipated impact
because the trucks transporting the merchandise were on their way to Narva,
an area on the Russia-Estonia border populated by Russian speakers. Finally,
two Nashi commissioners, Konstantin Goloskokov and Sergei Markov,
issued different statements regarding the event. On March 3, 2009, Markov
indicated that his colleague was planning cyberattacks on important
Estonian institutions' websites. Markov's position as a State Duma deputy
from Putin's United Russia Party fuelled debate regarding the state's role in
assault planning; however, the Estonian Defence Ministry downplayed
Markov's assertion by emphasising the operations' highly coordinated
character.5¢ Furthermore, on March 13, 2009, Konstantin Golodskokov told
the Moscow Times that he led the squad of specialists who targeted Estonian
websites in April 2007.5!

4.5.3. Nashis summer camp and foreign policy

The Nashi movement's summer camps located in the Seliger Lake area
were always accompanied by visual representations, the most visible of
which were the symbols, which represented foreign entities viewed as
Russia's foes or threats. The symbols were the most significant weapon; thus,
they were carefully chosen to depict the opponent as accurately as possible.
For example, emblems from the Nazi era, particularly swastikas, were
displayed throughout the camp to highlight the dangers of neo-Nazi

activities and parties. Oleg Belov claimed that in Russia, being labelled a

559 «OHM opraHu3oBanuM nNpoOTecTbl MNPOTUB 3CTOHCKUX T[pPy30BUKOB B MBaHorpage,
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Ivtnepa», Mbep Cuanbe, «<Hawm HaMepeHbl NMKETUPOBATb MOCONLCTBO SCTOHUU A0
Mo6eppbl», 2007, https://www.rg.ru/2007/05/03/nashi.html accessed in 20.06.2024.
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fascist is equivalent to being removed from the political arena.>> The Nashi
movement uses the terms fascism and strict Nazism to label the threat from
the West/America. The camps organised during the summer months are
specifically designed to indoctrinate people towards the West, and to combat
these threats, Nashi movement members emphasise that they are defenders
of national values and that the fight against Nazism did not end with the end
of World War II. For example, during the summer camp in 2007, photos of
political activists such as Gari Kasparov and leader Eduard Limonov (NBP)
were displayed, their photos were edited in various ways, and the leaders'
faces appeared on female bodies, followed by text highlighting the fact that
these leaders sold their country for substantial amounts of money from
abroad. Another example, a photo portraying Estonian Foreign Minister
Urmas Paet wearing Hitler's moustache, with the phrase "Who is he, if not
an enemy?" / «Kto 910 ecan uu Bpar? »%

Members of the Nashi movement also attacked Estonian President
Toomas Hendrik Ilves at the summer camp in 2008. For example, they built
a specially designed space to house a pig they named after the president of
Estonia, as well as a Nashi member dressed in an American army uniform,
claiming to be the animal's caretaker. Through this performance, Nashi
members hoped to express the friendship between the United States and
Estonia. In 2010, it is considered to be the last meeting in the summer
camps at Lake Seliger, another series of politicians, both American,
Russian and Estonian activists, were parodied, such as Hillary Clinton,
Condoleezza Rice, Georgian President Mikhail Saakashvili, the judges of
the European Court for Human Rights, members of the Estonian
parliament, Russian human right activists, writers, opposition leaders
Lyudmila Alekseyeva, Nikolay Svanidze, Mikhail Khodorkovsky, Eduard

52 Qleg Belov, “Nashi versus Nazi: Anti-Fascist Activity as a Means of Mass Youth
Mobilization in Contemporary Russia”, Anthropology of East European Review, Vol.26, No.2,
p. 48.

563 «buTBa 3a cepaua M yMbl Monogexwu», AlMH, 2007, http://www.apn-nn.ru/537573.html
accessed in 21.06.2024.
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Limonov, Valeria Novodvorskaya and Boris Nemtsov, were portrayed as

puppets wearing Nazi caps.>*

4.5.4. Reanimation of the Nashi movement and stepping out
of the political circle in Russia

When President Dmitry Medvedev ran for president and won in 2008,
his ascent in politics and closeness to the West left the Nashi movement
without the backing it required to survive. As Marlene Laruelle and Stanislav
Belkovsky note, since 2008, the Russian administration, including Prime
Minister Vladimir Putin, has grown increasingly concerned about Nashi's
aggressive and autonomous acts, such as those directed against British and
Estonian embassies.>

The new leadership began to blame the Nashi movement for
disruptive behaviour and distanced themselves from it, finally leading to the
cessation of operations and a severe reduction in the movement's autonomy.
Under Borovikov's leadership, Nashi saw systematic organisational
degeneration, and the organisation's regional branches were reduced to only
five: Tula, Voronezh, Ivanovo, Yaroslavl, and Vladimir.5¢ Under the
presidential administration, Vladislav Surkov, one of the Nashi movement's
main founders, was dismissed and replaced by Vyacheslav Volodin in 2011,
who saw the Nashi movement as quite dangerous, particularly in terms of
the country's foreign relations, following the events at the Seliger camp,
where the vast majority of international politicians were parodied and thus
exposed online. As a youth organisation that has repeatedly accused
opposition groups of receiving foreign funds, Nashi was charged by a
Russian court in 2011 with failing to report receiving foreign funds.>”

