19

POk TN

L N"2D9 C | ('S

R 7 aAoni1d 7 u%

P L

ﬁ
IS 1

I 3 % CN

-
=

e S

L

b]
N

A TP TU® 9%

d8A Dw

i M a ¥ 9 ol M sl

luj®

C

11

_.__n
@ &
£l &
o4 N

v\/,_

:
:
;
a
s
:
E
(8]
3
a

eI cvenue house

)







y N

A 4

au venit si au plecat

100 de ani din viata unui imobil de raport clujean

1 n a n d O u ¢t

100 years in the life of a revenue house in Cluj

Dana Julean & Dan-Ionut Julean

Presa Universitara Clujeana
2026



Text
Dan-Ionut & Dana Julean

Imagini

Dana Julean & Dan-Ionut Julean

Concept grafic, prelucrare §i tehnoredactare computerizata
Dana Julean & Dan-Ionut Julean

Traducere §i adaptare text in limba engleza
Dana Julean & Dan-Ionut Julean

Imagine coperta fa§5.

Detaliu poartd acces imobil str. Gheorghe Sincai nr. 16 [fotografie de Olga Vuscan, 2015]

Imagine coperta spate

Detaliu de fereastra de pe casa scarii imobil str. Gheorghe Sincai nr. 16 [fotografie de Olga Vuscan, 2015]

ISBN 9'78-606-37-3051-1

© 2026 Autorii volumului.
Toate drepturile rezervate. Copierea, tiparirea si reproducerea integrald sau partiald a textului sau imaginilor, prin orice mijloace, faré acordul autorilor este
interzisa si se pedepseste conform legii.

Presa Universitars Clujeand

Director: Codruta Sacelean

Str. Hasdeu nr. 51, 400371 Cluj-Napoca, Romania,
Tel./fax: (+40)-264-597.401

E-mail: editura@ubbcluj.ro
http://www.editura.ubbcluj.ro/









Introducere: drumul de la ,locatar” la ,proprietar”
Introduction: from ‘tenant’ to ‘owner’

Contextul istoric: Cluj(-Napoca) si Romania
Historical background: Cluj(-Napoca) and Romania

Contextul juridic: chiriasii au venit si au plecat
Legal background: tenants in and out

Cadru: Strada Gheorghe Sincai nr. 16, Cluj-Napoca
Setting: 16 Gheorghe $incai Street, Cluj-Napoca

excursus: membrii familiei Hints
excursus: the members of the Hints family

Cadru temporal: durata unui secol, 1921-2022
Timeline: the span of a century, 1921-2022

A ] Cuprins
W] Content

¢
9
13
19
30
47



5 O excursus: Fabrica de tutun din Cluyj
excursus: the Tobacco factory in Cluj
Am venit si am plecat: locuirea nainte de comunism
6 5 In and out: dwelling before Communism

r7 O excursus: atmosfera perioadei interbelice

excursus: atmosphere of the interwar period

Am venit si am plecat: locuirea in timpul comunismului
In and out: dwelling during Communism

84 excursus: atmosfera perioadei anilor 1950
excursus: atmosphere of the 1950s

9 2 excursus: atmosfera perioadei anilor 1960 - 1970
excursus: atmosphere of the 1960s - 1970s

excursus: atmosfera perioadei anilor 1980
104 excursus: atmosphere of the 1980s

l 1 9 Am venit si am plecat: locuirea dupa comunism. O concluzie — nu ,sfarsitul”
In and out: dwelling after Communism. A conclusion — not “the end”



Acest studiu prezinta o altfel de istorie
sociala a unui secol din existenta
Romaniei moderne si contemporane. Nu
este o metafora sau o poveste, ci pura
realitate, expusa prin analiza si
transpunerea grafica, sintetica, a tuturor
transformarilor arhitecturale din viata
unei cladiri centenare. Este un studiu de
caz ce evoca valorile societatii capitaliste
burgheze locale si mutilarea acestora sub
comunism, opresiunea vietii private prin
privarea de intimitate si de conditii
decente de trai, permutdrile proprietar
unic — chirias burghez — tovaras chirias —
multiplii proprietari, respectiv drumul de
la ,locatar” la ,proprietar” (locuirea ca

Introducere: drumul de la ,locatar” la ,,proprietar”
Introduction: from ‘tenant’ to ‘owner’

This study presents a distinct social
history regarding the existence of modern
and contemporary Romania, focusing on
the time span of a century. It is not a
metaphor or a story, but pure reality
presented through the analysis and the
synthetic representations of all the
architectural transformations that
transpired in the life of a century-old
building. It is a case study that evokes the
values of the local bourgeois capitalist
society and the mutilation they endured
during Communism. It highlights the
oppression of private life due to the
deprivation of privacy and decent living
conditions, the permutations between

7



proces si mentalitate, Tnainte de
comunism, in timpul comunismului si
dupa comunism), in acelasi context
arhitectural — o casa de raport care a
schimbat, efectiv, un singur proprietar in
drumul spre ,privatizare”. Este un caz cu
totul special, deoarece, acest imobil,
practic, iIn mod paradoxal, nu a fost
.afectat” de nici o lege emisa de Statul
Roman Comunist, ci a continuat sa existe
ca atare, purtand insa, pana in prezent,
amprenta puternica a ,principiilor”
comuniste privind viata colectiva si,
respectiv, formarea ,omului nou”.

single owner — bourgeois tenant — comrade
tenant — multiple owners, respectively the
path from “tenant” to “owner” (housing as
a process and mindset, before, during, and
after Communism), in the same
architectural context — namely a revenue
house that actually changed a single owner
on its way to “privatisation”. It is a special
and quite uncommon case, as the building
in question, paradoxically, was not
“affected” by any law issued by the
Romanian Communist Régime, but
continued to exist as such, bearing, up to
this day, the strong imprint of the
Communist “principles” regarding
collective housing and, respectively, the
creation of the “new man”.

Detaliu de pe casa scarii din imobilul studiat, 2015.
[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie Olga Vuscan]
Detail of the main staircase from the studied
building, 2015.
[source: authors' archive, photograph Olga Vuscan]



Contextul istoric: Cluj(-Napoca) si Romania,
Historical background: Cluj(-Napoca) and Romania

! Recensamintele istorice ale populatiei Clujului
consemneazd o crestere semnificativda in a doua
jumatate a secolului al XIX-lea, respectiv la inceputul
secolului al XX-lea, cand orasul aproape ca fsi
cvadrupleaza populatia, confirménd avantul social,
economic si industrial care a caracterizat istoria locala
in perioada Dualismului Austro-Ungar. Astfel, la 1850,
populatia numara 16886 persoane, la 1890 numarul
creste la 37957, iar la 1910 se ajunge la 60808. Este
semnificativ faptul ca primul recensamant roméanesc
din 1921 a inregistrat la Cluj 83542 persoane, cu un
aport marcant al populatiei romanesti (care aproape
se tripleazd), iar in 1923 un nou recensamant a
inregistrat 110000 de persoane (cuprinzand si armata
si servitorii). Vezi Victor Lazar, Clujul (Bucuresti:
CVLTVRA NATIONALA, 1923), pp. 29-30.

The historical censuses of Cluj's population
record a significant increase during the second half
of the 19t century, respectively at the beginning of

Cunoscut uzual drept ,Cluj” (numele
oficial al orasului pana in 16 octombrie
1974), Municipiul Cluj-Napoca [in maghiara
Kolozsvér si in germana Klausenburg] este
un oras din Romania, situat Tn inima
Transilvaniei. Are traditia de oras
universitar. Intre anii 1790 si 1848 si,
respectiv, intre 1861 si 1867, a fost capitala
Marelui Principat al Transilvaniei. Inainte de
Primul Razboi Mondial a facut parte din
Imperiul Austro-Ungar si, incepand cu 1
Decembrie 1918, a devenit parte a
Roméniei moderne.! Prin Tratatul de la
Trianon (4 iunie 1920), care a incheiat
oficial Primul Razboi Mondial, a fost
recunoscuta Unirea Transilvaniei cu Regatul

Commonly known as “Cluj” (the official
name of the city until October 16, 1974),
the Municipality of Cluj-Napoca [in
Hungarian Kolozsvéar, in German
Klausenburg] is a Romanian city, located in
the heart of Transylvania. It has a tradition
of being a university city. Between 1790
and 1848 and, respectively, between 1861
and 1867, it was the capital of the Grand
Principality of Transylvania. Before World
War | it was part of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire and since 1 December 1918 it
became part of modern Romania.! The
Treaty of Trianon (June 4, 1920), which
formally ended World War |, recognised
the Union of Transylvania with the Kingdom

9



Romaniei. intre 1918 si 1947 Clujul a facut
parte din Roméania Mare, o monarhie
Constitutionald, care a unit Vechiul Regat
cu celelalte provincii istorice romanesti:
Basarabia, Bucovina si Transilvania
(incluzand Banatul, Crisana si
Maramuresul). Dupa abdicarea Regelui
Mihai | (30 decembrie 1947), Romania a
devenit o republica populara (1947-1965),
care, pana la sfarsitul anilor 1950, s-a aflat
sub controlul direct al URSS. Apoi, sub
conducerea lui Nicolae Ceausescu, tara a
devenit o republica socialista (1965-1989).
Revolutia din Decembrie 1989 a inlaturat
conducerea comunista (1947-1989) si
Romania a devenit o republica democratica
semiprezidentiala.

of Romania. Between 1918 and 1947 Cluy;j
was part of Greater Romania, a
constitutional monarchy which united the
Romanian Old Kingdom with the other
Romanian historic provinces of Bessarabia,
Bukovina, and Transylvania (including
Banat, Crisana, and Maramures). After the
abdication of King Michael | of Romania
(December 30, 1947), Romania became a
people’s republic (1947-1965), which, until
the late 1950s, was under direct control of
the USSR. Afterwards, under Nicolae
Ceausescu’s rule, it became a socialist
republic (1965-1989). The December 1989
Revolution removed the Communist rule
(1947-1989) and Romania became a
unitary, semi-presidential democratic
republic.

Cluj, anii 1930. Forfota urbana pe Calea Regele
Ferdinand (astazi Strada Regele Ferdinand), in
dreptul podului de peste Somes.

[sursa: Octavian Buzea, Clujul : 1919-1939, (Cluj:
Tip. ,Ardealul”, 1939), p. 22]

Cluj, in the 1930s. Urban bustle on the King
Ferdinand Avenue (today King Ferdinand Street), in
front of the bridge over the Somes River.

[source: Octavian Buzea, Clujul : 1919-1939, (Clu;:
Tip. .Ardealul”, 1939), p. 22]

the 20t century, when the city almost quadrupled
its population, thus confirming the social, economic
and industrial momentum that characterised it
during the Austro-Hungarian Dual Monarchy.
Consequently, in 1850, the population amounted to
16,886 inhabitants, in 1890 the number rose to
37,957, and in 1910 it reached 60,808. It is
significant that the first Romanian census in 1921
recorded 83,542 inhabitants in Cluj, with a
significant contribution of the Romanian population
(which almost tripled), and in 1923 a new census
recorded 110,000 people (including the army and
servants). See Victor Lazar, Clujul (Bucharest:
CVLTVRA NATIONALA, 1923), pp. 29-30.

Clujul la 1930. Vedere aeriana asupra Pietei Unirii.
[sursa: ,Cluj la 1930, Vedere Aeriana”, Wikimedia
Commons: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Cluj_la_1930,_Vedere_Aeriana.jpd]

Cluj in 1930. Aerial view of Unirii Square.

[source: “Cluj la 1930, Vedere Aeriana”, Wikimedia
Commons: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Cluj_la_1930,_Vedere_Aeriana.jpg]
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A Cluj, inceputul secolului al XX-lea. Piata Unirii.
[sursa: ,Piata Unirii din Cluj-Napoca”, Biblioteca
Judeteanad ,Octavian Goga”, fondul ,Emil lsac”;
Europeana;  https://www.europeana.eu/ro/item/2058616/
omeka_items_show_1019]

A Cluj, beginning of the 20th century. Piata Unirii.
[source: “Piata Unirii din Cluj-Napoca”, “Octavian
Goga” County Library, ,Emil Isac” collection;
Europeana; https://www.europeana.eu/ro/item/2058616/
omeka_items_show_1019]

<« Cluj, n anii 1930. Piata Unirii, detaliu al coltului
sud-vestic.

[sursa: Octavian Buzea, Clujul : 1919-1939, (Cluj:
Tip. ,Ardealul”, 1939), p. 221]

4 Cluj, in the 1930s. Unirii Square, detail of the
southwestern corner.

[source: Octavian Buzea, Clujul : 1919-1939, (Cluj:
Tip. ,Ardealul”, 1939), p. 221]



fn 1948, una dintre primele masuri luate
de noile autoritdti comuniste a fost
inceperea procesului de nationalizare (a
proprietatilor private, incluzdnd fabrici,
intreprinderi, firme, terenuri si un numar
semnificativ de locuinte de toate tipurile
etc.) si de colectivizare a agriculturii. Astfel,
proprietatea privata a fost aproape
complet desfiintatd. Tncepand cu 1990, a
inceput demersul dificil al retrocedarilor,
care nu s-a incheiat cu adevarat nici pana in
prezent. Restituirea integrald a terenurilor si
locuintelor a fost incetinita de o serie de
legi succesive care au schimbat conditiile si
termenii retrocedarilor.

Un capitol important in acest proces a

Contextul juridic: chiriagii au venit si au plecat
Legal background: tenants in and out

In 1948, Romania’s newly established
Communist authorities initiated the process
of nationalisation (encompassing private
property such as factories, firms, land, and a
significant number of all types of dwellings,
etc.) and collectivisation of agriculture. This
marked the near-total abolition of private
property. Since 1990, a complex and
protracted process of restitution has been
underway, which has yet to conclude. The
retrocession of land and dwellings has been
hindered by a series of laws that have
continually altered the conditions and terms
of the restitution process.

An important chapter in this process was
marked by Law no. 18/1991 (which allowed

13



fost marcat de Legea nr. 18/1991 (care a
permis restituirea terenurilor proprietarilor
de dinainte de colectivizare), Legea nr.
112/1995 (care a permis multor chiriasi ai
Statului sa fisi cumpere respectivele
apartamente, care fusesera nationalizate,
daca acestea nu au fost retrocedate
proprietarilor initiali sau nu faceau obiectul
unor procese de revendicare), si, respectiv,
Legea nr. 10/2001 (care a reglementat noi
conditii in procesul de restituire a tuturor
proprietatilor preluate abuziv de catre Stat
intre 6 martie 1945 si 22 decembrie 1989;
acolo unde nu s-a putut realiza restituirea
bunurilor in natura, s-au oferit masuri
compensatorii), si Legea nr. 247/2005 (care
prevedea noi masuri menite sa simplifice
procedurile de restituire si de compensare).

In acest context legal? au aparut mai
multe probleme legate de numeroase
apartamente/case cumparate de fostii
chiriasi (conform prevederilor Legii nr.
112/1995), dar care, in acelasi timp,
fusesera retrocedate proprietarilor de drept
sau fusesera revendicate de acestia in
natura. Astfel, societatea romaéaneasca
contemporand a fost zguduita de
numeroase procese care au afectat grav
libertatile individului si dreptul la
proprietate, generand situatii contradictorii
ale caror efecte efecte inca se resimt in

the return of land property to its pre-
collectivisation owners), Law no. 112/1995
(which allowed many of the tenants that
leased flats, taken over by the State and
which were not given back to the former
owners or were not involved in any
revendication lawsuits, to buy those flats),
and, respectively, Law no. 10/2001 (which
regulated new conditions for the restitution
process of all properties, which were
abusively taken over by the State, between
6 March, 1945 and 22 December, 1989;
where the restitution in kind was not
possible reparative measures were settled),
and Law no. 247/2005 (which provided
new measures intended to simplify the
restitution and compensation procedures).

Within this legal framework,2 numerous
issues arose concerning several of the flats/
houses when these were bought by their
former tenants (as stipulated by Law no.
112/1995), but, at the same time, they
were returned to their rightful owners or
were reclaimed by these in nature.
Consequently, the contemporary Romanian
society was profoundly impacted by
numerous lawsuits, which significantly
compromised individual freedoms and the
right to property. These lawsuits resulted in
contradictory situations, and their effects
are still palpable in the collective

2 Vezi pe larg Alexandru-Cristian Rosu, ,Property
restitution in Romania”, Global Economic Observer,
Vol. 2, Nr. 2 (2014): pp. 37-41.

See in full Alexandru-Cristian Rosu, “Property
restitution in Romania”, Global Economic Observer,
Vol. 2, No. 2 (2014): pp. 37-41.



3 Pentru o perspectiva contextualizatd a acestui
fenomen, vezi pe larg Alina Serban, ed. Evacuarea
Fantomei. Arhitecturi ale Supravietuirii / Evicting the
Ghost. Architectures of Survival (Bucuresti: Asociatia

pepluspatru, 2011).

For a contextualised perspective on this
phenomenon, see in full Alina Serban, ed.
Evacuarea Fantomei. Arhitecturi ale Supravietuirii /
Evicting the Ghost. Architectures of Survival
(Bucharest: Asociatia pepluspatru, 2011).

4 European Commission : Eurostat : Your key to
European statistics, ,House or flat — owning or
renting”, Housing in Europe - statistics visualised,
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/digpub/

housing/bloc-1a.html (accesat 7 februarie 2023).

European Commission : Eurostat : Your key to
European statistics, “House or flat — owning or
renting”, Housing in Europe — statistics visualised,
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/digpub/

housing/bloc-1a.html (accessed 7 February 2023).

5> Pentru o perspectiva asupra politicii comuniste de
reconstructie urbana si rurald, detaliatd in cifre si
efecte, vezi pe larg Dinu C Giurescu, The Razing of
Romania’s Past, ,A Project of the Kress Foundation
European Preservation Program of the World
Monuments Fund," World Monuments Fund, US/
ICOMOS (Washington, D.C., 1989).

For an insight into the communist policy of
urban and rural reconstruction, detailed in numbers
and effects, see in full Dinu C Giurescu, The Razing
of Romania’s Past, “A Project of the Kress
Foundation European Preservation Program of the
World Monuments Fund," World Monuments Fund,
US/ICOMOS (Washington, D.C., 1989).

mentalitatea colectiva. In consecinta, foarte
multi oameni au ramas, legal, fara locuinta
pe care fie au cumparat-o, fie au detinut-o
anterior comunismului sau au mostenit-o.
Au existat si cazuri sociale grave, cu
oameni nevoiti sa ,se mute” efectiv in
strada.3 Din acest motiv, foarte multa lume
inca evita sa cumpere imobile achizitionate
anterior prin Legea nr. 112/1995.

In consecintd, unul din efectele
acestui context legal, si poate cel mai
important dintre toate, accentuat de o
tara generala a societatii romanesti
contemporane, ca urmare directa a
schimbarii mentalitatii in perioada
comunismului, este ca 95,3 % din romani
sunt proprietari (fie ca este vorba de o
casa sau de un apartament). Aceste
procente situeaza Romaénia, pentru anul
2021, in topul tarilor din Uniunea
Europeand, cu cel mai mare procent de
proprietari.4 Ins3, pe de altd parte, si tot
ca un efect al procesului de densificare a
asezarilor urbane - adica al urbanizarii
fortate si al unui program de construire
extensiva de locuinte — impuse in special
de politica lui Nicolae Ceausescu,5
situatia grava este ca, dupa numarul
mediu de camere per persoana,
Romania era ultima n topul tarilor
europene, cu o medie de 1,1 camere

consciousness. Therefore, many people
were legally left without a home they either
bought after 1990, or owned before
Communism. There were also serious social
cases of people who actually had to “move
out,” into the streets.3 As a result, even
today, many people refrain from
purchasing real estate previously acquired
under the auspices of Law no. 112/1995.

Consequently, one of the effects of this
legal context, and perhaps the most
significant of all, and which was
exacerbated by a general deficiency of
contemporary Romanian society, as a direct
result of the transformation of the mindset
under the Communist rule, is that 95.3% of
Romanians own their homes (whether it be
a house or a flat). These percentages
position Romania, in 2021, among the top
countries of the European Union, as
holding the highest share of ownership.4
However, on the other hand, as a
consequence of the process of
densification of urban settlements — namely
that of forced urbanisation and of an
extensive housing program - imposed
particularly by the policy of Nicolae
Ceausescu,> the situation is quite dire as,
when discussing the average number of
rooms per person, in 2021, Romania was
the last in the top of the European


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/digpub/housing/bloc-1a.html
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/digpub/housing/bloc-1a.html
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/digpub/housing/bloc-1a.html
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/digpub/housing/bloc-1a.html

per persoana, in 2021.¢ Realitatea este
ca, drept urmare a procesului de
industrializare, intre anii 1950 si 1980,
populatia urbana a Romaniei s-a triplat,
printr-o migrare (impusa de Tmprejurari)
de la sat la oras: de la 3486995 in 1948
(22,0% din totalul populatiei), la 5667559
n 1965 (29,8% din totalul populatiei) si,
in final, la 11540494 in 1985 (50,6% din
totalul populatiei).?

countries, with an average of 1.1 rooms per
person.t In fact, as a result of the
industrialisation process, between the 1950s
and 1980s, the urban population of Romania
tripled, through a process of (imposed)
migration from the countryside to the city:
from 3,486,995 in 1948 (22.0% of the total
population), to 5,667,559 in 1965 (29.8% of
the total population), and finally up to
11,540,494 in 1985 (50.6% of the total
population).”

¢ European Commission : Eurostat : Your key to
European statistics, ,Size of housing”, Housing in
Europe - statistics visualised, https://ec.europa.eu/
eurostat/cache/digpub/housing/bloc-1b.html|?

lang=en (accesat 7 februarie 2023).

European Commission : Eurostat : Your key to
European statistics, “Size of housing”, Housing in
Europe - statistics visualised, https://ec.europa.eu/
eurostat/cache/digpub/housing/bloc-1b.html?

lang=en (accessed 7 February 2023).
7 Giurescu, The Razing of Romania’s Past, pp. 2-3.

Giurescu, The Razing of Romania’s Past, pp. 2-3.

4 Perspectiva spre strada Gheorghe Sincai dinspre
strada Repubilicii, anii 1950.

[sursa: arhiva digitala Prof. dr. arh. Virgil Pop,
fotografie Adrian Giurgiu]

<« View towards Gheorghe Sincai Street seen from
Republicii Street, the 1950s.

[source: Prof. PhD. arch. Virgil Pop’s digital archive,
photograph Adrian Giurgiu]

» Cluj in 1941. Vedere aeriana asupra zonei centrale,
Szent Gyorgy tér / Piata Sféntul Gheorghe (Piata
Gheorghe Sion, Piata Pacii; astdzi Piata Lucian Blaga)
este vizibila in partea de jos a imaginii.

[sursa: ,46384", provenienta Vojnich Pél, Fortepan,
https://fortepan.hu/en/photos/?id=46384]

P Cluj in 1941. Aerial view of the city center, Szent
Gyorgy tér / Sfantul Gheorghe Square (Gheorghe Sion
Square, Pacii Square; today Lucian Blaga Square) is
visible in the lower part of the image.

[source: “46384", donor Vojnich Pal, Fortepan,
https://fortepan.hu/en/photos/?id=46384]


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/digpub/housing/bloc-1b.html?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/digpub/housing/bloc-1b.html?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/digpub/housing/bloc-1b.html?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/digpub/housing/bloc-1b.html?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/digpub/housing/bloc-1b.html?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/digpub/housing/bloc-1b.html?lang=en




V¥ Imobilul studiat in context, 2025.

[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie autorii]

V¥ The studied revenue house in context, 2025.
[source: authors’ archive, photograph the authors]




Cadru: Strada Gheorghe Sincai nr. 16, Cluj-Napoca

*

Setting: 16 Gheorghe Sincai Street, Cluj-Napoca“

* Vezi si Dan-lonut Julean si Dana Julean, ,Three
Narratives Surrounding the Tobacco Factory in
Cluj”, sITA (studies in History and Theory of
Architecture), Nr. 13 (2025): pp. 249-256.

See also Dan-lonut Julean and Dana Julean,
"Three Narratives Surrounding the Tobacco Factory
in Cluj”, sITA (studies in History and Theory of
Architecture), No. 13 (2025): pp. 249-256.

Cadrul este reprezentat de un imobil de
raport de lux, cu apartamente de inchiriat,
destinate familiilor burgheze, care, datorita
valorii sale remarcabile din punct de
vedere arhitectural, fara a fi un monument
local de arhitectura, evoca atmosfera
orasului Cluj, ambianta urbana si, totodata,
standardul de viata, de la sfarsitul secolului
al XIX-lea respectiv inceputul secolului al
XX-lea. Schimbarea proprietarului dupa
Primul Razboi Mondial nu a adus modificari
semnificative in modul de functionare al
imobilului si viata a continuat, cam 1in
aceleasi coordonate, singura variabila
constituind-o doar locatarii (chiriasi, prin
procesul am venit si am plecat) si profilul

The setting is represented by a luxury
revenue house comprising apartments for
rent, originally intended for bourgeois
families. Its remarkable architectural value,
despite not being a listed monument,
evokes the atmosphere of the city of Cluj,
its urban ambience and, at the same time,
the standard of living, characteristic of the
late 19t century and early 20t century.
Even though the owner changed after
World War |, this did not result in
substantial alterations to the building’s
functionality. Thus, life continued roughly
unchanged, the only variable being the
tenants (the in and out process) and their
profile. However, with the sudden change
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V¥ Detaliu din Planul cadastral al orasului Cluj, 1869.
Vezi parcela de la nr. 16, ,Périzsi ut” (astazi strada
Gheorghe Sincai).

[sursa: arhiva digitala Prof. dr. arh. Virgil Pop]

V Detail from the Cadastral Plan of the city of Cluy;,
1869. See the lot at no. 16, "Parizsi ut” (today
Gheorghe Sincai street).

[source:Prof. PhD. arch. Virgil Pop’s digital archive]

* reprezentarea cadastrald prezinta inadvertente si se
observa traseul ,Paraului Tiganilor” [Cigany-patak],
ulterior canalizat.

* the cadastral representation is inaccurate and the
“Cigény-patak” [Gipsys' Stream] course can be

o

V¥ Detaliu din Planul orasului Cluj, dupa Gusztav
Csanyi, 1917. Vezi parcela de la nr. 16, ,Hegedds
Séndor utca” (astazi strada Gheorghe Sincai).

[sursa: arhiva digitala Prof. dr. arh. Virgil Pop]

WV Detail from the Plan of the city of Cluj, after Gusztav
Csanyi, 1917. See the lot at no. 16, “Heged(s Sandor
utca” (today Gheorghe Sincai street).

[source:Prof. PhD. arch. Virgil Pop’s digital archive]

B | 5
a..“, [avua 4‘ -
i

i, S N I
R T F Y
A TR T [’:ﬂ—"f‘t PR L e
g g L LA 5».:—7
< W 5 -8 R
AR N
-9 4

=X 1 L
\ At S -
\ ok A -
R et e V2
.- | dd

V Detaliu din Planul orasului Cluj, sfarsitul anilor
1930. Vezi parcela de la nr. 16, ,strada $incai”
(astazi strada Gheorghe Sincai).

[sursa: arhiva digitala Prof. dr. arh. Virgil Pop]

¥ Detail from the Plan of the city of Cluj, the late
1930s. See the lot at no. 16, “strada Sincai” (today
Gheorghe Sincai street).

[source:Prof. PhD. arch. Virgil Pop’s digital archive]




V¥ Detaliu din Planul orasului Cluj, dupa D.S.A.P.C.
Cluj, 1970. Vezi parcela de la nr. 16, ,strada
Gheorghe Sincai”.

[sursa: arhiva digitala Prof. dr. arh. Virgil Pop]

V Detail from the Plan of the city of Cluj, after
D.S.A.P.C. Cluj, 1970. See the lot at no. 16, “strada
Gheorghe Sincai” [Gheorghe Sincai street].
[source:Prof. PhD. arch. Virgil Pop’s digital archive]

¥ Detaliu din Planul municipiului Cluj-Napoca,
1992. Vezi parcela de la nr. 16, ,strada Gh. $incai”
(astazi strada Gheorghe Sincai).

[sursa: arhiva digitala Prof. dr. arh. Virgil Pop]

V¥ Detail from the Plan of the Municipality of Cluj-
Napoca, 1992. See the lot at no. 16, “strada Gh.
Sincai” (today Gheorghe Sincai street).

[source:Prof. PhD. arch. Virgil Pop’s digital archive]

V¥ Detaliu din imaginea satelitard a municipiului
Cluj-Napoca, 2026. Vezi parcela de la nr. 16, ,strada
Gheorghe Sincai”.

[sursa: captura de ecran Google Maps; Map data
©2026 Imagery ©2026 Airbus, Maxar Technologies]
V¥ Detail from the Plan of the municipality of Cluj-
Napoca, 2026. See the lot at no. 16, “strada
Gheorghe Sincai” [Gheorghe Sincai street].

[source: Google Maps screenshot; Map data ©2026
Imagery ©2026 Airbus, Maxar Technologies]




acestora. Ins3d, odatd cu schimbarea
regimului democratic si instaurarea
regimului comunist, incepand cu anul 1948,
tiparele casei de raport, ca unitate de locuit
de referinta pentru mediul urban, vor intra
pe panta abisala a declinului, iar modul de
functionare al imobilului si viata si-au
schimbat complet coordonatele, locuinta
de tip burghez transformandu-se invariabil
in locuinte muncitoresti.

Istoria imobilului situat in Cluj-Napoca,
pe Strada Gheorghe Sincai (fostad str.
Paris [in maghiara: Parizsi ut], iar apoi str.
Hegedis Sandor [in maghiara: Hegedd(s
Séndor utcal)®, la numarul 16, nu este una
deosebit de complicata, ci mai degraba
una speciald, impusa de modul in care s-au
succedat proprietarii si mai ales de tipul
acestora, aspect ce a pus o amprenta
indelebila asupra obiectului de
arhitectura studiat.

Avand destinatia de ,casa de locuit” cu
apartamente de inchiriat, imobilul edificat
in perioada 1904-19079 se inscrie in seria
marilor interventii urbane de acest tip, care
au Tnceput sa transforme strazile orasului,
incepand cu sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea, in
atmosfera fin de siecle venita pe filiera
budapestana, specifica ambiantei cultural-
artistice intretinute de Dualismul Austro-
Ungar.’® In mod special, amprenta stilistica

of the democratic régime and the
establishment of the communist régime,
starting with 1948, the revenue house, as a
reference housing unit within the urban
context, embarked on a steep decline. The
manner in which the building functioned
and its tenants lived changed completely:
the bourgeois dwelling invariably turned
into workers’ dwellings.

The history of the building located in
Cluj-Napoca, at number 16, on Gheorghe
Sincai Street (formerly Paris Street [in
Hungarian: Parizsi ut] and subsequently
Hegedis Sandor Street [in Hungarian:
Heged(s Sandor utca])?, is not particularly
intricate. Nevertheless, it is rather special,
considering the way the building changed
its owners. Consequently, the nature of
these owners stands out as the most
significant factor, leaving an indelible mark
on the edifice.

Constructed between 1904 and 19079,
the building, intended as a “revenue
house” with apartments for rent, forms part
of a series of significant urban interventions
that commenced at the end of the 19t
century. These interventions created a
distinctive fin de siecle atmosphere,
originating from Budapest, characteristic of
the cultural-artistic milieu fostered by the
Austro-Hungarian Dual Monarchy.10

8 Numele ,Gheorghe Sincai” a fost atribuit acestei
strazi dupa introducerea administratiei roméanesti, la
sfarsitul Primului Razboi Mondial. Ferenc Orosz, Cluj
- Kolozsvari Kalauz : Az Erdélyi Karpat Egyesiilet
Kiaddsa (Cluj-Kolozsvar: Concordia Nyomda
Nyomaésa, 1933), pp. 33, 36; Odén Boga, Kolozsvari
lak- és cimjegyzék (Kolozsvar [Cluj]l: Minerva, 1943),
pp- 218, 239, 288, 365, 411, 432, 456, 626; Mihaela
loana Maria Agachi, Clujul modern : aspecte
urbanistice (Cluj-Napoca: U.T. Press, 2004), pp. 110;
146-147, 155-156; Petru Bortes, Calauza orasului
Cluj : Partea l-a e Editia lll-a (Cluj: Tipografia
Nationala S.A. Cluj, 1937), pp. 19, 24.

The name “Gheorghe Sincai” was assigned to
this street when the Romanian administration took
over, at the end of World War |. Ferenc Orosz, Cluj -
Kolozsvari Kalauz : Az Erdélyi Karpat Egyesiilet
Kiaddsa (Cluj-Kolozsvar: Concordia Nyomda
Nyomasa, 1933), pp. 33, 36; Odén Boga, Kolozsvari
lak- és cimjegyzék (Kolozsvar [Cluj]: Minerva, 1943),
pp. 218, 239, 288, 365, 411, 432, 456, 626, Mihaela
loana Maria Agachi, Clujul modern : aspecte
urbanistice (Cluj-Napoca: U.T. Press, 2004), pp. 110;
146-147, 155-156; Petru Bortes, Calauza orasului
Cluj : Part | e 3 Edition (Cluj: Tipografia Nationala
S.A. Cluj, 1937), pp. 19, 24.

? Arhiva Companiei de Apa Somes S.A., Dosar 597
[3030/02.04.1942].

The Archive of the “Compania de Apa Somes
S.A.," Folder No. 597 [3030/02.04.1942].

10 Pentru contextul arhitectural-artistic al Clujului in
perioada respectiva, vezi pe larg Gheorghe Vais,
Clujul eclectic : programe de arhitectura in perioada
dualista (1867-1918) (Cluj-Napoca: U.T. Press, 2009).



For the architectural and artistic context of Clu;
during that period, see in full Gheorghe Vais, Clujul
eclectic : programe de arhitectura in perioada
dualista (1867-1918) (Cluj-Napoca: U.T. Press, 2009).

11 Mihaela Strimbu, ,Arhitectura civila secesionista
in Cluj-Napoca”, Acta Musei Napocensis, Nr. XVII
(1980): pp. 791-810, pp. 792, 795; Mihaela Strimbu,
~Arhitectura civila secesionista in Cluj-Napoca (I1)",
Acta Musei Napocensis, Nr. XVIII (1981): pp.
651-659.

Mihaela Strimbu, “Arhitectura civila secesionist3
in Cluj-Napoca”, Acta Musei Napocensis, No. XVII
(1980): pp. 791-810, pp. 792, 795; Mihaela Strimbu,
“Arhitectura civila secesionista in Cluj-Napoca (I1)”,
Acta Musei Napocensis, No. XVIII (1981): pp.
651-659.

12 Toate detalile cu privire la familia Hints de
Farkaslak si memobrii acesteia citati in text sunt
prezentate, pe larg, in excursusul de la pp. 32-37.

All details regarding the Hints de Farkaslak
family and its members cited in this text are
presented, in full, in the excursus from pp. 32-37.

a Secesionului, atdt in varianta sa florala
sau curbilinie cat si In cea geometrica, a
marcat profund arhitectura clujeans,
generand un adevarat ,fenomen
arhitectural”, fapt evidentiat prin
.volumetria si proportiile fatadelor,
calitatea executiei si acuratetea detaliilor”
unor cladiri remarcabile.

La comanda doctorului Elek Hints de
Farkaslak'2 din Targu Mures [in maghiara
Marosvasarhely], in jurul anului 1903/4,
un arhitect deocamdata neidentificat, a
imaginat o compozitie arhitecturala
eleganta, in liniille geometrice, seci,
specifice Secessionului vienez interpretat
in varianta maghiara. Cladirea moderna a
inlocuit o casa mai veche, cu regim de
inaltime parter, cu gang de acces
carosabil si curte interioara, care figura
pe numele sotiei sale, Anna Mark de
Egerpatak. Dupa anul 1919, proprietatea
figureaza pe numele celor trei copii ai
familiei Hints: Ferenc, Elek, si Anette.
Planimetria complexd, tipicd perioadei,
raspundea necesitatilor vietii burgheze
de la vremea aceea, mizand pe confort,
reprezentare, functionalitate si punand
accentul pe intimitatea vietii private -
fapt evidentiat in capitolul ,Am venit si
am plecat: locuirea Tnainte de
comunism”. Ulterior, in timpul anilor

Notably, the distinctive stylistic elements of
the Secession, manifesting in both floral and
curvilinear forms, as well as in geometric
patterns, profoundly impacted the
architecture of Cluj, resulting in a genuine
“architectural phenomenon”. This
phenomenon is further underscored by
some remarkable buildings, such as those
highlighted by their “volume and
proportions of the facades, the quality of
the execution and the accuracy of the
details” (our translation).!!

Around 1903/4, Dr. Elek Hints de
Farkaslak,'2 from Targu Mures [in Hungarian
Marosvasérhely], commissioned an architect,
still to be identified, who imagined an
elegant architectural composition, of a rigid
geometry, a hallmark of the Viennese
Secession, yet interpreted in a Hungarian
manner. The modern building replaced an
older one-story house, with a gangway and
courtyard, which was recorded on the name
of Dr. Hints" wife, Anna Mérk de Egerpatak.
After 1919, the property was found to be
recorded on the names of their three
children: Ferenc, Elek, and Anette. The
complex layout, typical of the era addressed
the specific needs of the bourgeois lifestyle
during that time. It prioritised comfort,
social representation, functionality, and
emphasised the privacy of family life, as






4 Vedere de epocd de pe Ringul Budapestei cu
Erzsébet kérut, dinspre Piata Lujza Blaha [in maghiara
Blaha Lujza tér] inspre Hotelul New York. Aceasta
imagine face parte dintrun aloum de promovare a
imaginii Imperiului Austro-Ungar din 1905, realizat de
Detroit Publishing Company (Detroit, Ml).

[sursa: ,Ring Street, Budapest, Hungary, Austro-
Hungary”, Library of Congress Prints and
Photographs Division Washington, D.C., ID digital:
ppmsc 09476 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ppmsc.09476,
https://www.loc.gov/item/2002710864/]

4 Vintage view of the Budapest Ring with Erzsébet
kérat, from Lujza Blaha Square [in Hungarian Blaha
Lujza tér] towards the New York Hotel. This image is
part of a 1905 album promoting the image of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, edited by the Detroit
Publishing Company (Detroit, Ml).

[source: “Ring Street, Budapest, Hungary, Austro-
Hungary”, Library of Congress Prints and
Photographs Division Washington, D.C., digital ID:
ppmsc 09476 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ppmsc.09476,
https://www.loc.gov/item/2002710864/]

P a & b Vederi de epoca din Piata Regele Matia (in
maghiara Métyas Kirdly tér; astazi Piata Unirii) din
Cluj, inceputul secolului al XX-lea. Tn centrul
imaginilor se observa Palatele Statusului Romano-
Catolic, opera a marelui arhitect budapestan Ignac
Alpar, finalizate in 1899. Se remarca ambianta fin de
siécle specifica Monarhiei Dualiste.

[sursa: a si b carti postale ilustrate din arhiva digitala
a autorilor]

P a &b Vintage views of King Matia Square (in Hungarian
Matyas Kiraly tér, today Unirii Square) in Cluj, beginning of
the 20th century. In the centre of the images, the Roman
Catholic Status Palaces (completed in 1899), the work of
the renowned Budapest architect Igndc Alpar, can be
noticed. The fin de siécle atmosphere, specific to the
Dualist Monarchy, is perceivable.

[source: a and b postcards from the authors' digital archive]




4 Vedere din Piata Pacii (astazi Piata Lucian Blaga) din
Cluj, circa 1959. Coltul sud-estic, Tnhainte de
construirea Casei de Cultura a Studentilor si a
ansamblului de blocuri de pe strada Republicii nr. 1-3.

[sursa: ,Imagine cu vechea Piatd a Pacii (actuala
Piata Lucian Blaga) din Cluj-Napoca, cca.1959",
Muzeul Etnografic al Transilvaniei, fotografie
Nicolae Moraru; Europeana; https://
www.europeana.eu/ro/item/952/
Culturalia_f8a%falb_4c9f 493d_9926_80aead394ad3]

< View from Pacii Square (today Lucian Blaga Square)
in Cluj, circa 1959. The southeastern corner, before
the construction of the Students' Cultural House and
the block of flats on Republicii Street no. 1-3.

[source: “Imagine cu vechea Piata a Pacii (actuala
Piata Lucian Blaga) din Cluj-Napoca, cca.1959",
Ethnographical Museum of Transylvania,
photography Nicolae Moraru; Europeana; https://
www.europeana.eu/ro/item/952/
Culturalia_f8a%falb_4c9f 493d_9926_80aecad394ad3]

4 Vedere din Piata Pacii (astazi Piata Lucian Blaga)
din Cluj, circa 1959. Coltul nord-estic, inainte de
construirea blocului ,Croco”. In fundal se observa
silueta masiva a imobilului de raport studiat.

[sursa: ,Cladiri vechi din fosta Piatd a Pacii, Cluj-
Napoca (cca.1959)", Muzeul Etnografic al
Transilvaniei, fotografie Nicolae Moraru; Europeana;
https://www.europeana.eu/ro/item/952/
Culturalia_71bc9f7a_1310_4af9_8c44_59af1e90e74e]

4 View from Pacii Square (today Lucian Blaga
Square) in Cluj, circa 1959. The northeastern corner,
before the construction of the “Croco” block of flats.
In the background, the massive silhouette of the
studied revenue house can be observed.

[source: “Cladiri vechi din fosta Piata a Pacii, Cluj-
Napoca (cca.1959)", Ethnographical Museum of
Transylvania, photograph Nicolae Moraru;
Europeana; https://www.europeana.eu/ro/item/952/
Culturalia_71bc9f7a_1310_4af9_8c44_59af1e90e74e]



P Vedere din Piata Pacii (astazi Piata Lucian Blaga)
din Cluj, In curs de transformare, circa 1959. Se
observa cele trei santiere concomitente, in urma
carora a fost reconfigurat complet spatiul urban.
[sursa: arhiva digitala Prof. dr. arh. Virgil Pop,
fotografie autor necunoscut]

» View from Pacii Square (today Lucian Blaga
Square) in Cluj, undergoing transformation, circa
1959. The three simultaneous construction sites can
be seen, leading up to a complete reconfiguration
of the urban space.

[source: Prof. PhD. arch. Virgil Pop’s digital archive,
photograph by unknown author]
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comunismului, toate aceste aspecte sau
calitati au fost rasturnate — fapt evidentiat
in capitolul “Am venit si am plecat:
locuirea in timpul comunismului”.
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detailed in chapter “In and out: dwelling
before  Communism.” Later, during the
years of Communism, all these aspects or
qualities were overturned, as detailed
chapter in chapter “In and out: dwelling
during Communism.”

4 v Document de arhivd/detaliu, 1942. Plan de situatie
si tabel cu dotérile spatiilor sanitare si ale bucatariilor.
[sursa: Arhiva Companiei de Apa Somes S.A., Dosar
597 (3030/02.04.1942)]

4 v Archive document/detail, 1942. Site plan and table
with the equipment of the sanitary facilities and kitchens.
[source: The Archive of the “Compania de Apa
Somes S.A.,” Folder No. 597 (3030/02.04.1942)]

P Fatada principala (esticd) a imobilului studiat,
strada Gheorghe Sincai, nr. 16, 2024.

[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie autorii]

P The main (Eastern) facade of the studied revenue
house, no. 16, Gheorghe Sincai street, 2024.
[source: authors’ archive, photograph the authors]

V¥ Document de arhivd, 1904. Plan de racord la
reteaua publica de apa a casei vechi pe numele
sotiei doctorului Elek Hints, pe parcela de la nr. 16,
»Parizsi ut” (astazi strada Gheorghe Sincai).

[sursa: Arhiva Companiei de Apa Somes S.A., Dosar
597 (3030/02.04.1942)]

¥ Archive document, 1904. Layout of the connection to
the public water system of the old house, at no. 16,
“Parizsi ut” (today Gheorghe Sincai street),

registered under the name of the wife of Dr. Elek Hints.
[source: The Archive of the “Compania de Apa Somes
S.A.." Folder No. 597 (3030/02.04.1942)]







Dr. Elek Hints de Farkaslak

(1861-1919) a fost un medic chirurg
celebru in epoca, care s-a remarcat prin
cercetari revolutionare in domeniul bolilor
articulare, fiind directorul spitalului local din
Targu Mures intre 1913-1919.i Dr. Elek
Hints provenea dintr-o familie nobila de
farmacisti de traditie.i Totodata, familia
Hints era inruditda cu familia Bolyai, Elek
Hints fiind nepotul celebrului matematician
de renume mondial Janos Bolyai.
Mormantul impresionant in stil eclectic al
lui Elek Hints se pastreaza pana astazi in
Cimitirul Reformat din Targu Mures. Pe
inscriptia funerara apare si numele sotiei,
Anna Mark de Egerpatak (1865-1948), care
a decedat la Budapesta (conform
informatiilor de pe necrologul alaturat).

Dr. Hints Ferenc, dr. Hints Elek és Hints Anette fér. dr. Nagy Elemérné mélységes
banattol lesujtott szivvel tudatjuk ugy a magunk, mint az egész gyaszolé csalad nevében, hogy
rajongasig szeretett édesanyank

ozv. dr. Hints Elekné

sziill. Mark Anna

aldasos életének 83-ik évében, 1948. november hé 15-én reggel 7 érakor, hosszas szenvedés utdn
visszaadta nemes lelkét TeremtSiének.
" Draga halottunk temetése november hé 19-én, pénteken délutan /33 érakor lesz a X. ker.

@j koztemet6 halottashazabdl, amig porait kivdnsaga szerint a marosvasarhelyi csaladi sirboltban
helyezhetjiik 6rék nyugalomra.

Lelke iidvéért az engesztel§ szentmisealdozatot a Bakats-téri plébaniatemplomban november
hé 23-dn, kedden reggel 9 o6rakor fogjuk bemutatni az Egek Uranak.

Budapest, 1948. november h6 16-an.

Aldott lelkének, josagos szivének emléke élni fog sziviinkben mindérokké.

Béke poraira!

ozv. dr. Kovéts Séndorné dr. Hints Ferencné

sziil. Mark Zelma sziil. Ajtay Ilonka sziil. Hints Méria
testvére menye Nagy Lehel

Dobokay Béla dr. Nagy Elemér unokéi

deese veje Szabé Lalika

dr. Pap Zoltinné Szab6 Zoltanka

azill, Kovats Edit dédunokai
- huga

dr. Szab6 Lajosné

Lakés: IX., Kinizsy-u. 33. fsz. 1.

Kadzségi temetkozési intézet: Szent IstvAn-kérhés felvételi irodéja — Bagits N. (3uschmann F. utéds) IV., Molnir-u. 37.

Dr. Elek Hints de Farkaslak

(1861-1919) was a renowned surgeon of
his time, who stood out due to his
revolutionary research in the field of joint
diseases; between 1913-1919, he also held
the position of director at the local hospital
in Targu Mures.i Dr. Elek Hints descended
from a family of esteemed pharmacists of
noble lineage.i Notably, the Hints family
was related to the Bolyai family. Elek Hints
was the nephew of the world-renowned
mathematician Janos Bolyai. The
impressive Eclectic style tomb of Dr. Hints
remains visible to this day in the Reformed
Cemetery in Targu Mures. The funeral
inscription also bears the name of his wife,
Anna Mark de Egerpatak (1865-1948), who
passed away in Budapest (according to the
accompanying death notice).

Necrologul lui Anna Mark (1865-1948), sotia lui
Dr. Elek Hints de Farkaslak. Necrolog datat la 16
noiembrie 1948, Budapesta - din colectiile de
necrologuri pastrate la Centrul de Colectii Publice al
Muzeului National al Ungariei, Biblioteca Nationala
Széchényi, Colectia de harti, postere si tiparituri mici.
[sursa: Bibliotheca Nationalis Hungarie, DSpace Home :
Orszdgos Széchényi Konyvtar : Plakat- és
Kisnyomtatvanytar : Gyaszjelentések, ,Hints Elekné Mark
Anna gyaszjelentése”. https://dspace.oszk.hu/handle/
20.500.12346/300223#, accesat 23 iulie, 2023]

© Pannon Digitélis Egyesitett Archivum (PANDEA),
Orszagos Széchényi Konyvtar.

i Karoly Kapronczay, Magyar Orvoséletrajzi Lexikon
(Budapesta: Mundus Magyar Egyetemi Kiadd, 2004), p.
102, s.v. ,Hints Elek”.

Kéroly Kapronczay, Magyar Orvoséletrajzi Lexikon
(Budapest: Mundus Magyar Egyetemi Kiado, 2004), p.
102, s.v. "Hints Elek.”

i Maria Péter H., ,Erdélyi gyogyszerész dinasztidk. |.
Rész", Orvostudomanyi Ertesits, Nr. 85 (2) (2012): pp.
118-125, pp. 122-124.

Méria Péter H., “Erdélyi gydgyszerész dinasztiak. .
Rész,” Orvostudomanyi Ertesits, No. 85 (2) (2012): pp.
118-125, pp. 122-124.

, b & ¢ Monumentul funerar al lui Elek Hints de
Farkaslak din Cimitirul Reformat din Targu Mures, 2025.
[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografii Elena Cioatd].

, b & ¢ The tomb of Elek Hints de Farkaslak in the
Reformed Cemetery in Targu Mures, 2025.

[source: author’s archive, photographs Elena Cioatd]

The death notice of Anna Mark (1865-1948), the

wife of Dr. Elek Hints de Farkaslak. Death notice dated
16 November 1948, Budapest — from the collection of
death notices kept at the Hungarian National Museum
Public Collection Center, National Széchényi Library,
Map, Poster and Small Print Collection.
[source: Bibliotheca Nationalis Hungarie, DSpace Home :
Orszagos Széchényi Konyvtar : Plakat- és
Kisnyomtatvanytar : Gyaszjelentések, “Hints Elekné Mark
Anna gyaszjelentése.” https://dspace.oszk.hu/handle/
20.500.12346/300223#, accessed 23 July, 2023]
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Dr. Ferenc Hints de Farkaslak

(1890-1949), a fost avocat, apoi
judecator si presedinte de tribunal. Dupa
Primul Razboi Mondial, a trait si a activat in
Ungaria. A fost casatorit cu llona Ajtay de
Vajasd (? -1977), iar ultimii ani din viata i-a
trait la Balassagyarmat, unde este si
inmormantat, alaturi de sotia sa, in cimitirul
publici (vezi si necrologul alaturat).

In proprietatea sa s-a aflat celebra vioard
vieneza Leidolff (realizata de lutierul Joannes
Christphorus Leidolff, in jurul anului 1750) a
lui Janos Bolyai, fiind vazuta pentru ultima
data in 1945 la Balassagyarmat. Povestea
intortocheata a relicvelor pastrate de la
familia Bolyai relateaza faptul ca mai multe
piese s-au aflat in posesia familie Hints la
inceputul secolului al XX-lea.i

Dr. Ferenc Hints de Farkaslak

(1890-1949), was a lawyer, then a judge,
and court of law president. After World
War |, he resided and worked in Hungary.
He was married to llona Ajtay de Vajasd (?
-1977), and he spent the final years of his
life in Balassagyarmat, where he is buried,
alongside his wife, in the public cemeteryi
(see also the death notice below).

In his possession was Jénos Bolyai's
famous Viennese Leidolff violin (crafted by
luthier Joannes Christphorus Leidolff, around
1750), last seen, in 1945, in Balassagyarmat.
The intricate story of the relics originating
from the Bolyai family suggests that several
pieces were in the possession of the Hints
family in the early 20th century.i

.|.

Fajdalomt6l megtort szivvel tudatjuk mindazokkal akik ismerték és szerették, hogy a legonzetlenebb draga jé

Edesanya, Nagyanya és Dédanya

Dr. HINTS FERENCNE

sz. Ajtay Ilona

1977. november hé 24-én, révid szenvedés utan, csendesen elhunyt.

Dréga halottunk kivansiga szerinti hamvasztés utén, 1977. november 28-4n 13.30 érakor a rém kat. egyhdz szertar--
tasa szerint fogjuk utolsé utjara elkisérni és hamvait szeretett férje mellé a balassagyarmati temetében 6rék nyu-

galomra helyezni.

Az engeszteld szentmise 4ldozatot november 28-4n 7.30 6rakor mutatjukbe

a balassagyarmati Plébania templomban.

Emléke orokké sziviinkben él!

Dr. Szabé Lajos Szabé Olgica
sz. Hints Maéria unokéja Szabé Zolika
lefnya &g felesége Horvath Maria Szabé Eszter
Dr. Szabé Lajos Szabé Zoltan dédunoksi
veje unokéja

és felesége Kamaris Olga

Dr. Szabé Lajosné
Gyaszoljik mnég

77. 4298 NB 50 db — Fk: Dr. Szabé Lajosné

Dézea Andorné

sz. Ajtay Maritta
testvére

Dr. Nagy Elemérné
sz. Hint Anette
sbgornSje

i Tamas Zonda, ed., Balassagyarmat jeles polgarai
(Balassagyarmat: Runner Média, 2018 [2011]), s.v.
,Hints Ferenc, dr. (farkaslaki)”, pp. 91-92; vezi si
necrologul alaturat.

Tamas Zonda, ed., Balassagyarmat jeles polgarai
(Balassagyarmat: Runner Média, 2018 [2011]), s.v.
“Hints Ferenc, dr. (farkaslaki),” pp. 91-92; also see
the accompanying death notice.

i Péter Gabor Szabd, ,,Ujabb adatok Bolyai Janos
heged(ijének sorsérdl”, Néptjsag, 6 septembrie , 2019, p. 5.

Péter Gabor Szabd, “Ujabb adatok Bolyai Jénos
hegedtijének sorsardl,” Népujsag, September 6, 2019, p. 5.

Necrologul lui llona Ajtay de Vajasd (?-1977), sotia
lui Dr. Ferenc Hints de Farkaslak. Necrolog datat la
24 noiembrie 1977, Balassagyarmat — din colectiile
de necrologuri pastrate la Centrul de Colectii Publice
al Muzeului National al Ungariei, Biblioteca Nationala
Széchényi, Colectia de harti, postere si tiparituri mici.
[sursa: Bibliotheca Nationalis Hungarie, DSpace Home :
Orszagos Széchényi Konyvtar : Plakat- és
Kisnyomtatvanytar : Gyaszjelentések, ,Hints Ferencné
Ajtay llona gyaszjelentése”. https://dspace.oszk.hu/
handle/20.500.12346/300224#, accesat 23 iulie, 2023]

The death notice of llona Ajtay de Vajasd

(?-1977), the wife of Dr. Ferenc Hints de Farkaslak.
Death notice dated 24 November 1977,
Balassagyarmat — from the collection of death notices
kept at the Hungarian National Museum Public
Collection Center, National Széchényi Library, Map,
Poster and Small Print Collection.
[source: Bibliotheca Nationalis Hungarie, DSpace Home :
Orszagos Széchényi Konyvtar : Plakat- és
Kisnyomtatvanytar : Gyaszjelentések, “Hints Ferencné
Ajtay llona gyaszjelentése.” https://dspace.oszk.hu/
handle/20.500.12346/300224#, accessed 23 July, 2023]

© Pannon Digitédlis Egyesitett Archivum (PANDEA),
Orszégos Széchényi Konyvtar.
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& b Monumentul funerar al familiei Hints din Uj
kéztemetS [Noul Cimitir Public] din Budapesta,
cunoscut si sub denumirea de Rékoskeresztiri
sirkert, parcela 49/1-97/98, 2025.

[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografii Eniké Krausz].

& b The Hints family tomb in Uj kéztemetd [the
New Public Cemetery] in Budapest, also known as
Rékoskereszturi sirkert, plot 49/1-97/98, 2025.
[source: author’s archive, photographs Enikd Krausz]




Dr. Elek Hints de Farkaslak

(1893-1966), a fost un medic celebru de
obstetrica-ginecologie nascut la Targu
Mures, cu o cariera medicala si universitara
reputatd si cu o contributie semnificativa in
istoria medicinei din Ungaria. Dupa Primul
Razboi Mondial, a trait si a activat in
Ungaria; a decedat la Budapesta, fiind
inmormantat in Uj kéztemets [Noul Cimitir
Public], cunoscut si sub denumirea de
Rakoskereszturi sirkert, parcela 49/1-97/98,
alaturi de mama si sora sa.i

Dr. Anette Hints de Farkaslak
(1900-1993) a fost casatorita cu Dr. Elemér
Kévendi-Nagy. Dupa Primul Razboi
Mondial, a trait la Budapesta (vezi
necrologul de pe pagina alaturata).

Dr. Elek Hints de Farkaslak

(1893-1966) was a renowned
obstetrician and gynaecologist born in
Targu Mures. He enjoyed a distinguished
medical and academic career, making a
substantial contribution to the annals of
Hungarian medical history. Following
World War |, he resided and practised in
Hungary until his passing in Budapest.
His remains are interred in Uj kéztemet6
[the New Public Cemetery], also known
as Réakoskeresztiri sirkert, plot
49/1-97/98, next to his mother and sister.i

Dr. Anette Hints de Farkaslak
(1900-1993) was married to Dr. Elemér
Kovendi-Nagy. Following World War |, she
resided in Budapest (see the accompanying
death notice on the next page).

i Kapronczay, Magyar Orvoséletrajzi Lexikon, p. 102,
s.v. ,Hints Elek, farkaslaki”; vezi si necrologul de pe
pagina alaturata.

Kapronczay, Magyar Orvoséletrajzi Lexikon, p.
102, s.v. "Hints Elek, farkaslaki;” also see the
accompanying death notice on the next page.