564 “ROAR: Youth at Seliger Camp Use Nazi Symbols to Portray Ideological Enemies”, Russia
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The purpose was not to fully collapse this movement, but rather to
suppress the authority to make decisions regarding the organisation of
activities and goals that were steady at the start. This attempt at suppression
is best explained by a reduction in orange panic in government circles
following the Russian election marathon, the Kremlin's preferred parties and
candidates were safely shepherded through the critical election phase, the
regime's political continuity is assured, and mass protests in Russia's streets
have not materialised.>® Furthermore, according to records made by the
Russian State Duma, in 2023, specially selected Kremlin members organised
various courses to teach children and adolescents about free and fair Russian
elections.” Members of the Duma consider that more young movements
should be formed because the current struggle in Ukraine is long-term and
requires a much greater mass of sympathisers and recruits to go to war>.
Since the end of 2022, multiple such movements funded and supported by
the Kremlin have emerged on Russian territory. Following the outbreak of
the war in Ukraine in February 2022, the groundwork was laid for the
establishment of the Federal Agency for Youth Affairs (from kindergarten to
higher education), which will offer courses that incorporate elements of pro-
Kremlin ideology, intending to instil nationalism and xenophobia in young
people. On September 12, 2023, a law called the “Systematisation of Youth
Policy” was published expressly for this aim, “instilling in young people the
desire to accomplish their constitutional obligation to defend their
motherland.”®! Former Nashi members led such movements that arose
because of the conflicts that broke out between 2023 and 2024.
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Conclusions

Russia has a long history of turbulent far-right movements, but this
current and active phenomenon among youth is relatively new, as is the
concept of nationalism. This phenomenon has existed in Europe since the
nineteenth century, with the French Revolution serving as the catalyst, but
it was first regarded as an emotion rather than an ideology. Nationalism
and xenophobia fostered youth activism and mobilisation, while
categorising young people based on their political allegiance facilitated
access to political plurality. However, in Russia, the extreme right,
particularly among young people, differed from that in the West. As I
discussed in the second chapter, where I presented a history of far-right
movements from the time of the Tsar to the present, I can conclude that since
then, the Kremlin leadership has exploited the young population by
establishing youth movements financed and controlled solely by the state
and ultimately supporting them.

In this study, I tracked the behavioural differences of youth movements
with a nationalist and xenophobic tinge in Tsarist and Putinist Russia. This in-
depth examination focused on two youth movements that, although they
appear different at first glance, share the same philosophies and ambitions.
The youth movement under Tsar Nicholas II, the Komsomol of the Soviet
Union, and subsequently the political youth movement Nashi are eloquent
examples of young political formations solely controlled by the state and the
entourage of the presidential administration. They illustrate the trajectory that
Russian nationalism has taken from the nineteenth century to the present. I
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conclude that Russian nationalism embodies cyclical nationalism; since the
Skinheads movement and the Nashi movement, their goals and objectives,
established from the movement's inception, appeal to the foundations of
nationalism in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, respectively. The Nashi
movement referenced the USSR era, when Russia was regarded as a major
force on the global stage, with one of its goals being to restore Russia's former
renown. I presented and analysed the factors that triggered actions within the
Skinheads movement, described as a neo-Nazi faction within far-right
movements. Throughout this paper, I emphasised that not all members of the
Skinheads movement were affiliated with extremist parties; rather, they often
acted in gangs, many of whom did not wish to engage in Russian politics.

The most compelling explanations and responses to the study topic,
which emphasises the emergence of nationalism and xenophobia among
young people in post-Soviet Russia, focus on both external and internal
sources. The first ensemble of explanations is based on nationalist and
racist beliefs. They focused on the socioeconomic stagnation in Russia in the
1990s, on the cleavages between us and them that were caused by the process
of immigration, unemployment, and economic crises, and on the weakening
of Russian national values by all of these. Many young people have found
themselves having a hard time finding a job; in the villages and some of the
cities of Russia, people lived in poverty, and with the increase in the flow of
immigrants into the territory of Russia, I concentrated on young people since
they were relatively young when they joined these movements, with many
of them in their adolescent years, wanting to establish themselves at all
costs. Many of them are perplexed during economic turmoil. The person (a
former Skinhead member) who consented to give me an interview
admitted that he wanted to be a part of such a movement since its
ideals and aspirations were entwined with his own, particularly those
concerning the influx of immigrants.

According to the first set of explanations for the rise of nationalism
and xenophobia among post-Soviet youth, all processes, whether economic
or otherwise, have paved the way for far-right youth movements to
develop and grow in surveys, and both the Nashi and Skinhead
movements had thousands of sympathisers and members when they first
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appeared on the Russian political scene. The transition to modernity and
democracy caused a rather deep subsidence between the cleavages
between Us and Them, or reactivated those that already existed but were
not very visible, because Russia was a superpower, and one can still see this
struggle to reclaim the Empire's state today.

The second set of explanations for the major study issue on the increase
of nationalism and xenophobia among young people is sociological,
focusing on the components that contribute to political opportunities. The
concept of political opportunity has become more popular in the Russian
Federation as a key engine for the potential of collective action to effectively
mobilise Russia's youth. This notion of the offer implies that young
people, particularly those from impoverished origins, are drawn to
potential career prospects in prestigious Russian institutions only if they
follow the path outlined by the leaders of youth political parties. My
investigation has revealed that the transition to democracy and modernity
created schisms between us and others (the latter being deemed enemies), as
well as the reality that this democracy is a creation of the decadent West,
which did not follow the same path as Russia.