Necrologul lui Dr. Elek Hints de Farkaslak

(1893-1966). Necrolog datat la 21 iulie 1966,
Budapesta — din colectiile de necrologuri pastrate la
Centrul de Colectii Publice al Muzeului National al
Ungariei, Biblioteca Nationala Széchényi, Colectia de
harti, postere si tiparituri mici.
[sursa: Bibliotheca Nationalis Hungarie, DSpace Home :
Orszdgos Széchényi Konyvtar : Plakat- és
Kisnyomtatvanytar Gyaszjelentések, ,Hints Elek
gyaszjelentése”. https://dspace.oszk.hu/handle/
20.500.12346/300221#, accesat 23 iulie, 2023]

The death notice of Dr. Elek Hints de Farkaslak

(1893-1966). Death notice dated 21 July 1966,
Budapest — from the collection of death notices
kept at the Hungarian National Museum Public
Collection Center, National Széchényi Library, Map,
Poster and Small Print Collection.
[source: Bibliotheca Nationalis Hungarie, DSpace
Home : Orszégos Széchényi Konyvtar : Plakéat- és
Kisnyomtatvanytar : Gyaszjelentések, “Hints Elek
gyaszjelentése.” https://dspace.oszk.hu/handle/
20.500.12346/300221#, accessed 23 July, 2023]

Necrologul lui Dr. Anette Hints de Farkaslak

(1900-1993). Necrolog datat la 5 septembrie 1993,
Budapesta — din colectiile de necrologuri pastrate la
Centrul de Colectii Publice al Muzeului National al
Ungariei, Biblioteca Nationala Széchényi, Colectia de
harti, postere si tiparituri mici.
[sursa: Bibliotheca Nationalis Hungarie, DSpace
Home : Orszdgos Széchényi Konyvtéar : Plakat- és
Kisnyomtatvanytar : Gyészjelentések, ,Nagy
Elemérné Hints Anette gyaszjelentése”. https://
dspace.oszk.hu/handle/20.500.12346/431186#,
accesat 23 iulie, 2023]

The death notice of Dr. Anette Hints de Farkaslak

(1900-1993). Death notice dated 5 September
1993, Budapest - from the collection of death
notices kept at the Hungarian National Museum
Public Collection Center, National Széchényi Library,
Map, Poster and Small Print Collection.
[source: Bibliotheca Nationalis Hungarie, DSpace
Home : Orszdgos Széchényi Konyvtéar : Plakat- és
Kisnyomtatvanytar : Gyéaszjelentések, “Nagy
Elemérné Hints Anette gyaszjelentése.”  https://
dspace.oszk.hu/handle/20.500.12346/431186#,
accessed 23 July, 2023]

© Pannon Digitélis Egyesitett Archivum (PANDEA),
Orszagos Széchényi Konyvtar.

1966

Uzv. Dr. Kovendi Nagy Elemérné sz. Hints Anette mélységes banattal, lestijtott szivvel
tudatja ugy a maga mint az egész csaldd nevében, hogy a driga jé testvér és rokon

Dr. Hints Elek

egyetemi m. tanar, sziilészfdorvos, kivalé orvos

folyé ho 21-¢n, 73 éves koréban, hosszas betegség utan elhunyt.
Dréga halottunk temetése folyé hé 28-an du. 3 érakor lesz a X. ker. Uj Koztemetd halot-
tashazabol, amig porait a marosvésérhelyi csaladi sirboltba helyezhetjiik nyugalomra.
Budapest, 1966. julius hé.

ALDOTT LELKENEK, JOSAGOS SZIVENEK EMLEKE
ELNI FOG SZIVUNKBEN MINDURUKKE!
BEKE PORAIRA !

Dr. Szabé Lajosné
sz. Hints Maria
unokahtga és férje
Dr. Szabé Lajos
és gyermekei
ifj. Dr. Szabé Lajos
Szabé_Zoltan

ozv. Dr. Hints Ferencné
sz. Ajtay Ilona
ségorndje

Kovendi Nagy Lehel
unokadcese

FNYV 1, Cim:Budapest, IX., Kinizsi utca 33. fszt. 1.

Fajdalommal tudatjuk, hogy
z »
Dr. Nagy Elemérné
sz. farkaslaki HINTS ANETTE
életének 93. évében, 1993. szeptember 5-én csendesen elhunyt, megtért Oseihez.

1993. szeptember 15-én, szerdan 14 érakor a budapesti Uj koztemetdben helyezziik
orok nyugalomra, a rémai katolikus vallds gyaszszertartdsa szerint a csaladi sirboltba.

Engesztelé szentmisealdozatot szeptember 20-an du. 5 érakor mutatjuk be lelki tidvéért
a budapesti Bakats téri plébaniatemplomban.

AZ ORUK VILAGOSSAG FENYESKEDJEK NEKI!

A gyaszol6 csalad nevében
Dr. Szabé Lajosné

ACARATTS farkaslaki Hints Maria Sl
(% ” A ‘\T‘l;“ )
Sy 1092 Budapest, Kinizsi u. 33.
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In ansamblu, imobilul prezinta elemente
valoroase privind modelul de locuire
burgheza de la inceputul secolului al XX-
lea, cuprinzédnd, initial, cate doua
apartamente de lux pe fiecare nivel, cu
numeroase anexe si dependinte. Tnscris3 in
aliniamentul stradal, cladirea in forma de U,
cu bratele inegale, prezentand o
volumetrie greoaie, este structurata pe
sase niveluri, astfel: demisol, parter, trei
etaje si pod. Desi mai putin sesizabila in
mod curent din spatiul public, miscarea
spatialda a acoperisului este una
spectaculoasa, de anvergura.
Amplasamentul a permis realizarea unui
nivel demisol amplu deschis spre curte si
mai degraba disimulat spre strada.

Sistemul constructiv este zidaria
portanta cu plansee din beton cu grinzi
metalice (profil I) la etaje si grinzi metalice
(profil 1) cu boltisoare la parter. Fatada
dinspre strada, ce integreaza si patru
balcoane (dispuse simetric, cate doua, la
etajele | si Il), avand orientare estica, este
singura reprezentativa, bine proportionats,
conferind cladirii o certd monumentalitate.
Astfel, tencuiala decorativa si ornamentele
de buna calitate, realizate din mortar, reflecta
o compozitie arhitecturald rafinatd, avand la
bazd motive geometrice. Fatadele dinspre
curtea interioara sunt tratate simplu, avand
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Overall, the building exhibits valuable
elements pertaining to the bourgeois
housing standard from the beginning of
the 20t century. Initially it comprised two
luxury apartments on each floor and
numerous annexes. Aligned with the street
front, the U-shaped building, with unequal
wings, a rather substantial volume, is
structured on six levels, as follows:
semibasement, ground floor, three upper
floors and an attic. Although not
particularly noticeable from street level, the
roof volume is quite spectacular. The plot
permitted the construction of a large
semibasement level, which opens towards
the courtyard, and is rather dissimulated,
when viewed from the street.

The structural system consists of load-
bearing masonry and concrete slabs resting on
steel l-beams — for the upper floors — and steel
l-beams that support vaults — for the slab above
the semibasement floor. The street facade
faces East, being the only representative
facade. It is well-proportioned and its
composition integrates four balconies that are
arranged symmetrically, two on the first floor
and two on the second one. Consequently, the
building exudes a certain monumentality. The
decorative plaster and the high-quality
ornaments, crafted from mortar, reflect a
refined architectural composition, based on

P Plansa sintetica cu planurile initiale ale cladiri,
circa 1907. Reconstituiri realizate de autori. (a - plan
demisol, b - plan parter, ¢ - plan etaj 1, d - plan etaj 2,
e - plan etaj 3).

P Synthesis plate with the initial plans of the
building, circa 1907. Reconstitutions by authors.
(a - semibasement, b - ground floor, ¢ - 1st floor,
d - 2nd floor, e - 3 floor).

¥ Vedere de ansamblu asupra imobilului, 2024.
[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie autorii]

¥ General view of the building, 2024.

[source: authors’ archive, photograph the authors]




Legenda:

WC - vas WC

B - cada de baie

S - cada de dus

K - bucatarie

== - perimetrul unui apartament

Legend:

WC - toilet seat

B - bathtub

S - shower

K - kitchen

== - the perimeter of an apartment



un aspect mai degraba auster, sec. Spre
nord, sud si vest, pe limita de proprietate,
imobilul prezinta calcane. Rezolvarea
acoperisului a suferit pe aripa sudica o
interventie structurald prin reconfigurarea
geometriei calcanului si a sarpantei (din o
apa n trei ape), datorita construirii blocului
,Croco”. Aripile de nord si sud sunt
prevazute cu mici curti de ventilatie.

Cladirea beneficiaza de un unic gang de
acces pietonal, tratat dezaxat in compozitia
fatadei principale, care face legdtura cu o
scara principala ampla (pozitionata central).
Totodata, au fost prevazute si doud scari de
serviciu, tratate modest, accesibile numai
din curtea interioara, aferente aripilor de
nord si de sud. Dintre acestea, scara
nordicd este in prezent nepracticabila si
inaccesibila. Atat casa scarii principale, cat
si scarile de serviciu sunt iluminate natural,
prin ferestre pozitionate in dreptul fiecarui
palier. Aripile de nord si sud, cuprindeau si
cate un mic lift interior (tip monsarj), pentru
transportarea carbunilor si lemnelor de foc,
din depozitele din pivnita, direct in
interiorul fiecarui apartament, in zona
destinata dependintelor si circulatiei de
serviciu. Ulterior, acestea au fost desfiintate
si golurile din plansee inchise.
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geometric motifs. The inner courtyard fagades
are much simpler, having a rather austere look.
To the North, South and West, along the
property boundaries, the edifice has blind
walls. The roof underwent a structural
intervention on the South wing; the geometry
of the blind wall and the roof framing were
altered (from single-pitched roof to hip roof),
due to the construction of the “Croco” block of
flats. The North and South wings are provided
with air shafts.

The building features a single pedestrian
gangway, positioned asymmetrically on the
main facade, which connects to a centrally
located wide main staircase. At the same time,
another two staircases were designed for the
use of the servants. These are more modest,
accessible only from the inner courtyard, and
are located at the end of the North and South
wings. Of these, the Northern staircase is at
present inaccessible. The main staircase, as well
as the servants’ staircases are naturally
illuminated by windows positioned at each
landing. Each of the North and South wings
also used to be equipped with a small freight
elevator, which facilitated the transportation of
coal and firewood, from the storage areas,
located in the semibasement, directly into each
apartment. The elevators were designed so
that they could be conveniently used by the
house maids, as they were located in the area

V¥ Detaliu fatada principald a imobilului, 2024.
[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie autorii]

¥ Detail of the main fagade of the building, 2024.
[source: authors’ archive, photograph the authors]




Vedere din curtea interioara, 2025.
[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie autorii]
View from the inner courtyard, 2025.
[source: authors’ archive, photograph the authors]

Fatada principala a imobilului, 2024.
[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie autorii]
The main fagade of the building, 2024.
[source: authors’ archive, photograph the authors]




In spatiile de circulatie comune inchise
(gangul de acces, casa scarii principale) si
private deschise (logii si balcoane) se
pastreaza toate finisajele originale, din
materiale scumpe (trepte din granit roz cu
irizatii), de buna calitate (dale din mozaic
prefabricat cu motive Secession, in culori
contrastante) si bine executate (balustrade
din fier forjat, cu mana curenta din lemn de
stejar). In mare parte, se pastreaza tamplarii
originale (usi si ferestre) — unele au fost
refacute identic cu originalul, iar altele au
fost, din pacate, inlocuite. Doar in cinci
dintre apartamente se mai conserva sobele
de teracota originale, cu cahle smaltuite,
tratate in culori pastelate (in nuante de alb,
bej, crem, roz, galben, cafeniu) decorate cu
motive geometrice si vegetale, in general
in linii secession. Tot doar in aceste cinci
apartamente se pastreaza si parchetul
original din lemn de stejar. Poarta de
intrare este dubla, de asemenea, in stil
secession, cu o compozitie figurativa n linii
geometrice, ce par inspirate de arta
populara maghiara, cu accesorii din fier
forjat si alama originale, multe fiind nsa
degradate si alterate.
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dedicated to the annexes and the servants'
staircases. Later on, these were removed and
the gaps in the slabs were closed off.

In the interior common areas, as well as
in the exterior private ones, all of the
original finishings can still be seen:
expensive materials (monolith steps of pink
granite), good quality products (Secession
prefabricated mosaic tiles in contrasting
colours) and well executed details (like
wrought iron balustrades, with oak
handrails). For the most part, the original
woodwork (doors and windows) is still
preserved - some have been replaced
identically to the originals, while others
have, regrettably, been changed. Only in
five of the apartments can the original
terracotta stoves still be seen today. They
were constructed from glazed tiles, in pastel
colours (in shades of white, beige, pink,
yellow, light brown), and adorned with
geometric and vegetal motifs,
predominantly in a Secession aesthetic. The
original oak parquet flooring was exclusively
preserved in these five apartments. The
double entrance gate, also in the Secession
style, features a figurative composition of
geometric shapes, which seem to be
inspired by Hungarian folk art. Many of it's
wrought iron and brass original fittings are
in a state of degradation and alteration.

A Detaliu acoperis cu rezolvarea jgheabului ascuns
spre strada gheorghe $incai, 2024.

[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie autorii]

A Roof detail with hidden gutter towards Gheorghe
Sincai street, 2024.

[source: authors’ archive, photograph the authors]



4 a & b Detaliu cu decoratii de pe fatada principala

a imobilului, 2024.

[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografii autorii]

4 a & b Detail of the decorations on the main fagade

of the building, 2024.

[source: authors’ archive, photographs the authors]
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A Detaliu cu scara principala, 2024.

[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie autorii]

A Detail of the 1 staircase, 2024.

[source: authors’ archive, photograph the authors]

4 Detaliu cu scara de serviciu de pe latura sudica, 2025.
[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie autorii]

4 Detail with the servants’ staircase on the South
wing, 2025.

[source: authors’ archive, photograph the authors]



A Detaliu cu usa de intrare intr-un apartament, 2025.
[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie autorii]

A Detail of an apartment entrance door, 2025.
[source: authors’ archive, photograph the authors]

4 Detaliu cu scara principala, 2024.

[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie autorii]

4 Detail of the main staircase, 2024.

[source: authors’ archive, photograph the authors]
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<4 Modele de sobe de teracota care se regasesc in
imobil, 2024.

[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografii autorii]

4 Models of terracotta stoves to be found in the
building, 2024.

[source: authors’ archive, photographs the authors]

.‘
S
RN T

l
s
= SRS
) e

44



A Detaliu cu usa interioard intr-un canat, 2026.
[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie autorii]

A Detail of a one leaf interior door, 2026.
[source: authors’ archive, photograph the authors]

4 Detaliu cu usa interioara in doua canate, 2026.
[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie autorii]

4 Detail of a two-leaf interior door 2026.

[source: authors’ archive, photograph the authors]
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4 Poarta de acces in imobil, 2024.
[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie autorii]
<« The entrance gate, 2024.

[source: authors’ archive, photograph the authors]



Am ales ca interval de referinta parcursul
unui secol, dar nu a unuia conventional.
Astfel, acest interval cuprinde istoria
imobilului Tn context social, politic si
economic pe parcursul secolului al XX-lea,
pana la inceputul secolului al XXI-lea. Sunt
101 ani de transformari din viata unui
imobil de raport, inregistrate din momentul
in care acesta si-a pierdut calitatea sub care
a fost proiectat si respectiv dat in folosinta
(imobil de raport cu apartamente de lux, cu
finisaje interioare de finalta calitate),
devenind un imobil cu (modeste) locuinte
de serviciu, apoi un imobil de chiriasi la
Stat. Astfel anul de pornire, nu este nici
anul construirii, nici cel al darii in folosinta,

Cadru temporal: durata unui secol, 1921-2022
Timeline: the span of a century, 1921-2022

As a reference period, the span of a
century was chosen; however it is not a
conventional one. Thus, this interval
encompasses the history of the building
within a social, political, and economic
context, spanning most of the 20t century
and the early 21st century. There are 101
years of transformations in the life of this
revenue house, recorded from the moment
it lost its original character and purpose -
namely an apartment building with luxury
apartments, with high-quality interior
finishings —, and it became a building
intended for employee housing, and then a
tenant building operated by the State.
Thus, the starting year is neither the year of
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ci anul 1921, an in care a fost achizitionat
de Statul Romén, prin Regia Monopolurilor
Statului, printr-un contract de vanzare-
cumpadrare incheiat cu proprietarii privati,
cei trei frati Hints.’3 Asa a inceput o istorie
de un secol, in care o cladire rezidentiala
cu o forma arhitecturala coerenta si
consistentd, rezolvata functional impecabil
pentru tiparele locuirii urbane de la
inceputul secolului al XX-lea, a fost
~macinata” continuu, pentru a putea
adaposti, in loc de 8 familii burgheze, circa
10-14 familii de angajati, in locuinte de
serviciu apartinand de industria tutunului
pana in anul 1948,'4 si nu mai putin de 27
de familii de chiriasi’> ai Statului Roman,
sub regimul totalitar comunist. Asa cum se
va vedea in cele ce urmeaza, dupa
Revolutia anticomunista din 1989 si dupa
ce fostii locatari au devenit treptat
proprietari, printr-un proces imobiliar
complex, s-a manifestat tendinta ca
imobilul sa revindg oarecum la starea
functionald initiala: numarul de proprietari
a scazut, iar numarul de apartamente s-a
diminuat, ajungéndu-se la 18 in anul
2022. Dar acest proces complicat inca nu s-
a incheiat total, iar vatamarile produse in
cei aproape 50 de ani de comunism asupra
notiunii de proprietate privata, precum si
asupra perceptiei despre locuirea colectiva

construction nor the year it was
commissioned, but rather the year in which
it was acquired by the Romanian State.
Actually, it was the State Monopolies Régie
[Regia Monopolurilor Statului] that, in
1921, bought the building through a
purchase and sale agreement from its
private owners, the three Hints siblings.!3
Thus, a century-long (hi)story started to
unfold. During this time, the residential
building, characterised by a coherent and
consistent architecture, and by an
impeccably solved layout, specific to the
urban living standard of the early 20t
century, was continuously “ground” so that
it could house, instead of 8 bourgeois
families, about 10 to 14 families of
employees belonging to the tobacco
industry — until 19484 —, and then no less
than 27 families of tenants'> paying rent to
the Romanian State, during the Communist
Regimé. As it will be shown bellow, after
the Anti-Communist Revolution of 1989
and after the former tenants gradually
became owners, through a complex real
estate process, the building entered a new
phase, namely a tendency towards
restoring its original state and layout: the
number of owners decreased,
consequently the number of apartments
decreased as well, reaching 1816 in 2022.

13 Oficiul de Cadastru si Publicitatea Imobiliara
Cluj-Napoca, ,Extras de Carte Funciara nr. 2387".

Cluj-Napoca Cadastre and Land Registration
Office, “Land registry extract no. 2387."

14 Pentru perioada ocupatiei maghiare a nord-
vestului Transilvaniei, cat timp imobilul s-a aflat in
administrarea Regiei Monopolului Regal Maghiar al
Tutunului [in maghiara Magyar Kirdlyi Dohanyjévedék]
(vezi Oficiul de Cadastru si Publicitatea Imobiliara
Cluj-Napoca, ,Extras de Carte Funciara nr. 2387"),
lucrarea lui Odén Boga, Kolozsvari lak- és
cimjegyzék, reflecta cu precizie situatia locatarilor
din imobil precum si ocupatia acestora, pentru anul
1943, dupa cum urmeaza: la pagina 218 (Boga
Gyédrgy, dr. titkar - dr. Gydrgy Boga, secretar), la
pagina 239 (Csaszar Bélint, dr. aljegyz6 - dr. Bélint
Csaszar, secretar adjunct; Csészar Samuel, dr. p. U.
tandcsos - dr. Sdmuel Csaszar, consilier financiar), la
pagina 288 (Fodor Miklds, kapus - Miklés Fodor,
portar), la pagina 365 (Karsai Sandor, miiszerész -
Sandor Karsai, mecanic), la pagina 411 (Kriza
Janosné, dr. tisztv. - sotia lui Janos Kriza, dr.
functionar), la pagina 432 (LScsey Lészlo, féndk -
Laszlé Lécsey, sef; Lécsey Séandor, tisztv. - Sandor
Locsey, functionar), la pagina 456 (Mezei Béla,
tisztv. - Béla Mezei, functionar), la pagina 626 (Zsék
Frigyes, gy. ligyel& - Frigyes Zsak, inspector), Boga,
Kolozsvari lak- és cimjegyzék.

For the period of the Hungarian occupation of
northwestern Transylvania (as a consequence of the
Second Vienna Award), the building was
administrated by the Hungarian Royal Tobacco
Monopoly Authority [in Hungarian Magyar Kiralyi
Dohényjévedék] (see Cluj-Napoca Cadastre and
Land Registration Office, “Land registry extract no.



2387"), for the year 1943, the work of Odén Boga,
Kolozsvari lak- és cimjegyzék, accurately documents
the situation of the tenants, as well as their
occupations, as follows: page 218 (Boga Gyérgy, dr.
titkar - Dr. Gyorgy Boga, secretary), page 239
(Csészar Bélint, dr. aljegyz6 - Dr. Bélint Csaszar,
deputy secretary; Csdszar Sémuel, dr. p. U. tandcsos
- Dr. Sdmuel Csaszar, financial counsellor), page 288
(Fodor Miklés, kapus - Miklés Fodor, porter/
caretaker), page 365 (Karsai Séndor, miszerész -
Sandor Karsai, mechanic), page 411 (Kriza Janosné,
dr. tisztv. - Dr. Jdnosné Kriza [wife of Janos Kriza],
clerk), page 432 (Locsey Laszlé, fénék - Laszlo
Locsey, head; Lécsey Séndor, tisztv. - Sandor Locsey,
clerk), page 456 (Mezei Béla, tisztv. - Béla Mezei,
clerk), page 626 (Zsak Frigyes, gy. ligyel6 - Frigyes
Zsak, inspector). Boga, Kolozsvari lak- és
cimjegyzék.

15 Conform datelor inscrise in arhiva imobilului.
As shown by the records kept in the building’s archive.

16 De fapt sunt 21 de apartamente conform actelor,
cu toate acestea, exista trei situatii in care aceleasi
persoane detin si utilizeaza cate douad apartamente
adiacente, asa cum reiese din datele finscrise in
arhiva imobilului.

In fact there are 21 apartments on paper,
however there are three instances where the same
persons own and use two adjacent apartments, as
shown by the records kept in the building’s archive.

17 Cel mai longeviv locatar (ulterior proprietar) s-a mutat
din imobil la Tnceputul anului 2023 (dupa 67 de ani).

The tenant (later owner) who lived the longest
in the building (67 years), moved out at the
beginning of 2023.

incd se fac simtite. La sfarsitul anului
2022,77 in imobil mai locuiau doar trei
dintre familiile care au locuit aici si Tnainte
de 1989, dar apartamentele pe care le
detin astazi sunt de 2-3 ori mai mari fata de
locuintele n care s-au mutat initial, cu
30-50 de ani in urma.

However, this intricate process remains
ongoing and the damage inflicted during
nearly five decades of Communism, which
distorted the notion of private property, as
well as the perception of collective housing,
is still felt today. At the end of 2022,'7 only
three of the families that previously resided
in the building before 1989 still lived there.
Yet, the apartments they own today are 2-3
times larger than the ones they originally
moved into, 30-50 years ago.



Fabrica de tutun din Cluj

1851 este anul in care guvernul austriac
a initiat monopolul de stat asupra fabricarii
si vanzarii produselor din tutun, care, pe
langa efectele pe care le-a avut in
generarea de profituri pentru stat si
stoparea contrabandei cu tutun, a catalizat
dezvoltarea industriala.! Monopolul
industriei tutunului s-a dovedit a fi o
initiativa vizionara. De fapt, in cazul
Clujului, acesta a fost atat de profitabil
incat a alimentat trezoreriile a inca patru
administratii politice succesive.

Fabricile de tutun au fost catalizatorul
care a sustinut politica de industrializare a
Ungariei, in urma pactului dualist austro-
ungar din 1867. Desi spre sfarsitul anilor
1860 a existat dorinta de a aboli aceasta
ramasita a perioadei neoabsolutiste
austriece, monopolul tutunului s-a dovedit
deosebit de profitabil. Astfel, in 1882, a
fost infiintata o institutie dedicata acestuia:
Directia Centrala Regala Maghiara pentru
Accizele pe Tutun [Magyar Kiralyi
Dohanyjovedéki Kozponti lgazgatdsagl,
subordonata Ministerului Finantelor din
Ungaria. Anuarul Statistic pentru anul 1898
arata ca profitul generat de industria
tutunului a fost de 59134000 coroane —
peste 60% din venituri.i

Dupa Unirea din 1918, odata cu

The Tobacco factory in Clu;j

1851 is the year in which the Austrian
government established the state
monopoly on the manufacture and sale of
tobacco products, which, in addition to
generating profits for the state and
controlling tobacco smuggling, catalysed
industrial development.i The tobacco
industry's monopoly proved to be a
visionary initiative. In fact, it was so
lucrative that, in the case of Cluj, it fed the
treasuries of another four successive
political administrations.

Tobacco factories were the driving force
behind Hungary's industrialisation policy
after the Austro-Hungarian Compromise of
1867. Although towards the end of the
1860s, there was a desire to abolish this
reminder of the Austrian neo-absolutist
period, the tobacco monopoly proved
particularly profitable. So much so that, in
1882, a dedicated institution was
established: the Royal Hungarian Tobacco
Excise Central Directorate [Magyar Kiralyi
Dohanyjovedéki Koézponti lgazgatésagl,
subordinated to the Hungarian Ministry of
Finance. The Statistical Yearbook for 1898
shows that the profit brought by the
tobacco industry was 59,134,000 crowns —
more than 60% of the income.ii

After 1918, as Cluj became part of the

i Alexandra Ghit, ,State Labour Control and
Women’s Resistance in Austro-Hungarian
Transylvania Tobacco Manufacturing (1897-1918)", in
Alexander van Wickeren, Jean Stubbs, William
Gervase Clarence-Smith, editori, Tobacco in Global
Perspective, 1780-1960 : Trade, Knowledge and
Labour (Palgrave Macmillan, Cham, 2024), https://
doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-64411-5_11, 285-314.

Alexandra Ghit, “State Labour Control and
Women's Resistance in Austro-Hungarian
Transylvania Tobacco Manufacturing (1897-1918)",
in Alexander van Wickeren, Jean Stubbs, William
Gervase Clarence-Smith, editors, Tobacco in Global
Perspective, 1780-1960 : Trade, Knowledge and
Labour (Palgrave Macmillan, Cham, 2024), https://
doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-64411-5_11, 285-314.

i Ghit, ,State Labour Control and Women's
Resistance”.

Ghit, “State Labour Control and Women's
Resistance”.

ii. fn Roméania, Regia Monopolurilor Statului a fost creata
in a doua jumdtate a secolului al XIX-lea. Astfel,
exploatarea carierelor de sare, producerea si vanzarea de
tutun si chibrituri, precum si producerea si vanzarea de
stupefiante erau un monopol detinut si operat de stat.

In Romania, the State Monopolies Régie [Regia
Monopolurilor Statului] was created in the second half
of the 19t century. Thus, the exploitation of salt
quarries, the production and sale of tobacco and
matches, as well as the production and sale of narcotics
were a monopoly owned and operated by the State.

v La nivel de stat, a fost implementat un set de politici
pentru ca acesta sa-si aproprieze infrastructurile,
institutiile, procedurile, forta de munca si chiar elitele.



Vezi pe larg Alexandra Ghit, ,Gendered Work, Skill,
and Women'’s Labor Activism in Romanian Tobacco
Factories from the 1920s to the 1960s”, International
Labor and Working-Class History, Nr. 104 (2023): pp.
11-31, https://doi.org/10.1017/S0147547923000212.

On a state level, a comprehensive set of policies was
implemented in order to appropriate infrastructures,
institutions, procedures, the workforce, and even elites.
See in full Alexandra Ghit, “Gendered Work, Skill, and
Women's Labor Activism in Romanian Tobacco Factories
from the 1920s to the 1960s”, International Labor and
Working-Class History, No. 104 (2023): pp. 11-31,
https://doi.org/10.1017/50147547923000212.

v Ghit, ,State Labour Control and Women'’s
Resistance”.

Ghit, “State Labour Control and Women's
Resistance”.

vi Aceasta situatie nu ia in considerare scurta
perioada a ocupatiei maghiare a Transilvaniei de
nord, 1940-1944, cand, In urma Dictatului de la
Viena, fabrica a fost din nou administratd de
Autoritatea Regala a Monopolului Tutunului din
Ungaria [Magyar Kiralyi Dohanyjovedék].

This does not take into account the short period
of the Hungarian occupation of Northern
Transylvania, 1940-1944, during which, following the
Second Vienna Award, the factory was again
administrated by the Royal Hungarian Tobacco
Monopoly Authority [Magyar Kiralyi Dohanyjévedék].

vi. Regia Monopolurilor de Stat a fost reinfiintata
abia dupa 1990, in conformitate cu legi speciale
adoptate succesiv de Parlamentul Romaniei
postcomuniste — Legea nr. 31 (6 mai 1996).

The Régie of State Monopolies was re-established
only after 1990, in accordance with special laws that
were successively adopted by the post-Communist
Romanian Parliament — Law no. 31 (May 6, 1996).

unificarea administrativa, fabrica a fost
preluatda de Regia Monopolurilor Statului
din Roméniaiii, care era subordonata
Ministerului de Finante. Astfel, chiar daca
Romania Mare a pus in aplicare initiative de
,nostrificare” in Transilvanialv — unele dintre
acestea se axau pe politici de asistenta
sociala si organizatiile care urmau sa le
puna in practica —, guvernul roméan a putut
totusi sa utilizeze Tn continuare
infrastructurile preexistente.v Tn 1929, Regia
Monopolurilor Statului a fost redenumits,
devenind Cassa Autonoma a
Monopolurilor Regatului Romaniei,
functionand sub aceasta denumire pana la
proclamarea Republicii Populare Romane,
in 1948.vi Casa Autonoma a Monopolurilor
de Stat (CAM) a administrat fabrica din Cluy;j
intre 1948 si 1959. La sfarsitul anilor 1950 si
inceputul anilor 1960, alaturi de alte
institutii ale statului, Casa Autonoma a
Monopolurilor de Stat a fost reorganizata in
diferite structuri numite Directii — incluzand
intre acestea Directia Generala a Industriei
Tutunului.vii Regimul comunist a fost ultimul
care a cules roadele de pe urma controlului
exclusiv asupra productiei si vanzarii de
tutun, urmand acest model istoric.

Kingdom of Romania, the factory was
absorbed by the Romanian State
Monopolies Régie [Regia Monopolurilor
Statuluilii, which was subordinated to the
Ministry of Finance. Thus, even though the
new Greater Romania put in place
“nostrification” initiatives in Transylvaniav —
some of which focused on welfare policies
and organisations —, the Romanian
government was still able to draw on
existing structures.v In 1929, the State
Monopolies Régie was renamed as the
Autonomous House of the Monopolies of
the Romanian Kingdom [Cassa Autonoma a
Monopolurilor Regatului Romaniei], which
functioned until the proclamation of the
Romanian People’s Republic, in 1948.vi The
Autonomous House of the State
Monopolies [Casa Autonoma a
Monopolurilor de Stat (CAM)] was in charge
of the factory between 1948 and 1959.
During the late 1950s and the early 1960s,
along with other State institutions, the
Autonomous House of State Monopolies
was reorganised into different structures
called Directorates, including the General
Directorate of the Tobacco Industry [Directia
Generala a Industriei Tutunului].vi The
Communist Régime was the last to profit from
the exclusive control of the production and
sale of tobacco, following this historic pattern.



Articole din ziare de epoca maghiare care
relateaza evenimente legate de Fabrica de tutun din
Cluj ( = - aspecte cu privire la distribuirea produselor
fabricii, Budapesti Hirlap, nr. 247 din 5 septembrie
1916, p.13, b - aspecte cu privire la o greva cauzata
de calitatea scazuta a materiei prime, Népszava, nr.
14 din 1 aprilie, 1888, p. 3, ¢ - aspecte cu privire la
revendicarile anagajatilor fabricii legate de numarul
de ore lucrate pe zi si de venituri, Délmagyarorszag,
nr. 95 din 26 aprilie, 1911, p. 7)

[sursa: & ,Budapesti Hirlap, 1916. szeptemberoktdber (36.
évfolyam, 243-303. szam)1916-09-05 / 247. szam”, Arcanum,
colectia Ziarele Arcanum, https://adt.arcanum.com/hu/view/
BudapestiHirlap_1916_09-10/?pg=68&layout=s,
.Népszava, 1888 (16. évfolyam, 1-53. s2)1888-04-01 / 14.
szam”, Arcanum, colectia Ziarele Arcanum, https://
adt.arcanum.com/hu/view/Nepszava_1888/?
pg=52&layout=s, .Délmagyarorszag, 1911. aprilis (2.
évfolyam, 7599. szam)1911-04-26 / 95. szam”, Arcanum,
colectia Ziarele Arcanum, https://adt.arcanum.com/hu/view/
Delmagyarorszag 1911_04/2pg=2888&layout=s]

Articles from Hungarian period newspapers
reporting events related to the Tobacco Factory in Clyj
(2 - issues regarding the distribution of the factory’s
products, Budapesti Hirlap, no. 247 from September
5, 1916, p.13, b - issues regarding a strike caused by
the low quality of the raw material, Népszava, no. 14
from April 1, 1888, p. 3, ¢ - issues regarding the
factory’s employees’ demands regarding the number
of hours worked per day and income,
Délmagyarorszag, no. 95 from April 26, 1911, p. 7)
[source: a “Budapesti Hirlap, 1916. szeptember-oktober (36.
évfolyam, 243-303. szam)1916-09-05 / 247. szém”, Arcanum,
"Ziarele Arcanum”  collection, https://adt.arcanum.com/hu/
view/BudapestiHirlap_1916_09-10/?pg=68&layout=s,

"Népszava, 1888 (16. évfolyam, 1-53. s2)1888-04-01 / 14.
szam”, Arcanum, “Ziarele Arcanum” collection, https://
adt.arcanum.com/hu/view/Nepszava_1888/?
pg=528&layout=s, ¢ “Délmagyarorszag, 1911. aprilis (2.
évfolyam, 75-99. szam)1911-04-26 / 95. szam”, Arcanum,
“Ziarele Arcanum”  collection, - https://adt.arcanum.com/hu/
view/Delmagyarorszag_1911_04/?pg=288&layout=s]



Standul expozitional al Fabricii de tutun si
tigarete din Cluj, 1939.

[sursa: ,A - mar a roman dohanyjovedék (C.A.M.)
irdnyitadsa alatt miikoédd - gyar kidllitdsi standja
Kolozsvart. A falon a Regale cigarettamarka. - 1939",
Dohany Muzelm, https://dohanymuzeum.hu/

kolozsvari-dohanygyar]

The exhibition stand of the Tobacco and
Cigarettes Factory in Cluj, 1939.
[source: “A - mar a roman dohanyjovedék (C.A.M.)
irdnyitasa alatt m(ikédé - gyar kidllitdsi standja
Kolozsvart. A falon a Regale cigarettamarka. - 1939”,
Dohany Muzedm, https://dohanymuzeum.hu/
kolozsvari-dohanygyar]



La sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea, angajatii
Fabricii Regale Maghiare de Tutun din Clu;j
[Magyar Kirdlyi Dohanygyar] reprezentau
aproape 3,5% din populatia orasului — ceea
ce facea ca fabrica sa fie cel mai mare
angajator de stat al vremii.! Prin urmare,
.Vviata” fabricii — mai precis viata angajatilor
sai — a inundat societatea vremii cu
evenimente, stiri, proteste, discursuri,
personaje si chiar cu detaliile unei tentative
de asasinat. De exemplu, in 1897, o greva
care a durat peste o saptamana a dus la
demiterea directorului, iar angajatii au
obtinut beneficii suplimentare, inclusiv
infiintarea unei biblioteci, a unei cantine si
a unei crese (devenind singura fabrica din
Ungaria care avea toate aceste trei
facilitati). Acest incident a fost preluat in
presa vremii.i

At the end of the 19t century, the
employees of the Royal Hungarian Tobacco
Factory in Cluj [Magyar Kirdlyi Dohanygyar]
represented almost 3,5% of the city’'s
population — making the factory the largest
state-owned employer of the time.
Consequently, the “life” of the factory —
the life of its employees — flooded the
society of the time with events, news,
protests, speeches, characters, and even
an assassination attempt. For example, in
1897, a strike lasting over a week led to the
director's dismissal, and the employees
secured additional benefits, including the
establishment of a library, a cafeteria, and a
creche (becoming the only factory in
Hungary to have all these three amenities).
This incident was picked up by the press of
the time.i

i Gyorgy Gaal, Magyarok utcaja : A Kolozsvari egykori
Bel- és Kilmagyar utcék telkei, hazai, lakéi (Erdélyi
Muzeum-Egyesiilet, 1995), p. 132.

Gyorgy Gaal, Magyarok utcéja : A Kolozsvari egykori
Bel- és Kilmagyar utcék telkei, hazai, lakéi (Erdélyi
Mdzeum-Egyestilet, 1995), p. 132.

it Ghit, ,State Labour Control and Women's
Resistance”; Gaal, Magyarok utcéja, p. 132.

Ghit, “State Labour Control and Women's
Resistance”; Gaal, Magyarok utcéja, p. 132.

Cladirea istorica a Fabricii de tutun din Cluj, circa 1900.
[sursa: ,Fabrica de tutun (Bulevardul 21 Decembrie
1989) - 1900 - Images of Old Cluj, Romania”,
Biblioteca Judeteana ,Octavian Goga”, fondul
+~Adrian Giurgiu”; Europeana; https://
www.europeana.eu/ro/item/2022404/
bjc_cv_cs_foto_456_jpg]

The historic building of the Tobacco Factory in

Cluj, circa 1900.
[source: “Fabrica de tutun (Bulevardul 21
Decembrie 1989) - 1900 - Images of Old Cluj,
Romania”, “Octavian Goga"” County Library, “Adrian
Giurgiu” collection; Europeana; https://
www.europeana.eu/ro/item/2022404/
bjc_cv_cs_foto_456_jpg]



]




In 1924, potrivit unui ziar local, la Fabrica
de tutun si tigarete din Cluj erau activi
1360 de muncitori.i In aceastd perioads, o
imagine semnificativa asupra vietii
muncitorilor din fabricile clujene este
oferitd de un ziar de patru pagini intitulat
.Solidaritatea: Organul lucratorilor si
lucratoarelor dela manufacturele de tutun
si fabricele de chibrituri”.ii. Un moment
crucial a avut loc in perioada 1925-1930,
cand au fost introduse utilaje noi la fabrica
din Cluj, ceea ce a dus la o scadere
semnificativa a numarului de muncitori.v

In 1924, 1360 workers were recorded as
employed by the Tobacco and Cigarettes
Factory [Fabrica de tutun si tigarete]' in
Cluj, according to a local newspaper.i
During this time, a significant glimpse into
the life of the factory workers in Cluj is
given by a four-page newspaper called
Solidarity: Journal of the Workingmen and
Workingwomen of the Tobacco
Manufactories and Matches Factories
[Solidaritatea: Organul lucratorilor si
lucratoarelor dela manufacturele de tutun
si fabricele de chibrituri].ii A crucial
moment occurred between 1925-1930,
when new machinery was introduced at the
factory in Cluj, leading to a substantial
reduction of the workforce.v

i Octavian Buzea, Clujul : 1919-1939 (Tipografia
JArdealul” Cluj, 1939), pp. 82, 90, 120, 214, 215.
Cunoscuta si ca ,Manufactura de tutun”, vezi Petru
Bortes, Calauza orasului Cluj : Partea |-a ® Editia Ill-a
(Tipografia Nationala S.A., 1937), p. 30.

Octavian Buzea, Clujul : 1919-1939 (Tipografia
“Ardealul” Cluj, 1939), pp. 82, 90, 120, 214, 215. Also
known as “the Tobacco Manufacture,” see Petru Bortes,
Calauza orasului Cluj : Partea l-a ® Editia lll-a (Tipografia
Nationala S.A., 1937), p. 30.

i Tnfré,tirea, nr. 995, 26 ianuarie, 1924, pp. 1-4.
fnfrétirea, no. 995, January 26, 1924, pp. 1-4.

i Ziarul a fost editat de Fracisc Bruder si Nicolae
Muntean; a avut opt numere publicate intre 1928 si
1929. Vezi Alexandra Ghit, ,Re-reading local
sources: Finding gender trade unionism in a
Transylvanian factory newspaper”, Zarah, 11
noiembrie, 2020, https://zarah-ceu.org/re-reading-
local-sources-finding-gendered-trade-unionism-in-a-
transylvanian-factory-newspaper/#_ftn1.

The newspaper was edited by Fracisc Bruder
and Nicolae Muntean; it had eight issues published
between 1928 and1929. See Alexandra Ghit, “Re-
reading local sources : Finding gendered trade
unionism in a Transylvanian factory newspaper,”
Zarah, November 11, 2020, https://zarah-ceu.org/
re-reading-local-sources-finding-gendered-trade-
unionism-in-a-transylvanian-factory-newspaper/

# ftn1.

v Ghit, ,,Gendered Work, Skill, and Women's Labor
Activism”, p. 18.

Ghit, “Gendered Work, Skill, and Women's
Labor Activism”, p. 18.



Articol care detaliaza activitatea societatilor de
asistenta sociala in legatura cu copiii angajatelor de
la Fabrica de tutun din Cluj din ziarul Infratirea, nr.
800 din 19 mai 1923, p.5.

[sursa: ,Infratirea, mai-iunie 1923 (nr. 785-832) /
1923-05-19 / nr. 800", Arcanum, colectia Ziarele
Arcanum; https://adt.arcanum.com/ro/view/
Infratirea_1923-3/?query=tutun+cluj&pg=124&layout=s]

Article detailing the activity of social welfare
societies in relation to the children of the employees
of the Tobacco Factory in Cluj from the Infratirea
newspaper, no. 800 from May 19, 1923, p. 5.

[source: “Infratirea, mai-iunie 1923 (nr. 785-832) /
1923-05-19 / nr. 800", Arcanum, “Ziarele Arcanum”
collection; https://adt.arcanum.com/ro/view/
Infratirea_1923-3/?query=tutun+cluj&pg=124&layout=s]

, b & ¢ Anunturi din rubrica ,Informatii” legate
de activitatea Fabricii de tutun din Cluj din ziarul
Infratirea, nr. 181 din 26 martie 1921, p. 4.

[sursa: ,,Tnfré’,cirea, martie-aprilie 1921 (nr. 161-210) /
1921-03-26 / nr. 181", Arcanum, colectia Ziarele
Arcanum; https://adt.arcanum.com/ro/view/
Infratirea_1921-2/?query=tutun+cluj&pg=155&layout=s]

, b & ¢ Announcements from the “Informatii”
section related to the activity of the Tobacco
Factory in Cluj from the Infratirea newspaper, no.
181 from March 26, 1921, p.4.

[source: ”Tnfré’,cirea, martie-aprilie 1921 (nr.
161-210) / 1921-03-26 / nr. 181", Arcanum, “Ziarele
Arcanum” collection; https://adt.arcanum.com/ro/view/
Infratirea_1921-2/?query=tutun+cluj&pg=155&layout=s]

Articol care detaliaza activitatea din anul 1923 de la

Manufactura de tutun din Cluj din ziarul Infrtirea, nr. 995
din 26 ianuarie 1924, p. 3.
[sursa: ,Infratirea, ianuarie-februarie 1924 (nr.
980-1022): 1. 1924-01-26 / nr. 995 (Pagina 76)",
Arcanum, colectia Ziarele Arcanum; https://
adt.arcanum.com/ro/view/Infratirea_1924-1/?
query=infratirea+995&pg=75&layout=s]

Article detailing the activity at the Tobacco and
Cigarettes Factory in Cluj in 1923 from the Infrétirea
newspaper, no. 995 from January 26, 1924, p. 3.
[source: “Infratirea, ianuarie-februarie 1924 (nr.
980-1022): 1. 1924-01-26 / nr. 995 (Pagina 76)",
Arcanum, “Ziarele Arcanum” collection; https://
adt.arcanum.com/ro/view/Infratirea_1924-1/?
query=infratirea+995&pg=75&layout=s]



Dupa 1948, Fabrica de Tigarete din Cluj a
trebuit sa se adapteze inca o data. Profilul
muncitorului avea sa se schimbe, deoarece in
anii 1950 au fost implementate initiative
specifice de formare profesionala. Cu toate
acestea, la mijlocul anilor 1950, registrele
evidentiaza lucruri contradictorii: din cei 46
de angajati identificati drept lideri de
productie, 28 fusesera angajati in anii 1920 si
4 in anii 1930. Acest lucru arata ca forta de
munca a fabricii din Cluj s-a mentinut destul
de continuu, In vreme ce au avut loc
schimbari semnificative in organizarea
productiei. Cu toate acestea, pana in 1956,
numarul total de angajati a scazut la 437.i

Following 1948, the Cluj Cigarettes Factory
[Fabrica de Tigarete din Cluj] had to adapt
once more. The worker's profile was bound to
change, as specific skill-training initiatives were
implemented during the 1950s. However,
during the mid-1950s, the records sent a
mixed signal: out of the 46 employees
identified as production leaders, 28 had been
hired in the 1920s and 4 in the 1930s. This
shows that the factory's workforce in Cluyj
maintained strong continuity, while significant
changes occurred in the organization of
production. Nonetheless, by 1956, the total
number of employees dropped to 437.i

i Ioidem, p. 24.
Ibidem, p. 24

Ansamblul Fabricii de tutun din Cluj (coltul din
stanga jos, cu o suprafatd de aproape 2 ha) si
imprejurimile, circa 1950-1960.

[sursa: arhiva digitala Prof. dr. arh. Virgil Pop,
fotografie Tamas Szabo]

The Tobacco Factory in Cluj (lower left corner,
with a surface of almost 2 ha) and its surroundings,
circa 1950-1960.

[source:Prof. PhD. arch. Virgil Pop’s digital archive,
photograph Tamas Szabo]
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La inceputul anilor 1960, Fabrica de
Tigarete din Cluj a inceput sa Tsi piarda
clientii, in timp ce utilajele se perimau. Tn
acelasi timp, politica Partidului viza alte
tipuri de marfuri cu piete de desfacere mai
bune. De aici si decizia ca, incepand cu
1962, Fabrica de Tricotaje ,Somesul” (fosta
.Varga Katalin”) sa preia cladirile folosite
anterior de Fabrica de Tigarete si chiar si o
parte dintre angajatii acesteia,’ in timp ce
productia de tutun urma sa fie transferata
la Timisoara (in maghiara Temesvar, in
germana Temeswar). Timisoara era un alt
oras cu lunga traditie in aceastad industrie.
In cele din urma, fostul complex industrial
din Cluj-Napoca a fost demolat in 2007,
fiind inlocuit cu cladiri de birouri.i

[acest excursus se bazeaza pe urmatorul articol:
Dan-lonut Julean si Dana Julean, ,Three
Narratives Surrounding the Tobacco Factory in
Cluj”, sITA (studies in History and Theory of
Architecture), Nr. 13 (2025): pp. 249-256.]

VAL W eaw s v

MUZEUL DE ARTA DIN CLUJ
a organizat in ultimul timp mal
multe expozitli in intreprinderile
industriale din localitate. La Uzi-
nele ,.Carbochim* a fost deschisi o
expozitie de graficd cu lucrari ale
lui Gy. Szaho Bela, ifar la Uzlna
., Tehnofrig« st la Fabrica de trico-
taje ,Varga Hatalin“ s-au organizat
expozitiile de grafici .,Valea Jiulul
in trecut si azi”.

At the beginning of the 1960s, the Cluj
Cigarettes Factory [Fabrica de Tigarete din
Cluj] was rapidly losing its clients, while its
machines were by now too old. At the same
time, the Party’s policy targeted other types of
goods with better export markets. Hence the
decision that, starting with 1962, the
“Somesul” (previously ,Varga Katalin”)
Knitwear Factory would take over the buildings
previously used by the Cigarettes Factory and
even some of its employees, while the tobacco
production itself was transferred to Timisoara
(in Hungarian Temesvar, in German Temeswar).
Timisoara was another city with a long tradition
in this industry. In the end, the former industrial
complex in Cluj-Napoca was demolished in
2007, being replaced by office buildings.i

[this excursus is based on the following article:
Dan-lonut Julean and Dana Julean, “Three
Narratives Surrounding the Tobacco Factory in
Cluj”, sITA (studies in History and Theory of
Architecture), No. 13 (2025): pp. 249-256.]

Articol care prezintd o expozitie vernisata la

Fabrica de tricotaje ,Varga Katalin” in ziarul
Romaénia libera nr. 4893 din 8 iulie, 1960, p. 2.
[sursa: ,Nr. 4893" / 1960 / Romania libera, Fondul de
periodice si publicatii seriale din patrimoniul Bibliotecii
Judetene ,,Ovid Densusianu” Hunedoara-Deva, https://
www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/romania_lib/1960/07/
rominia _libera_1960_07_4893.pdf]

Article presenting an exhibition at the “Varga Katalin”

Knitwear Factory from Roménia libera newspaper no.
4893 from July 8, 1960, p. 2.
[source: “Nr. 4893" / 1960 / Romania libera, the collection
of periodicals and serial publications from the heritage of
the ,,Ovid Densusianu” County Library Hunedoara-Deva,
https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/romania_lib/
1960/07//rominia _libera_1960_07_4893.pdf]

i Ibidem, p. 26.
Ibidem, p. 26.

i Stefan Pascu, coordonator, Istoria Clujului (Consiliul
Popular al Municipiului Cluj, 1974), pp. 390, 458,
464; Vasile Mitrea, ,Problematica patrimoniului
arhitectural urbanistic”, in Vasile Mitrea, Emanoil
Tudose, Aurelian Buzuloiu, Eugeniu Panescu, editori,
Cluj-Napoca in proiecte : 50 de ani 1960-2010
(Imprimeria Ardealul, 2011), pp. 209, 212.

Stefan Pascu, coordinator, Istoria Clujului
(Consiliul Popular al Municipiului Cluj, 1974), pp. 390,
458, 464; Vasile Mitrea, “Problematica patrimoniului
arhitectural urbanistic”, in Vasile Mitrea, Emanoil
Tudose, Aurelian Buzuloiu, Eugeniu Panescu, editors,
Cluj-Napoca in proiecte : 50 de ani 1960-2010
(Imprimeria Ardealul, 2011), pp. 209, 212.

, b, ¢ & d Cladirea istorica a fostei Fabrici de
tutun din Cluj, devenita Fabrica ,Somesul”, in
proces de demolare, 2007-2008.

[sursa: arhiva digitala Prof. dr. arh. Virgil Pop,
fotografii Prof. dr. arh. Virgil Pop

& d The historic building of the former
Tobacco Factory in Cluj, later the “Somesul”
Knitwear Factory, during its demolition, 2007-2008.
[source:Prof. PhD. arch. Virgil Pop’s digital archive,
photographs PhD. arch. Virgil Pop]

Articol care reclama calitatea indoielnica a tigarilor

produse de Fabrica de Tigarete din Cluj in ziarul Roménia
libera nr. 5273 din 28 septembrie, 1961, p. 3.
[sursa: ,Nr. 5273" / 1961 / Romania libera, Fondul de
periodice si publicatii seriale din patrimoniul Bibliotecii
Judetene ,Ovid Densusianu” Hunedoara-Deva, https://
www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/romania_lib/1961/09/
rominia _libera_1961_09_5273.pdf]

Article presenting the questionable quality of

cigarettes produced by the Cluj Cigarettes Factory
from Roménia libera newspaper no. 5273 from
September 28, 1961, p. 3.
[source: “Nr. 5273" / 1961 / Romania libera, the collection
of periodicals and serial publications from the heritage of
the ,,Ovid Densusianu” County Library Hunedoara-Deva,
https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/romania_lib/
1961/09/rominia _libera_1961_09_5273.pdf|
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4 A a detaliu din foaia de posesiune si b detaliu
din foaia de proprietate. Extras de carte funciara nr.
96749/17.06.2015, Agentia Nationald de Cadastru
si Publicitate Imobiliard - Oficiul de Cadastru si
Publicitate Imobiliara Cluj - Biroul de Cadastru si
Publicitate Imobiliara. Este lizibila suma cu care Regia
Monopolurilor Statului a achizitionat cladirea in 1921.
[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie autorii]

<4 A a detail from the possession sheet and b detail
from the property sheet. Extract from the land
register no. 96749/17.06.2015, National Agency for
Cadastre and Land Registration — Cluj Cadastre and
Land Registration Office — Cadastre and Land
Registration Bureau. The amount with which the
State Monopolies Régie purchased the building in
1921 is legible.

[source: authors’ archive, photograph the authors]



Am venit si am plecat: locuirea Inainte de comunism

In and out: dwelling before Communism

* Vezi si Julean si Julean, , Three Narratives Surrounding
the Tobacco Factory in Cluj”, pp. 249-256.

See also Julean and Julean, “Three Narratives
Surrounding the Tobacco Factory in Cluj”, pp. 249-256.

Tnainte de comunism, imobilul studiat a
cunoscut doua faze de folosinta
semnificative pe care le redam, in cele ce
urmeaza, corelat cu situatia istorica descrisa
anterior, in capitolul ,Cadru: Strada
Gheorghe Sincai nr. 16, Cluj-Napoca”:

* de la darea in folosinta péana in 1921,
cand a functionat ca un imobil de
raport tipic burghez, cu apartamente
de lux, prevazut cu multiple dotari si
anexe gospodaresti;

e intre anii 1921 si 1948, cand a trecut in
patrimoniul Regiei Monopolurilor
Statului, desi si-a pastrat in linii mari
structura functionala, unele
apartamente si-au pierdut caracterul

*

*

Before Communism, the studied
building experienced two significant
phases of use, which shall be detailed in
the following, and which are correlated
with the historical context previously
presented in the chapter “Setting: 16
Gheorghe Sincai Street, Cluj-Napoca”:

e from when it was placed in service until
1921, it functioned as a typical bourgeois
revenue house, featuring luxury
apartments, with multiple amenities;

e from 1921 to 1948, when the building
was administered by the State
Monopolies Régie; although it mostly
preserved its functional layout, some
apartments lost their original character,
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initial, fiind subcompartimentate;
acelasi lucru se poate observa si in
ceea ce priveste anexele.

O analiza arhitecturala a situatiei
anterioare Primului Razboi Mondial (vezi
plansa de la p. 37) releva ca imobilul era
prevazut cu opt apartamente principale,
cate doua la fiecare nivel suprateran, iar la
demisol cu o locuinta de serviciu si
numeroase dependinte, astfel: fiecare din
cele doua scari de serviciu comunica cu
cate o spalatorie si cu depozite de carbuni/
lemne aferente apartamentelor pe care le
deservea; accesul in locuinta de serviciu a
portarului se facea din curte. La nivelul
demisolului exista un wc de serviciu, iar
locuinta portarului/ingrijitorului nu era
prevazuta cu dotari sanitare. Imobilul era
racordat la reteaua publica de apa si
canalizare, precum si la reteaua de
electricitate. Incalzirea se ficea prin sobe
de teracota, combustibilul utilizat fiind
carbuni/lemne. Toate apartamentele aveau
o baie principala prevazuta cu wc si cazan
pentru prepararea apei calde menajere,
racordat la lavoar si la cada de baie.
Separat exista un wc de serviciu. Fiecare
apartament avea o intrare principala, care
printr-o logie, asigura accesul spre holul de
intrare in locuinta, dar si spre un hol de
serviciu. Acesta avea si rol de oficiu intre

as they had been subdivided; the same
can be observed regarding the annexes.

An architectural analysis of the situation
prior to World War | (see the plate on p. 37)
shows that the building was designed to host
8 apartments, two on each above ground
level, while the semibasement floor hosted
the porter/caretaker’s apartment and
numerous amenities as follows: both
servants’ staircases, each communicating
with a communal laundry room, and
individual coal/firewood storage rooms
corresponding to the above-ground
apartments. The access to the porter/
caretaker’s apartment was straight from the
inner courtyard. There was also a servants’
toilet on the semibasement floor, while the
porter/caretaker’'s apartment was not
equipped with sanitary facilities. The building
was connected to the public water and sewer
system, as well as to the electric power grid.
The apartments were heated using terracotta
stoves; coal or firewood served as fuel. All
apartments had a main bathroom equipped
with a toilet and a boiler for heating water —
which was connected to the washbasin and
the bathtub. Additionally, a separate servant’s
toilet was provided. Each apartment had a
main entrance, which, through a loggia,
facilitated access to the vestibule, as well as
to a service hallway. This hallway was also



18 Octavian Buzea, Clujul : 1919-1939 (Cluj:
Tipografia ,Ardealul” Cluj, 1939), pp. 82, 90,
120, 214, 215. Numitd si ,Manufactura de
tutun”, vezi Bortes, Calauza orasului Cluj, p. 30.

Octavian Buzea, Clujul : 1919-1939 (Clu;j:
Tipografia “Ardealul” Cluj, 1939), pp. 82, 90,
120, 214, 215. Also known as "Manufactura de
tutun” [the Tabacco Manufacture], see Bortes,
Calauza orasului Cluj, p. 30.

sufragerie si bucatarie; aici era amplasat si
liftul pentru carbuni/lemne. Toate
bucatariile erau dotate cu masina de gatit
si chiuveta din fonta, fara sa fie prevazute
cu sistem de preparare a apei calde
menajere. In bucitirie exista o nisad sau o
camera pentru servitoare. Accesul
servitorilor se facea din curte, pe scarile de
serviciu. Conform principiilor vietii
burgheze, zona de serviciu era complet
izolata, iar accesul servitoarei si/sau
activitatile cu caracter secundar
(aprovizionarea, fintretinerea locuintei,
relatia cu furnizorii etc.) nu perturbau cu
nimic viata locatarilor burghezi. Practic,
servitorii si angajatorii lor nu Tmparteau
decat intrarea in imobil. Poarta principalg,
precum si usile fiecarui apartament erau
prevazute cu sonerie electrica.