Chapter 3 examined the Skinheads movement in Russia (the
ideology pursued, the mobilisation action, recruiting, propaganda, and
so on), which arosein response to the hardships of post-Soviet society
in the 1990s. To a significant extent, external causes that contributed to the
acceleration of nationalism and xenophobia, disseminated the everyday racist
mentality, which is rather prevalent among modern Russian youth. It is
crucial to note that the Skinheads movement was not just nationalistic from
the start, but that some of its members did not adopt this theory or the other
beliefs that I outlined in this work. Both the Skinheads and the Nashi
movements exhibit a detachment from everything exotic or different, which
ultimately defines their identity. Nationalism and xenophobia are the major
components of the Skinhead movement; nevertheless, in their case, these
phenomena are considerably more prominent. We have shown that the
Skinhead movement is an extreme right-wing mentality that grew
nationally in the early post-Soviet era. I can conclude that the Skinheads
movement is a socioeconomic disorder that has significantly contributed
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to the rise of nationalist and xenophobic visions, elements that acted as a
protective capsule against the factors that affected post-Soviet society, namely
the economic crises of the 1990s and the propaganda and immigration flow of
the Chechen Wars. With the Chechen War, xenophobia became a natural
reaction of the Skinhead movement to hate crimes and ethnic crimes
committed against refugees fleeing the Caucasus and Central Asia.

The results I obtained utilising data from the SOVA Centre website on
the xenophobic actions/attitudes of the Skinheads movement demonstrate
that these types of behaviours are currently decreasing, compared to the
1990s, when the rate of these actions was extremely high. Except for the
sanctions imposed on Russia following the outbreak of the crisis in Ukraine,
it signifies economic stabilisation with Putin's rise to power. The person
who conducted the interview had a more positive assessment of Putin
and what has changed with the new presidential administration than of
Russia under Boris Yeltsin. Not all Skinheads are neo- Nazis, but those
who study Nazi Germany's ideology have been drawn to Nazi aesthetics,
such as uniforms. It should be noted that the clothing has modernised; we
see that the members of the Skinheads movement are all dressed in jeans
and T-shirts, and the key element in this uniform is the boots up to the
ankle, which are trimmed to zero. Another aspect of Nazi aesthetics, the
cult of a flawless body, derives from what I discussed in Chapter 4. In the
1990s, white supremacy became the principal proponent of far-right
movements. The economic recession and the disintegration of education,
the system, and jobs during the reformist period of the 1990s were the
primary reasons why the Skinheads movement gained momentum,
exacerbating the chaos of the 1990s.

The wars in Chechnya fuel animosity for the Caucasus native
population, while the number of Skinhead members has increased,
according to the numbers presented in the report. The Skinheads movement
accepted an imperialist discourse that began to grow among its adherents,
as well as an Aryan Slavic identity, with its racial identity informed by
Nazi propaganda and aggressively criticising globalisation and modernity.
I can conclude that the Skinheads movement heavily pushed the image of
the superhero and the notion that the Slavs are a pure Nordic race. The
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decline in the number of skinheads and hate crimes can be attributed to the
application of the law to these acts of violence. Given the fact that during the
events in Ukraine in 2004 (the Orange Revolution), the Ukrainian authorities
accused Russia of harbouring many neo-Nazis, including members of the
Skinheads movement, and collaborating with the Russian state, resulting in
the end of Skinheads operations.

The Political Youth Movement Nashi played a more direct and
profound role in the emergence of nationalism and less xenophobia; the
latter phenomenon existed, butnot as visibly as in the Skinheads movement,
and there are no statistics on hate-motivated acts of violence among the
Nashi. Despite its official position, which first indicates that it opposes
fascism or any form of nationalism, the Nashi movement has evolved into a
nationalist movement rather than a patriotic one, as suggested at the outset.
Since the movement began to recruit from the outside, members of the
Skinheads movement or other radical parties have attempted to dominate
it. As a result, the movement evolved from a promoter of anti-fascist ideas to
a state organ disseminating fascist nationalism and ideas, and how these
phenomena were disseminated with a fascist tinge contributed
significantly to an increase in extremist attitudes towards justice among
young Russians. The yearly summer camps held at Lake Seliger, as well
as the activities and courses offered, are the most evident parallels to the
Hitler Youth; this personality cult from the Nazi German period can also
be found in the Nashi movement. The investigation in Chapter 4 shows that
the Nashi youth political movement is a modernised version of the Hitler
Youth. Unlike the Skinheads movement, the Nashi youth movement
received financial assistance from the presidential administration and a few
pro-Kremlin organisations.

The Nashi Movement was a pro-Kremlin instrument used to counter the
potential threat of the repercussions of the Orange Revolution in Ukraine, as
well as the economic results of the 2004 reforms. I explained that the Nashi
Movement represented a movement of nepotist practices that could
guarantee the loyalty of Russian youth and was a dynamic player on the
foreign policy scene, which carried out Kremlin orders. As I explained in
Chapter 4, the Kremlin significantly reduced its funding to the Nashi youth
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movement because it moved beyond the boundaries imposed by the
presidential administration and desired to be an autonomous movement,
separate from the state, and formulate and implement its projects and
objectives. Not only did this result in the breakup of this movement, but the
street politics of the 2007 Bronze Soldier Crisis, mobilisation tactics,
recruitment, and practices of the summer camps at Lake Seliger did not
deliver the expected results for the Kremlin. However, the message
intended to be conveyed in the West was that it was important for the
outside world to recognise that Russia's Kremlin system has an active and
devoted youth population.