O analiza arhitecturala a situatiei din
perioada interbelica, dupa ce Statul Roman
a cumparat imobilul si a Tnceput sa fie
utilizat ca locuinte de serviciu pentru
angajatii Fabricii de tutun si tigarete,?8
ilustreaza modul in care au finceput si
primele alterari functionale, prin
subcompartimentarea unora dintre
apartamente, deoarece in imobil au primit
locuinta diverse categorii de angajati.
Dotarile au ramas in principal aceleasi,
doar numarul locatarilor s-a marit. Nu se

used as a service area between the dining
room and the kitchen; the coal/firewood
freight elevator was also located here. All
kitchens were equipped with a range cooker
and a cast iron sink, although there were no
centralised options for heating the water. The
kitchen also hosted a maid's room or niche.
Servants could access the apartments by
using the dedicated staircases, reachable
from the inner courtyard. Adhering to the
principles of bourgeois life, the servants’ area
was segregated, ensuring that the maid's
access and/or secondary activities (home
maintenance, relationship with suppliers, etc.)
did not disturb the masters’ life in any way.
Basically, servants and masters shared only
the building’s entrance. The main gate, as
well as the doors of each apartment, were
provided with brass doorbell push buttons.

An architectural analysis, during the
interwar period, after the Romanian State
bought the building and began to use it as
employee housing for the Tobacco and
Cigarettes Factory [Fabrica de tutun si
tigarete],'® reveals the first alterations that
were carried out. Thus, some of the
apartments were subdivided, as various
categories of employees received housing
in the building. The amenities remained
mostly the same; however, the most
significant change could be observed in



poate reconstitui fizic situatia, prin
documente de arhiva, decat la nivelul
anilor 1940, cand in imobil locuiau 10-14
familii,’? iar spalatoria din aripa sudica
fusese transformata intr-o mica locuinta.
Datorita interventiilor in alcatuirea
functionald a unora dintre apartamente,
prin subdivizare, s-au impus si transformari
in compartimentarea demisolului, fiind
necesare mai multe magazii/depozite de
carbuni/lemne. Se observa faptul ca
locuintele de la demisol (fara baie si wc
propriu), precum si cele de la ultimul nivel
(fara cada de baie si fara cazan pentru
prepararea apei calde) erau cele mai
modeste. In plus, la parter, apare un nou
,apartament”, cu o singura incapere, fix
langa intrare, prevazut doar cu lavoar,
destinata cel mai probabil portarului (acest
apartament utiliza acelasi wc comun de la
demisol). Tn total, in locul celor opt
apartamente supraterane, s-a ajuns formal
la doisprezece, in timp ce la demisol erau
inca douad locuinte. Totodata, este
interesant si faptul ca, probabil, in functie
de statutul locatarilor, doar in unele
apartamente mai figureaza nisa pentru
servitoare. Pe de altda parte, la momentul
respectiv, unele dintre aceste
.apartamentari” au fost superficiale,
deoarece, ,separarea” propriu-zisa nu a

the number of tenants, which increased.
No documents have been found in the
archives predating the 1940s, which could
facilitate a reconstitution of the living
arrangements. Yet, during the 1940s, 10 to
14 families are confirmed to have lived in
the building.'” During this time, the laundry
room located in the South wing was
transformed into a small apartment. Due to
the interventions undertaken that led to
the subdivision of some of the apartments,
subsequent transformations were imposed,
as more coal/firewood storage rooms were
required. The plans from this period
indicate that the dwellings on the
semibasement level (lacking a private
bathroom or toilet), as well as the ones on
the uppermost level (lacking a bathtub and
a boiler for hot water) were the most
modest ones. In addition, on the ground
floor, a new one-room "apartment” was
created, adjacent to the entrance,
equipped solely with a washbasin. Most
likely it was intended for the porter/
caretaker (this apartment was using the
shared toilet on the semibasement level).
In conclusion, instead of the initial 8 plus 1
apartments, there were 12, plus 2 more on
the semibasement level. At the same time,
another interesting fact is that only some of
the apartments retained the niche for the

19 Arhiva Companiei de Apa Somes S.A., Dosar 597.

The Archive of the “Compania de Apa Somes S.A.,"
Folder No. 597.

Plansa sintetica cu planurile cladirii in perioada
interbelica. Reconstituiri realizate de autori. (a - plan
demisol, b - plan parter, c - plan etaj 1, d - plan etaj 2,

- plan etaj 3).

Synthesis plate with the plans of the building
during the interwar period. Reconstitutions by
authors. (a - semibasement, b - ground floor, ¢ - 1st
floor, d - 2nd floor, e - 3 floor).
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fost una foarte clara, recurgandu-se doar la
numerotare separata, incaperile
comunicand in continuare liber/direct —
probabil ca Tn aceste apartamente au locuit
familii inrudite (fie frati, fie doua generatii
etc.), acest lucru fiind vizibil si din
analizarea numelor locatarilor. Formal, doar
patru apartamente au ramas nealterate,
functionand conform principiilor dupa care
au fost proiectate: unul dintre
apartamentele de la parter, cele doua
apartamente de la etajul | si unul dintre
apartamentele de la etajul al Il-lea. Epoca
servitorilor se apropia treptat de final...

maid — a detail which most certainly reflects
the status of the (new) tenants. Moreover,
as the plans show, some of the subdivisions
were superficial, as an actual “separation”
was not established. The “apartments”
were assigned separate numbers, while it is
obvious that some of the rooms were still
communicating freely — probably these
apartments were inhabited by related
families (such as siblings or different
generations of the same family, etc.). This
detail becomes even clearer when
analysing the names of the tenants.
Formally, only four apartments retained
their initial layout, functioning in
accordance with the original design: one of
the apartments on the ground floor, the
two apartments on the first floor, and one
of the apartments on the second floor. The
era of the servants’ presence was gradually
coming to an end...

Cladirea istorica a Fabricii de tutun din Cluj, circa 1900.
[sursa: , Cluj-Napoca tobacco factory in the 1900s”,
Wikipedia Commons; https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cluj-
tobacco-1900s.jpg]

The historic building of the Tobacco Factory in

Cluj, circa 1900.
[source: “Cluj-Napoca tobacco factory in the
1900s,” Wikipedia Commons; https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cluj-
tobacco-1900s.jpg]
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APARATE RADIO Radio

Columbia

o BLEFUNKEN® Marcon

Frigorifere electrice Patefon :
Mare asortiment de Columbia

His Master’'s Voice

candelabre
Motoare electrice . o
: 3 Frigorifer
Orice aparate electrice Norge
pentru gospodarie,
profesiune si industrie Constructio
Cluj, Piata Unirii 31. Telefon: 20-93
R R AT T
ELECTROMAGAZIN
DR. BIRO
S. A. COMERCIALA GYOGYSZERTARA
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GLADYS, O CREMA FOARTE SPORNICA, DECI ECONOMICA

Reclame de epoca din Clu;.

[sursa: a, b & g Petru Bortes, Calauza orasului Cluj :
oo xsons -1, Partea |-a o Editia Ill-a (Cluj: Tipografia Nationald
- S.A.Cluj, 1937), pp. 4,17, 6; ¢, d, e & | losif/Jozsef
- Szigethy, Monografia Clujului (Cluj: Tipografia
.Victoria”, 1939), pp. 224, 200, 234, 259; h, 1,1, | & n
Odén Boga, Kolozsvéri lak- és cimjegyzék
(Kolozsvar [Cluj]: Minerva, 1943), pp. 8, 627, 424, 2;
o, beratis l & m Joézsef Szigethy, Ghidul orasului Cluj /

11'55*'-'-‘3“37': Roraic B, FIED Kolozsvar cimtéra (Cluj: s.n., 1946), pp. 29, 10]

Vintage advertisements from Clu;.

CUHSI Sﬁﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬁﬁﬂ e 18{][1&[”!&3& sl 4 [source: a, b & g Petru Bortes, Calauza orasului
Cluj : Parte | ® 3 Edition (Cluj: Tipografia Nationala

Str. Reg. Maria 53 NEW Y"n"
col{ cu Piata Mali- S.A. Cluj, 1937), pp. 4, 17, 6; <, d, & & { losif/Jozsef

novszky, vis-a-vis de SZALLODA 4 A BAGOLYYAR Szigethy, Monografia Clujului (Cluj: Tipografia
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vii puteti distra. — @) Kolozsvar cimtara (Cluj: s.n., 1946), pp. 29, 10]
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constincios. Prefuri
moderate, vizitati-l
pentru  convingere







Carti de bucate de epoca

In cele doua carti se pot identifica aspecte legate
de mediul casnic, preocuparile pentru intélnirile cu
caracter social, dar si deschiderea fata de retete
straine si ingrediente neautohtone, exotice. Mediul
casnic din aceastd perioada — atat cel spre care se
tindea in publicatii, cat si cel din realitatea de zi cu zi -
este in concordanta cu valorile europene din epoca.
De remarcat ca in subsolul paginilor cartii Simonei
Racovita sunt introduse subtil reclame la diverse
produse, in vreme ce cartea Ecaterinei Comsa
cuprinde si ilustratii cu vase si veseld de epoca.

Vintage cookbooks

In the two books, one can identify aspects related
to the domestic environment, a preference for social
gatherings, and an openness to foreign recipes and
non-autochthonous, exotic ingredients. The
domestic environment during this period — both as
depicted in the publications and in everyday life —
aligns with the European values of the era. Notably,
Simona Racovita’s book includes subtle
advertisements in the footer of its pages, while
Ecaterina Comsa‘'s book features illustrations of
period dishes and tableware.

Ecaterina S. Comsa, Carte de bucate pentru buna
menajera, editia aXl-a (Bucuresti: Editura SOCEC &
Co. S.AR., 1938), pp. 11-13, 24-25.

[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografii autorii]

Ecaterina S. Comsa, Carte de bucate pentru buna
menajera, 11th edition (Bucharest: Editura SOCEC &
Co. S.AR., 1938), pp. 11-13, 24-25.

[source: authors’ archive, photographs the authors]

Simona Racovita, Meniuri...pentru intreg anul
cu retetele necesare : Retete roménesti si straine
(Sibiu: Tiparul Insitutului de Arte Grafice ,Dacia
Traiana”, 1934), pp. 8-11, 16-17.

[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografii autorii]

Simona Racovitd, Meniuri...pentru intreg anul
cu retetele necesare : Retete roménesti si straine
(Sibiu: Tiparul Insitutului de Arte Grafice “Dacia
Traiana”, 1934) pp. 8-11, 16-17.

[source: authors’ archive, photographs the authors]



iectele de bucitiric ar fi de prisos si re-
fie. Sunt totusi uncle indispensabile. Pe
lingd cele aritate mai sus, nu tre-
buic 53 lipseasch dintr'o bucitirie
clteva vase de diferite mirimi si fn-
wrebuingiri, masina de carne, fundul
de lemn, sita, ea, cutite, lin-
guri de lemn § san_cutii,

. De asemenea e nevoie i de un ceas.
i de punga fieciroia ),
maestri fn ale bucitriei:

Cht priveste
comandim care

,De aceea cred ci adu
adevarat serviciu tuturor gospo-
dinelor care chibmesc §i ve
ghiaza de aproape la ceia cc
cheltuesc, spunindu-e: Si aveli
tot ce trebue In buckts
avea folos §i ca economie §i ca
reusith a bucatelor. Cumpérati ce
© mai bun, ¢aci vefi fi mulgumite
si ca economie §i ca executio culinari®,

MASURI

pahar de vin = 134 d
obisnuitd de cafea cu lapte = 2 dl.
de cafea cu lapie = 2%
cu virf de

ceaged de zahi

200 gr.
lingurs de grésim

sau unt = 25, gr.

SFATURI §I LAMURIRI

Orice mancare romaneasci cu sos, ¢ mai gustoasd cnd
#inuta o jumitate de ord ls cuptor inainte de a fi servith
asi,

Carnea pentru fripturd nu se spald. Daci din diferite
motive trebue neapirat spalati, trebue 54 fic bine uscati cu
un servet inainte de a fi pusi Ja fript,

_Ca sii nu se intireasci ficatul nu trebue sirat inainte de
a fi fript; s3 se spele in lapte, nu In api.

Pentru Pprijit, c bine s& se amestece unturd cu untde-
lemn o piri egale.

Inainte de a frige in unturii: peste, carne sau zrzavat,

2

Disosssave i 101444210 o00 000

CAPITOLUL XXIII

GATEUA RETETE ECONOMICE

SUPA DE LINTE

Se alege lintea, se spal4 5i se pune s stea in api de cu
seard plnd a doua 7i, Se pune 1a fiert intr'o oald cu apa rece
€ 0 ceap taiath mirunt, 2—:
de cimbro.

 mirunt, 2—3 cifei de usturoiu, o crengugd
54 5a fiarbd cateva ore ; sare s pune numaila
ntea fiartd, altfel ramane tare. Se face un

pa, s¢ potriveste de sarc, si se lasé s& mai

dea

Se trece totul prin sitd, se potriveste de sare, se fine & mai
Jea vre-o doud clocot: T4 ne 8
un galbenug de ou si

a se dr

L smanting,

sUPA DE VARZA
supA DR TP -

Se taie o varzd maru
si se pune la fiert

a -
orez ales
lasi s

5i se pune Ja
fiert cand apa clocoteste. ¢ o lingura de
unturd cu doud linguri de faina, tinge cu apa in care
fierbe spanacul. Se toarnd rantasul in cala cu spanac, se
tece totul prin sitd, se potriveste de sare, 5i se fine s mai
dea cateva clocote. Cind e gata se drege in castron cu un
gilbenus de ou i putind smantand,

CIORBA DE DOVLECEIL

Se pune la fiert intr'o oala cu 2—3 1. de apd, 0 CE?p;
tiata marunt, §i un morcoy §i un patrunjel intreg. Cine

7¢0 doud clacote. Supa de linte trebue sa fie destul de

%
acestea trebuesc bine uscate cu o cArp. Numai aga se vor ru. I deasi,

; R : SUPA CAMPENEASCA. doviecei curafafi §i thiati in bucdti potnivite, si pufind frunzi
SUPR CAMPENEASCA,

zatzavatul e fiert, se adauga 1 1. de bors fiert deoparte, 23
Supe, sosuri, zarzavat,
adaugh putin wnt proaspat,
sii pistrezi untul m.

captd un gust mai fin cand i se
upi ce au fost luate de pe foc.

verde de marar §i pitrunjel. Se potriveste de sare, & &
4: un morcov, o gulie i 2—3 prazi, & aga de scama &4 pu Harbd prea mult, ca s3 ou se tercinias

s multi vreme proaspit, sc fine ti cu o lingu, d
Dinridpest nults ve ) F i oviec %% i
i a]éu:;{u il p;:“jl sare 5i bine riciti. i curafa z—g3 cz!tco;lin§? cc:m:ﬁ.f;“;x:;m:c La ciorba de post se poate adiuga putin rantas de faind.
e e spilare e Bect o pibel o At ol dupk St e tre pin i, Se pune seama I fioe tnts'o oyl de Drajith in untdelemn, jax ciorba de dulce se drege €u un gil-
orcel minci cu son P 3 e Dat gtk de este nf:e;ﬂ&c:u::i::‘x?) inabusit, mai adaogind ap, benug de ou si pujind smantani cind este
ntul bitut spumi. — Ca i1 objinem re i 3 © supa gatg, | ste de sare, se lasd sa fiarba, §i cand
._MI Ny N :Tn‘l‘n i“::f?f;‘m bucdtele mici, i apoi vasul Inp:g:e' : ;anl; Pputing mi.{l::afl'ege in castron cw un galbenus de ou s CHIFTELE DE CARTO! cc: e
. vas cu apd fie ! 3 ; .
g o) J.'}';,:;“T“T R i ot b ot fard =i se topeascd, se :oatc é‘iﬁt'vf:um c,:,:;: séexm":ﬁ:‘ ? SUPA D onsroy e u:f_,:ct i:;emie]:\:l :;.treecegpﬂn sita, Impreuna cu o felie
amestect 5i se bate apoi spumit I4 loc ricoros. ¥ Apa in care s fiert egnon e phine muiath in lapte §i stoarsd. S¢ adaugh sare, un pral
Friscd btuts. — Inainte de a f bituts, frisca se fine vreo & 36200884 cartf o o sy fnt'o oald desupd, e piper, o lingur rasd de faind; 2 salbenuen Tt G
Hiatibucti, si se lasa sa fiarbil- verde de Sel. <i la urma cele doud albuguti spuma.
& de patrunjel, i lo r ;
21
I : o il ealb i e N T

i, in floare, se 1as3 fntrag]
i apoi in bucist de 558
camea ¢ pe junie
raifa a cuptor, $i se lask g
i sunt gata. Dovieeei poas
te de a servi, pogle

eil mic
ovleceii de coaj. Cel

Se rad d i
taie in patru In 1un

UGER PANE.
cei mari e

Ja fiert, pAnt se frigezeste, in
Se pune bucata de SEE0 % T runa de dafin, 5i 2y
api cu pufink 4 a mai ricorit pufin, se taie ugera}
boabe de pipe e s bat In fiind, apoi In ou si in
In fel mos fn unturd fierbinte. Se serveste cy

2

s se praje :
cartofi, mazire, fasole, €t¢-

de came in buciifele potriviie. Se pun Iy
fiert cu un liteu de apd rece, si sare. Apa trebuie n orice cay
si acopere camea, Cu n clocote, se spumuestc de 2—3
ori, S¢ adaugd un morco, o ceaph, un fir de pitrunjel, o
frunzs de dafin. Sé lask si fiarbd domol. Cratifa se fine pe
trei sferturi acoperith. Deoparte se trage intr'o cratifh o line i

Se taje 1 kg

gurk de faind cu o linguri bund de unt. S& nu se ngalbeneascd:
Se stinge cu zeama in care a fiert camea. Se fine sa dea citeya
clocote. Sosul trebue sk fie gros ca o sméintind 3i fira mict
un cocolos, Altfel trebuc trecut prin sith. Se amestech deo-
parte 2 galbenuguri crude ¢u 2 finguri de smintind. Se toamd
Incet, In 50s, i nu la foc. Apoi se punc si dea impreuna citeva
clocote, Oul nu se taic, dach focul nu ¢ prea iute dintr'odatis
Se adaugi pujind zeami de limaie. Se toarni sosul peste came,
din care s'a scos zarzavatul si frunza de dafin, se tine pe for =
Ta fierbinte, fir4 s& fiarbd. Se serveste.

Cénd mincarea nu ¢ Servitd imediat, se pune cratija i
alta cu apd fierbinte, ca si stea cakl, iar deasupra se pul
¢iteva asehii de unt proaspit, ca s nu se formeze o pielif
Dach viem, putem adiuga in ciulama 5i ciuperci tiiate §i 4=
busite fn wnt. Mancarea e mai gustoasd.

PIEPT DE VITEL UMPLUT.
———2% VITEL UMPLUT.

Se alege o bicatt de came dela piept, cam de 2 kit S
Soot coastele cu grijs, ca s& nu sfirmfm camea, us

oy Pe rénd pe ficcare, si ajutdndunc
curitul, cind nu jes singure (fig.). T4¢
camea i,

P 20 um. Ly an
s o B e i

.

Sunek pe varsk

|
Cartea Sandei Marin, devenita un simbol national,

in 1946 era deja la a XIV-a editie. Alaturi de sfaturi si

B Mo Carte & s

7

e, L TR oL A retete, sunt de remarcat si plansele (color) care

v s . e e .
P prezintd modul in care urma sa fie servita mancarea,

avand ca fundal modele de vesela de lux. Include si

_ i > 1WA T Sanda Marin, Carte de bucate, editia a XIV-a
un index separat cu retete destinate diabeticilor.

(Bucuresti: Editura Cartea Romaneasca S.AR., 1946), pp.
fn., 18-19, 160, 190, 520-521.
[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografii autorii]

Sanda Marin, Carte de bucate, 14th edition
(Bucharest: Editura Cartea Romaneasca S.A.R., 1946) pp.
fn., 18-19, 160, 190, 520-521.

[source: authors’ archive, photographs the authors]

Sanda Marin's book, which was to become a national
symbol, had already reached its 14th edition by 1946. It
includes advice and recipes, as well as (coloured) plates
that illustrate how the food was to be served, with
samples of luxury tableware as a backdrop. It also
includes a separate index with recipes for diabetics.
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Pe unul
din panou-
rile ,,Casei

) Alegitorului*
N0 din Ferentar}
W unde sunt in-
fatisali cetd-
5 teni depunén-
) du-sf votu-
rile in urnd, se poate citj:
»Am semnat pentru pace,
votdm pentru pace*,  Tol
mai adanc pitrunde tn con-
stiinta _celor ce muncesc
marea insemnitate a alege-
rilor pentru Sfaturile Popu-
lare in lupta pentru apira-
rea pdcii. Alegerile vor
duce la intirirea puterii noa-
stre de stat, la fntirirea re-
glmuului de democratie popu-
lard care are la temelie po-
litica de pace a Par(idurui.
Tot ceeace clidim, tot ce
gandim si fiurim e pus in
slujba pacii; pentru ca si
construim ne trebue pacea
ca aerul. Cladim uzine si
hidrocentrale in locuri odi-
nioara pustii, ne pregitim
pentru Planul Cincinal in
cursul cdruia vom dubla pro-
ductia industriali. Acade-
mia discutd proectul de elec-
" trificare a térii; construim
scoli, camine culturale si
sanatorii, ridicim la o via{a
noud regiuni altidatd fina-
poiate. Ne creste inima de
bucurie cd din fabricile noa-
stre ies tractoare si strun-
guri, care altadatd se im-
portau din stridinatate, cd in
universititi patrund tot mai
multi fii de muncitori si {a-
rani muncitori, c¢d in stafiu-
nile balneare vin la odihni
oameni ai muncii si nu tran-
tori si imbuibali, ¢i in co-
nacele mosierilor s’au ficut
case de nastere, iar Dumi-
nicile tot mai mulli lume
porneste spre caminul cul-
tural si tot mai putind spre
carciuma. Ne rasuni in
urechi rasetele copiilor din
caminele fabricilor si cén-
tecele voioase ale flicdiloY
si fetelor de pe lanurile
gospodariilor colective Ni-i
scumpd viata aceasta noud.
care creste in regimul de
democratie populard, ni-i
dragd nu numai pentrucd-i

friumaneX Al el nantroani
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 Yom voia penira pace!

a transformarii celor 10 mi-
lioane semnatari ai Apelului
in luptdtori activi pentru
pace. Sd limurim tuturor ce-
lor cédrora le e scumpd pa-
cea, care vor si-si vadi fa-
milia, copiii, feriti de urgia
rizboiului, cd au datoria fata
de ei insisi, de ai lor, faii
de poporul intreg, nu numai
ca la 3 Decembrie s volteze
penlru pace, dar si si con-
tribue pentru a face din cam-
pania electorald un prilej de
mobilizare a intregului po-
por muncitor la lupld hota-
ritd pentru pace. Sa apirim
pacea prin fapte! Sd intam-
pindm alegerile dand un
nou avant inlrecerii socia-
liste, ob{indnd noi succese in
productic, realizénd §i mai
mari economii, indeplinind
la timp planul de insdman-
tari!

Fostii mosieri si patroni,
chiaburii si sgeculantii. spio-
nij imperialisti $i provocato-
rii titoisti spumegii de furie
ci din randurile  poporului
muncitor vor fi alesi 80.000
de deputati in Sfaturile Popu-
lare, care-si vor finchina
toate puterile luptel pentru
intarirea Patriei si apdrarea
picii. Dusmanul fsi va arita
col{ii, céci el isi da doar sea-
ma cii glegerile vor face si-i
fie maj anevoe a unelti, ci
votul dela 3 Decembrie va fi
un vot impotriva claselor
exploatatoare, impotriva im-
perialismului, E datoria de
onoare a fiecarui partizan al
pacii si-3i sporeasci vigi-
lenta si si preintimpine ori-
ce ticalesie ar pune la cale
dusmanii pacii, Si folosim
campania electorald spre a
arata fiecdrui om iubitor de
ace fala hadd a dusmanu-
ul, si amintim tuturor im-
potriva cui am dobéndit toate
cuceririle noastre si impotri-
va cui avem si le apardm
si si le sporim. Campania
electorald sa ducd la o si
mai mare izolare §¢ demas-
care a dusmanu'ui de clasa,
unealtd - a imperialismului
selos de rizhoaie si de sin-
ge. Chiaburul si nu poatd
gdsi urechi increzatoare pen-
tru soaptele-i veninoase, sa
fie demascati rdspanditori

Tuannrilar rAzhainica i

PROLETARI DIN TOATE TARILE, UNITI-VA?

In adunari populare, oamenii mun i
propun cu entuziasm drept cuadidati
in alegerile pentru Sfaturile Populare,
pe cei mai buni fiu §i fiice ai po-
orului muncitor in frunte cu tova-
rasul Gheorghiu-Dej. Sunt propusi:
activigt ai Partidului §i ai organiza-
tiilor de massi ; membri ai Comitetelor
Provizorii; muncitori fruntasi, tarani

membri ai gospoddriilor colective, td-

3 SERIA (Il ANUL XIX Nr. 1865 |

4 PAGINI 4 LE| |

Miercurl 18 Octombrie 1950

rani muncitori individuali, intelectuali,
meseriast. ‘

Razele soarclui de toamnid
lumineazi aleile impreimuite cu
verdeala si flori ale atelierelor
.Grivita Rosie”. Cu ani . in
urmd, aci nu cresteau [lori: aci,
in aceastd curte, la 16 Februa-
rie 1933, au fost rdpusi mun-
citori care luptau eroic impo-
triva mizeriei si a fascizarii
tarii, impotriva subjugérii tarii
de catre imperialistii  franco-
anglo-americani care pregateau
rizboiul antisovietic. In  fata
sanatoriului de noaple, con-
struit anul trecut dupd modelul
sanatoriilor de noapte din
U.RS.S., se aflda locul unde au
cazut atunci primele victime,

Azi, muncitorii dela ,,Grivi{a
Rosie™ s'au adunat  si pro-
puni_pe candidatul lor in Sfa-
ful Popular al Bucurestinlni,
Capitala  Patriei noastre li-
bere.

Aproane patru mii de cefe-
risti_s'au strans intr'o hald u-
riasd unde inainte se ficea re-
vizia vagoanclor regale: <le
cativa ani, hala a fost reno-
vata si transformala in sala de
mese pentru muncitori, iar a-
cum ea este impodobitdi cn
steaguri rosii si tricolore, «cu
inscriptii entuziaste de lupti

Aplauzg pulernice si strigite
de aprobare izbucnesc cdnd
vorbitorul declar3: ,Trebue sd
spunem deschis cd sunt exclusi
dela aceste alegeri dusmanii
nostri, slugile imperialismului.
Ei sunt aceia care {ineau po-
porul muncitor in intuneric, in
timp ce o méand de cxploaia-
tori se schimbau intre ei la
cirma {4rii! SA ardtim tuturor
cetitenifor cinstiti ¢d  votind
pentru  Frontul ~ Democratici
Populare voteazi pentru inti-
rirea Patriei, s& nu rimand
cetiifean cinstit care nu si-a
scos cartea de alegitor, care
nu foloseste dreptul sin de
vot I,

La tribund urcd
Gheorghe lliescu, pdnd de cu-
rdnd muncitor electrician, @s-
tizi referent tehnic, om cuno-
scut de mai toti muncitorii; €l
are aproape 20 de ani vechime
in intreprindere si e decorat cu
Medalia Muncii™

wTovaritsi ! incepe el. Cred
cX cea mai vie dorintd a noa-
strd, cei care muncim fa ,Gri-
vita Rosie” este si propunem
pe cel mai iubit fin al clasci
muncitoare (Gheorghiu-Dej !
Gheorghiu-Dej ! il intrerup vaci

RV DRskd iy

tovardsul

Cei mai buni fii ai poporului muncitor
in frunte cu conducatorii Partidului si Guvernului
sunt propusi candidati pentru Sfaturile Populare

Sustinem cu totii, ca unul, candidatura tovardsului Gheorghiu-Dej!
— au spus ieri muncitorii dela ,Grivita Rosie"”

lupta ce i-au dus faima pesle
granite. Numele lui se leagd
de viata fiecdruia dintre noi.
Pentru viitorul fericit al acesfei
vieti a noastre si a_ copiilor
nostri, sustinem cu totii, ca unul,
candidatura tov. Gh. Gheor-
ghiu-Dej !” i

Urci la tribund tovarisa Ba-
linescu  Victoria, muncitoare
fruntasid la sectia a 1V-a me-
canicd [ncd inainte de a lua
cuvintul, fata ci strilucitoare
de bucurie arati limpede ce
pirere au _muncitorii despre |
propunerca ficutd de tov. Ilie-|
scu ,Din toatd inima mea’
dragi tovariisi, sunt de acord|
cu aceastdi propunere, si-mi lau
in fala voasird angajameniul
ca panid la 3 Decembrie, in|
cinstea iubitului nostru cnndi-l
dai, si depiisesc normele cu
25% si sid lucrez deodald la
douii masini”.

WIn lupta pentru pace in
care sub geniala indrumare a
tevardsului Stalin, ne-am avan-
fat laolalld cu toale popoarcle
lumii, alegerile vor insemna un
nou prilej de a intdri Patria
noastrd“ — spune inflicérat
U T.M.-istul Radu Vasile

In avlauzele cilduroase ale

multimii  an mai varhit malti

i 1

Waanis ey o

Muncitorii Atelierelor Grivita Rogie ovafioneazd indelung propuncréa peniru descmnarea tovarasulur Gh.
Gheorghiu-Dej drept candidat pentru Sfatul Popular al Capilalei.

Muncitorii si muncifoarele dela fabrica C.A.M.-Belvedere au propus drept candidat ol lor
pentru Siatul Popular al Capitalei pe tovarasa

Ana Pauker



Am venit si am plecat: locuirea In timpul comunismului®
In and out: dwelling during Communism”

* Vezi si Julean si Julean, , Three Narratives Surrounding
the Tobacco Factory in Cluj”, pp. 249-256.

See also Julean and Julean, "Three Narratives
Surrounding the Tobacco Factory in Cluj”, pp. 249-256.

< Prima pagina a ziarului Scénteia nr. 1865 din 18
octombrie, 1950, p. 1.

[sursa: ,Nr. 1865" / 1950 / Scinteia, Fondul de
periodice si publicatii seriale din patrimoniul
Bibliotecii Judetene ,Ovid Densusianu” Hunedoara-
Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/
scanteia/1950/10/scanteia_1950_10_1865.pdf]

< Front page of an issue of Scénteia newspaper no.
1865 from October 18, 1950, p. 1.

[source: “Nr. 1865"” / 1950 / Scinteia, the collection of
periodicals and serial publications from the heritage of
the “Ovid Densusianu” County Library Hunedoara-
Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/
scanteia/1950/10/scanteia_1950_10_1865.pdf]

Industrializarea fortatda a constituit
mijlocul prin care comunismul s-a
inradacinat in Romania. Acest proces
politic si economic a produs de fapt
proletariatul, cei ,multi”, masa ,pentru
care fusese géandita conducerea
Partidului”.20 Industria, simbolul
progresului, a devenit un scop in sine, cu
efecte grave asupra vietii si formei urbane:
avantul economic si arhitectural s-a
transformat intr-o politica de schimbare a
oraselor. Mii de oameni au fost stramutati
din mediul rural in cel urban, pentru a
distruge orice urme ale vechii structuri
sociale si pentru a construi o tara noua.
Spre finalul anilor 1950 si inceputul anilor

Forced industrialisation was the means by
which  Communism took root in Romania.
Actually, this political and economic process
produced the proletariat — the newly rising
social class, “the many.” This mass of people
was the one “for which the leadership of the
Party was intended.” (our translation)20
Industry, the symbol of progress, became an
end in itself, having serious effects upon the
urban life and environment: the economic and
architectural boost turned into a policy for
transforming both towns and cities.
Thousands of people were relocated from the
countryside to pursue an urban life. Thus,
every trace of the old social structure was
supposed to be wiped out, while a new
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1960, Partidul Comunist a Tnceput
implementarea unui program amplu de
construire de locuinte colective, atacand,
dupa caz, zonele centrale ale oraselor,
axele principale si redefinind periferiile
oraselor istorice. Cu toate acestea, centrele
istorice au Tnceput sa fie agresate abia prin
anii 1970, odatd cu definirea noilor idei
(directii) privind reconstructia urbana.2!

Astfel, pe fondul general creat de acest
fenomen, dar si in contextul crizei de
locuinte de dupa Al Doilea Razboi
Mondial, asistam si la un proces de
redefinire a locuirii colective. Clujul este
un caz particular, intr-o serie lunga de
exemple: populatia orasului a crescut intre
1966 si 1989 de la 185663 la 318147, cu
un spor migrator de 106 000, constituit n
principal din cei veniti din mediul rural, in timp
ce sporul natural a fost de numai 26484.22 n
Cluj, iIn urma politicii intensive de crestere
a fondului locativ, implementata pe toate
caile2s de catre regimul totalitar (in
principal prin edificarea marilor ansambluri
la marginea intravilanului - cartierele
dormitor limitrofe zonei centrale, un
numar foarte redus de locuinte
unifamiliale, cresterea pe Tnaltime a
blocurilor de locuit, reducerea importantei
spatiului public, ncurajarea unei politici
urbane care sa sustind cantitatea nu

country was taking shape. Towards the end of
the 1950s and the beginning of the 1960s, the
Communist Party began the implementation
of an extensive program of building collective
housing. The central areas of the cities and/or
the main urban routes were targeted first;
however, at the same time, the peripheries of
the historical cities were undergoing a
redefining process. Nonetheless, concrete
actions, that would affect the historical
centres, began only in the 1970s, once the
new directions regarding the urban
reconstruction became clear.2!

Consequently, with this general
phenomenon as a backdrop, alongside the
context of the housing crisis following World
War lI, the concept of collective housing itself
was being redefined. Cluj was a particular
case, among a long list of examples: the
city's population increased between 1966
and 1989 from 185,663 to 318,147, of which
106,000 mainly migrated from the
countryside, while the natural increase was of
only 26,484 people.?2 In Cluj, following the
intensive policy of increasing the number of
housing units, implemented by any possible
means23 (mainly by building housing
ensembles on the cities’ outskirts — the
dormitory neighbourhoods adjacent the
central area, a very small number of single-
family homes, increasing the number of

2 Silviu Aldea, Reinterpretdnd simbolurile socialismului
(Cluj-Napoca: Tact, 2015), pp. 12-13.

Silviu Aldea, Reinterpretand simbolurile socialismului
(Cluj-Napoca: Tact, 2015), pp. 12-13.

21 Giurescu, The Razing of Romania’s Past, pp. 5,
38-40; Ana-Maria Zahariade, Arhitectura in proiectul
comunist. Roménia 1944-1989 / Architecture in the
Communist Project. Romania 1944-1989 (Bucuresti:
Simetria, 2011), pp. 18-19, 74-75, 91.

Giurescu, The Razing of Romania’s Past, pp. 5,
38-40; Ana-Maria Zahariade, Arhitectura in proiectul
comunist. Roménia 1944-1989 / Architecture in the
Communist Project. Romania 1944-1989 (Bucharest:
Simetria, 2011), pp. 18-19, 74-75, 91.

22 Vasile Mitrea, ,Locuirea. De la plombe la marile
ansambluri”, in Vasile Mitrea, Emanoil Tudose, Aurelian
Buzuloiu, Eugeniu Panescu, editori, Cluj-Napoca in
proiecte : 50 de ani 1960-2010 (Cluj-Napoca: Imprimeria
Ardealul, 2011), pp. 156-180, p. 156 si Norbert Petrovici,
Zona urbana. O economie politicd a socialismului
roménesc (Cluj-Napoca: Tact, 2017), p. 143.

Vasile Mitrea, “Locuirea. De la plombe la marile
ansambluri”, in Vasile Mitrea, Emanoil Tudose, Aurelian
Buzuloiu, Eugeniu Panescu, editors, Cluj-Napoca in
proiecte : 50 de ani 1960-2010 (Cluj-Napoca: Imprimeria
Ardealul, 2011), pp. 156-180, p. 156 and Norbert
Petrovici, Zona urbana. O economie politica a
socialismului roménesc (Cluj-Napoca: Tact, 2017), p. 143.

2 Mitrea, ,,Locuirea. De la plombe la marile
ansambluri”, p. 156.

Mitrea, “Locuirea. De la plombe la marile
ansambluri”, p. 156



Cartierul muncitoresc ,;Steagul Rosu*

latd un aspect al cartierulut
muncitoresc ,Steagul Rosu” din
orasul Stalin. [n aceste locuinfe
confortubile s'a mutat de curdnd
un nou grup de muncitori §i
tehnicleni fruntagi, Impreund cu
familiile lor.

In numeroase alte orase §t
cenlre industriale se construese

deasemerea lotuinfe  pentru
munc#ori st tehniclenl. In cursul -
anului 1950, se vor clddi locuinfe
muncitoresti in valoare de peste

5.5 miliarde lel.

Principalele centre unde se
construesc locuinfe muncitoresti
sunt : Bucuresti. Resifa, Hune-

dogra, Petrogani, orasul Stalin,
Turda, Cluj, Ploesti, Galatl ete.

Pe mdsura desvoltdrii indus-
triel noastre socialiste, odatd cu
cresterea volumului acumuldri-
lor socialiste, va creste cifra

investifitllor prevdzute pentru ||
construirea de locuinfe penfru I
oamenii muncil. I

A Articol din care reiese importanta atribuita realizarii
de locuinte pentru ,0amenii muncii” din ziarul
Scénteia nr. 1865 din 18 octombrie, 1950, p. 1.
[sursa: ,Nr. 1865” / 1950 / Scinteia, Fondul de periodice
i publicatii seriale din patrimoniul Bibliotecii Judetene
.Ovid Densusianu” Hunedoara-Deva, https://
www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/scanteia/1950/10/
scanteia_1950_10_1865.pdf]
A Artide highlightng the importance attributed to the
construction of housing units for “the working people” from
Scénteia newspaper no. 1865 from October 18, 1950, p.1.
[source: “Nr. 1865" / 1950 / Scinteia, the collection of
periodicals and serial publications from the heritage of
the “Ovid Densusianu” County Library Hunedoara-
Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/
scanteia/1950/10/scanteia_1950_10_1865.pdf]

» Articol de propaganda in vederea alegerilor deputatilor
Sfaturilor Populare, din ziarul Scénteia nr. 1901 din 30
noiembirie, 1950, p. 1.

[sursa: ,Nr. 1901” / 1950 / Scinteia, Fondul de
periodice si publicatii seriale din patrimoniul Bibliotecii
Judetene ,Ovid Densusianu” Hunedoara-Deva,
https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/scanteia/
1950/11/scanteia_1950_11_1901.pdf]

» Propaganda article for the elections of the deputies
of the People’s Councils, from the newspaper Scénteia
no. 1901 from November 30, 1950, p.1.

[source: “Nr. 1902"” / 1950 / Scinteia, the collection of
periodicals and serial publications from the heritage of
the “Ovid Densusianu” County Library Hunedoara-
Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/
scanteia/1950/11/scanteia_1950_11_1901.pdf]

" ca oameni ai

Republica Populardi Roména
Patrie a oamenilor muncii

de toate nationalititile

Cateva zile
doar ne des
part de ma-
rea sdrbitoa-
re a alegeri-
lor, zu'a in
care milioane
. si milioane de

cetdfeni  vor

alege deputafii  Sfaturilor
Populare.

_Legea electorald stabilesle

“ cd au dreptul de 3 alege si

de a fi alesi tofj cetatenii
Patriei noastre, fard deose-
bire de nafionalitate, fiind
lipsiti de drept de vot numai
fostii sau actualii exploata-
tori. Iatd de ce alegerile
sunt intdmpinate cu inima
plind de bucurie de poporu!
roman ca si de {oate natio-
ualitdtile conlocuitoare. Prin:
tre candidati gasim, aldturi
de zecile de mii de muncitorj
si tdrani romaéni, oameni
ai muncii maghiari ca Ist-
van Kiraly, presediniele
gospodariei colective din Sd:
rateni, regiunea Mures, sau
Pall Elisabeta, muncitoare
la'uzina ,,lanos Herbak” din
Cluj, meseriasul evreu Griin
Mayer, propus pentru Sfa-
{ul Popular al raionului Tu-
dor Vladimirescu, —minerul
german Wilhelm Frang, pro-
pus pentru  Sfatul Popular
al orasului Stalin, sau tira-
nul mijlocas sarb Rotkov
Vladimir, din comuna Paria,
Fropus pentru Sfatul Popu-

ar al raionului Timisoara.

Uniunea Populardi Ma-
ghiard, Comitetul Antifascist
German, Comitetul Demo-
crat .al Populatiei Ruse si
Ucrainiene, Comitetul De-
mocrat Evreesc si alte co-
mitete ale nationalitailor
conlocuitoare, intrind in
compunerea Frontului De-
mocratiei Populare, iau par-
te activd la campania elec-
torald.

Cat de departe_este viala
de astizi a nationalitatilor
conlocuxtoare din tara noas-
tra de viata umilitoare, de
prigoana cumplitd, teroarea
si batjocura la care au fost
supuse. acestea sub remmui
burghezo-mosieresc. E
tul s amintim ci 1ncen£\nd
cu constitutia din 1866 si
pani la 23 August 1944, bur-
ghezia @ venit cu peste 400
de legi, decrete si regula-
mente, prin care se luau ma-
suri _impotriva oamenilor
muncii din randul nationali-
tatilor conlocuitoare, Acestia
erau de doud ori oprimati:
ca oameni ai muncii si ca

fapte Nahonahtatl[e au po-
sibilitatea de a folosi limba
maternd in scoli si institutii
si de a-si desvolta din piin
cullura nationald. Azi func-
tloneaza in limbile nationali-

tatilor conlocuitoare 3036
cimine de zi, grddinite si
scoli clementare de ciclu Isi
11, 140 scoli- medii de toate
gradcle 92 scoli profesio -
nale, scoli de calificare pro-
fesionald si cursuri de spe:
cializare. Au fost tipdrite
manuale scolare in 14 limbi.
In invitdmantul superior a-
vem 17 facultdti in limba
maghiard la Cluj, Tg. Mu-
res si Timigoara.

Numeroase teatre de Stat,
1700  cdmine  culturale,
cercurj artistice fuuctloneaza
in limba maghiard, germand
§i_ sdrba, idis efc; au loc e-
misiuni_radiofonice speciale.
Dela 23 August 1944 pani
la 1 Tulie 1950, cdrtile tip
rite in limbile nationalitati-
lor conlocuitoare cuprind
peste 2500 titluri cu un liraj
total de peste 15.000.000
exemplare.

In cele mai inalte functii
de Stat, in Prezidiul Marii
Aduniri Nationale, in Gu-
vern, in Comitetele Provizo-
rii, in Armat3 si Militie, in
randul asesorilor populari,
judecitorilor, directorilor de
intreprinderi si presedintilor
de gospodarii colective gasim
alaturi de oameni ai muncii
romani ii fii ai nationalitd-
tilor conlocuitoare. Unul din
nenumdratele exemple ale
grijii Partidului $i Guvernu-
lui pentru lichidarea situa-
tiei de inapomre economicé-
culturald in care au fost ti-

muncii si ca
unguri, evrei sau ucrainienl.
Prefecl,u, primarii,  jan-
darmii,  judecatorii, per-
ceptorii, {oatd sleahta de
shiri si vatafi ai claselor
exploatatoare aveau —mani
liberd sd schingiuiascd si sd
jefuiascd pe ,minoritani‘
Acestia pliteau impozite spo-
rite. la judecatd erau  soco-
titi vinovati . din oficin", iar
in armata erau bituti si bat-
jocoriti maj rdu ca la inchi-
soare. Limba ~maternd nu
era ingaduitd nici in scoli,
nici in tribunale, Cultura na-
tionalitétilor conlocuitoare
era inibusitd, Cine nu-si a-
minteste de vremurile de ru-
sine cand zeci de mii de e-
vrei au fost schingiuiti, ucisi,
far unii atarnati pe cérlige
la abator, cand bandele de
huligani manisti au téiat cu
securea capete de firani se-
cig! $i in vreme ce se pe-
treceau astfe] de grozavii,
urmare a salbaticei propa-
gande la urd govind cu care
burghezia otravea inci de
pe bincile scolilor sufletele
tinerilor, capitalisti romani,
germani, evrei si ma,tzhlan
colaborau ..friteste”, stran-
gind averi din jefuirea po-
porului. Nationalismul a ser-
vr( claselor exploatatoare ca
o diversiune spre a desbina
pe oamenii muncii si a-i a-
bate dela lupta comund pen-
tru cliberarea lor de sub ju-
gul exploatatorilor de orice
nationalitate.

Incd dela intemeierea sa,
Partidul Comunist Romén
s'a ridicat impotriva asupri-
rii nationale, cilauzit fiind de
teoria marxist-leninistd care
ne invati cd rezolvarea pro:
blemej nationale e o sarcind
de seami a_ proletariatului,
ea fiind subordonatd luptel
pentru_instaurarea orandui-
rii_socialiste. _Pornind dela
principiul ci fird lichidarea
asupririi nationale, proleta-
rlatul nu poate inlitura_ex-
ploatarea  omului de citre
om, Partidul nostru a lup-

nute nationalitdtile conlocui-
toare e insusi faptul c3, prin|
rajonare, fostele judete secu-|
iesti, atata amar de vreme
oropsite de-stdpanirea bur-
ghezo-mosiereascd, au fost

legate de puternicul centru
industrial, orasul Stalin, in
cadrul aceleiasi regiuni ceea-
ce le deschide minunate per-
spective de desvoltare. Aceste
mirete cuceriri ale nationa-
lititilor conlocuitoare nu le
putea infdptul decat un re-
gim de Stat condus de clasa
muncitoare, care inldturand
pe exploatatori dela putere
sl smulgindu-le principalele
pozltll economice, a lovit in
insdsi rdddcina asupririi na-
tionale. In fara noastrd ide-
ologia fritiei intre popoare
a devenit ideologie domi-
nantd de Stat. Aceasta di

tat cu consecventd, infrun-
tind teroarea singeroasi a
regimului  burghezo-mosie-
resc. impotriva prigoanei na-
tionale, pentru deplina ega-
litate in drepturj a nationa-
litatilor conlocuitoare
Eliberarea tarii noastre de
citre_glorioasa Armatd So-
vietici si instaurarea regi-
muluj de democratie popu-
lari au deschis putinfa re-
zolvirii depline a problemei
nationale in tara _mnoastrd.
Constitutia R.P.R. a con-
sfintit deplina egalitate in
drepturi cu poporul romén a
nationalititilor conlocuitoa-
re. In toate domeniile de ac-
tivitate politicd, economicd,
sociald, culturald, regimul
de democrahe populara asi-
gurd aceastd egalitate prin

nanté de Stat. Aceasta di
Republicii Populare Romane
o fortd si o coeziune interni
pe care nu le putea avea Ro-
mania burghezo-mosiereasci,
in care domnea vrijmisia
nationald.

In vreme ce in tara noa-
strd nationalitatilor _conlo-
cuitoare 1i se asigurd prin
fapte deplina egahtate in
drepturi, = tdrile capitaliste
alunecd tot mai mult in mo-
cirla fascismului, exploata-
rea salbatici a maselor
wmuncitoare si pregatirile in
vederea unui_mnou rizboi,
mergind mani in mand cu
persecutii sdlbatice impo-
triva raselor si natiunilor
ninferioare”. In  Statele
Unite aproape 18 milioane
negri sunt lipsiti de cele
mai elementare drepturi ce-
tatenesti 'si sunt prigoniti
dupd metode hpxc hitleriste.

Alegerile dela 3 Decem-
brie vor fi un prilej de unire
si mai stransd a poporului
muncitor roman si a masse-
lor muncitoare ale nationa-
litdtilor ~ conlocuitoare  in
lupta comund pentru pace
si socialism. Insesi Sfalu-
rile Populare. in sdnul ci-
rora vor conlucra fratesle
fiii si fiicele poporului ro-
man si nationalitatilor con-
locuitoare, vor fi un factor
de intdrire a unitdtii po-
porului muncitor, indiferent
de nafionalitate, in lupta
tmpotriva  dusmanului - de
clasd si a oricdror forme de
nationalism. Experienta isto-
ricd j-a_invdfat pe muncito-
rii sx tarann muncitori ro-
mani cd anii de cruntd te-
roare sovind ai regimului
burghezo-mosieresc n‘au lo-
vit numai in nationalitatile
conlocuitoare ci_-au lovit
deopotrivd in infreg po-
porul roman, slabihdu-j re-
zistenta _tmpotriva fascis-
mului  si mpenalismului
ajutdnd burgheziei si_mo-
slerimii sd-si intdreascd ex-
ploatarea. latd dece luptand
pentru lichidarea oricdror
manifestdri. ale nationalis-
mului burghez, demascand
fatarnica teorie burgheza a
Lunitatii nationale®, Partl-
Aul arati celor ce muncesc
calea spre noi victorii in
lupta pentru socialism.

Oameni ai _muncii, de
toate nationalititile, fii egah
tn drepturi si deopotrivd de
dragi Republicii Populare
Romane, Patria noastrd co-
mund, strdngeti-vd si mai
mult in jurul Partidului, in

jurul  regimului de demo:
crafie populard si votati
cu  tofii candidafii Fron-
tului  Democrati Popu-
lare, méndri ca in_felul
acesta vi

indepliniti o
inaltd indatorire patrioticd
si pdsiti inainte spre noi iz
Banu spre o viat; fencntal
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calitatea, politica de indesire si, nu in
ultimul rand, procesele tehnologice prin
tipizare si prefabricare), s-a inregistrat o
adevarata dinamica n evolutia spatiului
locuibil, intre urmatorii parametri: in 1948
erau 21885 de unitati locative, iar in
1992 s-au finregistrat 112 813 unitati
locative, deci de 5.3 ori mai multe.24
Treptat, intre anii 1948 si 1989,
coordonatele traditionale ale vietii
urbane s-au pierdut, iar tendinta generala
era de a se anula orice model de locuire
urband de tip burghez. In toate situatiile
muncitorimea era favorizata, inclusiv n
acordarea unei locuinte satisfacatoare, iar
intelectualii rimaneau pe ultimul loc. Tn
cazurile extreme, proprietatea privata a
devenit bunul tuturor si, practic, al
nimanui. Folosirea si intretinerea spatiilor
comune si, mai ales, a celor detinute in
comun (,la comun”) devin cele mai
problematice aspecte.?s Nu se poate
vorbi despre integrare in context social
sau cultural si nici de afirmare de
identitate. In ceea ce priveste locuirea,
viata omului nou trebuia sd fie una
absolut comuna.

In concordantad, in viata imobilului
studiat, se pot identifica trei faze ale locuirii
colective, pentru perioada 1948-1989,
definite in linii mari astfel:

floors of apartment buildings, reducing the
importance of public space, encouraging an
urban policy that supports quantity over
quality, the densification policy, and, last but
not least, technological processes employing
standardisation and prefabrication), the
dynamics of this sector became quite active:
in 1948 there were 21,885 housing units,
while in 1992 there were 112,813 housing
units. This meant an increase by 5.3 times.24
Gradually, between 1948 and 1989, the
traditional attributes of urban life were lost;
the general tendency was to level out any
feature of the bourgeois urban way of living.
In every circumstance the working class was
favoured, including in the provision of decent
housing, while the intellectuals remained last.
In extreme cases, private property became
the common property — actually meaning no
one’s property. The use and maintenance of
common spaces and, especially, those
owned in common became the most
problematic aspects of urban life.2> Social or
cultural integration was off the agenda, and
so was the affirmation of one’s identity. As far
as housing is concerned, the life of the new
man was intended to be absolutely ordinary.

Accordingly, in the life of the studied
(former) revenue house, between 1948-1989,
three stages of collective housing can be
identified, broadly defined as follows:

24 |bidem.
Ibidem.

%5 Acest tip de locuire a fost, de asemenea, o
consecinta a mentalitatii social-politice sovietice,
care a lasat o amprenta indelebila asupra regimului
comunist roman. Prin urmare, se poate face o
legaturd clard cu modelul sovietic al locuintelor
proprietate a statului, cunoscute sub numele de

|ll

Lapartament comunal” — kommunal’naya kvartira,
generic denumite kommunalka. Vezi si Henry W. Morton,
.Housing in the Soviet Union.” Proceedings of the
Academy of Political Science 35, Nr. 3 (1984): pp. 69-80,

accesat 21 iunie, 2024. https://doi.org/10.2307/1174118.

This type of housing arrangement was also a
consequence of the Soviet social and political mentality
which definitely left its print upon the Romanian
Communist Rule. Thus, a clear connection can be made
with the state-owned public housing model of the Soviet
“communal apartment” - kommunal'naya kvartira,
commonly known as kommunalka. See also Henry W.
Morton, ,Housing in the Soviet Union.” Proceedings of
the Academy of Political Science 35, No. 3 (1984): pp.
69-80, accessed June 21, 2024. https://doi.org/
10.2307/1174118.


https://doi.org/10.2307/1174118
https://doi.org/10.2307/1174118
https://doi.org/10.2307/1174118

P Anunt pe o placutd metalica fixat pe fata intericara a
portii de intrare de la inceputul anilor 1950, 2025.

[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie autorii]

P Notification regarding the garbage disposal on a
metal plaque fixed on the inner side of the entrance
gate from the early 1950s, 2025.

[source: authors’ archive, photograph the authors]
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e anii 1950 cu procesul de acomodare
a noilor locatari in vechile
apartamente, cand vechea structura,
compartimentare si alcatuire
functionala a imobilului, anterioare
Celui de-Al Doilea Razboi Mondial,
sunt inca pastrate, dar utilitatile sunt
folosite ,la comun” - impropriu si
deloc confortabil; viata privata este
oprimata; desi unele dintre
apartamente fusesera deja
subcompartimentate formal, in aceasta
faza ele incep sa nu mai fie locuite doar
de familii inrudite, ci sunt (re)atribuite
chiar si unor locatari nou veniti;

*the 1950s - the process of

accommodating the new tenants in
the old apartments; the original
layout and functional configuration of
the building, prior to World War I,
were still preserved; however, the
amenities were used "“in common” -
an improper and uncomfortable
aspect; private life was oppressed;
although some of the apartments had
already been formally subdivided,
during this stage, they were no longer
inhabited only by related families, as
they were (re)assigned even to newly
arrived tenants;

Plansa sintetica cu planurile cladirii in anii 1950.
Reconstituiri realizate de autori. (a - plan demisol,
- plan parter, ¢ - plan etaj 1, d - plan etaj 2,

- plan etaj 3).

Synthesis plate with the plans of the building
during the 1950s. Reconstitutions by authors.
(a - semibasement, b - ground floor, ¢ - 1st floor,

- 2nd floor, e - 3 floor).



Legenda:

WC - vas WC

B - cada de baie

S - cadd de dus

K - bucatarie

== - perimetrul unui apartament

Legend:

WC - toilet seat

B - bathtub

S - shower

K - kitchen

== - the perimeter of an apartment
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Primele interventii

fn primii 10 ani de la instaurarea
comunismului, noile interventii s-au concentrat
pe insertii punctuale de imobile colective. De
exemplu, strada Horea, din apropierea garii, a
fost puternic afectata de bombardamente; prin
urmare, aici au fost realizate nu mai putin de 9
imobile. La nivelul orasului mai pot fi
identificate alte 7 zone in care au fost realizate
astfel de interventii.i

First interventions

During the first decade of Communism, new
interventions primarily focused on the
occasional insertion of collective buildings. For
instance, Horea Street, near the train station,
was severely impacted by bombings; therefore,
no less than 9 new buildings were erected here.
At the city level, 7 other areas can be identified
where similar interventions were carried out.i

Imobilul cu o lungime de 92,5m de la nr. 100,
strada Horea, 1961.
[sursa: ,15_cj_loc_245.jog / 28M", Arhiva digitala a
Uniunii Arhitectilor din Romania, Arhiva de fotografii si
diapozitive UAR, colectia negative pe sticld, fotografie
Corvin Stasek; https://arhiva.uniuneaarhitectilor.ro/
a-3075/locuinte-vedere-exterioaral]

The building with a length of 92.5m at no. 100,
Horea Street, 1961.
[source: “15_cj_loc_245.jog / 28M", The digital archive of
the Union of Romanian Architects, photographs and slides
archive of UAR, glass negative collection, photograph
Corvin Stasek; https://arhiva.uniuneaarhitectilor.ro/a-3075/
locuinte-vedere-exterioara]

i Stefania-Liliana Boca, , Centralitati secundare.
Sistematizare si proiecte nefinalizate in Cluj(-Napoca)
intre anii 1958-1989" (teza de doctorat, Universitatea
Tehnica din Cluj-Napoca, 2026), fig. 2 / p. 34.

Stefania-Liliana Boca, “ Centralitati secundare.
Sistematizare si proiecte nefinalizate in Cluj(-Napoca)
intre anii 1958-1989"” (PhD thesis, Technical
University of Cluj-Napoca, 2026), fig. 2 / p. 34.

Imobilul (pe sub care trece strada Fericirii) de la
nr. 67, strada Horea, 1961.
[sursa: ,,15_cj_loc_235.jog / 34M", Arhiva digitala a
Uniunii Arhitectilor din Romania, Arhiva de fotografii si
diapozitive UAR, colectia negative pe sticla, fotografie
Corvin Stasek; https://arhiva.uniuneaarhitectilor.ro/
a-3065/locuinte-vedere-exterioaral]

The building (under which Fericirii Street passes) at
no. 67, Horea Street, 1961.
[source: “15_cj_loc_235.jog / 34M", The digital archive of
the Union of Romanian Architects, photographs and slides
archive of UAR, glass negative collection, photograph
Corvin Stasek; https://arhiva.uniuneaarhitectilor.ro/a-3065/
locuinte-vedere-exterioara]

Imobilul de capat al strazii, de la nr. 112, strada
Horea, 1961.
[sursa: ,17_CJ_Loc_391.tif / 6M”, Arhiva digitala a
Uniunii Arhitectilor din Romania, Arhiva de fotografii si
diapozitive UAR, colectia negative pe sticld, fotografie
Corvin Stasek; https://arhiva.uniuneaarhitectilor.ro/
a-3085/locuinte-vedere-exterioaral]

The building at the end of the street, at no. 112,
Horea Street, 1961.
[source: “17_CJ_Loc_391.iif / 6M”, The digital archive of
the Union of Romanian Architects, photographs and slides
archive of UAR, glass negative collection, photograph
Corvin Stasek; https://arhiva.uniuneaarhitectilor.ro/a-3085/
locuinte-vedere-exterioara]
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Femeia devine Femeia

Revista Femeia — reinventand revista feminista
Femeia (roména) fondata in 1878 - publica
lunar articole sociale, politice, culturale si
educative propagandistice, subliniind conditia
femeii (muncitoare/comuniste) moderne:

,dupa razboi, multe femei s-au pomenit dintr-odata
cap de familie, cu copii de crescut [...]. Si atunci
femeile s-au pomenit obligate sa-si gaseasca ceva
de lucru. Marea lor majoritate erau analfabete. Si
marea noastra grija a fost sa le venim in ajutor |[...]
treptat, unele dintre ele au prins gustul, au inceput
sa citeasca si s-au descurcat. [...] noi puneam atunci
accentul pe tinere si pe mame cu copii de intretinut,
unde, pe langa notiuni de social-democratie stricta,
capatau si cunostinte cu cultura generala [...] care
sa le ajute nu doar sa ocupe o functie, ci sa-si si
amelioreze propriul statut social.”