Despite this, the political youth movements Nashi and Skinheads,
with their activities, were viewed with scepticism about Russia's democratic
system. I can conclude that the Skinheads and Nashi movements reflect a
democratic fragility in Russia. Both youth movements provide an example
of a superficial transition to democracy. The Nashi movement, which began
as a pro-democracy, anti-fascist movement, gradually undermined the
democratic  transition. The movement's leaders, who were once
considered the primary agents of democracy, were ultimately responsible
for establishing a government and an authoritarian system.

The contributions that this paper brings to the study of right-wing
extremist youth movements in post-Soviet Russia are:

e Using the Internet for dissemination of information and recruitment
(movements have utilised the internet to promote their programmes,
events, pamphlets, and so on, as well as photographs and videos
featuring old members of these movements sharing their stories).

e [ proposed the phrase "cyclical nationalism" to describe how both
movements were rooted in a certain moment in Russia (Tsarist
Empire, Nazi Germany, and Soviet Union).

¢ Jused the term "ideoscapes" to describe the flow of these ideologies that
work together to create a certain idea, phrases, and images of what
they wish to portray, which shape the youth's perspective of reality.
Both movements encourage principles found in the philosophies they
approach while suppressing those they believe are destructive to the
country's progress, such as the democratisation process.
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In conclusion, there was a transition in Russia, but it did not take the
road that the West had envisioned. The transition to democracy was
superficial; even though they no longer funded the Nashi movement, and
the state began to apply punishments to the Skinheads movement, with
many membersimprisoned, theirideals persisted. The Nashi movement's still-
operational website advertises their fight against fascism, but as I previously
indicated, all of this is merely surface; Russia's path was towards a semi-
authoritarian dictatorship. Furthermore, since the collaboration between
the Nashi youth movement and the Skinheads movement, which is a far-
right movement, the presidential administration has done nothing but
support extremist nationalism and allow such an ideology to permeate the
spheres of influence of Russian youth. This action on the part of the
presidential administration was an incentive for the Skinheads movement
to allow itself to promote its propaganda and the ways of recruiting and
mobilising its members; therefore, the leadership did not suppress this
movement, and the influence it had until 2018 increased. Their groups on
Vkontakte, where they were discussing, propagating, and recruiting
members, had posts until 2018, when the movement stopped, according to
statistics. But there are still people who use these groups only for strictly
entertainment purposes. The members of the Skinheads movement do not
talk about the reason that prompted them to get out of this movement. The
person who gave me the interview avoided this question, eventually
providing a rather vague answer. What I can conclude is that the Nashi
movement was a more peaceful mirror of the Skinhead movement.
According to statistics, the Nashi movement was not involved in acts of
violence, he said; however, he was an active contributor in the process of
rising nationalism among young people through their activities, messages
sent, career offers, and so on. All this was extremely appealing to the Russian
youth.

Both the Skinhead youth movement and the Nashi youth political
movement played significant roles in propagating nationalism and
xenophobia among Russia's youth population. The Nashi youth political
movement and the Skinheads movement have mastered nationalism and
xenophobia as integral parts of their political agenda, spreading these two
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phenomena interactively and with a rather high intensity inside the borders
of the Russian world since the period of Boris Yeltsin's government,
respectively, and the current government, led by Vladimir Putin. The then
and present presidential administrations played an extremely significant
role in the rise of nationalism and xenophobia. Given the close but little
visible cooperation between the two movements, the statement said that the
presidential administration not only allowed them (by financing the
activities of the movements) but also gave them the courage to spread
nationalism even more among younger generations through their access,
especially the Nashi movement, only to state-controlled media channels.
Like a totalitarian regime in which media elements were controlled by the
state before being exposed to the public, I can conclude that everything
posted on the Nashi movement's website was previously controlled by
those in the presidential administration tasked with analysing such posts.
The Nashi movement's website contains entries that praise and exalt the
government's and pro-Kremlin's achievements in various aspects of the
Russian world. The forms designed attracting as many people as possible
implies the prerequisites and advertising they use before accessing this sort
of form, which is a constraint for those who wish to participate in this
movement. This option is no longer optional due to the format of the
advertisements and the form's requirements. The answer to the question of
therise of the far right among young people through such resources is, above
all, quite a big challenge for the future of Russia, which is slowly beginning
to return to the past. The cyclical nationalism developed with these two
movements turned from the originally planned road to democracy,
towards an imperialist future, and a re-Stalinization of the Russian state.
The future is that of the Empire, of the USSR, in which Russia has the status
of a great power.

My research focused on the elements that concern on socioeconomic
development, the social and cultural aspects we observed in the study of the
two movements, the impact that the flow of immigrants had on these two
movements, the most important factors that stood at the foundation of the
actions of the two movements, namely the unemployment rate and the lack
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of jobs, and later on, the challenges generated by the modernization and
globalisation processes.