Femeia becomes Femeia

Femeia magazine — reinventing the feminist magazine
Femeia (roména) founded in 1878 - published
monthly social, political, cultural, and educational
propaganda articles, highlighting the condlition of the
modern (working/communist) woman:

“after the war, many women suddenly found
themselves heads of families, with children to raise
[...]. And then women found themselves forced to
find some work. The vast majority of them were
illiterate. And our great concern was to come to
their aid [...] gradually, some of them got the
taste, started reading and managed. [...] at that
time, we focused on young women and mothers
with children to support, where, in addition to
notions of strict social-democracy, they also
acquired knowledge of general culture [...] that
would help them not only to hold a position, but
also to improve their own social status."i



i Silvia lIliescu, ,«Femeia muncitoare», in 32 de
pagini”, Rador (Agentia de Presa RADOR), 30
martie 2016, https://www.rador.ro/2016/03/30/
femeia-muncitoare-in-32-de-pagini/.

Articolele revistei prezinta sfaturi legate de gatit,
de gospodarie, de moda sau de frumusete. (= - nr. 1 din
ianuarie 1957, p. 24, b - nr. 2 din februarie 1957, p. 26,

- nr. 5 din mai 1957, p. 26, < - nr. 10 din octombrie
1957, p. 26, & - nr. 12 din decembrie 1957, p. 25).
[sursa: JNr. 1" / 1957 / Femeia, Fondul de
periodice si publicatii seriale din patrimoniul
Bibliotecii Judetene ,Ovid Densusianu”
Hunedoara-Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/
periodice/femeia/1957/01/femeia_1957_01_01.pdf,

.Nr. 2" / 1957 / Femeia, Fondul de periodice si
publicatii seriale din patrimoniul Bibliotecii
Judetene ,Ovid Densusianu” Hunedoara-Deva,
https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/femeia/
1957/02/femeia_1957_02_02.pdf, ¢ ,Nr. 5" / 1957 /
Femeia, Fondul de periodice si publicatii seriale din
patrimoniul Bibliotecii Judetene ,Ovid Densusianu”
Hunedoara-Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/
periodice/femeia/1957/05/femeia_1957_05_05.pdf,

.Nr. 10" / 1957 / Femeia, Fondul de periodice si
publicatii seriale din patrimoniul Bibliotecii
Judetene ,Ovid Densusianu” Hunedoara-Deva,
https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/femeia/
1957/10/femeia_1957_10_10.pdf, ¢ ,Nr. 12" / 1957
/ Femeia, Fondul de periodice si publicatii seriale
din patrimoniul Bibliotecii Judetene ,Ovid
Densusianu” Hunedoara-Deva, https://
www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/femeia/1957/12/
femeia_1957_12_12.pdf]

i Silvia lliescu, “«Femeia muncitoare», in 32 de
pagini”, Rador (Agentia de Presa RADOR), March
30, 2016, https://www.rador.ro/2016/03/30/femeia-
muncitoare-in-32-de-pagini/.

The magazines articles feature tips related to
cooking, housekeeping, fashion, or beauty. (= - no. 1 from
January 1957, p. 24, b - no. 2 from February 1957, p. 26,

- no. 5 from May 1957, p. 26, - no. 10 from October
1957, p. 26, & - no. 12 from December 1957, p. 25).
“Nr. 1" / 1957 / Femeia, the collection of
periodicals and serial publications from the heritage of

[source:

the “Ovid Densusianu” County Library Hunedoara-
Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/
femeia/1957/01/femeia_1957_01_01.pdf, b “Nr. 2" /
1957 / Femeia, the collection of periodicals and serial
publications from the heritage of the "Ovid
Densusianu” County Library Hunedoara-Deva, https://
www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/femeia/1957/02/
femeia_1957_02_02.pdf, ¢ “Nr. 5" / 1957 / Femeia,
the collection of periodicals and serial publications
from the heritage of the “Ovid Densusianu” County
Library Hunedoara-Deva, https://
www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/femeia/1957/05/
femeia_1957_05_05.pdf, < “Nr. 10” / 1957 / Femeia,
the collection of periodicals and serial publications
from the heritage of the “Ovid Densusianu” County
Library Hunedoara-Deva, https://
www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/femeia/1957/10/
femeia_1957_10_10.pdf, ¢ “Nr. 12" / 1957 / Femeia,
the collection of periodicals and serial publications from
the heritage of the “Ovid Densusianu” County Library
Hunedoara-Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/
periodice/femeia/1957/12/femeia_1957_12_12.pdf]



Articole din revista Femeia despre intretinerea
corpului, respectiv despre lupta Tmpotriva
alcoolismului (2 & & - nr. 8 din august 1957, pp. 8, 20).
[sursa: a & b ,Nr. 8" / 1957 / Femeia, Fondul de
periodice si publicatii seriale din patrimoniul
Bibliotecii Judetene ,Ovid Densusianu”
Hunedoara-Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/
periodice/femeia/1957/08/femeia_1957_08_08.pdf]

Articles from Femeia magazine about body
maintenance, respectively the fight against alcoholism
(2 &b - no. 8 from August 1957, pp. 8, 20).

“Nr. 8" / 1957 / Femeia, the collection
of periodicals and serial publications from the

[source: a &

heritage of the “Ovid Densusianu” County Library
Hunedoara-Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/
periodice/femeia/1957/08/femeia_1957_08_08.pdf]



» Coperte ale revistei Femeia prezentand o
bobinatoare preluand un apel telefonic, respectiv
un model care a reprezentat Romania la Congresul
modei de la Moscova (a2 - nr. 10 din octombrie .
1957, p. 1, b- nr. 7 din iulie 1957, p. 1).

[sursa: a ,Nr. 10" / 1957 / Femeia, Fondul de
periodice si publicatii seriale din patrimoniul
Bibliotecii Judetene ,Ovid Densusianu”
Hunedoara-Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/
periodice/femeia/1957/10/femeia_1957_10_10.pdf,
b ,Nr. 7 / 1957 / Femeia, Fondul de periodice si
publicatii seriale din patrimoniul Bibliotecii =
Judetene ,Ovid Densusianu” Hunedoara-Deva,
https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/femeia/
1957/07 /femeia_1957_07_07.pdf] '_
» Covers of the Femeia magazine presenting a
female winder taking a telephone call, respectively

Acessta e Florica Vasilescu, bobinatoare la uzinele .Kie-

a model who represented Romania at the Fashion "8l t o it e, 3

. Ia tals cu.. REVISTA SOCIAL-POLITICA §I cuL-
Congress in Moscow (= - no. 10 from October 1957, O sl b Mt s O M JERA L DIATA B¢ coumpiiL e
p. 1, b-no. 7 from July 1957, p.1). St

[source: a "Nr. 10" / 1957 / Femeia, the collection of
periodicals and serial publications from the heritage of
the “Ovid Densusianu” County Library Hunedoara-
Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/
femeia/1957/10/femeia_1957_10_10.pdf, b “Nr.
7" /1957 / Femeia, the collection of periodicals and
serial publications from the heritage of the “Ovid
Densusianu” County Library Hunedoara-Deva,
https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/femeia/
1957/07 /femeia_1957_07_07.pdf]
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* anii 1960-1975/1980 marcati de un
proces de densificare, cand vechea
structura, compartimentare si alcatuire
functionala a imobilului, anterioare
Celui de-Al Doilea Razboi Mondial,
sunt complet alterate; scade tot mai
mult confortul — sunt locuinte fara bai,
locuinte fara bucatarii, in unele cazuri
baile devin si bucatarii, bucatariile
devin si bai, iar wc-urile utilizate n
comun sunt folosite de un numar
incredibil de mare de persoane;

* 1960-1975/1980 - marked by a

process of densification; the original
layout and functional configuration of
the building, prior to World War I,
were completely altered; the level of
comfort decreased continuously — this
stage records housing units lacking
bathrooms, housing units lacking
kitchens, and, in some cases,
bathrooms which became also
kitchens, and kitchens which became
also bathrooms, while shared toilets
were used by an incredibly large
number of people;

Plansa sintetica cu planurile cladirii intre anii
1960 si 1975/1980. Reconstituiri realizate de
autori. (a - plan demisol, b - plan parter, c - plan etaj
1, d - plan etaj 2, e - plan etaj 3).

Synthesis plate with the plans of the building
between 1960 and 1975/1980. Reconstitutions by
authors. (a - semibasement, b - ground floor, ¢ - 1st
floor. d - 2nd floor. e - 3 floor).



Legenda:

WC - vas WC

B - cada de baie

S - cadd de dus

K - bucatarie

== - perimetrul unui apartament

Legend:

WC - toilet seat

B - bathtub

S - shower

K - kitchen

== - the perimeter of an apartment




Embleme ale noii oranduiri

Au trecut mai mult de 15 ani, dupa Cel de-Al
Doilea Razboi Mondial. Necesitatea de unitati
locative era foarte mare, iar constructiile
rezidentiale de mari dimensiuni, realizate acum,
aveau (si) scopul de ,a sistematiza” orasul,
crednd o noua estetica urbana — ,emblema a
noii oranduiri”. Totodata, se pun in discutie si
primele cartiere rezidentiale (Grigorescu,
Gheorgheni, Manastur).

Emblems of the new rule

More than 15 years have passed since
World War Il. The need for housing units was
very high, and the large-scale residential
constructions built during this period (also)
“systematise” the city, creating a new urban
aesthetic — “an emblem of the new rule”. At
the same time, the first residential
neighbourhoods (Grigorescu, Gheorgheni,
Manastur) are now being discussed.

Vedere din Piata Pacii (astazi Piata Lucian Blaga)
din Cluj, anii 1960. Coltul nord-estic, dupa
construirea blocului ,,Croco”.

[sursa: arhiva digitala Prof. dr. arh. Virgil Pop
fotografie autor necunoscut]

View from Pacii Square (today Lucian Blaga
Square) in Cluj, the 1960s. The northeastern corner,
after the construction of the “Croco” block of flats.
[source:Prof. PhD. arch. Virgil Pop’s digital archive,
photograph by unknown author]



Vedere din Piata Abator din Cluj, anii 1960.
[sursa: ,Piata Abator”, Biblioteca Judeteana
.Octavian Goga”, ,Colectia de carti postale”;
Europeana; https://www.europeana.eu/ro/item/
2022404/bjc_cs_cpo_10_JPG]

View from Abator Square in Cluj, the 1960s.
[source: “Piata Abator”, “Octavian Goga” County
Library, “Colectia de carti postale”; Europeana;
https://www.europeana.eu/ro/item/2022404/
bjc_cs_cpo_10_JPG]

Vedere din Piata Mihai Viteazu, anii 1960.
[sursa: ,Blocuri de locuinte construite in perioada
comunista in Cluj-Napoca”, Muzeul Etnografic al
Transilvaniei, fotografie Tamas Szabo; Europeana;
https://www.europeana.eu/ro/item/952/
Culturalia_93ea17b3_60ea_416d_85c4 570e91595c25]

View from Mihai Viteazu Square, the 1960s.
[source: “Blocuri de locuinte construite in perioada
comunista in Cluj-Napoca”, Ethnographical
Museum of Transylvania, photograph Tamas Szabo;
Europeana; https://www.europeana.eu/ro/item/952/
Culturalia_93ea17b3_60ea_416d_85c4 570e91595c25]
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Articol care sintetizeaza (elogios) realizarile

arhitecturale si urbanistice ale anilor 1960, Scéanteia
nr. 8008 din 18 martie, 1969, p. 2.
[sursa: ,Nr. 8008"” / 1969 / Scinteia, Fondul de
periodice si publicatii seriale din patrimoniul
Bibliotecii Judetene ,Ovid Densusianu” Hunedoara-
Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/
scanteia/1969/03/scanteia_1969_03_8008.pdf]

Article summarising the architectural and urban

achievements of the 1960s, Scanteia no. 8008 from
March 18, 1969, p. 2.
[source: “Nr. 8008" / 1969 / Scinteia, the collection of
periodicals and serial publications from the heritage of
the “Ovid Densusianu” County Library Hunedoara-
Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/
scanteia/1969/03/scanteia_1969_03_8008.pdf]






Carti de bucate de epoca

Tiparele cartilor de bucate se schimba in aceasta
perioada: apare preocuparea pentru latura stiintifica a
gatitului (capitole despre calculul caloriilor, rolul
diferitelor vitamine si minerale etc.) si, cel putin la nivel
de titlu, se pune accentul pe eficienta si economie. Cu
toate acestea, la o privire in detaliu, retetele folosesc
aceeasi gama de ingrediente de dinainte de razboi.
De observat importanta care se acordg, in continuare,
laturii estetice a prezentarii preparatelor.

Vintage cookbooks

The pattern of cookbooks from this period is
different: there is a greater emphasis on the
scientific aspect of cooking (chapters on calories,
the role of various vitamins and minerals, etc.) and
the emphasis is now on efficiency and economy - at
least as far as the title goes. However, upon closer
examination, recipes use the same range of
ingredients as before the war. One should note the
importance that is given to the aesthetic of the
dishes, which is still very important.

Nina Decusara, Rapid, economic, gustos
(Bucuresti: Editura Tehnica, 1969), pp. 98-99.
[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografii autorii]

Nina Decusard, Rapid, economic, gustos
(Bucharest: Editura Tehnica, 1969), pp. 98-99.
[source: authors’ archive, photographs the authors]

Maria Deleanu si Alla Deleanu, Carte de bucate,
editia a ll-a (Bucuresti: Editura Tehnica, 1973), pp.
4-5, 108-109, 290-191.

[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografii autorii]

Maria Deleanu and Alla Deleanu, Carte de
bucate, 279 edition (Bucharest: Editura Tehnica,
1973), pp. 4-5, 108-109, 290-191.

[source: authors’ archive, photographs the authors]

Draga Neagu, Gospodina si oaspetii familiei
(Bucuresti: Editura Tehnica, 1968), plansa 4-5.

[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografii autorii]

Draga Neagu, Gospodina si oaspetii familiei
(Bucharest: Editura Tehnica, 1968), plate 4-5.
[source: authors’ archive, photographs the authors]
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O noua estetica

La mijlocul anilor 1970 publicatiile
educative militeaza pentru solutii si idei
practice, pentru spatii luminoase - ,pentru a
«reinventa» soarele”. Tn contrast cu aceste
texte, procesul de industrializare a tarii face ca
situatia locativa din zonele urbane sa fie, de
fapt, cu totul alta: conform Legii nr. 5/1973 -
privind administrarea fondului locativ si
reglementarea raporturilor dintre proprietari si
chiriasi — norma locativa (pentru locuintele din
fondul locativ de stat) este de 10 m? suprafata
locuibila pentru fiecare persoana.

A new aesthetic

In the mid 1970s, educational publications
advocated practical solutions and ideas,
bright spaces — that would “‘reinvent’ the
sun.” In contrast to these texts, the country’s
industrialisation process led, in fact, to a
completely different pattern: according to Law
no. 5/1973 — on the administration of the
housing stock and the regulation of relations
between owners and tenants — the housing
norm (for housing in the state housing stock)
is 10 m2 of living space per person.

Ecaterina Oproiu si Tatiana Corvin, coordonatori,
Enciclopedia caminul (Bucuresti: Editura Stiintifica si
Enciclopedica, 1975), pp. 84-85, 104-105, 154-155,
plansa 1.10-1.13, plansa 1.33-1.37.

[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografii autorii]

Ecaterina Oproiu and Tatiana Corvin,
coordinators, Enciclopedia caminul (Bucharest:
Editura Stiintifica si Enciclopedica, 1975), pp. 84-85,
104-105, 154-155, plate 1.10-1.13, plate 1.33-1.37.
[source: authors’ archive, photographs the authors]
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Articol care lauda reteaua de unitati de
alimentatie publica ,Gospodina” din Cluj, Scanteia
nr. 6045 din 24 martie, 1964, p. 3.

[sursa: ,Nr. 6045" / 1964 / Scinteia, Fondul de
periodice si publicatii seriale din patrimoniul
Bibliotecii Judetene ,Ovid Densusianu” Hunedoara-
Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/
romania_lib/1964/03/rominia _libera_1964_03_6045.pdf]

Article praising the “Gospodina” public catering chain
in Cluj, Scanteia no. 6045 from March 24, 1964, p. 3.
[source: “Nr. 6045"” / 1964 / Scinteia, the collection
of periodicals and serial publications from the
heritage of the “Ovid Densusianu” County Library
Hunedoara-Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/
periodice/romania_lib/1964/03/rominia
_libera_1964_03_6045.pdf]



Articol care explica cum reteaua de unitati de

alimentatie publica ,Gospodina” ajuta ,femeilor
salariate la economisirea din timpul destinat
aprovizionarii si prepararii mancarurilor” — un fapt
care este in antiteza cu imaginea femeii polivalente
construita de publicatiile educative din epoca.
Scénteia nr. 8974 din 20 noiembrie, 1971, p. 2.
[sursa: ,Nr. 8974" / 1971 / Scinteia, Fondul de
periodice si publicatii seriale din patrimoniul
Bibliotecii Judetene ,Ovid Densusianu” Hunedoara-
Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/scanteia/
1971/11/scanteia_1971_1 1_8974.pdﬂ

Article explaining how the network of public

catering units “Gospodina” helps “employed
women to save time on food procurement and
preparation” — a fact that contradicts the image of
the versatile woman constructed by educational
publications of the time. Scénteia no. 8974 from
November 20, 1971, p. 2.
[source: “Nr. 8974" / 1971 / Scinteia, the collection of
periodicals and serial publications from the heritage of
the “Ovid Densusianu” County Library Hunedoara-
Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/scanteia/
1971/11/scanteia_1971_1 1_8974.pdﬂ



® anii 1975/1980-1989 marcati de o
asa-numita ,relaxare”, cand unii
locatari incep treptat sa ,se extinda” si
sa isi mareasca confortul locuintelor,
prin diverse ,manevre” imobiliare,
speculand tertipuri birocratice pe care
regimul politic le tolera, uzitdnd chiar
.metode” elaborate de ,alungare” a
vecinilor, prin ,tortura psihologica”2 —
producdnd zgomote greu de digerat la
ore nepotrivite sau forfota, mizerie si
mirosuri neplacute in spatiile comune
etc. si aparent fara cea mai mica dorinta
de a le intretine; cei mai multi aleg sa
se mute n blocuri nou construite, n
cartierele noi, ,moderne”).

* 1975/1980-1989 - marked by a so-

called "relaxation;” some tenants
gradually began to “spread” and to
increase the level of comfort of their
housing units, resorting to various real
estate “manoeuvres” such as
speculating bureaucratic artifices, which
the political régime tolerated, and even
using elaborate methods of “throwing
out” their neighbours, by the use of
“psychological torture”26 — noises or
hustle and bustle at inappropriate
hours, filth and unpleasant smells in
common spaces, etc., not showing any
interest in maintaining them; most
chose to move into newly built
apartment buildings, in the new,
“modern” neighbourhoods.

26 Studiul in situ si discutiile cu proprietarii si chiriasii din
imobil, intre februarie 2020 si februarie 2023, au
evidentiat faptul ca astfel de ,metode” deprinse in anii
comunismului, sunt inca aplicate de catre doua familii. In
total au rdmas 4 familii — din maximul de 27 de familii
care au trdit aici inainte de 1989 — care au devenit
proprietari si au continuat sa traiasca in imobil pana la
sfarsitul anului 2022. La inceputul anului 2023, din aceste
patru familii au ramas doar trei.

From the on-site visits and interviews with the owners
and tenants residing in the building, which took place
between February 2020 and February 2023, it became
apparent that such “methods,” which were learned and
perfected during the years of Communism, are stil
applied by two of the families. In total, there are 4
families left — from the maximum of 27 families that used
to live in the building before 1989 — which became
owners and continued to live in the building until the end
of 2022. Only 3 of these 4 families remained in the
building at the beginning of 2023.

Plansa sintetica cu planurile cladirii intre anii
1975/1980 si 1989. Reconstituiri realizate de
autori. (a - plan demisol, b - plan parter, ¢ - plan
etaj 1, d - plan etaj 2, e - plan etaj 3).

Synthesis plate with the plans of the building
between 1975/1980 and 1989. Reconstitutions by
authors. (a - semibasement, b - ground floor, c - 1st
floor, d - 2nd floor, e - 3 floor).



Legenda:

WC - vas WC

B - cada de baie

S - cadd de dus

K - bucatarie

== - perimetrul unui apartament

Legend:

WC - toilet seat

B - bathtub

S - shower

K - kitchen

== - the perimeter of an apartment
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Indesiri

Dupa 1975, majoritatea cartierelor
construite in anii 1960 in Cluj, trec prin faze de
indesire, si, in acelasi timp, se construiesc noi
cartiere (Marasti, Zorilor). Acestea sunt efectele
Jlegii sistematizarii” (Legea nr. 58/1974), care
prevedea practic relocarea populatiei din
mediul rural in mari cartiere urbane.

Densifications

After 1975, most of the neighbourhoods
built in the 1960s in Cluj went through
densification phases, and at the same time new
neighbourhoods were built (Marasti, Zorilor).
These were the effects of the "systematisation
law" (Law no. 58/1974), which basically
provided for the relocation of the rural
population into large urban neighbourhoods.

Imagine de ansamblu a cartierului Manastur,
dupa actiunile de ,indesire” a blocurilor, 1983.
[sursa: ,Fotografii panoramice”, Europeana 1989,
fotografie Mircea Albu; Europeana; https://
www.europeana.eu/ro/item/137/_nhnWR9T?page=2]

Overview of the Manastur neighbourhood, after
the “densification” phases, 1983.

[source: "Fotografii panoramice”, Europeana 1989,
photograph Mircea Albu; Europeana; https://
www.europeana.eu/ro/item/137/_nhnWR9T?page=2]

Vedere asupra cartierului Grigorescu, nainte de
,indesiri”, anii 1960.

[sursa: ,Nou peisaj clujean”, Muzeul Etnografic al
Transilvaniei, fotografie Tamas Szabo; Europeana;
https://www.europeana.eu/ro/item/952/
Culturalia_67509101_cf30_4d06_82e4 68bea8eb3a3e]

View of Grigorescu neighbourhood, before the
“densification” phases, the 1960s.

[source: “Nou peisaj clujean”, Muzeul Etnografic al
Transilvaniei, photograph Tamas Szabo; Europeana;

https://www.europeana.eu/ro/item/952/
Culturalia_67509101_cf30_4d06_82e4 68bea8eb3a3e]



Articole din ziarul Scénteia din anii 1980
care surprind frenezia cu care se construiau marile
ansambluri rezidentiale ale orasului (2 - nr. 11778
din 4 iulie 1980, p. 1, b - nr. 12740 din 9 august
1983, p. 1, ¢ - nr. 12248 din 9 ianuarie 1982, p. 1,

- nr. 13048 din 5 august 1984, p. 2).
[sursa: a ,Nr. 11778" / 1980 / Scinteia, Fondul de
periodice si publicatii seriale din patrimoniul
Bibliotecii Judetene ,Ovid Densusianu”
Hunedoara-Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/
periodice/scanteia/1980/07/
scanteia_1980_07_11778.pdf, b ,Nr. 12740" / 1983
/ Scinteia, Fondul de periodice si publicatii seriale
din patrimoniul Bibliotecii Judetene ,Ovid
Densusianu” Hunedoara-Deva, https://

www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/scanteia/1983/08/
scanteia_1983_08_12740.pdf, ,Nr. 12248" /
1982 / Scinteia, Fondul de periodice si publicatii
seriale din patrimoniul Bibliotecii Judetene ,Ovid
Densusianu” Hunedoara-Deva, https://
www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/scanteia/1982/01/
scanteia_1982_01_12248.pdf, ¢ ,Nr. 13048" / 1984
/ Scinteia, Fondul de periodice si publicatii seriale
din patrimoniul Bibliotecii Judetene ,Ovid
Densusianu” Hunedoara-Deva, https://
www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/scanteia/1984/08/
scanteia_1984_08_13048.pdf]



Articles from Scéanteia newspaper, from the
1980s, that capture the frenzy with which the city’s
large housing estates were being built (a - no. 1178
from July 4, 1980, p. 1, b - no. 12740 from August 9,
1983, p. 1, ¢ - no. 12248 from January 9, 1982, p. 1,

- no. 13048 from August 5, 1984, p. 2).
[sursa: “Nr. 11778" / 1980 / Scinteia, the
collection of periodicals and serial publications from
the heritage of the “Ovid Densusianu” County
Library Hunedoara-Deva, https://
www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/scanteia/1980/07/
scanteia_1980_07_11778.pdf, b “Nr. 12740" / 1983
/ Scinteia, the collection of periodicals and serial
publications from the heritage of the “Ovid
Densusianu” County Library Hunedoara-Deva,

https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/scanteia/
1983/08/scanteia_1983_08_12740.pdf, “Nr.
12248" / 1982 / Scinteia, the collection of
periodicals and serial publications from the heritage
of the “Ovid Densusianu” County Library
Hunedoara-Deva, https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/
periodice/scanteia/1982/01/
scanteia_1982_01_12248.pdf, d "Nr. 13048" / 1984
/ Scinteia, the collection of periodicals and serial
publications from the heritage of the “Ovid
Densusianu” County Library Hunedoara-Deva,
https://www.bibliotecadeva.ro/periodice/scanteia/
1984/08/scanteia_1984_08_13048.pdf]






Carti de bucate de epoca

Cartile din anii 1980 accentueaza si mai mult
preocuparea pentru sanatate: pe langa sfaturi cu
caracter generic, apar chiar capitole dedicate retetelor
pentru supraponderali sau retetelor pentru slabit. Desi
exista n continuare planse care oferd idei de
prezentare a mancarii, acestea capata un aspect mult
mai casnic fatd de decadele anterioare. Cea mai mare
discrepanta raméane totusi aceea legata de
ingrediente: desi majoritatea retetelor sunt adaptate
disponibilitatilor din epocd, regasim in continuare
multe retete care ar fi fost imposibil de preparat
datorita inexistentei ingredientelor.

Vintage cookbooks

The books from the 1980s emphasise health
concerns even further: in addition to generic advice,
there are chapters dedicated to recipes for
overweight individuals or recipes for weight loss.
Although there are still images that offer ideas for
food presentation, they have a more homely
appearance compared to previous decades. The
most significant discrepancy, however, remains the
one related to ingredients: although most recipes
are adapted to the availability of the era, many
would have been impossible to prepare due to the
lack of ingredients.

Nicolae Mihai si Adriana Mihai, Bucatarie si
sanatate : Retete culinare (Bucuresti: Editura
Tehnica, 1989), pp. 2-3, 216-217, 366-367.

[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografii autorii]

Nicolae Mihai and Adriana Mihai, Bucatarie si
sanatate : Retete culinare (Bucharest: Editura
Tehnica, 1989), pp. 2-3, 216-217, 366-367.

[source: authors’ archive, photographs the authors]

Didi Balmez, Retete culinare (Bucuresti: Editura
Tehnica, 1985), pp. 130-131, 400-401, planse 6-7, 10-11.
[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografii autorii]

Didi Balmez, Retete culinare (Bucharest: Editura
Tehnica, 1985)pp. 130-131, 400-401, plates 6-7, 10-11.
[source: authors’ archive, photographs the authors]
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Sfaturi pentru femeia moderna

Cartile educative din anii 1980 abordeaza
foarte multe subiecte, ncurajand polivalenta
preocuparilor femeilor in mediul casnic. Astfel,
tematicile abordate incep de la sfaturi legate
de curatenie si merg pana la tipare pentru
crearea propriei vestimentatii. Intre acestea
remarcam sfaturile legate de reutilizarea
obiectelor si pieselor de mobilier vechi prin
transformare si/sau schimbare de destinatie.

Advice for the Modern Woman

Educational books from the 1980s cover a
wide range of topics, encouraging the
versatility of women’s preoccupations within
the home environment. The subjects include
cleaning tips and patterns for creating clothing.
Among these, advice on reusing old objects
and pieces of furniture by transforming and/or
repurposing them is notable.

Natalia Tautu-Stanescu si Georgeta Stoian, ABC-
ul gospodinei (Bucuresti: Editura Tehnica, 1983), pp.
22-23, 42-43, 192-193.

[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografii autorii]

Natalia Tautu-Stanescu and Georgeta Stoian,
ABC-ul gospodinei (Bucharest: Editura Tehnica,
1983), pp. 22-23, 42-43, 192-193.

[source: authors’ archive, photographs the authors]

Smaranda Sburlan si Valeriu Manta, Cartea tinerelor
gospodine (Bucuresti: Editura Ceres, 1988), pp. 54-57.
[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografii autorii]

Smaranda Sburlan and Valeriu Manta, Cartea tinerelor
gospodine (Bucharest: Editura Ceres, 1988), pp. 54-57.
[source: authors’ archive, photographs the authors]




O analiza istoricd a acestor trei faze,
urmarind si aspecte social-politice, releva
observatii interesante, semnalate si in
discutiile/interviurile cu fosti sau actuali
locatari/proprietari si confirmate prin
documente din arhiva imobilului.

Astfel, in anii 1950, apartamentele din
imobil au fost redistribuite angajatilor
Fabricii de Tigarete din Cluj. Pe baza
reconstituirilor, Tn anul 1959, erau
consemnate 26 de familii de chiriasi
(constituite din 1 pana la 6 membri)
locuind in apartamente cu o camera (11
apartamente) sau cu doua camere (15
apartamente), insumand un numar de
aproximativ 76 persoane (vezi plansa de
la p. 83). Au primit locuinte de serviciu,
diverse categorii de la contabil-sef la
muncitori, fara a se face nici o
departajare, mizandu-se pe un mixaj
social si etnic.?’

Ulterior, transformarea Casei
Autonome a Monopolurilor de Stat si
desfiintarea Fabricii de Tigarete din Cluj
a schimbat si statutul acestui imobil, care
a ajuns sa fie administrat de Grupul
Intreprinderilor de Gospodarire
Comunala si Locativa al Judetului Cluj
(GIGCL Cluj), prin intreprinderea de
locuinte si localuri Cluj (ILLC).28 Astfel,

A historical analysis of these three stages,
that also takes into account the social-
political aspects, reveals interesting
observations, which also transpire from the
discussions/interviews with former or current
dwellers/owners and which are confirmed
by documents from the building’s archive.

Thus, in the 1950s, the apartments were
redistributed to the employees of the Cluj
Cigarettes Factory [Fabrica de Tigarete din
Cluj]. Based on reconstitutions, in 1959, 26
tenant families (consisting of 1 up to 6
individuals) resided in the building, in one-
room apartments (11 apartments) or two-
room apartments (15 apartments), totalling
a number of approximately 76 people (see
the plate on p. 83). The housing units were
given to various categories of employees,
ranging from chief accountant to common
workers, without any restriction, relying on
a social and ethnic mix.27

Later, the transformation of the
Autonomous House of State Monopolies
[Casa Autonoma a Monopolurilor de Stat]
and the closure of the Cluj Cigarettes
Factory led to a change of status for this
building, as well. Thus, it ended up being
managed by the Group of Municipal and
Housing Enterprises of Cluj County [Grupul
Intreprinderilor de Gospodarire Comunala

27 |nterviuri realizate intre februarie 2020 si februarie
2023 cu M.C., M.C.C.,, T.F. (M.C., nascuta in 1937, s-
a mutat n imobil, alaturi de parintii si sora sa, in
1956 si s-a mutat din imobil in 2023, M.C.C. s-a
nascut in 1958 si a locuit in imobil pana in 2023; T.F.
s-a nascut in 1962 si a locuit in imobil pana in 2015
— acestia sunt membri a trei dintre familiile care au
locuit In imobil si Tnainte de 1989; ei au dorit sa Tsi
pastreze anonimatul).

The interviews were conducted between
February 2020 and February 2023 with M.C.,
M.C.C., T.F. (M.C., born in 1937, moved into the
building, together with her parents and sister, in
1956 and moved out of the building in 2023;
M.C.C. was born in 1958 and lived in the building
until 2023; T.F. was born in 1962 and lived in the
building until 2015 — they are members of three of
the families that lived in the building before 1989;
they wished to remain anonymous).

2 Foarte multe detalii specifice birocratiei timpului
pot fi analizate in Arhiva Serviciului de Evidenta
patrimoniu si cadastru din Primaria Cluj-Napoca,
dosar Nr. 3039 ,Fabrica de Tigarete Cluj”. GIGCL
Cluj si-a incetat activitatea prin Decizia Nr. 510/16
noiembrie 1990, in urma infiintarii regiilor autonome
si a societdtilor comerciale ca urmare a ,divizarii
unitatilor Grupului Intreprinderilor de Gospodarie
Comunalad si Locativd al Judetului Cluj si a
desfiintarii serviciilor de gospodarie comunala
organizate in directa subordine a primariilor
municipale si ordsenesti”. (citat din documentul
respectiv). Majoritatea apartamentelor din cladirile
administrate de fostul GIGCL Cluj au fost vandute
fostilor chiriasi, conform prevederilor legale
postrevolutionare.



A lot of details, specific to the bureaucracy of
those times, can be analysed in the Archive of the
Patrimony and Cadastre Evidence Service of the
Cluj-Napoca City Hall [Arhiva Serviciului de
Evidenta patrimoniu si cadastru din Primaria Cluj-
Napoca], Folder no. 3039 “Fabrica de Tigarete
Cluj". GIGCL Cluj ceased its activity by Decision no.
510/November 16, 1990, following the
establishment of autonomous régies and
commercial companies as a result of “the division of
the units of the Group of Municipal and Housing
Enterprises of Cluj County and the closure of
communal household services organised under the
direct subordination of municipal and town town
halls”. (quotation from the document, our
translation). Most of the apartments in the buildings
managed by the former GIGCL Cluj were sold to
their former tenants, in accordance with the post-
revolutionary legal provisions.

29 Arhiva Serviciului de Evidenta patrimoniu si cadastru
din Primaria Cluj-Napoca, Fond Locativ, vol. 4 (1983),
Dosar Consiliul Popular al Judetului Cluj, GIGCL Cluj/
Atelierul de Proiectare, Proiect nr. 2413/ 83.

The Archive of the Patrimony and Cadastre
Evidence Service of the Cluj-Napoca City Hall,
“Fond Locativ,” vol. 4 (1983), Folder “Consiliul
Popular al Judetului Cluj, GIGCL Cluj / Atelierul de
Proiectare,” Project no. 2413/ 83.

spre mijlocul anilor 1960 au inceput sa
primeasca locuinte si reprezentanti ai
altor categorii sociale: intelectuali,
doctori, militari, angajati ai diverselor
regii sau institutii ale Statului. Unii dintre
acestia au continuat Tnsa sa locuiasca in
imobil si dupa doua-trei generatii, pentru
a ajunge, dupa anul 1989, din chiriasi la
stat, proprietari. Pe baza reconstituirilor,
in anii 1970, in imobil locuiau 27 de
familii de chiriasi (constituite din 1 pana
la 6 membri), In apartamente cu o
camera (13 apartamente) sau cu doua
camere (14 apartamente), Tnsumand un
numar de aproximativ 90 persoane (vezi
plansa de la p. 91).

Semnificativ este faptul ca, n anul
1983, prin Atelierul de Proiectare al
GIGCL Cluj, se realizeaza un proiect
complex prin care se incearca o
»actualizare” a imobilului, fiind prevazute
si reparatii capitale: se fac relevee si
planse cu propuneri si se incearca chiar
introducerea unor modificari si aducerea
in legalitate si in stare de functionare in
parametri cat de cat normali a unor
transformari survenite Tn timp, toate
menite sa creasca , confortul” locatarilor
chiriasi. Totul ramane insa pe hartie,
renovarile se fac superficial, iar
standardul de viatd va raméane, practic,

si Locativa al Judetului Cluj (GIGCL Cluj)],
through the Cluj Housing and Premises
Enterprise [intreprinderea de locuinte si
localuri Cluj (ILLC)].2¢ Consequently,
towards the mid-1960s, other social
categories moved into the building, as
intellectuals, doctors, militaries,
employees of various state institutions.
Some of them ended up living in the
building for two or three generations, and,
after 1989, their status changed from
tenants to owners. Based on
reconstitutions, in the 1970s, 27 tenant
families (consisting of 1 up to 6 individuals)
resided in the building, in one-room
apartments (13 apartments) or two-room
apartments (14 apartments), totalling a
number of approximately 90 people. (see
the plate on p. 91).

well:

It is significant that, in the year 1983,
through the Architectural Design Studio of
GIGCL Cluj [Atelierul de Proiectare al GIGCL
Cluj],2? a complex project was carried out in
an attempt to “update” the building, which
also included major repairs. Thus, surveys
were made and different proposals intended
to introduce some changes so that the
transformations which were made
throughout the years could be legalised and
could finally lead to a somewhat reasonable
housing unit — all of these aimed to increase



acelasi, cam pana la mijlocul anilor 1990.
Pe baza reconstituirilor, la Tnceputul
anilor 1980, in imobil locuiau 22 de
familii de chiriasi (constituite din 1 pana
la 5 membri), iIn apartamente cu o
camera (9 apartamente), cu doua
camere (9 apartamente) si cu trei
camere (4 apartamente), insumand un
numar de aproximativ 73 persoane (vezi
plansa de la p. 103).30

O analizad arhitecturala, urmarind
schematic modul Tn care a fost
transformat si adaptat vechiul imobil de
raport noilor necesitati impuse de
numarul foarte mare de locatari, reflecta
modalitatea Tn care s-au facut
recompartimentarile fara a se tine cont
de accesul la utilitati si in lipsa oricarui
considerent cu privire la proprietate
privata — este vorba despre bunuri
personale, caci adesea, unele spatii
private erau traversate de vecini pentru
ca acestia sa poata ajunge la propriile
spatii private. Din cele 8 apartamente
initiale, plus cel de serviciu de la demisol,
s-a ajuns la un numar de 27 de
apartamente. In aceastd perioads,
numarul de locatari s-a dublat, in vreme
ce suprafata utila a cladirii a ramas
aceeasi. Toate aceste transformari au fost
realizate intr-o totala lipsa de interes fata

the “comfort” of the tenants. However, most
of the project remained only on paper, the
renovations were done superficially, and the
standard of living remained practically the
same until the mid-1990s. Based on the
reconstitutions, during the 1980s, 22 tenant
families (consisting of 1 up to 5 individuals)
resided in the building, in one-room
apartments (9 apartments), two-room
apartments (9 apartments) and three-room
apartments (4 apartments), totalling a
number of approximately 73 people (see the
plate on p. 103).30

An architectural analysis: a schematic
retracing of the transformations and
adaptations the revenue house underwent, in
order to accommodate such a large number
of tenants, reflects the fact that the
subdivisions were made in such a way that no
attention was given to proper access to
utilities, nor to the intimacy of private
property — often some private areas of one
family were crossed by the members of
another in order to reach their own private
areas. Instead of the initial 8 apartments, plus
the one on the semibasement level, at its
peak, the building reached a total of 27
apartments. During this time, the number of
dwellers doubled, although they were
occupying the same net building area. All
these transformations were carried out with a

30 Cu toate acestea, M.C. declara ca exista o
exceptie: familia ei extinsa (o familie alcatuita din ea
insasi, sotul ei si una dintre fiicele lor si cealaltd
familie alcatuita din cea de-a doua fiicad impreuna cu
sotul acesteia) ocupa doua apartamente nvecinate
care, de fapt, reconstituiau partiul original.

However, M.C. states that there was one
exception: her extended family (one family
consisting of herself, her husband, and one of their
daughters and the other family consisting of her
other daughter together with her husband)
occupied two neighbouring apartments which, in
fact, reconstituted the original layout.

31 Astfel, se traia adesea cu teama de a fi spionat de
catre vecini. Asa au aparut ,turnatorii” la Securitate si/
sau la organele de Partid. Unii stiau totul despre ceilalti.
Unii trdiau cu spaima ca sunt supravegheati si ascultati
continuu de cdtre ceilalti, dar si cu teroarea ca toate
aspectele vietii lor private pot fi cunoscute sau aflate de
catre cine nu trebuie. Era intrun fel si o torturd
psihologicd a permanentei supravegheri, asa cum
subliniazd Michel Foucault in ,Panopticism”. Michel
Foucault, ,Panopticism”, in Discipline and Punish: The
Birth of the Prison, traducere Alan Sheridan (New York:
Vintage Books, 1979 [1975)), pp. 195-230.

Numeroase astfel de aspecte au reiesit din
interviurile cu M.C., M.C.C. si T.F. De exemplu, T.F. a
copilarit intr-o astfel de locuinta si a afirmat ca a
vazut o astfel de usa deschisa pentru prima oara, la
maturitate, atunci cdnd noii proprietari, in procesul
de renovare, au deschis-o. Un alt exemplu este
fenomenul usilor interioare care delimitau camere a
doua apartamente diferite si care au ajuns sa fie
utilizate ca usi de dulap inzidit prin nchiderea
deschiderii usii cu un zid foarte subtire pe fata



opusa a peretelui — pot fi reconstituite minim patru
astfel de situatii, dintre care doua functioneaza ca
atare pana in prezent.

Thus, most people lived with the fear that they were
being spied on by their neighbours. This is how the
“tattletales” popped up, the information they
provided was then used by “the Securitate” [the
Department of State Security] and/or by the “Party”
[The Romanian Communist Party] organisms. Some
knew everything about the others. Some lived with
the fear of being constantly watched and listened to
by the others, as well as with the terror that all
aspects of their private lives could be known or
found out by the wrong people. In essence, it was a
form of psychological torture - the permanent
surveillance —, as Michel Foucault points out in
“Panopticism”. Michel Foucault, “Panopticism”, in
Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison,
translation Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage Books,
1979 [1975]), pp- 195-230.

Numerous such aspects surfaced during the
interviews with M.C., M.C.C., and T.F. For example,
T.F. grew up in one of the subdivided apartments
and claimed to have seen for the first time such a
door open as an adult, when the new owners of the
apartment he had just sold opened it. Another
example is the phenomenon of the interior doors
that separated two different subdivided apartments
and which were eventually used as closet doors —
the depth of the doorway was closed with a very
thin wall on the opposite side. At least four such
situations can be reconstituted, of which two
function as such even today.

32 M.C. chiar isi aminteste ca la Tnceputul anilor
1970 a existat o plangere facuta de chiriasi, in urma

de intimitatea vietii private, alocand
conditii improprii de locuire, datorita
spatiilor utilizate la comun - functiunile
destinate igienei personale si/sau
prepararii hranei — si peretilor de
compartimentare dintre apartamentele
rezultate prin subdiviziuni succesive ale
locuintelor de raport originale, in care
peretii de compartimentare dintre
incaperile aceleiasi locuinte, cu o grosime
de 7-8 cm, realizati din umplutura pe
baza de ciment (ciment amestecat cu
reziduuri fibro-lemnoase si alte ramasite
de santier, pe o structura din plasa de
rabit), au devenit pereti despartitori intre
apartamente diferite. In aceste conditii,
in mod aberant, au existat situatii in care
usile dintre camerele aceluiasi
apartament au ajuns sa desparta locuinte
diferite, timp de zeci de ani, fara nici o
modalitate de izolare fonica — practic, se
auzea totul dintr-o parte in alta.3" In
acelasi timp, se observa lipsa de interes
si, totodata, imposibilitatea de a lua
atitudine fatd de normele minime de
igiena si confort — bucatarii cu cada, bai
cu bucatarie la un loc, cate un wc la
comun pentru 10-14 locatari a cate doua-
trei apartamente/familii diferite.32

La acestea se adauga si lipsa
interesului autoritatilor, dar si al

total lack of interest regarding the intimacy of
private life. The tenants were experiencing
inappropriate living conditions: there were
several spaces used in common — the ones
intended for personal hygiene and/or for
food preparation -, while some of the
partition walls between the successively-
subdivided apartments were actually the
initial partition walls between the rooms of
the same apartment — with a thickness of
only 7-8 ¢cm, made of cement-based filling
(cement mixed with wood or other fibres
residues and additional leftovers from the
initial construction site, on a wire mesh
structure). Consequently, there were
situations in which the doors between the
rooms of the same initial apartment ended
up separating different housing units, for
decades, without any way of soundproofing
them — one could hear absolutely everything
from one side to the other3' At the same
time, there was a lack of interest on the part
of the authorities and an impossibility of
taking any action on the part of the tenants,
in order to achieve the minimum standard of
hygiene and comfort: there were kitchens
that also included a bathtub, or bathrooms
that were also used as a kitchen; one shared
toilet used by 10 up to 14 tenants belonging
to different families who lived in two up to
three apartments.32



locatarilor, fata de gradul de uzura
morala a cladirii, care a fost forjatd la
maximum, timp de aproape o jumatate
de secol, fara nici o interventie. Tncepénd
cu anii 1950, incalzirea se facea tot prin
sobele de teracota originale,
combustibilul utilizat fiind acum gazul,
prin racordarea imobilului la reteaua
publica, iar Tn bucatarii au fost
improvizate sisteme de preparare a apei
calde utilizand vechile masini de gatit.
Practic, din perioada interbelica si pana
in prezent nu s-au facut reparatii capitale,
ci doar lucrari de intretinere a cladirii:
odata in anii 1980 (zugravire fatade si
casa scarii principale si a fostelor scari de
serviciu, cu interventii asupra retelei de
apa si canalizare) si o data in anul 2019
(zugravire fatade), cu mentiunea ca in anii
2000 s-a schimbat instalatia de apa
potabila. Relevant este faptul ca unele
elemente de tamplarie (usi, ferestre) nu
au fost revopsite niciodata pe parcursul a
mai mult de 100 de ani.
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Furthermore, the lack of interest of the
authorities, as well as that of the tenants, led
to a high degree of wear of the building. It
was intensely used, for almost half a century,
without any mending. Starting with the
1950s, the original terracotta stoves were
still used for heating, but the fuel was gas,
as the building was now connected to the
public gas network. During this period, the
kitchens were starting to be equipped with
heating systems for hot water, however
these were improvised and were using the
old range cookers as heating devices.
Basically, from the interwar period up to this
day, no major repairs have been done,
except some occasional maintenance works:
once during the 1980s (the painting of the
facades, the main staircase and the former
servants’ stairs and repairs made on the
water and sewer system), then, in the 2000s,
the water system was completely changed
and in 2019 the fagades were painted again.
It is also relevant the fact that some
carpentry works (doors, window frames)
have never been repainted.

careia a avut loc o ancheta oficiala cu privire la
aceasta situatie. Cu toate acestea, nu s-a luat nicio
masura. T.F. confirma acest lucru.

M.C. even recalls that at the beginning of the
1970s there was a complaint made by the tenants,
followed by an official investigation regarding this
situation. However, no measures were taken. T.F.

confirms this.




P> Detaliu cu deschidere de us3 interioara ce a fost zidita.
Grosimea zidului despartitor este de 7-8cm, 2015.

[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie autorii]

» Detail of an interior door opening that has been
closed up. The thickness of the partition wall is
7-8cm, 2015.

[source: authors’ archive, photograph the authors]

4 Detaliu cu o deschidere de usa interioard
transformata in dulap. Tn spate se afla un perete de
o caramida pusa pe cant, ce separa doua
apartamente invecinate, 2015.

[sursa: arhiva autorilor, fotografie autorii]

4 Detail of an interior door opening transformed
into a wardrobe. The wardrobe back was a one-brick
wall that separated two adjacent apartments, 2015.
[source: authors’ archive, photograph the authors]
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* patru dintre apartamente sunt folosite acum ca
spatii de birouri, asadar s-a calculat pentru fiecare
dintre acestea cate o persoana (in conformitate cu
metoda utilizatd pentru colectarea platilor pentru
utilitatile cladirii).

four of the apartments are now used as office
spaces, thus, for each of these only 1 person was
taken into account (in accordance with the method
used for collecting taxes for building utilities).

*k

numarul de camere variazd deoarece, In timp, mai
multe categorii de spatii au fost convertite succesiv
(e.g. holurile au devenit camere, bucatariile au devenit
camere, holurile au devenit bucatarii).

the number of rooms varies as, in time, several
categories of spaces were successively reconverted (e.g.
hallways became rooms, kitchens became rooms,
hallways became kitchens).

4 Situatia locatarilor, de-a lungul timpului, in cifre.
Reconstituiri realizate de autori.

4 The situation of the dwellers throughout time.
Reconstitutions by authors.



Am venit si am plecat: locuirea dupa comunism.
O concluzie - nu ,,sfargitul”
In and out: dwelling after Communism.
A conclusion - not “the end”

33 In aceastd perioada a fost realizata o interventie
de ordin structural: logiile din aripa nordica au fost
extinse cu o placa de beton.

During this period, a structural intervention was
made: the loggias on the North wing were enlarged
with a concrete slab.

Dupa Revolutia anticomunista si
instaurarea regimului democratic, situatia
acestui imobil se va schimba radical, in
pas cu tendintele Tntregii societati
romanesti, puse in fata ,privatizarii”.
Astfel, catre mijlocul anilor 1990, numarul
locatarilor chiriasi va incepe treptat sa
scada, iar apartamentele se vor
reconfigura functional, printr-un proces
treptat de alipire a incdperilor.33 Acest
proces se amplificd, mai ales dupa ce
chiriasii vor cumpara locuintele respective

After the Anti-Communist Revolution and
the establishment of the democratic régime,
the situation of this building changed
radically, in accordance with the trends of
the entire Romanian society, which was now
facing the complicated process of
“privatisation”. Thus, towards the
mid-1990s, the number of tenants started to
decrease gradually, while the apartments
were reconfigured, as different housing units
were being joined together.33 This process
was accelerated when the tenants started to
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de la stat, in baza unor prevederi legale
speciale. Un exemplu elocvent, care a
fost aplicat chiar Tn cazul imobilului
studiat, este Legea nr. 85/1992. Aceasta
lege stipuleaza ca apartamentele -
locuinte de serviciu, care, inainte de 6
martie 1945, au apartinut institutiilor de
stat, societatilor cu capital de stat sau
regiilor autonome, locuite de chiriasi pot
fi achizitionate de acestia, in situatia in
care aceste entitati si-au sistat activitatea
sau au devenit unitati economice sau
bugetare de stat. Ulterior, prin instrainari
succesive, schimburi sau comasari de
proprietate etc. situatia imobilului se va
apropia treptat de normalitate, fiind insa
departe, totusi, de configuratia initiala,
de la inceputul secolului al XX-lea, cand
functiona ca un imobil de raport cu
apartamente de lux.

In consecinta, la nivelul anului 2022,
imobilul avea 21 de apartamente, dintre
care 10 apartamente cu o camera, 4
apartamente cu doua camere, 2
apartamente cu trei camere si 5
apartamente cu 4 camere, insumand un
numar de aproximativ 30 de persoane si 4
spatii de birouri. Dintre acestea 7 erau
locuite chiar de proprietari (constituite din
1 pand la 4 membri), celelalte fiind
inchiriate sau functiondnd ca spatii de

buy the housing units they were living in,
from the State, as this was now possible due
to special legal provisions. An eloquent
example, relevant to the situation of the
studied building, was Law no. 85/1992. This
law stipulated that apartments — which were
used as employee housing, before March 6,
1945, and belonged to state institutions,
companies with state capital or autonomous
régies, could be purchased by the tenants, if
these entities ceased their activity or
became private or state enterprises. Later
on, after successive sales, exchanges or
merges of property, etc., the building would
gradually approach a somewhat normal
state. However, it would still be far from its
initial configuration, from the beginning of
the 20th century.

Consequently, in 2022, the building
officially had 21 apartments, of which 10
one-room apartments, 4 two-room
apartments, 2 three-room apartments and 5
four-room apartments, totalling a number of
30 residents and 4 office spaces. Out of all
of the apartments, only 7 were inhabited by
the owners themselves (consisting of 1 up to
4 individuals), the others being rented out
or used as office spaces, thus indicating the
fact that the initial monofunctional character
of the building is about to change (see the
plate on p. 123). Hence, the situation of the



34 Scriptic exista 21 de apartamente, in timp ce
faptic sunt doar 18. In trei cazuri nu s-au operat acte
de alipire pentru cate doua apartamente detinute
de aceeasi proprietari.

There are 21 apartments attested by formal records,
while, in fact, there are only 18. In three instances, no
formal amalgamation titles were requested for two
apartments owned by the same owners.

birouri/servicii, atestand, totodata, si
tendinta de schimbare a caracterului
monofunctional initial al imobilului (vezi
plansa de la p. 123). Astfel, situatia nu
este restabilitd complet: din totalul de
facto de 18 apartamente,3* doar 4 au
revenit la forma si suprafata initiala; pe de
alta parte, inca mai sunt 2 apartamente cu
utilitati la comun (dintre care unul are
bucatarie fara punct de apa si canalizare)
si 4 care Tmpart spatii de circulatii la
comun- ca ultime ramasite ale exploatarii
comuniste.

Studiul de fata reflecta situatia unui
imobil-caz particular, dar care, in acelasi
timp, este un exemplu intre multe astfel de
imobile, care au ramas marturie a
procesului care a caracterizat, pe scara
larga, intreaga societate romaneasca. Pe
scurt, privind in urma, imobilul a trecut de
la statutul de casa de raport cu
apartamente de lux, la unul de locuinte
modeste, cu o densitate mare de locatari,
lipsite de dotari esentiale. In prezent,
imobilul reuseste, in sfarsit, sa ajunga la un
statut similar cu cel initial, desi sechelele
sociale, urmele fizice si unele dintre
anomaliile functionale implementate in
perioada comunistd mai sunt inca vizibile
(vezi tabelul de la p. 118).

building is not completely restored: out of
the actual 18 apartments,3* only 4 have
returned to their original state and surface.
On the other hand, 2 apartments are still
using their amenities in common (out of
which one has a kitchen with no water and
drain pipes), while another 4 share common
spaces — the last remnants of the
Communist ventures.

The study explores the situation of a
particular building, which is an example
among many such buildings. They remain a
testimony of a process that characterised,
on a large scale, the entire Romanian
society. In short, looking back, the building
went from the status of being a revenue
house, with luxury apartments, to one of
hosting modest housing units, with a high
density of tenants, that were lacking the
essential amenities. Currently, the building
finally managed to reach a state similar to its
original one, even though the social scars,
the physical traces left behind, and some of
the anomalies implemented during the
Communist period are still visible (see the
table on p. 118).

Today, almost 120 years since the
Building Commissioning, the building
seems to be able to adapt (once more) to
the social and economic context specific to



Astazi, la aproape 120 de ani de la
darea in folosintd, imobilul pare ca se
adapteaza (din nou) contextului social si
economic specific unei societati
capitaliste, dar, proprietatea este
faramitata, ca urmare a procesului de
.privatizare”. Unele dintre cicatricele
produse sunt ireparabile. In acelasi timp,
acesta este si un caz fericit, pentru ca
exista si imobile a caror situatie raméne
incerta, unele dintre ele facidnd inca
obiectul unor litigii — fie pentru
despagubiri, fie pentru restituirea in
natura, chiar daca Statul a vandut
apartamentele fostilor chiriasi.

a capitalist society. However, from a legal
point of view, the property is fragmented, as
a result of the “privatisation” process. Some
of the scars remain irreparable. At the same
time, this is also a fortunate case, as there
are buildings whose situation is still
uncertain. Some are still the subject of
litigations — either for financial
compensations or for restitutions in kind; in
several cases, the litigations continue even
if the State sold the apartments to the
former tenants.

Plansa sintetica cu planurile cladirii in anul 2022.

Reconstituiri realizate de autori. (a - plan demisol,
- plan parter; c - plan etaj 1, d - plan etaj 2, e - plan etaj 3).

Synthesis plate with the plans of the building in

2022. Reconstitutions by authors. (a - semibasement,
- ground floor, ¢ - 1st floor, d - 2nd floor, e - 31 floor).



Legenda:

WC - vas WC

B - cadd de baie

S - cadd de dus

K - bucatarie

== - perimetrul unui apartament

Legend:

WC - toilet seat

B - bathtub

S - shower

K - kitchen

== - the perimeter of an apartment










Acest studiu prezinta o altfel de istorie sociala a unui
secol din existenta Roméaniei moderne si
contemporane. Este un studiu de caz ce evoca valorile
societatii capitaliste burgheze locale si mutilarea
acestora sub comunism, opresiunea vietii private prin
privarea de intimitate si de conditii decente de trai,
permutarile proprietar unic — chirias burghez — tovaras
chirias — muiltiplii proprietari, respectiv drumul de la
.locatar” la ,proprietar” (locuirea ca proces si
mentalitate, Tnainte de comunism, in timpul
comunismului si dupa comunism), in acelasi context
arhitectural — o casa de raport care a schimbat, efectiv,
un singur proprietar in drumul spre ,privatizare”,
purtand insa, pana in prezent, amprenta puternica a
«principiilor” comuniste privind viata colectiva si,
respectiv, formarea ,,omului nou”.

This study presents a distinct social history regarding
the existence of modern and contemporary Romania,
focusing on the time span of a century. It is a case study
that evokes the values of the local bourgeois capitalist
society and the mutilation they endured during
Communism. It highlights the oppression of private life
due to the deprivation of privacy and decent living
conditions, the permutations between single owner —
bourgeois tenant — comrade tenant — multiple owners,
respectively the path from “tenant” to “owner” (housing
as a process and mindset, before, during, and after
Communism), in the same architectural context —namely a
revenue house that actually changed a single owner on its
way to “privatisation”, bearing, up to this day, the strong
imprint of the Communist “principles” regarding collective
housing and, respectively, the creation of the “new man”.
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