In this study, I explained why young people chose to join these
movements by examining the policy of the offer developed by these
movements, particularly the Nashi youth political movement, whose
recruitment offers are presented on their website to attract as many young
people as possible. With the support of these two youth movements'
strategies, I discovered that the Kremlin's presidential administration found
it easy to govern these movements by giving them numerous possibilities
and access to state-controlled media channels. The Political Youth
Movement Nashi was employed to defend Russia's status quo. The Kremlin
sought to subdue these movements by imitating democracy on a global
scale through managed nationalism. I discovered that these nationalist-
patriotic youth movements formed an indispensable component of post-
Soviet society. The newly constituted, semi-authoritarian state in Russia
justifies the aims of nationalist youth movements merely by being its major
purpose. The transition to democracy is greatly hampered by the
government's continued backing and encouragement of far-right
movements. Through indirect observation of the youth political movements
Nashi and Skinheads, I was able to gain a better understanding of the role
these two movements played in shaping Russian youth attitudes, public
opinion towards immigrants, Russian youth perceptions of the Russian
world, and the fact that what lies beyond Russia's borders is a decadent
element. They established a personality cult around Putin through posts on
the Nashi movement's website, in which the president is praised, and his
accomplishments are highlighted. And the mobilisation of these young
people, as well as cooperation between the Nashi and Skinhead
movements, has fanned hostility towards outsiders and the West.

Former Nashi movement members now lead the StopXam movement.
The ideology, activities, and personality cult centred on President Vladimir
Putin's image have remained unchanged since the period preceding the
Nashi movement. What has changed is the movement's image, along with
the name and page of the website used to recruit and mobilise participants.
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Future academic research may examine the impact of these two
youth movements, Nashi and Skinheads, on younger generations today, as
well as what was inherited from them, because these movements are no
longer as active as they were in the late 1990s and 2000s, but their
ideologies, actions, and objectives are still present in current youth
groups. An analysis that will allow us to see the long-term trajectory of
young Russians, as young people today will hold crucial positions in the
state, because, as the slogan on the Nashi website states, someone will be
the third man after Putin in charge.
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Appendix 1: Interview with a former member
of the Skinheads movement

M: Kak BBI OKa3aamchb BOBA€YEHBI B ABVDKeHMe CKuHXxeaos? Uro Bac
npusaekaao?

A.T.: Brlaa Taxkas cuTyaumsi 40 MeHs U MOM AOMBI JoeDasach Tpoe He
PYCCKUIX AI0A€JI He CAaBSIHCKOV HACTU TIPY>XKYyChb TaK, KOTOPBIE pPa3HBIMU
crioco0a U MBITaANMCh Y HAaC BRIMOTATh A€HBIU UyTh TOXKE I10CA€ DTOTO OAUH
13 HUX yaapua Moo Marth. Sl pasona emy poxy. Onu nossaan OyaeT Buepa,
yea. MeH: 9TO OTBET, HO IIEPBLIN BOIIPOC, YTO MHE IIPUBAEKAO, MBI HE Ha

MalillnHe.

I: Kak BbI BriepBble BCTPETUANCDH ¢ HIMM?
A.T.: 5l Hanlucasa Ha XOpoIIeM pyJae, KOTOpas O4eHb XOPOIIIO 3HaeT 3a HTO

Ky4AbTypy, OH M€HJSI II0O3HAKOMI1A C HUMU MBICAM, COIIAMCh Ha OAHUX, €CA.

: MoxeTe paccka3aTb HaM HEMHOTIO O A€0AOTIN T'PYIIIIbI, B KOTOPO
BbI OBLAM?

A.T.: Ecan yeaosek He pycckolt HarmonaasHocT! He 4045KHBI capaHCKa, HO
MeCTO OH IIpOCTO Ipmexaa paborats B Poccmio mpocro paboTaThb
3apabaTbIBaTh A€HBIU He BBIeOBIBAIOTCS B HallleM TOCy4apCTBe, MbI €O He

TporaeM. OH HOpMaabHbI, OH aJeKBaTHBIN K HeMy IpeTeH3uii HeT. Bor
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HaIlpUMep, eCAM eCTh TaKue AI0AM, Takue Jake AI0AbMMU TsKeAO HasBaTb
yeOKku, ebaHbple 0AATh, KOTOpBle IpMe3XaioT B Pycu, HauMHaIOT KayaTh
IIpaBa, He MOTaT Cs A0 >KeHIUH JeByIIeK HecOBepIIeHHOAeTHUX MU3AUTDH
HaIIIIX, a MIMEHHO PYCCKUX A€l IT0CAe DTOTO UX yAaBAMBalO 1 O4eHb CUABHO
NM340C OOBIYHO IIOCA€ TaKMX CUTyallii OHM IlepeeskaloT MAM UAU

MNpUXoANTCsI O4€HDb I110XO.

N: Kak BbI npoBoanan spems1? Kakue 3aHsATHsI Bbl IPOBOAVAN?

A.T.: Ha camoM geae yTpoM MBI OOBIMHO CUAeAU AOMa, Ide, HO IAe-TO
coO0MpaANCh TaM y KOTO-HIMOYAb Y KOTO-TO g0Ma COOMPAANCh, OOCYy>Kiaau
AaAbpHeIle I1AaHbl, UAeY I'yAsIAH, HO BOT KOTAa BBICTYTIaA Bedep, Hy MOXKHO

CKa3aTb, BBIXOAVM AN Ha.

N: 51 unraa, aro B 1990-x roaax paspasmanch KpU3NChl ¥ Obla CO34aH
xaoc. Kakossl Ob1ay mpuanHbI? Kak BBl gymaeTe, Kakasi Oblaa TaaBHasI
npo6aema B Poccym B 1990-x?

A.T.: Hy Tak 4a, T0 OBLAO IIpaBUTEABCTBO, @ KOHKPETHO IIPaBUTEABCTBO.

M: Moxere am BBl Ppaccka’aTb HaM O oOJexXJae CKMHXeAO0B?
Tarymposkax? VimeeT am 0OHa OCOOBIN CMMBOAMYIECKUI XapakTep?

A.T.: Hy uto Mory cka3aTb KOHKPeTHO 00 oJeXJe 04eXJAa 0co00 cMbIcaa
HUKAKOTO He UMeTh OObIdHble 13 OOTMHOK, ®To Oepunl. Dto I'pecesa, B
oO111eM, 40CTaTOYHO, TaK U TsKeA0 1AM HeMHOTO OObIYeH Ha 004, B KOTOpOIt
yAOOHO OeraTh, 11 ga>ke eCAM Thl Oy AeIllh Ha IIPUCTYIIaTh He CTeKA0 He A0MaTh
I Takoe IIPUXOAUAO AeAaTh, TO B TaKue MOMEHTBI HTO 00 ObITh HUKaK He
1oABeAa, IIpsM MOTY IPUBECTU IIpUMep TO JKe caMoe He CTaHy IO AOIIN,
MHaye Ha3bIBaeTCs I4e O4eHb YAOOHO AMYHO IIpakTMKe. XOPOIIO Hacyer
OOTMHOK CKa3aA Jaabllle, HO B IIpUMep OAeXKAy MMEeHHO OAeXKAYy, KOTOPYIO
He PyTOO0A KMHUKYABI, IIOTOMY YTO DTO OOBIYHO He MMeAO0 3HaueHle B HeM
MMEHHO KypTKu OoMOep M MHOIO TaM II0O400HOe camoe I4aBHOe, YTOOBI
Bbongep Ob1a gocTaTOUHO TaKue Kpelkue, ecay Obl 3a TeDsI CAYIMANCH, ThI ObI
MOT CIIOKOMHO OTOMTBCS CBAaTUAM, HalpuMep, 3a KYPTKy, Thl MO>eIb
pPykamu BBIOUTDL CBOIO KYPTKY U3 €TO PyK, TO eCTh, YTOOBI KaK Oblaa Takas.
Hacuer TaTympoBok 1moaydaercsi TaTyUpOBKI. DTO YTO-TO KOAOBpaT. DTO
AOCTAaTOYHO TaKye peAKO CBAaCTUKM, IIOTOMY 4TO AOCTaTOYHO-TaKM OYeHb
MHOTVe AI0AM IyTalOT HaI[3M C PaIm3MoM. DTO KIU3Hb. DTO OTAaleHNe Ha

Cumona lnna. Hamm pas camast nmusaTast 1 Bce TUIIa Ha 9TO Tebe HUKTO He
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uMeeT IIpaBa ITOCATaTh Ha Hallly HalIMIO Ha Hallly OIly HalllAM, a (palli3M.
DTO mposBAE€HME HalUM3Ma 4Yepe3d HacuAue OdeHb CUABHO CHUABHO,
HaIlpuMep, MOTY IIPUBECTY IIPUMeP CaMbIl XYeBbI IIPUMUTEAb, HBIV IIV3M.

9to I'mraep mpocro Takoit yebaxk.

I: Kak ObI BBI OXapakTepu3oBaam CKuHxeaa?

A.T.: Hy, kak Obl 51 pM30BaTh, DTO AOCTAaTOYHO-TaKy CIIOKOVHbIE AIOAM, TO
ecThb I10CAe AHEBHOCTM, HaIIpUMep, s CTaA IrAe-HuOyab B yHUBEpCUTeTe AU
A0 TOTO, THl YBUAUIIIL YeA0BeKa, Thl, Hy, CKOpee BCero, ecAM 4eA0BeK eCTh He
daHaTHUK KaKOI-TO UAM ITOA0OHOE, THl B KM3HU He IOJMMEIIIb, YTO DTO KaK
OOBIYHO He C TOA0BbI, AM0O0 He BBICHIA ITPOCTO KOPOTKO CVKY, HO YTOOBI 3a
BO/AOCHI HE MOT'a CBATUTLCS], YTO BOAOCHI Ha T0A0BEe OAHO U3 CAaMBIX HBIX MECTO
Jye/l0BeKa, Thl celfyac yeaoBeK HM3KMIT ©04eBOil MOpOr, 51 A0CTaTOYHO U C

DTUM.

: YUto Takoe nepapxus rpyrmir?

A.T.: Bepno. YeTBepTrlll BOIIPOC IPOAOAXKAET OTBeYATh Ha BOIIPOC, B YeM
CMBICA MAEOAOTUM MOXKHO CKa3aTh OTAa/J€HHOE HallMlOHaA COLMAAU3M, TO
eCTb Hallli pa3 U BCe, €CAM KTO-TO ITOKyIlaeTCs Ha Halll, He JOAXKHBI DTHUX

A104€, BOT IIPMMEPHO TaKasl NA€0A0T1sI Oblaa.

N: AasaiiTe neperigeM K coBpeMeHHOCTH. EcTh am celtdac ckmHxeab1?
JeicTByeT A ABVDKeHIe CKUHXeA0B CeTrOAHs?

A.T.: Ha aaHHBIII MOMEHT XOJOB HeTy, eCTb 4TO-TO I10400Me IIMABHO,
IIPUMEPHO C ABe THICAYM OAMHHAAIIAQTOIO roja TOBUTh, M BOT HACTOAIIMeE
CKIHBI, KOTOpble 3HAIOT, 4TO TaKoe KM3Hb U MHOroe mnogo6Hoe. OHM He

xyxe. [Tourn gro.

I: Kak BBI BUAMITE MMMUIPAHTOB?
A.T.: 5I cunTalo, 4TO MBI BCe AIOAM, YTO Yy BCeX TUIIA €CTh Ipaso. JepxKn
HanmonaarpHas crpana. I'aaBHoe,

N: Moxere am BBl pacckasaTb HaM O HamajgeHUM mam O 0Ooaee
’)KeCTOKOM OOpamjeHn ¢ MeHbIIMHCTBaMM?

A.T.: Ara. Iloaygaercsi, onn xoaman xynna. Cama MaIlllHa BUAUT AIOAe,
A0eObIBaANCh, Boitian BTpoem. O1o Huxumra u Bass BhbIIiaa TOAITy M3BeCHBI

49e/10BeKa I10 IOA0BKe II0T1a4AV O9€HDb XOPOIIIO.
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J: Kaxk BBI BUANTe TeKymmii KOHPAUKT mexay Poccueii u YkpanHon?
A.T.: 51 cunuraro, yTo Had0 AUTH YKpamHa ceOe CTO pa3 ogeaach B ceOs U
3actyrnaenne B Haro u MHOro Tomy nogo6Hoe. I oueHb CMABHBIN TTATPUOT
Poccum, 10 ecTs, 51 2100110 cBOIO poAuHy. /1100110 Poccuio. 4 yBaskaro Hammx
IpaBuUTeAell IIoAy4daeTcs I 4UTal0 TO, YTO YKpauHa B JaHHOM AUKe
COBepIIIeHHO He IIpaBa. TOT MOXeT cKaszaThb TO, 4TO Poccus mepsas »TO
HavyaJa CIeIMaAbHO BOEHHYIO OIlepaljuio, HO B®TO Oblla IOAHasd
HeOOXOAVIMOCTh M3-3a IIOCTOSIHHBIX OBITH Jake baca AyraHckoil MHOTMX

APYIUX peIrmMOHOB 1 peCHY6AI/IK.

I: Uto BBI AyMmaeTe o IlyTumne?

AT.: A ugto Baagumup IlytmH oyeHb XOpommii HpOAUTeA IIPe3NAEHT.
YeaoBek o4eHb XOpoIllas, IIOTOMY 4YTO OHM B OAHO M3 CaMBIX XOPOIIO Ha
OAHO U1 CaMBIX XOPOIINX MeCTO, pOAUTEAN U BOOOIIe TaM TO, YTO 5 yBaKalO

Halie IIpaBUTEAbCTBO OY€HD ITPEKPACHO.

I: B xakoi1 mepmno/ Bbl ObIAV Y1€HOM ABVIKEHWsI CKMHXe0B?

A.T.: s10p12 ABVIDKEHIIE C AB€ ThICA91 BOCEMD I'OAaQ, AB€ ThICAIN YEThIPE roda B.

I: T1o xako¥ IpyYMHe MAM 110 KaKV¥M IIpUYMHaM BbI yiian?
A.T.: 51 ymea n3 ckuHOB OYKBaABHO IIO OAHOI IIpMYMHE CKMHOB. MOXHO

CKa3aThb, KaK pacilyCTnAmn Bort 1O cTaa0 abcoarTHO.

N: Y Mens Oyaer TOAbKO OAHO AI000MBITCTBO. EcTh am Kakme-ambo
cTpaTeruy, KOraa Bbl XOTUTE HOKMHYTH ABVKeHI€E CKMHXeAOB?

A.T.: AGCoAI0THO HIKaKOJI He OBL10 TOMHY MOMX UX AN0O0 Mocaanaun, a Amdo
yOmBaau, BOT KTO-TO B OAMH MOMEHT YIITH, a OCTaABHBIX IIPUCAANAN KOPOUe,
IIeperocTUBaAl 3a IpolnaraHay Halji3Ma 1 pasHble.
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Appendix 2: Interview with a former member
of the Skinheads movement

The person who gave me this interview wanted to know in advance
what I wanted to ask, saying that he was not willing to answer any kind of
question. I set a few questions that I asked that person about the aspects of
the Skinheads movement. To some extent, the interview allowed me to
gather information about various aspects of the Skinheads movement and
understand the experience of this person within the movement, to gather
data on what this person's Skinhead experience meant.

I: How did you get involved in the skinhead movement? What attracted
you?

A.T.: There was such a situation when my friends and I were attacked by
three non-Russian people who had no Slavic characteristics, who in different
ways tried to extort money from us a little, too; after that, one of them hit my
mother. I broke his face. Like it happened yesterday, man. This is the answer.

I: How did you first meet them?

A.T.: Someone came to the place where I was repairing cars and told me
about them, someone who knew this culture very well; he introduced me to
their thoughts and agreed with some of them.

I: Can you tell us a little about the ideology of the group you were in?

A.T.: If a person of non-Russian nationality should not go to Saransk, but he
just came to work in Russia, to earn money, they don’t attack us in our state;
we don’t touch him. He is normal, he is adequate, and there are no
complaints about him. For example, if there are such people, it’s hard to even
call them people, idiots who come to Rus', desecrate our country and
promote their values, can’t attack our underage girls and women, and if that
happens, I catch them and usually beat them up very hard after such
situations they move, or otherwise things get very bad. One might say
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distantly that national socialism, that is, our times and everyone, if someone
encroaches on ours, should not be owed to these people; that’s roughly what
the ideology was.

I: How did you spend your time? What “routine” did you have?

A.T.: In the morning, we usually stayed at home, but usually we would
gather at someone's house, discuss additional plans and ideas, but when the
evening came, well, you can say, we went out.

I: Can you tell us about skinhead clothes? Tattoos? Does it have a special
symbolic character?

A.T.: Well, it doesn’t make sense to have ordinary boots; these are ankle
boots. This is Greseva (a local brand); in general, it's enough; it's hard when
you have to run because they're heavier. It's not necessarily about how much
it costs. And of course, the most important thing is that the boots should be
strong enough; you could calmly fight off the guy. Well, I've said enough
about the boots, as an example, clothes, namely clothes that are not football,
because this usually did not matter; it was bomber jackets. As for tattoos, this
is something, Kolovrat. These are quite rare swastikas, because quite a lot of
people confuse Nazism with fascism. That's life. Ours is the most messed up,
and everyone is like. No one has the right to encroach on our nation; they
found fascism. This manifestation of Nazism through violence is very strong.
I can give an example of the worst primitive, Nazism. Hitler is just such an
asshole.

I: How would you characterise a skinhead?

A.T.: Well, how to say, these are quite calm people, for example, some of us
can also be university students if you see such a person, well, well, if there's
no fanatical member or anything like that, you won't understand this is
usually we're advertised as aggressive or fanatical people as I said before,
the most important feature is the hair for ordinary people, for us it means to
be trimmed to zero.

I: Let's move on to modern times. Are there any skinheads now? Is the
skinhead movement active today?

A.T.: The movement is no longer active; there is something like Tsilno (a
small organisation, like Skinheads), active from 2011, Tovik (another
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organisation), and here are the real skinheads who know what life is and

much like that. They're no worse than they were. Almost.

I: How do you see immigrants?
A.T.: I believe that we are all human beings, that everyone has a right, but
keep the country national, if you know what I mean.

I: Can you tell us about the attack or the more brutal treatment of
minorities?

A.T.: Yeah. It turns out they were acting like crazy men. There was an
incident with my colleague’s car; they were attacked by a non-Russian, and
the two of them got out of the car. It was Nikita and Vanya (my colleagues)
who came out to the crowd and patted the man on the head.

I: How do you see the current conflict between Russia and Ukraine?

A.T.: I think Ukraine must think a hundred times about joining NATO, and
many others like that. I am a very strong patriot of Russia; that is, I love my
homeland. Love Russia. I respect our leaders, and it seems that Ukraine, in
this case, is completely wrong. He can say that Russia was the first to launch
a special military operation, but it was completely necessary due to the
constant pressure from many other regions and republics.

I: What do you think about Putin?
A.T.: And that Vladimir Putin is a very good president. The people are very
good because they are in one of the best places. I respect our government

very well.

I: During what period were you a member of the skinhead movement?
A.T.: T have been in the movement since 2004-2008.

I.: What led you to leave the movement?

A.T.: T left the skinheads because of certain aspects. I simply left the
movement for no reason. There was no reason for me; they were either
imprisoned or killed, so someone left at one moment, and the rest were

imprisoned, arrested for promoting Nazism and various other things.
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Appendix 3: Enrollment form within the Nashi youth
political movement

BCTYNMUTb

Celiuac Tebe HeobxoOMMO 3aN0NHUTE HEBONBLIYKD aHKETY, OTBETHl HA BONPOCH! KOTOPOM NOMOMYT HaM
BoicTpee y3HaTh Apyr Apyra. OTHECUCh CO BCEW CEpPbEe3HOCTLIO K 3TMM 457 Bonpocam :)

AHKeTa
doTto

XoTenocs Gsl 8¥0eTe C30Er0 Cobecen=mKa.

Choose file |No file chosen

Gamunmg *

o

Nma

OtyecTtBO *

TenedoH *

TG0l KOHTZKTHSIA Tenedos, N0 KoTopoMy TefA BCErna MOKHO HalTK,

+7( -

Email *

SNEKTPOHHER NOHTE. ECM HET, TO CTOMT 232eCT. NpuroguTca B patote.
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Skype *

[ne Tobl xuBewb? *
[opon

Viawu anpec (yniua, JoM, KEapTupa). MoxeT, Mel cocenu?

MpoekT *
BuIbepuTe NpoeKT B KOTOPOM y4acTByeTe v

Tebsa MOXHO HaTU B COUMASIbHBIX CETSX?

Ecrw 03, TO OCTEEE CEUIKY HE CEONH NpoOMIE

BroHTakTe
B cboprmaTe hitp://vkontakte ru/idID

HOK

B chopraTe hittp:/ fwww liveinternet. rufusers/LOGIN/

Twitter
B chopmaTe hitp:/ twitter.com/LOGIN

Youtube
B chopraTe hitp:/ fwwaw.youtube.comy/user/LOGIN

OTtnpaeuTs
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Hanwwmw, ecnn y TebA BOIHMKNK I'I[:!IOEJ'IEMI::-I B 3anofHeHK Wnk OoTNpaBKe 3TOM
AdHKETHI

Email *
INEKTPOHHAA No4Ta, ECM HET, To CTOMT 33eecTy. Mpvroautes B paboTe.

KommeHTapumn *

OTnpaBuTh
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